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GOD’S GIFT TO YOU
AND THE CHURCH

Background Reading:  John Chapter 14

It has been said that it is impossible to overestimate the importance of being baptized in
the Holy Spirit - for it is impossible for Christians to meet the requirements of the day, to
witness effectively and operate in the power of God, without this grace.  Indeed if Believers
do not yield and receive this gift, they will severely limit their potential in Christ as soldiers
of the Cross, so also restricting the fulfilment of God’s will in their lives.

Like other vital doctrines, the Baptism in the Holy Spirit has been under much attack
from the enemy. Indeed Satan tries to surround this doctrine with as much confusion, doubt
and unbelief as he can. His purpose in this is to discredit the Spirit Baptism so that people
are prevented from flowing in the fullness and power of God. Satan knows that if Believers
could  fully  comprehend  and  take  hold  of  this  promise,  his  reign  on  earth  would  be
extremely restricted. So he and his forces work tirelessly to instigate much wrong teaching
concerning this subject,  examples of which are as  follows: “This  experience is not  for
today,” “Speaking in tongues is of the devil,” “The Spirit Baptism passed away with the
Apostles,” and so on.  Once Believers are snared by these false beliefs, they tend to turn a
blind eye to the abundant fruit, even in our generation, which adds weight to the validity of
this grace.  They will  also be unable or unwilling to see the evidence in scripture that
confirms the Spirit Baptism as a real post-conversion experience. If infected and affected
by religious bias, the Christian will not be open to hear the truth about the Spirit Baptism or
see the reality concerning the difference this grace makes, to individuals and the Body of
Christ.  Sadly, religious bias and unbelief often blind the minds and harden the hearts of
those  the  Lord  would  call  to  progress  into  this  wonderful  and  enriching  Christian
experience, so essential to help us grow in our relationship with the Lord in the way He
would want.  Indeed the Spirit Baptism is a gateway into a deeper, richer relationship with
the Lord, being far too important to neglect or abandon.

“. . .Indeed the Spirit Baptism is a gateway into a
deeper, richer relationship with the Lord, being far

too important to neglect or abandon. . .”

Therefore as Christians, it is vitally important that we are well versed in the truth of
God’s Word so that we can discern truth from error and not be led down a pathway of
ignorance, confusion and doubt.  Although it is clear in scripture, Christians sometimes
struggle with the doctrine of the Spirit  Baptism because of unbelief,  stony hearts,  bias,
unconfessed sin, etc.

Therefore, Christians who examine God’s Word on this subject need to set aside all
religious  bias  and  any  preconceived  ideas  (notions  already  formed  which  may  not  be
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correct). They also need to come prayerfully with an open, willing heart, really desiring to
know the truth about the Baptism in the Holy Spirit  if they are to understand and then
receive this glorious gift.  Indeed it is not just theology but a manifestation of God’s power
at an experiential level which gives the potential for service and growth beyond that which
is available to the mainline Christian.

THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER

Background Reading:  John 7:37-39

Throughout the world there are many Christians who thirst for a deeper spiritual walk
and the experience of the power of the risen Christ. They seek what Jesus was referring to
when He said:

LUKE 24:49  “. . . behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem, until you be endued (clothed) with power (ability) from on high.”

Similarly:

ACTS 1:4 And (Jesus), being assembled together with them (the Disciples), commanded
them that  they should not depart  from Jerusalem, but wait  for  the promise of the
Father, “Which” said He, “you have heard of Me (heard Me speak about).”

What was  “the promise of the Father” ?  Let’s look at Acts 2:38 where the Apostle
Peter was preaching his first sermon:

ACTS 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the Name of Jesus Christ for (symbolizing) the remission of sins, and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

The “promise of the Father” was “the gift of the Holy Spirit” - the gift of the Baptism
in the Holy Spirit. This was the reason Jesus told His Disciples to wait in Jerusalem - to
receive this precious gift. The difference between the gift of salvation and the gift of the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit can be explained simply as follows: salvation is God’s gift to the
world whereas the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to His children (regenerated
Believers).

“. . .salvation is God’s gift to the world whereas the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to His

children. . .”
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What Is “The Baptism In The Holy Spirit” ?

Background Reading:  Acts 1:1-8

Many Christians, even some who are already baptized in the Holy Spirit, ask, “What
exactly is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, and how does it happen?.”

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the “clothing of power from on high” which equips
Christians,  potentially, to be used of God in a greater way. This happens when the Holy
Spirit comes down upon Believers to anoint and empower them for Christian service.

Upon salvation, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit come and make their abode
with us (John 14:23), and we become united with God so that we are able to cry “Abba
Father”  (Romans  8:9;  Galatians  4:6).  After  regeneration,  however,  there  is  a  further
experience which immerses the Believer in the power of God. This can enable the Believer,
as God wills, to operate in a greater measure of the Spirit’s power.

Just as the Disciples were empowered on the Day of Pentecost, so too, Christians today
can be empowered for witnessing and service. The Spirit Baptism, along with knowledge
of the Word of God and truth, can provide us with the power and direction needed to spread
the light of the Gospel to a world darkened by sin, and assist in meeting the needs of people
who are seeking help from God. The Baptism in the Spirit,  as  recorded in Acts 2:1-4,
changed the timid and fearful  Disciples  to  dynamic and courageous messengers  of  the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

“. . .The Baptism in the Spirit, as recorded in Acts
2:1-4, changed the timid and fearful Disciples to

dynamic and courageous messengers of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. . .”

Potentially, it also gives us a spiritually charged atmosphere in which the energies of
the Divine Nature are better able to flow through our very being.  Therefore we continue to
need this vital life-changing experience with the Holy Spirit today.

Nevertheless, it should be said at this point that the Spirit Baptism should not be simply
regarded as a goal which Christians desire to arrive at. It is rather a gateway to a whole new
world of spiritual perception and understanding, by which we can become more effective
servants of the Lord.  Through this journey of faith a deeper,  richer relationship with our
Lord should also follow, along with many ensuing personal benefits which we will discuss
later in this study. But we need first and foremost to view the Spirit Baptism as a door by
which the Lord can accomplish much in our lives, not merely as an end in itself.

The Bible’s Description

The Bible describes the Spirit Baptism in several different ways. For example, in
Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4 it is called “the promise of the Father.”  Luke 24:49 also refers to
being baptized in the Spirit as being “endued with power from on high.” Other terms for
this experience are as follows: being  “baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5),  being
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“filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4) and “ received (receiving) the Holy Spirit” (Acts
19:2).  In Acts 10:44 the Spirit Baptism is described in these terms: “the Holy Spirit fell on
all them;” and in Acts 10:45 it is described as “the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  So we see that
the Bible uses many different terms to describe the same experience.  Whether we use the
term Baptism in the Holy Spirit or Baptism with the Holy Spirit or any others we have
mentioned, they all mean the same thing - that which we know as the Spirit Baptism, “the
promise of the Father.”

“. . .the Spirit Baptism should not be simply regarded
as a goal which Christians desire to arrive at. It is
rather a gateway to a whole new world of spiritual

perception and understanding. . .”

THE GIFT OF SALVATION

Background Reading: Romans 5:15-19 

The gift of salvation is available to all, regardless of the depth of sin a person may be
in.  This  is  because  salvation  is  free  and  without  condition  apart  from repentance  and
acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

As Peter proclaimed in the scriptures:

ACTS 3:19  “Repent therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
when (in order that) the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”

Then as the Epistles state:

EPHESIANS 2:8  For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God:

EPHESIANS 2:9  Not of (by) works, lest any man should boast (of his own abilities and
power).

TITUS 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, by (through) the washing of regeneration, and renewing of (by) the
Holy Spirit

It is through being baptized into the Body of Christ that we are made the righteousness
of God in Christ. This means that when God looks at us, He sees us as being clothed in
Christ’s righteousness - for this is our legal spiritual position (2 Corinthians 5:21). Each of
us has also become a holy temple unto God, for  the presence of the Holy Spirit dwells
within us.
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1 CORINTHIANS 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body (the Body
of Christ), whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free (all are equal);
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19  What? do you not know that  your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit which is in you, which you have of God, and  you are not your own (we
belong to Him)?

“. . .Each of us has also become a holy temple unto
God, for the presence of the Holy Spirit 

dwells within us. . .”

Once we are saved, we have the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling with our spirit
(Romans 8:9;  Ezekiel  36:27).   This  is  because upon regeneration we are baptized into
God’s presence and love.  But the Lord wants us to have more, far more. He wants us to go
deeper  into  the spiritual  waters  of  His  blessings.  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit  (and
allowing  the Spirit  to  use us  and  work through  us)  is  part  of  that  deeper  water.  This
represents a further experience with the Holy Spirit into which we can enter.

THE GIFT OF THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Background Reading: Acts 1:1-8

God’s gift of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is reserved for His own children - those
who have already come out of the world through their acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour. It is only after taking this step that a person is eligible to receive the Baptism
in the Holy Spirit.

ACTS 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the Name of Jesus Christ for (symbolizing) the remission of sins, and  (then) you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

There are no conditions for receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit except for salvation
and openness to God and His Word in regard to this promised grace. This is because the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a gift of God which may be received instantly by Christians
who believe and yield (are open) to God’s Word of truth.

Who Is The Holy Spirit ?

The question most frequently raised in regard to the third member of the Holy Trinity
is: “Exactly who or what is the Holy Spirit?” Much confusion has been generated by the
many religious cults which identify the Holy Spirit in any of the following ways - as a
thing, a material substance, an impersonal force, an abstract idea, an invisible but active
force, an influence of Deity, a universal mind, etc., etc.
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However, when the Holy Spirit is spoken of in scripture, the pronouns “I,” “Me,” “He”
and “Him” are always used, e.g. Luke 4:18; John 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26; 16:7, 8, 13, 14, 15;
Acts  13:2.  This  clearly  shows  us  that  it  is  a  person  who  is  being  referred  to,  not  an
impersonal force or abstract idea.

For example, let’s turn to Acts Ch.5 which details the story of Ananias and Sapphira.

ACTS 5:3  But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie (so that you
have lied) to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

We see here that Peter is accusing Ananias of lying to the Holy Spirit. Peter then goes
on to say:

ACTS 5:4  . . . Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied unto
men, but unto God (the Holy Spirit).”

So Peter equated Ananias lying to the Holy Spirit with Ananias lying to God. We can
see from this that the Holy Spirit is no impersonal force but is actually the third member of
the Holy Trinity - God Himself.

Similarly, in Luke Ch.1 we have an account of the birth of Jesus. In verse 35 of that
chapter, we find the angel Gabriel speaking to Mary:

LUKE 1:35  And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Spirit shall come
upon you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you: therefore also that holy
thing (the holy One) which shall be born of you shall be called the Son of God.”

We can thus see again from scripture that the Holy Spirit is identified as God.
Now God’s power comes through the agency of the Holy Spirit - God’s healing power,

God’s delivering power, etc. We must understand, however, that the Holy Spirit is not just
power alone.  Just as Jesus is a real person and the Father is a real person, the Holy Spirit is
a real person, and He possesses all the attributes which God the Father and God the Word
possess. Indeed each person in the Godhead has infinite knowledge, love, wisdom, mercy,
power, etc. The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Trinity and He has a personality and a
specific role, just as Jesus and the Father also each have a unique personality and a specific
role.

“. . .The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Trinity
and He has a personality and a specific role, just as

Jesus and the Father also each have a unique
personality and a specific role. . .”

At salvation the Spirit of God comes and makes His abode with us - His presence
permeating us from the outside to the inside, and so indwelling our very being.   But when
we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, we are allowing the Spirit to infill us and so bring us
into a deeper union with Christ, His presence permeating us from the inside to the outside.
This  doesn’t  make  us  more  saved,  but  gives  us  greater  potential  to  do  God’s  will.
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Therefore it makes sense that potentially the Spirit-filled Believer is better positioned to
commune with and serve God than a person not baptized in the Holy Spirit - even though
both are equally saved by the Blood of Christ  and are clothed with His righteousness.
Potentially too the Spirit-filled Believer can be more fully led as they daily, with God’s
grace, take up their cross of self-denial and follow the leading of the Spirit.

“. . .when we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, we are
allowing the Spirit to infill us and so bring us into a

deeper union with Christ, His presence permeating us
from the inside to the outside. . .”

The promise of the coming of the Spirit was prophesied in the Old Testament.

The Promise Given

Let’s turn to the book of the Prophet Joel, Ch.2, where the promise of the Spirit was
given approximately 800 years before its fulfillment began:

JOEL 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall  prophesy, your old men shall  dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:  (Notice that this scripture reflects the New
Testament where the Gospel is freely available to all, regardless of sex, age, social position
or race - Galatians 3:28. In other words, there is no distinction, all are equal.)

JOEL 2:29  And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids (means Believers) in
those days will I pour out My Spirit.

These scriptures began to be fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost, as Peter pointed out.
However, we find in Joel Ch. 2 that the Prophet was actually addressing Israel, and so the
final and ultimate fulfillment of these verses will occur in the Kingdom Age, when born-
again Jews will take the Gospel to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 66:19). Joel’s prophecy thus
concerns both the Church’s present and Israel’s future, and is inclusive of both.

In  Old  Testament  times, the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  certain  people  who  were
anointed of God to lead and/or teach the people of Israel. These people (kings, prophets,
judges, etc.) were given a special Anointing to do the work which God had called them to
do. This Anointing, however, was only an outward influence as the Spirit of God came
upon  them.  In  contrast,  the  Holy  Spirit  actually  dwells  today  within all  born-again
Believers.

God was saying through the Prophet Joel that at some future time He would pour out
His Spirit  “upon all flesh” - that is, all those who would believe. He would pour out His
Spirit in a way the world had never known before - upon those who were regenerated and
in whom the Spirit already dwelled.

The prophecy in Acts refers to “the last days” in the context of the Church Age and the
seven years of the Tribulation.
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ACTS 2:17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God (proclaims these “last
days” as beginning on the Day of  Pentecost,  and continuing through the coming Great
Tribulation), I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh (speaks of all people everywhere
and, therefore, not limited to some particular geographical location; as well, it is not limited
respecting race,  colour,  or  creed):  and your sons and your daughters  shall  Prophesy
(includes both genders), and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams (all given by the Holy Spirit; the Hebrew language insinuates, “both your
young men and old men shall see visions, and both your old men and young men shall
dream dreams”; it applies to both genders as well): (E.S.B.)

While Joel’s prophecy refers to both the Church Age and the Millennial Kingdom, Peter
is only addressing Believers in the Church Age and the Tribulation. The Church Age began
when Jesus rose from the dead (Colossians 1:18) and will conclude at the Rapture. Peter,
while referencing to the prophet Joel, was prophesying about the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
by which all of God’s people in these periods, not just those called into the ministry, would
be able to prophesy, see visions and move in God’s power, as the Spirit willed.

In the New Testament, the first mention of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is found in
Matthew 3:11, where John the Baptist was speaking to the people:

MATTHEW 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto (symbolizing) repentance: but
He Who comes after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He
shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire

Jesus Himself made reference to the Holy Spirit Baptism in the Gospel of Luke (Luke
24:49), and this was repeated in Acts 1:4-5.

ACTS 1:4 And (Jesus), being assembled together with them (the Disciples), commanded
them that  they should not depart  from Jerusalem, but wait  for the promise of  the
Father, “Which” said He, “you have heard of Me (heard Me speak about).

ACTS 1:5  For John truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days hence.”

This promise Jesus gave to the Disciples had nothing to do with salvation. As we
know, the Disciples were spiritually regenerated after Jesus rose from the dead - for they
accepted Him as their  Lord and were exceedingly glad  (John 20:19-21).  Then in John
20:22, Jesus said “receive ye (the promise of) the Holy Spirit,” which is a direct reference
to  Luke  24:49  and  Acts  1:4.   So  at  this  time the  Disciples  did  not  receive  the Spirit
Baptism, but were made ready through regeneration to receive the Spirit Baptism on the
Day of Pentecost. 

“. . .So at this time the Disciples did not receive the
Spirit Baptism, but were made ready through

regeneration to receive the Spirit Baptism 
on the Day of Pentecost. . .”
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The promise was made more explicit when Jesus gave the Disciples instructions to
wait in the city of Jerusalem until they were “endued with power from on high.” He then
ascended into heaven.

The Holy Spirit And His Ministering Flame

MATTHEW 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He Who comes
after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you
with the Holy Spirit, and with fire

“He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire”

The statement by John the Baptist is recorded not only in Matthew, but in the other
three Gospels as well (Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33).

There is a flame that is given to the Saint at conversion because the Holy Spirit is
with and in them (in an “out to in” sense).  The Holy Spirit ministers this flame for the
purpose of bringing sanctification at an experiential level to the Saint.

Positionally,  in  Christ,  the  Saint  is  sanctified,  but  our  thinking and motives do not
always match our position.  God has therefore sent the Holy Spirit to minister His grace in
this  flame  so  that  the  Saint  would  know  God’s  Word  and  will,  not  only  to  gain
understanding, but to warm to His Word and will, and even with God’s empowerment to be
at one with Him in these two areas.

Without the Spirit Baptism, this holy flame (and the graces it brings) can only minister
at a low (“pilot light”) level to cause all this to take place.

However the potential for the Saint who is Spirit-baptized - to become more Christ-like
and to be used for service - becomes much greater, no matter what their calling.

“. . .The “fire” that John the Baptist described is, for
sanctification purposes (i.e. the external flame), an

intensified holy fire that comes with the mighty
Baptism in the Holy Spirit. . .”

The  “fire” that John the Baptist described is,  for sanctification purposes (i.e.  the
external flame), an intensified holy fire that comes with the mighty Baptism in the Holy
Spirit.  This fire will help burn up the dross of self and so help the process of ongoing
sanctification that we need daily -  not for position because as we remain in Christ  we
remain saved, but so that our daily condition will match our position.  This is speaking of
the  way  we  live  and  respond  to  situations  -  our  attitudes  and  our  reactions  to  the
circumstances of life.   It  is  the fire of Pentecost that  helps,  in a greater  way,  with the
process of ongoing sanctification - so that others may see Christ in and through us.

The fire will burn on the outside for purposes of sanctification.  As we have said,
Pentecost made the  “fire” available at  an intensified level  on the outside to all  Spirit-
baptized Christians - but those without the Spirit Baptism will only experience this outside
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flame at a “pilot light” level.  For those who are Spirit-baptized, the potential of the flame
is far greater.  Indeed the pilot light can be compared to the potential of a far greater flame
in the Spirit-baptized Believer.

This flame on the outside illuminates the truth of God’s Word so that the Saint can be
convicted of sin in order to repent and put it under the Blood.  With this they can then be
readied  (in  whatever  way  is  needed)  to  partake  of  God’s  graces  which  will  cause  a
transformation of character.  The degree this takes place will depend on how much Word
they  have,  with  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  digested,  allowing  His  Divine  Nature  to
empower them to believe and trust (to have faith) in that which they have digested.  The
external flame that the Spirit brings to all Believers can only, to a certain degree, thaw the
hearts of non Spirit-baptized Believers.  But when Spirit-baptized, the Believer’s potential
to be thawed and transformed becomes so much greater.

“. . .Pentecost made the “fire” available at an
intensified level on the outside to all Spirit-baptized
Christians - but those without the Spirit Baptism 

will only experience this outside flame at a
 “pilot light” level. . .”

Additionally, for those who are Spirit-baptized, totally committed, and have allowed
the fire to do its work, the flame which started on the outside can proceed to the inside,
causing us to have a passion for the things of God - namely His will - in all things.  This
fire (being the ministering flame of the Holy Spirit) on the inside will create an atmosphere
of holy desire in which the Divine Nature will be able to work in us at its highest level -
according to our focus and faith.  Therefore we should believe the Lord for this holy flame
to work in our lives, at first on the outside and then on the inside of us.  Our daily prayer
should be, “Lord let me see the truths of Calvary and the Blood that has washed my sin
away.”  With this focus we can then pray, “Let the fire burn, Lord, on the outside to get rid
of the dross, and then on the inside of me so that I can burn for You.”  This is necessary if
we are to gain a holy passion by which we can take up our cross of self-denial and follow
our Lord in the power of His might by His Spirit.  In other words, we will be divinely
energized at the highest level to run the race set before us.

Fuel For The Flame of Pentecost

This flame on the inside of the yielded, consecrated, Spirit-baptized Saint must have
fuel in order to burn in the passionate graces of God.  The fuel for this holy flame, as we
have been taught in previous studies, can only be God’s holy truth assimilated into the heart
and mind of the Saint.  This takes place through the ministry of the Holy Spirit as we,
forsaking all, seek God’s truth in our lives.

The Word tells us, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free” (John
8:32).  Then scripture goes on to say, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be
free indeed.”  All holy truth comes, for the Believer, through the doctrine of Calvary, i.e.
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“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).  This indeed is the answer to all our
needs, the Lord’s provision for all our woes.

We can only find our answers,  provision and deliverance in Christ.  Ask the Holy
Spirit, therefore, to reveal God’s plans for your life, then do all you can to both discover
and embrace His truths (including His will), denying all your fleshy desires and ambitions.
This is to forsake all (Luke 14:26).  Only in this way will you be able to find and truly
embrace Him Who first loved you.  His truth must not be chewed over and dissected but
rather digested wholly and completely so that we can, or should we say so that the Holy
Spirit can, ignite that which we have digested, being our holy manna from heaven.  This
fuel ignited by the Holy Spirit will cause a holy fire to burn on the inside.  This will make
our hearts passionate for the things of God pertaining to the truth or truths digested and
assimilated into us, and things pertaining to these truths.  This will help transform even our
very character by the power of the Divine Nature at work in us and through us.  We will
then have a passion for God, His ways, His people and the lost.

“. . .This flame on the inside of the yielded,
consecrated, Spirit-baptized Saint must have fuel in
order to burn in the passionate graces of God. . .”

The more truth we digest, the greater the flame and so the greater the width, length
and depth of holy passion burning within the Spirit-filled Believer.  It is indeed God’s grace
that gives us, through Christ, this fuel of truth that is to be lit by the Holy Spirit in our
hearts  and  minds.   Only  as  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  our  Lord  completely  can  we
progressively grow in experiential relationship with God through Christ.  God will only
ignite that which is holy, and only His truth is holy - nothing else can be compared to it.
Only those who have journeyed with the Holy Spirit (and this must include being Spirit-
baptized) in all sincerity and truth will be given opportunity after opportunity to feast at the
table of the Lord, and to digest the spiritual manna of truth - in fact becoming one with it in
heart and mind.  This in itself will produce a great transformation within the Saint.

Can The Flame Be Lost ?

Can we lose this grace, this flame one may ask?  Many Spirit-filled Believers have
chewed and swallowed the truths of God’s Word but sadly have also swallowed other
unholy things, including unbelief.  Or else they have, with a wrong focus, tried to swallow
the holy truths God has written in His Word.  When this happens, God’s truths cannot be
digested.  God will not and cannot give the graces needed to digest His holy manna when
we allow other things to enjoy equal footing or even to gain ascendency in our life above
His Word and will.  This includes our own thoughts, plans and ideas that contradict His. 

Furthermore, just because God’s Word is assimilated today into our very being, does
not mean that it cannot, in the future, be taken out.  Sin (including anything not of faith)
will cause that which heaven had so carefully placed in the heart of the regenerated man to
be lost.  Then once God’s very Word of truth is lost, because there is no longer any fuel to
keep the flame alight, in this area of loss the holy passion will also depart.  But praise God,
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if a Saint has lost the truth of God’s Word in a certain area, repentance (forsaking all not of
God) and a genuine search for that which they have lost will allow the Holy Spirit to lead
them back into that truth - if they lean not on themselves but on God.

Furthermore, not to flow with the Spirit will cause one to grow cold to God’s will,
for the flesh and the Spirit oppose one another (Galatians 5:16-17).  And God’s love will
never force.  Therefore to stiffen and not flow with the Spirit will cause Him to withdraw,
and the flame to die, resulting in a lack of holy passion.  We could also say it like this - to
resist the Holy Spirit will cause these logs of truth to become wet and saturated, whereby
extinguishing the flame.

Many Christians are taught God’s truths but allow the pressures of life, slackness,
emotional responses (such as disappointment, resentment, feeling offended) to extinguish
God’s sanctifying flame that proceeds from the truth in the Christian’s mind.  In this the
logs of truth in the Christian’s heart are doused with contaminated water.

God, however, has given the Five Fold Ministry to the Church as a gift.  Therefore
when  God’s  Anointing  on  His  truth  comes  into  the  churches  through  the  preaching,
teaching and sharing of the Word through His chosen vessels, Christians who open their
hearts can allow God’s fiery flame (via the Anointing God brings) to dry the saturated logs
of truth in their hearts.  It may take one or many meetings or Bible studies, but the fiery
wind of the Spirit will dry these logs, and when they are fully dried, He will ignite them
once again.  This will cause the sanctifying flame to burn once again.  This is why, as part
of our spiritual diet,  it is so important to attend anointed services.  We will all need this
drying to some degree in our Christian walk on this earth.  Unfortunately, we are connected
at present to an ugly world.  But Christ told us that although we are in the world, we are not
of the world.  It is His grace at work in us that prevents us belonging to or identifying with
the world (John 17:14-16; 2 Corinthians 6:17).

“. . .We can have truth in our hearts without the
flame, but we cannot have the flame of Pentecost

burning in our hearts without the fuel of the truths of
God’s Word. . .”

Note:  We can have truth in our hearts without the flame, but we cannot have the flame
of Pentecost burning in our hearts without the fuel of the truths of God’s Word.  We could
perceive this fuel as spiritual “logs” of truth.  Without the flame, our heart becomes merely
a woodbox, a holding place for these logs, rather than, as it was intended by God to be, a
fireplace in which His truths are ignited.  So without the flame (in the heart) one can still
have truth in one’s heart to a certain degree, according to the Word of God.  And because it
is in the heart, a Saint can have a certain amount of faith in this Word that the Spirit has,
with the finger of God, written on their heart.  But without the Spirit igniting it, this faith is
limited.  For faith to be taken to a deeper and broader level, this truth in the heart must be
ignited by the passion of God’s love contained in the flame of Pentecost.  Man’s heart was
designed to be the human fireplace in which God would not only share with man His holy
truth,  but  also  ignite  this  truth  so  that  man  could  feel  God’s  passion  in  regard  to
righteousness, peace and love.
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In order for the passionate, spiritual flame of Pentecost to continue to burn, we must
also continue to purpose to forsake every worldly and fleshy thing, and allow the Lord to
truly be Lord of all.  Anything less will cause the flame to go out in those areas in which
we permit the cares of the world and the flesh to overtake us.  We are, however, by God’s
plan, designed to burn for Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.  In this we will glorify God
through His Son, Jesus Christ.

“. . .In order for the passionate, spiritual flame of
Pentecost to continue to burn, we must also continue
to purpose to forsake every worldly and fleshy thing,

and allow the Lord to truly be Lord of all. . .”

To sum it up, our Christian life with Jesus as Lord should not be a static experience,
based  on  a  stagnant  relationship.   Rather  it  should  be  an  ongoing  and  progressive
experience, based on an intimate and developing relationship where with Him and because
of Him, we grow in the things of God - not just in knowledge but even becoming more
Christ-like.  The flame of Pentecost, even on the outside, will help us do this.  Amen.

The Promise Fulfilled

After Jesus’ Ascension, the Disciples, by now numbering about 120, and including
Mary the mother of Jesus and many other women, continued steadfastly in prayer, being all
of  one  mind  (Acts  1:13-15).   Jesus  remained  on  the  earth  40  days  following  His
Resurrection.  Then after His Ascension, the 120 Believers waited, as commanded by Jesus,
for another 10 days.  This brought the time period dating from the Resurrection to a total of
50 days, and conveyed them to the Day of Pentecost.  This represented the Feast of Weeks
(or Pentecost), one of the seven feasts of Israel, and one in which the faithful returned to
Jerusalem for the celebration.

It was on the Day of Pentecost, when they were all together in one place, that the
prophecy in Joel 2:28-29 began to be fulfilled. It was on this day that God began to pour
out His Spirit, as Acts 2:1-4 tells us:

ACTS 2:1  And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come (the Feast of Pentecost, one of
the seven great Feasts ordained by God and practised by Israel yearly; it took place fifty
days after Passover), they were all with one accord in one place (not the Upper Room
where they had been previously meeting, but rather the Temple [Luke  24:53; Acts 2:46]).
(E.S.B.)

ACTS 2:2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting (they were probably in the Court of the
Gentiles : E.S.B.).
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ACTS 2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them.

ACTS 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit . . . 

“they were all filled with the Holy Spirit”

Then the Apostle Peter stood up and spoke to the crowd gathered in Jerusalem at that
time:

ACTS 2:14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto
them, “You men of Judaea, and all you who dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto
you, and hearken to my words:

ACTS 2:16  . . .  this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel (please notice that
Peter did not say, “this fulfills that spoken by the Prophet Joel,” but rather, “this is that . . ”
meaning that it will continue); (E.S.B.)

ACTS 2:17  And it shall come to pass in the last days (the “last days” began on the Day
of Pentecost, and will continue into the Tribulation), says God, I will pour out of My Spirit
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

ACTS 2:18  And on my Servants and on My handmaidens I will pour out in those days
of My Spirit (is meant purposely to address two classes of people who had been given very
little status in the past, slaves and women); and they shall Prophesy (pertains to one of the
“Gifts of the Spirit“ [1 Corinthians 12:8-10]): (E.S.B.)”

Peter said “This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.”  He did not say “This
fulfills,”  but  “This  is  that  .  .” -  meaning  that  it  will  continue.   In  other  words,  the
outpouring of the Spirit  which began on the Day of Pentecost is an experience in God
which is meant to be an ongoing manifestation of God’s love and power.

“. . .the outpouring of the Spirit which began on the
Day of Pentecost is an experience in God which is

meant to be an ongoing manifestation of God’s love
and power. . .”

Therefore the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which began on the Day of Pentecost has
not  ceased.  Ever  since  that  day  there  have  been  many  documented  proofs  of  mighty
miracles, signs and wonders following the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ by Spirit-
filled Believers - and these signs are still continuing today.  Remember however that the
greatest and most important witness to the power of the Cross will always be that of the
transformed life, the evidence that God’s will is being done in that person’s life.

The crowds of people who witnessed this first great outpouring of the Holy Spirit were
mainly in Jerusalem for the celebration of the Feast of Weeks, one of the annual Jewish
religious festivals. Others would have been present in Jerusalem for purposes of business,
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for this city was a great trading centre. Thus, as the scriptures tell us, God-fearing Jews
from every nation on earth were present in Jerusalem at that time.

ACTS 2:5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under Heaven.  (Jews  were  then  scattered  all  over  the  Roman  World,  with  thousands
coming in from every nation to keep the Feast). (E.S.B.)

Why Did God Choose This Day To Pour Out His Spirit ?

Background Reading: Leviticus 23:1-16

In Old Testament times, the nation of Israel was instructed by God to keep certain
feasts  (festivals)  in  order  to  celebrate  specific  events.  Within  the  religious  festivals  of
Judaism, there were originally seven feasts which were occasions of public worship.

These seven festivals were held within the first seven months of the Judaic calendar.
The first three feasts (Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits) took place in the first
month. The last three feasts (Trumpets, Day of Atonement and Tabernacles) took place in
the seventh month. Between the first and the last three was the Feast of Weeks, later known
as Pentecost, which was celebrated fifty days after Passover.

We will now briefly look at four of these feasts (Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits
and Weeks) and discover how they relate to the New Testament.

“. . .In Old Testament times, the nation of Israel was
instructed by God to keep certain feasts (festivals) in

order to celebrate specific events. . .”

The Feast of Passover took place on the 15th day of the first month which was Nisan
(April).  This feast was a celebration in which the people remembered the night the nation
of Israel was delivered from the bondage of Egypt. It was on this night that the enslaved
Hebrew people applied the blood of the Passover lamb to their doorways. This saved them
from the angels of judgement who destroyed all the firstborn of Egypt, and “passed over”
their homes. God told His people to continue to celebrate the feast of “Passover,” to remind
them of this time when their lives were saved through the sacrifice of the Passover lamb
(Exodus 12:21-24). And the sacrifice of the Passover lamb is a type-pattern of the sacrifice
of Christ Who became our Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:19).

Note:  The Passover lamb was killed and prepared before sundown on the 14th day of
the month of Nisan.  In the Jewish calendar, the next day began at sundown.  The 15th day
of Nisan, beginning at sundown, was Passover, the time to eat the lamb and celebrate the
passing over of the angels of judgement.  This day also marked the beginning of the Feast
of  Unleavened  Bread,  which  lasted  seven  days.   Pentecost  then  came  50  days  after
Passover.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is a separate feast to Passover and is first mentioned
in Exodus 12:15.  It began at sundown on the “fourteenth day of the month at evening” also
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being the beginning of the  15th day of Nisan.   It continued seven days, during which no
leaven was to be used in the bread of the Israelites, on pain of death (Exodus 12:15-20).
Now leaven is a symbol of evil (1 Corinthians 5:6-8) and false doctrine (Matthew 16:6-12).
The unleavened or unfermented bread was a symbol of the pure spotless life of Christ.

The Feast of Firstfruits took place on the 16th day of the first  month, which was
always a Sunday. During this feast, the people presented a wave offering of the firstfruits of
the grain harvest to God. This is a type-pattern of the Resurrection, for Christ was  “the
firstfruits,” the first of all Believers to rise again (1 Corinthians 15:23).

The Feast of Weeks took place seven Sabbaths and one day (50 days) after Passover.
The Feast  of  Weeks  celebrated  the end of  the grain  harvest  whereby the people,  with
thanksgiving, acknowledged God as their Provider and reaffirmed their reliance upon Him
for their next year’s provision. The Feast of Weeks also entailed a renewal of the Covenant
agreement  that  the people  of  Israel  had made with  their  God.  It  was a  feast  in  which
everyone took part, and when the outpouring of the Spirit occurred on this day, the type-
pattern which emerged was that this gift had been made available to “all flesh.”  Indeed it
was on this day that God began to fulfill the promise recorded by the Prophet Joel that God
would pour out  “My Spirit upon all flesh.” It was on this day that the Church began to
function here on earth - but the Church was actually birthed when Jesus rose from the dead.
Indeed Christ’s Resurrection proved that His sacrifice had been worthy, for His Words “It
is finished” were confirmed by the Spirit Who raised Jesus from the dead.

“. . .It was the Lord Who instigated these feasts and
planned their timing and nature to coincide with
events He knew would take place some fourteen

centuries later. . .”

By looking closely at these festivals, we can see and begin to understand a little of
God’s  great  foreknowledge  and  the  intricate  planning  behind  His  wonderful  design  to
redeem mankind. It was the Lord Who instigated these feasts and planned their timing and
nature to coincide with events He knew would take place some fourteen centuries later.

The Birth Of The Church

The Church was birthed when Jesus was raised from the dead.  He became  “the
firstborn from the dead,”  the first of all Believers to rise again,  and He is the Head of the
Church.

COLOSSIANS 1:18  And He is the Head of the Body, the Church  (the Creator of the
world is also Head of the Church): Who is the Beginning (refers to Christ as the Origin or
Beginning of the Church), the firstborn from the dead (does not refer to Jesus being Born-
Again as some teach, but rather that He was the first to be raised from the dead as it regards
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the Resurrection, never to die again); that in all things He might have the preeminence.
(He is the First and Foremost as it relates to the Church.) (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 8:29  For whom He  (God) did foreknow  (in His foreknowledge God knows
who will respond to the Gospel), He also did predestinate (He has predestined those whom
He knows will respond, He has not predestined who will respond) to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He (Jesus) might be the firstborn among many brethren.

After Christ’s Resurrection from the dead and before the Day of Pentecost, the Saints of
old were taken out of Abraham’s Bosom and brought into the Kingdom of God, into heaven
itself. Death then had no more hold on them.

EPHESIANS 4:8  Wherefore he (the Psalmist) said, “When He (Jesus) ascended up on
high, He led captivity captive  (He took the Old Testament Saints to heaven),  and gave
gifts unto men.” (Psalm 68:18)

Scripture also tells us that some of these Saints arose physically from their graves and
went into Jerusalem to appear to many people.

MATTHEW 27:52  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the Saints who
slept arose (this is not “soul-sleep”; their bodies were in the graves while the spirit and soul
of each Saint was in Paradise - Abraham’s Bosom),

MATTHEW 27:53  And came out of the graves after His Resurrection, and went into
the holy city (Jerusalem),  and appeared unto many  (to whom they appeared and how
many there were, we are not told).

This was of God and occurred after Christ’s Resurrection in order to bear witness to it.
It could be assumed that the impact of this phenomenon would have been great, for some
of these people at least would have been known locally, having been buried in local graves.
     Then on the Day of Pentecost, ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, the Church
was equipped to carry out the Great Commission which He had given:

MATTHEW 28:18  And Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, “All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in earth.

MATTHEW 28:19  Go ye therefore (applies to any and all who follow Christ, and in all
ages), and teach all nations (should have been translated, “and preach to all nations”, for
the word “teach” here refers to a proclamation of truth), baptizing them in the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (presents the only formula for Water
Baptism given in the Word of God): (E.S.B.)

MATTHEW 28:20  Teaching them to  observe  all  things  (the  totality  of  the  Gospel)
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of
the world (end of the age). Amen.”

The Church was equipped for this Commission after Jesus sat down at the right hand
of the Father and sent the Holy Spirit as His replacement here on earth, just as He had
promised. Jesus’ mission was to be the Saviour of men, while the Holy Spirit’s mission is
to be the Comforter, Teacher and Source of power for the Church.
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JOHN 16:7  “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient  (advantageous) for you
that I go away (the Mission and Ministry of the Holy Spirit to the Body of Christ depended
upon the return of Christ to the Father: E.S.B.): for if I go not away, the Comforter (the
Holy  Spirit) will  not  come unto  you;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send Him unto  you (a
Finished Work on the Cross was demanded of Christ, before the Holy Spirit could be sent :
E.S.B.).”

Note that while Jesus could only be in one place at one time, the Holy Spirit does not
have this same restriction!  He is omnipresent, and as such, brings the essence of the Father
and the Son to the hearts of Believers.  This makes possible the promise of Jesus:

JOHN 14:23  . . . “If a man love Me, he will keep My Words: and My Father will love
him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him (in his heart).”

“. . .Jesus’ mission was to be the Saviour of men,
while the Holy Spirit’s mission is to be the Comforter,

Teacher and Source of power for the Church. . .”

Who Baptizes Us In The Holy Spirit ?

Background Reading:  John 1:19-33; Mark 1:1-8

John the Baptist said in Matthew 3:11:

MATTHEW 3:11  “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:  but He Who
comes after me is mightier than I,  Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear:  He shall
baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire”

And Jesus said in Luke 24:49:

LUKE 24:49  “And, behold,  I (Jesus) send the promise of My Father upon you: but
tarry (wait) in the city of Jerusalem, until you be endued (clothed) with power (ability)
from on high.”

Jesus is saying here, “Behold, I send.” This supports our reading of Matthew 3:11: “He
(Jesus) shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” So it is clearly Jesus Who baptizes us with
the Holy Spirit and with fire. Therefore we must be in Christ to receive the gift of the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit which was promised in Joel 2:28-29. Just as Passover precedes
Pentecost, our conversion must precede our Baptism in the Spirit.

“. . .Just as Passover precedes Pentecost, 
our conversion must precede our 

Baptism in the Spirit. . .”
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WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF THE BAPTISM
IN THE HOLY SPIRIT ?

Let’s look at Acts 2:1-4:

ACTS 2:1  And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all  with one
accord in one place.

ACTS 2:2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

ACTS 2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them (this was not just the Apostles but others also, of an unknown number).

ACTS 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

“they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance”

The cloven tongues of fire, the mighty rushing wind and the dramatic demonstration of
people speaking for the first time ever in other tongues were the signs which accompanied
the beginning of the outpouring of the Spirit.

However do not mistake the fire of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit spoken of by John
the Baptist as being the same fire as these cloven tongues.

LUKE 3:16  John answered, saying unto them all, “I indeed baptize you with water;
but One mightier than I comes, the latchet of Whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose:
He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire”

As we have said, by the process of ongoing sanctification, this holy fire on the outside,
the increased flame, can better help cleanse the dross and the after-effects of confessed sin,
as well as the dross of self.  This comes after repentance as the Blood of Christ brings
forgiveness and the cleansing of sin.  Then it is possible for the fire to go deep into the
heart and soul of man to give a  supercharged spiritual  atmosphere in which the Divine
Nature can operate in us at the highest level.  This then causes us to have holy desires and
passions  according  to  the  Father’s  will.   This  is  the  fire  that  accompanies  the  Spirit
Baptism, the “fire” spoken of by John the Baptist.

“. . .Then it is possible for the fire to go deep into the
heart and soul of man to give a supercharged

spiritual atmosphere in which the Divine Nature can
operate in us at the highest level. . .”

Let us now examine another account of people being baptized in the Holy Spirit  as
found in Acts 10:44-46:
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ACTS 10:44  While Peter yet spoke these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all them which
heard (and believed) the word (Peter’s message).

ACTS  10:45   And  they  of  the  circumcision  who  believed  (believing  Jews) were
astonished, as many as came with Peter (there were six - Acts 11:12), because that on     the  
Gentiles  also  was  poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit (unthinkable  to  the  Jewish
mindset - Acts 11:2-3).

ACTS 10:46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God . . .

The wind and the cloven tongues of fire were only experienced initially. However we
can see from scripture that the physical sign which continued to accompany the Baptism in
the Holy Spirit was speaking in tongues. Indeed this sign came to be recognized as the
evidence that God’s gift had been imparted.

Speaking in tongues is speaking in a language which has not been learned, a language
given by the Spirit of God. Sometimes this language may be a known earthly language, and
sometimes it may be an angelic language (Acts 2:4-11; 1 Corinthians 13:1). But always it is
a language which the speaker does not understand on a natural level. In other words, the
speaker is not the author of the tongues, only the vessel of delivery.

“. . .Speaking in tongues is speaking in a language
which has not been learned, a language given 

by the Spirit of God. . .”

When someone speaks in another tongue or language, it is often simply an expression
of devotion or praise to God. Sometimes, however, there may be someone present who
understands the tongue and it then becomes a tool for evangelism. This was the case on the
Day of Pentecost.

ACTS 2:5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven  (Jews  living  in  every  nation  in  the  Roman  world  returned to  Jerusalem
annually for the Feast of Pentecost).

ACTS 2:6  Now when this was noised abroad (when this sound was heard), the multitude
(a large crowd) came together, and were confounded  (bewildered),  because that every
man heard them speak in his own language  (the language of the country in which they
lived).

ACTS  2:7   And  they  were  all  amazed  and  marvelled  (at  these  people  speaking  in
languages they had never learned), saying one to another, “Behold, are not all these which
speak Galilaeans? (This means that the Galilaean accent  was peculiar and well-known
[Mark 14:70; Luke 22:59] : E.S.B.)

ACTS 2:8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, (from the country) wherein
we  were  born?   (This  proves  once  again  that  this  was  not  babble,  mere  chatter,  or
gibberish, but rather a language known somewhere in the world, but not by the speaker)
(E.S.B.)
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ACTS 2:9  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and
in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,

ACTS 2:10  Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene,
and strangers of Rome,  Jews and proselytes,

ACTS 2:11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful
works of God (in these languages they were praising God and proclaiming His wonderful
works).”

ACTS 2:12  And they were all amazed, and were in doubt (should have been translated,
“and were perplexed;" they had no rational  answer to  their  perplexity) ,  saying one to
another, “What does this mean? ” (This was more asking more in wonder than demanding
an answer.) (E.S.B.)

This great crowd of devout Jews, from far-flung parts of the known world, who were
gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of Weeks, heard the Disciples speaking in tongues. The
many languages spoken, however, were not unknown to them. The above scriptures tell us
that they were all filled with amazement as they heard the unlearned Galilean Disciples
extolling the wonderful works of God in languages native to the great numbers of Jews
from other countries assembled there. This was indeed a miraculous sign, as the Disciples
spoke forth in many different languages the wonders of God under the powerful Anointing
of the Holy Spirit.

“. . .This was indeed a miraculous sign, as the
Disciples spoke forth in many different languages the
wonders of God under the powerful Anointing of the

Holy Spirit. . .”

Given Peter’s  quotation from the Prophet  Joel,  the actual  evidence of  the Disciples
speaking  in  tongues  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  plus  numerous  other  references  to  this
phenomenon  in  the  New  Testament,  we  can  see  that  speaking  in  tongues  is  a  New
Testament  experience  available  to  all  (born-again)  Believers.  While  some  people  are
uncomfortable  with  the  concept  of  a  manifestation  accompanying  the  Spirit  Baptism,
scripture clearly states that speaking in other tongues is the physical  evidence of being
baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Jesus Himself had indicated prior to this event that one of the signs which would
accompany those who believe (for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit)  would be that they
would  “speak with new tongues” (Mark 16:17). The Apostle Paul also wrote at  length
about speaking in tongues when he explained to the Corinthian Church how this gift should
be properly used. He gave credence and validity to this experience when he wrote, “I thank
my God I speak with tongues more than you all” (1 Corinthians 14:18).  Obviously Paul
was not just speaking about the quantity, but also the quality of tongues he was uttering -
under the Anointing of the Spirit.  We too can experience this quality in our tongue as we
yield to the Holy Spirit within us, and focus our faith accordingly on that for which the
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Spirit leads us to pray.  Of course the true foundation for any prayer has to be the Cross of
Calvary, and us in Christ in His death and Resurrection.

“. . .We too can experience this quality in our tongue
as we yield to the Holy Spirit within us, and focus our
faith accordingly on that for which the Spirit leads us

to pray. . .”

Differentiating Between Being Saved and
Being Baptized In The Holy Spirit

We  will  now  examine  further  scripture  which  shows  that  being  saved  and  being
baptized in the Holy Spirit are two separate experiences.

Let’s  turn to  the Book of  Acts  where we can see a  little  of how the early Church
functioned and how the power of God is meant to operate through Believers.

ACTS 8:5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria (should have been translated,
“a city of Samaria,” which was probably “Sychem;” this was the Philip of Acts 6:5: E.S.B.),
and preached Christ unto them.

ACTS 8:6  And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip
spoke  (proclaims a great  acceptance of  the  Gospel),  hearing and seeing the  miracles
which he did (verified the Message he preached). (E.S.B.)

ACTS  8:12   But  when  they  believed  Philip  preaching  the  things  concerning  the
Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jesus Christ,  they were baptized  (in water after
receiving salvation), both men and women.

ACTS 8:14  Now when the Apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

ACTS 8:15  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive
the Holy Spirit (this was the reason for which they were sent):

ACTS 8:16  (For as yet He  (the Holy Spirit) was fallen upon none of them  (evidently
Philip had strongly preached Salvation, but had not preached the Baptism with the Holy
Spirit): only they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus.) (This is meant to infer
that they had been baptized in water, but not the Baptism with the Spirit.) (E.S.B.)

We can see in these scriptures that Philip travelled to Samaria to proclaim the Gospel
of Christ to the people. Then Peter and John were sent to Samaria to pray for the people
who had received the word of salvation, so they could receive the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit. These people who had believed were already saved and so they were eligible to
receive the gift of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. This they did, as verse 17 tells us:
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ACTS 8:17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit (the
Spirit Baptism).

The  Samaritan  Christians were  saved  when  they  received  the  word  Philip  was
preaching. They did not receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, however, until Peter and
John came to teach them about it.

This helps establish the fact that baptism into the Body of Christ and Baptism in the
Holy Spirit are two separate experiences. In some cases these experiences can occur almost
simultaneously, but nevertheless, they remain two separate experiences.

“. . .This helps establish the fact that baptism into the
Body of Christ and Baptism in the Holy Spirit are two

separate experiences. . .”

Acts Ch.9 gives us an account of Saul’s (Paul’s) amazing conversion experience on
the Damascus road.

ACTS 9:3  And as he  (Saul) journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light from heaven:

ACTS 9:4  And he fell to the earth (implies that the Power of God knocked him down),
and heard a voice saying unto him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me? ” (To touch
one who belongs to the Lord in a negative way is to touch the Lord!) (E.S.B.)

ACTS 9:5  And he (Saul) said, “Who are You, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus
Whom you are persecuting: it is hard for you to kick against the pricks.”  (See Acts
26:14 - “the pricks” refers to sharp pointed sticks which were placed directly behind oxen
and attached to the plow.  When the oxen kicked, their legs would hit these sharp pricks
which would discourage them from doing so.)

Saul made the terrible discovery in the blinding light that the Name he had hated and
the One whose people he had been persecuting, even to tending the coats of those who
stoned Stephen (Acts 8:5), was the Lord of all.  Jesus declared Himself clearly by the Name
which Saul and the Sanhedrin were attempting to obliterate.  To kick against the pricks was
to oppose God, which is useless.  Once the dark deception of Saul’s course was revealed,
the memory of Stephen’s prayer would have burned into his mind and heart - “Lord Jesus
receive my spirit . . . lay not this sin to their charge” (Acts 8:59-60).

ACTS 9:6  And he trembling and astonished said  (he was stupefied and astounded),
“Lord, what will You have me to do?” (This constitutes the moment that Paul was saved.)
And the Lord said unto him, “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told you what
you must do  (pertains to the Plan of God for Paul, which, in effect,  would change the
world).” (E.S.B.)

In saying, “Lord, what will You have me do?” Saul professed his salvation, for the term
“Lord” denotes Deity.  From this moment, he was saved.  In a second of time, he realized
that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah and that He was alive and raised from the dead.  Not
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only that, but He was God manifest in the flesh, and the fulfillment of all the Old Testament
prophecies. The word  “Lord”  encapsulated for Saul all of this, and he immediately and
completely surrendered his life to the Saviour and Lord of Glory.

Blinded by the light, Paul was led by the hand to Damascus.  The mighty persecutor of
the Church was humbled, all his fierce pride and resolve to wreak havoc upon the followers
of “the Way” had disappeared.  Saul then spent three days fasting without food or water,
seeking the One Who had given Him true sight.  No doubt during this time he would have
considered the depth of his sin in opposing Christ, rejecting the Resurrection and being a
object of terror to the early Christians.  The fear of Saul and the dread of this enemy of the
Church  is  shown  by  Ananias’  response  to  the  Lord’s  direction  (Acts  9:13-14).
Nevertheless, the Lord sent Ananias to pray for Saul. Ananias addressed him as “Brother
Saul,” something he would not have done if  Saul had not yet received Jesus. He then
prayed for him to receive his sight and “be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

ACTS 9:17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house (where Saul was);
and putting his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, Who appeared
unto you in the way as you came, has sent me, that you might receive your sight  (be
healed of your blindness), and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

From the scriptures themselves, we can see that Saul was already saved.  This being
the case, then Ananias was praying for Saul to receive the Spirit Baptism. This conclusion
is given more weight by the fact that salvation is never described in scripture as receiving
the Holy Spirit - for salvation always involves and is equated with receiving Jesus. So this
example also helps us understand that the Baptism in the Spirit is an experience which
occurs separately from, and always subsequent to, the experience of salvation.

“. . .This conclusion is given more weight by the fact
that salvation is never described in scripture as
receiving the Holy Spirit - for salvation always

involves and is equated with receiving Jesus. . .”

Some Christians erroneously teach that unless you are baptized in the Holy Spirit
with the evidence of speaking in tongues, you do not have the Holy Spirit and therefore
you are not saved.  This doctrine is erroneous, and creates division within the Body of
Christ.  Those who profess it confuse the Spirit Baptism with the work of the Holy Spirit at
conversion.  Christians who have felt  threatened by this teaching have protested,  saying
“Didn’t we receive the Holy Spirit when we believed and aren’t we now saved?” Yes, they
did and they are. We are saved when we first believe in Jesus and make Him Lord. At this
time we receive a measure of the Holy Spirit, that being God’s saving presence surrounding
our spirit - for without the work of the Holy Spirit, we could never be saved (1 Corinthians
6:11; 12:13). Jesus said concerning those who love and obey God,  “We (Father, Son and
Holy  Spirit) will  come  unto  him,  and  make  Our  abode  with  him” (John  14:23).  Also
Romans 8:14-16 tells us that we “have received the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry
‘Abba Father’,” the Holy Spirit  bearing witness with our regenerated spirit that we are
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indeed the children of God. Thus we have become the temple, or dwelling place, of the
Holy Spirit, as 1 Corinthians 3:16 states:

1 CORINTHIANS 3:16  Know you not that you are the temple of God (where the Holy
Spirit abides: E.S.B.), and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

However, this does not necessarily mean that we have the fullness of the Spirit  (as
pertaining to this wonderful grace of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit) - for Jesus, as recorded
in Luke 24:49, told the Disciples to wait in the city of Jerusalem until they were “ endued
with power from on high.”  This refers to an experience beyond salvation.

Yes we receive the Holy Spirit at conversion but God wants to take us beyond mere
escapism into a more intimate, interactive and powerful relationship with Himself.  By this
means we may become equipped to do God’s will in a way not possible without this grace
(and depth of relationship).  With this grace, potentially, will come a development in our
character, and this will allow God to reveal to us even the deep things of His Spirit - for He
will be able to trust us with the power of His truth.  It will not corrupt us, but will cause us
to glorify God in all things.  The Spirit Baptism can also bring an intensity to our worship
that is simply not possible without this great grace of Pentecost that  the Lord told His
Disciples to wait for.  The good news is that the waiting is over.  All the Christian needs to
do is ask and receive, as Jesus instructed.

LUKE 11:13  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children:
how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them who ask Him?

“. . .Yes we receive the Holy Spirit at conversion but
God wants to take us beyond mere escapism into a

more intimate, interactive and powerful 
relationship with Himself. . .”

Without the Spirit Baptism, the Holy Spirit remains on the outside of our spirit man
(with His fire to help us with ongoing sanctification), yes protecting us, having saved us
and surrounded us by His saving presence.  Our spirit man is translucent with the light of
God and we are fully saved, as saved as we will ever be.  However He is still teaching us
and guiding us as best He can from the outside.  God’s power flows from the outside to the
inside, and this is wonderful but not where we are meant to remain in God.  This is the
beginning of the new birth in Christ.  Yes He is in us (John 14:23), but His Light, His
presence, flows from the outside to the inside of our spirit.  He desires to come and reside
on the inside so that His power and graces can flow from the inside to the outside.  Really
this is what the Spirit Baptism is about, the Spirit residing on the inside of His people.
From this position He is better able to help us and empower us to live according to His
will. Jesus said, speaking of the Comforter or “Parakletos” in the Greek which means “
One Who is called alongside to help”:
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JOHN 14:17  Even the Spirit of Truth (the Greek says, “The Spirit of the Truth,” which
refers to the Word of God; actually, He does far more than merely superintend the attribute
of Truth, as Christ “is Truth” [1 John 5:6]); Whom the world cannot receive (the Holy
Spirit cannot come into the heart of the unbeliever until that person makes Christ his or her
Saviour; then He comes in), because it sees Him not, neither knows Him (refers to the fact
that only Born-Again Believers can understand the Holy Spirit and know Him): but you
know Him (would have been better translated, “But you shall get to know Him”); for He
dwells with you (before the Cross), and shall be in you (which would take place on the
Day of Pentecost and forward, because the sin debt had been forever paid by Christ on the
Cross, changing the disposition of everything). (E.S.B.)

      Note:  When Jesus spoke to the unregenerate Disciples about the Holy Spirit dwelling
with them, but “shall be in you,” we believe He was speaking in the fullest sense of this
indwelling, i.e. not only occasioned by salvation but also the Spirit Baptism.  Through the
Spirit Baptism they would then be able to experience both the fullness of His comfort as
well as His fellowship and provision of power for ministry.  This was the promise of the
Comforter (John 14:6) Who would come to them following Jesus’ Ascension, and this is
the context in which He was speaking.

“. . .Through the Spirit Baptism they would then be
able to experience both the fullness of His comfort 

as well as His fellowship and provision 
of power for ministry. . .”

Because the essence of God is the same, let’s say, from A to B as from B to A, if the
Holy Spirit resides within A and B, we are just as saved either way.  But for the Lord to
start to move from in to out (B to A) rather than from out to in (A to B) means that we will
be in a far better position in regard to the deepening of our relationship with Him, the
quality of our service and the strength and availability of His power via the gifts of the
Spirit.  In the environment the Spirit Baptism affords, the Divine Nature can potentially
give the Believer an internal atmosphere of greater intimacy (while the essence of God in
that Believer remains the same) - to better empower and propel us towards having the same
desire as God for our Christian walk and service.  But all in all, once baptized in the Spirit,
we must  yield to His promptings and leading as open vessels, trusting in Him Who has
saved us and then filled us with His Spirit from the inside out.  Only as we do this can the
graces of God’s Divine Nature truly fully energize our human nature so that our condition
can match our position in Christ.

RECEIVING THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Let’s turn to Acts 1:1-4:

ACTS 1:1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
to  teach  (N.I.V.)  (Luke  wrote  his  Gospel,  followed  by  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and
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addressed both to this man, Theophilus. Who he was is not known, but he was obviously a
Gentile of importance at that time who had received Christ - Luke 1:3.)

ACTS 1:2  Until the day in which He  (Jesus)  was taken up  (refers to the Ascension),
(which occurred) after that He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments unto
the Apostles whom He had chosen:

ACTS 1:3  To whom also He showed Himself alive after His passion (suffering) by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days (the time period between the Resurrection
and  the  Ascension),  and  speaking  of  the  things  (teaching  things) pertaining  to  the
Kingdom of God:

ACTS 1:4   And,  being  assembled  together with  them,  commanded them that  they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father (Luke 24:49),
“Which” said He, “you have heard of Me (heard Me speak about, e.g. John 7:37-39; John
14:16-17; John 15:26).”

And Luke 24:49 says:

LUKE 24:49  And, behold,  I send the promise of My Father upon you:  but tarry ye
(wait) in the city of Jerusalem, until you be endued (clothed) with power (ability) from
on high.

Jesus said to wait “until you be endued with power from on high.”
Why did Jesus tell His Disciples to wait? He gave this instruction because He had not

yet ascended on high to sit down at the right hand of the Father. So Jesus said in Luke
24:49, “I send.”  This could only take place after He had taken His rightful place with the
Father.  Similarly in John 16:7, we see Jesus telling His Disciples:

JOHN 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient (advantageous) for you that
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter (Holy Spirit) will not come unto you; but
if I depart, I will send Him unto you

So Jesus had to be absent, that is He had to be seated at the right hand of God, before
He could send “the promise of My Father.”

“. . .So Jesus had to be absent, that is He had to be
seated at the right hand of God, before He could send

“the promise of My Father.”. . .”

Some Christians have the view that it is necessary to wait and pray for weeks or even
months  in  order  to  receive  the  Baptism in  the  Holy  Spirit.  However  scripture  clearly
reveals that the waiting period is over.

ACTS 2:1  And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all  with one
accord (assembled together) in one place.
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ACTS 2:2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting (they were probably in the Court of the
Gentiles : E.S.B.).

ACTS 2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them (more than the 12 were present).

ACTS 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other
tongues  (this had never happened before), as the Spirit gave them utterance  (it was He
Who gave them these languages).

The waiting period ended on the Day of Pentecost. We do not have to wait for Jesus
to  enter  the  throneroom  in  order  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  given.  Jesus  entered  the
throneroom around 2,000 years ago as our faithful High Priest. Since the Day of Pentecost,
therefore, the Baptism in the Holy Spirit has been readily available to all Christians who
believe according to the Word.

“. . .Since the Day of Pentecost, therefore, the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit has been readily 

available to all Christians who believe 
according to the Word. . .”

We as Christians need to ask and believe for the Spirit Baptism, however, for this gift
must be sought - it does not come automatically. This is how some Christians miss out on
God’s blessings. They say to themselves or others, “If God wants me to speak in tongues
(or  be healed  or  delivered  etc.),  He will  give  me this  gift  (heal  or  deliver  me).”  This
approach contradicts scripture, for Jesus said:

LUKE 11:9  “And I say unto you (telling us how to approach the Lord for whatever we
need), Ask (believing), and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.

LUKE 11:10  For every one who asks receives; and he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks it shall be opened.

LUKE 11:11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a
stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? (Of course not!)

LUKE 11:12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

LUKE 11:13  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children:
how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them who ask Him?
”

Verse 13 clearly tells us that the Holy Spirit (Baptism) will be given to all who ask, that
is,  all  Christians  who  ask  in  faith.  We know this  because  this  verse  also  says  “your
Heavenly Father...” Therefore we must belong to God’s family before we can ask for and
receive the blessing of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
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No one can ever be baptized in the Holy Spirit until he or she is regenerated. This is
because the Holy Spirit cannot fill a polluted vessel. Before regeneration, our spirit was
polluted with spiritual darkness, causing death to reign.  Once we were washed, justified
and legally sanctified, however, we were made fit for the gift of the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit.  This is  because the spirit  of the Believer is  flooded with light,  the pollution of
darkness having been removed.  To then receive the gift of the Spirit Baptism, we must ask
the Father in Jesus’ Name, for this gift comes through Him and Him alone.

“. . .We as Christians need to ask and believe for the
Spirit Baptism, however, for this gift must be sought -

it does not come automatically. . .”

Hebrews 11:6 gives us a further condition for receiving this or any other gift from
God - for we cannot receive the promises of God without faith or at least an openness to
Him and His power. Indeed faith is the currency of heaven, the legal tender required to
appropriate the promises of God.

HEBREWS 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he who comes to
God must believe that He is  (that He exists), and that He is a rewarder of them who
diligently seek Him.

Many Christians do not receive the gift of the Holy Spirit because they do not ask in
faith,  believing  to  receive.  Such  people  have  not  allowed  the  Holy  Spirit  to  build  up
spiritual hope within their hearts concerning this promise. Alternatively some people ask
amiss (wrongly), not according to scripture. Still others ask but are not open to receive the
Spirit Baptism because they are anxious (overly nervous), have preconceived ideas or have
been subjected to erroneous teaching, etc.

There is an account in scripture of a person trying to pay money for the Baptism in the
Holy Spirit.

ACTS 8:18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the Apostles’ hands the
Holy Spirit was given (what did he see?  he saw and heard them speak with tongues), he
offered them money (he would not have offered money for the mere laying on of hands),
(E.S.B.)

ACTS 8:19  Saying, “Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may
receive the Holy Spirit.”

ACTS 8:20  But Peter said unto him, “Your money perish with you, because you have
thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money ( . . God has nothing for sale;
everything He has is a “Gift” [John 3:16]). (E.S.B.)

ACTS 8:21  You have neither part nor lot in this matter: for your heart is not right in
the  sight  of  God  (he  was  approaching  a  spiritual  matter  from  a  carnal,  self-serving
perspective: Galatians 5:17).
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ACTS 8:22  Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the
thought (evil intent) of your heart may be forgiven you.”

We can see that Simon’s heart was not right with God, for he was seeking with wrong
motives. From a carnal outlook, he thought he could pay for a spiritual gift. In any case,
just as salvation is a gift, so too the Spirit Baptism is a gift. It cannot be bought or earned,
as  Simon  the  sorcerer  discovered.  We  must  approach  God  with  reverence,  humility,
sincerity and openness if we desire to receive.

“. . .We must approach God with reverence, humility,
sincerity and openness if we desire to receive. . .”

In  approaching  God  for  the  Spirit  Baptism,  Christians  must  set  aside  all
preconceived and biased ideas. People need to know that it is God’s will for all Christians
to have this gift, for this knowledge helps them develop faith and expectancy. Christians
then need to come prayerfully, really desiring and expecting to receive. At the very least,
they need to be open to God and His power. To simply ask our Heavenly Father, in faith, in
Jesus’ Name,  is  sufficient.  Quite  often,  however,  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  a  mature
Christian is necessary to help another receive.  The Anointing of God which comes with the
mature Christian’s faith helps the Believer receive God’s gift.   It  can also help calm a
person so that they open up to the Spirit of God.  Additionally, people often need to be
taught in a simple way about being open to God as preparation for receiving the Spirit
Baptism.   This  helps them move in  their  focus from the natural  to  the spiritual,  from
themselves and the world they see around them to the Lord and His will for their lives.

What May Prevent People Receiving The Spirit Baptism ?

Background Reading: Mark 11:23-26

The devil  will  try to prevent Christians receiving the mighty Baptism in the Holy
Spirit because of the potential power that accompanies it.  He does this by encouraging
Christians to:

1. Operate in pride and refuse to yield to the truths of God’s Word in this area (and so):

2. Hold on to doctrine that says the Spirit Baptism is not for today, i.e. it occurred only
in the Apostolic era.

3. Remain ignorant and unbelieving concerning God’s Word in regard to this grace.

4. Remain in confusion through listening to the many voices within the Church that
oppose this promise.
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Anyone who seeks the Baptism in the Holy Spirit while still  having thoughts of
doubt concerning the reality of this experience or promise may have problems receiving -
for God requires faith or at least an openness of mind and heart in order to baptize the
Believer in the Holy Spirit.

Satan, of course, promotes doubt (unbelief) in order to prevent many Christians from
receiving the Spirit  Baptism. This is because unbelief is one of His strongest weapons,
blocking  as  it  does  the  pathway  to  faith.  An  important  truth  for  every  Christian  to
remember  is  that  Satan  continually  tries  to  attack  the  minds  of  those  who  seek  with
thoughts of doubt concerning God’s wonderful promise of the Holy Spirit Baptism. His
suggestions may be as follows: “This is not for today,” “This is not for you,” “You are not
worthy enough yet,” and so on. It is up to each of us, however, to reject these lies and to
stand on the truths of God’s Word, claiming the promises - of course, in this, always relying
on God’s grace for the strength to do so.  Satan’s lies are easily discerned if you take time
to study the Word of God properly concerning this matter and indeed any other of God’s
promises.

“. . .Anyone who seeks the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
while still having thoughts of doubt concerning the

reality of this experience or promise may have
problems receiving. . .”

Satan will do all he can to try to place confusion and doubt into a Christian’s mind
concerning the validity of the Spirit Baptism experience. So because Satan has been able to
promote much false teaching in the Christian Church, every doctrine needs to be checked
to see if it lines up with the Word of God. Indeed every vision, every prophecy and every
so-called “word from the Lord” needs to be scrutinized according to the Word of God to
help determine its authenticity. We are warned accordingly:

COLOSSIANS 2:8   Beware  lest  any  man  spoil  you  (take  you  captive) through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men  (the teaching of men not God -
Mark 7:7), after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

Another version reads:

COLOSSIANS 2:8   See  to  it  that  no  one  carries  you  off  as  spoil  or  makes  you
yourselves captive by his so-called philosophy and intellectualism, and vain deceit (idle
fancies and plain nonsense), following human tradition - men’s ideas of the material
[rather than the spiritual] world - just crude notions following the rudimentary and
elemental  teachings of  the universe,  and disregarding [the teachings of]  Christ,  the
Messiah. (Amp.)

Therefore:

1 THESSALONIANS 5:21  Prove all things (according to scripture); hold fast that which
is good (and completely discard that which does not line up with the Word of God).
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We should measure all things by God’s Word and not by our own understanding or
others’ philosophies.  Then whatever does not line up with the Word of God should be
rejected.

Once  we  have,  with  God’s  help,  rejected  Satan’s  lies,  there  is  then  the  matter  of
yielding. From childhood we are taught to stand on our own two feet and not to always
depend on others. This is good advice within the worldly system. Sometimes, however, this
tendency becomes so strong that people find it hard to yield to the will of God. They find it
hard to give up their lifelong quest for independence. So once we know it is God’s will for
us to receive the Spirit Baptism, we need to let go of the steering wheel and submit to His
will, gracefully and thankfully, remembering that He only desires what is best for us.

“. . .We should measure all things by God’s Word and
not by our own understanding or others’

philosophies. . .”

Other hindrances which can prevent people from receiving the Spirit  Baptism are:
nervousness, unbelief, a reasoning unrenewed mind, unconfessed sin, etc. For example, in
some cases (e.g. Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8:14-23), the individual concerned must repent
of unforgiveness, occult involvement, etc., according to 1 John 1:9, and receive forgiveness
and cleansing. Sins such as these can block people from receiving the glorious Baptism in
the Holy Spirit.  However,  it  is  usually nervousness or anxiety at  not knowing what to
expect, or a lack of knowledge of how to receive the Spirit Baptism which hinders people
from doing so.

WHY DO WE NEED TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT ?

Let’s turn to the Gospel of Luke where Jesus was giving instructions to His Disciples.

LUKE 24:46  And (Jesus) said unto them, “Thus it is written, and thus it behoved (was
necessary for) Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

LUKE 24:47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His
Name among all  nations  (the same Gospel is to be preached to all  races and cultures),
beginning at Jerusalem.

LUKE  24:48   And  you  are  witnesses  of  these  things  (of  Christ’s  life,  death  and
Resurrection).

LUKE 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry (wait)
in the city of Jerusalem, until you be endued  (clothed, equipped) with power (ability,
efficiency and might) from on high.”

“but tarry in the city of Jerusalem, until you be
endued with power from on high”
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In other words, Jesus was telling His Disciples not to begin preaching the Gospel until
they were fully equipped. Although they had been with Jesus for approximately three years,
had  received  much  teaching  from Him and  had  been  spiritually  regenerated  when  He
appeared to them after the Resurrection, they still needed the power that the Spirit Baptism
would provide before they could  “go into all the world and preach the Gospel”  (Mark
16:15).

ACTS  1:4   And  (Jesus),  being  assembled  together  with  them  (His  Disciples),
commanded  them  that  they  should  not  depart from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  for  the
promise  of  the  Father,  “Which”  said  He,  “you have  heard of  Me (heard  Me speak
about).”

ACTS 1:8  But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency and might), after that the Holy
Spirit is come upon you: and you shall be  (more effective) witnesses unto Me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth
(the Gospel is for all).

The word  “power” comes from the Greek word “dunamis” which suggests,  in  this
scripture, an inherent capacity to carry something out.

The Greek word here translated “power” can also mean “ability.”
So when baptized in the Holy Spirit we can then rely on God’s ability in a greater

potential measure, i.e. His power, His knowledge, His wisdom. This will manifest itself as
and when the Spirit  wills.  Nevertheless the Spirit  Baptism is a doorway to this greater
potential,  not  an end in  itself.   To be sure of being used by the Spirit,  we are told in
scripture to prepare ourselves to be accounted worthy, and therefore ready, to be used (2
Timothy 2:15, 21).  And let us remember that it is only by God’s grace working through us
that we will be effective.  The Spirit Baptism enables us to be more effective in His service,
giving God the potential to work in us at a higher level to do that which He desires in our
life and the lives of others (2 Corinthians 4:6-7; Ephesians 6:10).

“. . .So when baptized in the Holy Spirit we can then
rely on God’s ability in a greater potential measure,

i.e. His power, His knowledge, His wisdom. . .”

Referring to Acts 1:4, if Jesus told His Disciples to wait, what do you think He is saying
to every Believer in the Church today? He is saying we are not to go out until we are
equipped, ready and accounted worthy, by God, to walk in our particular calling.

Prior to Jesus’ crucifixion, Peter denied three times that he ever knew the Lord, so
fearful  was  he  of  the  Jewish  leaders  (Matthew  26:69-75).  On  the  Day  of  Pentecost,
however,  Peter  was  filled  with  boldness and raised  his  voice  to  address  the  crowd of
onlookers. Certainly the Spirit Baptism was a major factor in this transformation, Peter’s
word that day being anointed by the Holy Spirit to the extent that 3,000 were converted:
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ACTS 2:41  Then they who gladly received his (Peter’s) word (repenting of their sins and
accepting Jesus as Saviour) were baptized (in water): and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls (new born-again Believers).

Such was the conviction which accompanied Peter’s words that the fruit of his first
sermon was 3,000 souls!  The change from being fearful and self-protective to being full of
the fire of the Holy Spirit can be attributed directly to spiritual regeneration and the fact
that he had been clothed with “power from on high.”

We believe and teach that any preacher, teacher, or church which does not acknowledge
and proclaim the mighty Baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other
tongues is not proclaiming the full message of the Gospel. We also believe that the absence
of  this  doctrine  will  spiritually  disadvantage  those  who  depend  upon these  people  for
guidance.   Christians  who  aren’t  baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit  are  still  used  by God  to
accomplish His purposes in a limited way.  Even in spite of their bias and unbelief, God
will still accomplish through them that which He desires, especially if it is in accordance
with His overall plan.  However, it is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit with its accompanying
empowerment which better  equips us to walk in our Christian callings, and to be bold
witnesses for Christ.

“. . .We believe and teach that any preacher, teacher,
or church which does not acknowledge and proclaim

the mighty Baptism in the Holy Spirit with the
evidence of speaking in other tongues is not

proclaiming the full message of the Gospel. . .”

Note: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit gives us the potential to operate in God’s power,
in the way God wants us to.  But in itself, this experience only provides the means (the
gateway) by which we gain access to this power. The amount of power which will  be
released in a Christian’s life will be in direct proportion to their love for the Lord, their
commitment to Him and the amount of faith they have in the Word of God.  Of course all
this is facilitated by the Divine Nature energizing the human nature of the Believer.  Many
Christians have been deceived into thinking that the Spirit Baptism alone will give them
limitless power. But while the Spirit Baptism is an essential requirement for walking in
God’s power  in  a  greater  way,  it  is  not  the only prerequisite.  Nevertheless,  without  it,
people will not be sufficiently equipped to fulfill the Great Commission Jesus gave to the
Church:

MATTHEW 28:18  And Jesus came and spoke unto them (and this is to all Christians
today), saying, “All power (authority) is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.”

LUKE 24:49 And,  behold,  I (Jesus) send the promise of  My Father  upon you:  but
tarry . . . until you be endued (clothed) with power (ability, efficiency and might) from on
high.
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THEN

MARK 16:15 . . . Go ye into all the world, and preach (proclaim) the Gospel to every
creature (all people),

MATTHEW 28:20  Teaching them to observe all things (the whole Gospel) whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world
(end of the age). Amen.

MARK 16:20  And they went forth (this is referring to the Christians in the early Church,
not just the Apostles),  and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the Word (of God being proclaimed) with signs following. Amen.

The Baptism in  the  Holy  Spirit thus  gives  the  Believer  access  to  power  for  the
purpose  of  service  and  witnessing.  It  can  also  help  the  Believer  develop  a  closer
relationship with the Lord as that Believer yields to His Word and the Spirit’s direction.
Through  the  Spirit  Baptism,  the  Believer  can  gain  a  greater  awareness  of  the  Lord’s
presence and experience a new reality in their Christian walk. Their fellowship with Jesus
can also become more intense and personal, and there can be a new joy, peace and liberty,
and an enhanced ability and desire to praise God in spirit and truth. Furthermore, the Spirit
Baptism can help the Believer become more open to the Lord and so, potentially of course,
more able to walk in tune with His will and His ways.

“. . .It is the dynamic flow of the Spirit’s essence, in to
out, that gives the potential for the development of an

atmosphere that is spiritually charged to a greater
degree. . .”

It is the dynamic flow of the Spirit’s essence, in to out, that gives the potential for the
development  of  an  atmosphere  that  is  spiritually  charged to  a  greater  degree.   In  this
atmosphere,  the  graces  and  energies  of  God’s  Divine  Nature  are  able  to  work  more
effectively within our being.  As a result, we can be enabled to walk and talk as Jesus did,
led and empowered by the Spirit to do the Father’s will.  We too, as Believers in Christ,
have this same potential when baptized “with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

Note:  When the fire of this Baptism (not just the Baptism but the fire of Matthew 3:11)
enters into the heart of man, it causes man’s thoughts and passions to be like those of God -
for this fire of the Baptism is the heart of God given to man in regard to passion.  So we
could say that when this fire reaches the heart of man, it is the passion of God alight.  The
fire in the heart of the Spirit-baptized Saint gives the atmosphere for the holy passion of
God’s love to enmesh and become one with man.  In fact the Divine Nature enmeshes with
and energises the human nature, creating holy passions within so that the Spirit-baptized
Christian with the fire of the Baptism in his heart can truly and fully be at one with God.  In
fact we, in this, can have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) at an experiential level.
But a total yielding and commitment to the Holy Spirit is needed for all this to take place.
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From all this we can see that Christians who reject the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
will not be in God’s perfect will.  The Lord is obviously still able to use Christians who
are not baptized in the Holy Spirit. However the potential in the Lord of a person baptized
in the Holy Spirit is far, far greater than if that same person was not baptized in the Holy
Spirit. This is because we all need the power and fullness of the Spirit to do the work that
each of us is called to do.  To deny Him entry to our life in the way He desires is also to
stunt our relationship with God.  Just as Jesus relied on the Holy Spirit during His earthly
walk and ministry, we too need to also rely heavily on the Spirit of God if we are to grow
in our relationship with the Father!

“. . .When the fire of this Baptism (not just the
Baptism but the fire of Matthew 3:11) enters into the
heart of man, it causes man’s thoughts and passions

to be like those of God . . .”

WHAT CAN THE HOLY SPIRIT DO FOR US PERSONALLY ?

Background Reading:  John 14:12-26; 16:7-15

In John Ch.14, Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as  “the Comforter.” This word is a
translation of the Greek word “Parakletos.” “Para” means “alongside of” and “kaletos”
comes from “kaleo” which means “to call.” So our “Parakletos” is the One Who is called
alongside of us - our Comforter.

JOHN 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter (the
“Parakletos”), that He may abide with you (in your heart and life) forever;

JOHN 14:17  Even the Spirit of Truth; Whom the world cannot receive (to receive the
Holy Spirit,  the unbeliever must accept Jesus as his Saviour) ,  because it sees Him not,
neither knows Him: but you know Him (you shall know the Holy Spirit); for He dwells
with you, and shall be in you.

After regeneration, the Holy Spirit, as our Comforter, gives us the assurance that we
are saved and belong to God’s family, as we seek, then open up to, this assurance. He does
this through bearing witness with our spirit that we are indeed the children of God.

JOHN 14:26  But the Comforter (Helper), which is the Holy Spirit (proclaims the Third
Person of the Godhead), Whom the Father will send in My Name (because Jesus paid the
price on the Cross, enabling the Holy Spirit to come in a completely new dimension), He
shall teach you all things, and bring all things  (proclaims the Holy Spirit as the Great
Teacher  of  the  Word  of  God,  which  is  the  only  way  one  can  learn  the  Word) to  your
remembrance,  whatsoever I have said unto you  (refers to the Holy Spirit  helping the
Apostles remember what Jesus had said,  and as well  to understand what He had said).
(E.S.B.)
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JOHN 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, Whom I will send unto you from the
Father  (presents Jesus as the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit [Matthew 3:11; Jn.1:31-33]  :
E.S.B.), even the Spirit of Truth (concerns the veracity of the Word of God; the Holy Spirit
superintended its writing all the way from Moses, who began with Genesis, to the closing as
given to John on the Isle of Patmos:  E.S.B.), Who proceeds from the Father,  He shall
testify of Me (for the Holy Spirit always reveals and glorifies Jesus):

ROMANS 8:15  For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but you
have received the Spirit of adoption (by the Holy Spirit we have been adopted into God’s
family), whereby we cry, “Abba, Father.” (Abba is Aramaic for “Father,” the Holy Spirit
enabling  us  to  address  God  in  this  way  through  our  Saviour’s  finished  work.  Jesus
introduced this intimate designation to the Disciples -  the Jews never addressed God as
Father. The title speaks of close, personal relationship.)

ROMANS 8:16  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit (constantly confirming
to us), that we are the children of God:

GALATIANS 4:6  And because you are sons (this is a privileged position), God has sent
forth the Spirit  of  His Son into your hearts,  crying,  “Abba, Father”  (with the Holy
Spirit’s  help  we  are  enabled  by  faith,  to  call  God  “Abba  Father,”  the  closest  English
equivalent being “Daddy,” a word indicating trust and closeness, not legalism.).

The Holy Spirit, also known as  “the Spirit of Truth,” can  teach us,  lead us into all
truth, and show us things to come. He will also guide and direct us in our daily faith-walk.
There is, however, a condition. The condition is that we must allow Him to lead and teach
us. Then we must embrace that which is illuminated to us by the Holy Spirit so that it
becomes a part of us.  Therefore we need to study and meditate on the truths of God’s
Word, and fellowship regularly with the Lord, seeking His will in every situation.  Through
this kind of yieldedness, we allow the graces and energies of His Divine Nature to energize
our human nature so that we walk in the will of the Father.  This is brought to us as we seek
it with all that is within us, so as to embrace not only the truth but the Giver of that truth.

“. . .The Holy Spirit, also known as “the Spirit of
Truth,” can teach us, lead us into all truth, and show

us things to come. . ,.”

The Holy Spirit Reveals Truth

Jesus, speaking to His Disciples, said:

JOHN 14:26  “But the Comforter, Who is the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send
in My Name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.”

JOHN 16:13  “Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all
truth: for He shall not speak of Himself (it is the work of the Holy Spirit to glorify Jesus);
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but whatsoever He shall hear (from the Father), that shall He speak: and He will show
you things to come.

JOHN 16:14  He shall glorify Me (will portray Christ and what Christ did at the Cross for
dying humanity): for He shall receive of Mine (the benefits of the Cross), and shall show it
unto you (which He did, when He gave these great Truths to the Apostle Paul [Romans ,
Chpts. 6-8, etc.]). (E.S.B.)

JOHN 16:15  All  things  that  the  Father has  are  Mine  (all  wisdom,  knowledge  and
power): therefore said I, that He shall take of Mine, and shall show it unto you.”

The Apostle Paul writing to the Corinthian Church said:

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9  . . . as it is written, ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man  (the purpose is to show that we cannot come to a
knowledge of God through these normal ways of learning : E.S.B.), the things which God
has prepared for them who love (obey) Him.’ (Isaiah 64:4)

1 CORINTHIANS 2:10  But God has revealed them unto us by His Spirit  (spiritual
knowledge comes only by revelation): for the Spirit searches all  things, yes, the deep
things of God.  (The Holy Spirit is the only One amply qualified to reveal God because He
is God, and He is the member of the Godhead Who deals directly with man : E.S.B.)

1 CORINTHIANS 2:11  For what man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of
man which is in him (only a man himself can know what and how he truly thinks)? even so
the things of God knows no man, but the Spirit of God (no man can know the things of
God except the Spirit reveals them).

1 CORINTHIANS 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world (which is of
Satan), but the Spirit Who is of God (the Holy Spirit); that we might know (understand)
the things that are freely given to us of God.

It is only through the Holy Spirit’s ministry that the deep truths of God’s Word can
be revealed or illuminated to our hearts as revelation knowledge. But God can, potentially,
reveal His Word faster, and with a greater depth and therefore connection, to the individual
who is baptized in the Holy Spirit.  As we shall learn, people who are baptized in the Holy
Spirit give God the potential to speak directly to their spirit, rather than to their spirit via
their  mind.   Because of  this,  the  communication  channel  is  more direct  and therefore,
potentially, clearer.  There is also less chance of misunderstanding when the voice of the
Lord is not being directed through the Christian’s mind.

“. . .people who are baptized in the Holy Spirit give
God the potential to speak directly to their spirit,

rather than to their spirit via their mind. . .”

The Word of God comes from the mind of God, and it shows us His character, His
standards, His thoughts and His desires. The spiritual content of the Bible, however, can
only be revealed to us in its fullness by the Holy Spirit, for spiritual truth cannot be fully
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comprehended  by  the  natural  mind.  Indeed  to  the  natural  mind  it  is  perceived  as
“foolishness.”  Part of the ministry of the Holy Spirit is thus to reveal spiritual knowledge
to us, as 1 Corinthians 2:13-14 states:

1 CORINTHIANS 2:13  Which things also we speak, not in the words (or ways) which
man’s wisdom (worldly knowledge) teaches, but which the Holy Spirit teaches (shows);
comparing  spiritual  things (truths) with  spiritual  (communicating  spiritual  Truths  to
spiritual men by the Spirit : E.S.B.).

1 CORINTHIANS 2:14  But the  natural man (unregenerated or natural thinking man)
receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (understood).

So  the  Word  of  God can  only  be  fully  understood  by  the  heart,  as  revelation
knowledge,  when  the  Spirit  of  God  reveals  it  as  such.   For  example,  the  mind  of
unregenerated man cannot understand the necessity for receiving Jesus as Lord. Indeed this
spiritual truth is utter foolishness to him (1 Corinthians 1:18-25). Through the ministry of
the Holy Spirit, however, if a person is open to receive this knowledge, by God’s grace the
need for salvation can be revealed to that person’s heart. This is called the impartation of
truth - and the grace of faith to believe on and in Jesus is given so that the sinner may
believe.  Then if  he or she responds to this  knowledge by receiving Jesus as Lord and
Saviour, and continues to be open to God, the Holy Spirit will be able to reveal further
spiritual knowledge to that person. Generally, however, the Holy Spirit will only reveal
knowledge to the Christian according to their level of maturity, as the Word shows us.

ISAIAH 28:9 Whom shall He  (God) teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to
understand  doctrine?  them  that  are  weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from  the
breasts.

ISAIAH 28:10  For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon
line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little

Why we need to study and develop within the level of our personal spiritual growth,
little by little, is because when people go beyond that which they are able to understand,
they can become confused.

“. . .just as the natural mind cannot understand
spiritual truth, the carnally minded Christian is also
unable to fully understand, and therefore appreciate,

God’s deeper truths. . .”

Furthermore,  just  as  the natural  mind cannot understand spiritual  truth,  the carnally
minded Christian is also unable to fully understand, and therefore appreciate, God’s deeper
truths, as Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians Ch.3.
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1 CORINTHIANS 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual
(mature Christians), but as unto carnal  (worldly, sense-ruled Christians, or those placing
their faith in something other than the Cross), even as unto babes in Christ.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:2  I have fed you with milk, and not with meat  (because of their
carnality, they were immature and unspiritual): for hitherto you were not able to bear it,
neither yet now are you able (to receive the meat of the Word).

1 CORINTHIANS 3:3  For you are yet carnal: for whereas (since) there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are you not carnal (the flesh has not been crucified and
is running rampant), and walk as (unsaved, unchanged) men?

There is nothing wrong with being a “babe in Christ” if you are a new Christian, e.g. 1
Peter 2:2.  But for an older Christian to be still a babe in Christ means that they are carnally
minded, perhaps even religious.  So the term can be used in either a positive sense or a
negative sense.  Paul obviously used it in the context of 1 Corinthians Ch.3 as a negative.
A babe is sense-ruled, controlled by circumstances and dominated by logical or worldly
thinking, etc.  Alternatively they have turned their faith into a religion, going back to works
(actions and activities) to try to find favour with God, thinking that in this, God is pleased
(Galatians 5:1-6)!

“. . .Carnally minded Christians . . . still have their
minds on worldly issues and are centred on

themselves and their own fleshly desires, rather than
on what God desires for them. . .”

Carnally minded Christians, even though they may be baptized in the Spirit, block
the  Spirit  of  God from speaking to  them and revealing  deeper  truths  to  them. This  is
because they still have their minds on worldly issues and are centred on themselves and
their own fleshly desires, rather than on what God desires for them. Paul describes these
types of Christians as  “babes in Christ,” even though they may have been Christians for
many years. They are  “babes” because they have not yet gained control of their fleshy
desires and so are unable to grow to maturity in the Lord. Some have a certain bias in
regard  to  truth,  while  others  simply  resist  the  Lord’s  leading  and  direction,  being
determined to continue in the state of self-rule.  Note that the length of time we have been
Christians does not determine our status or maturity - rather these are determined by the
extent to which we are led by God’s Spirit. And when we are led and empowered by God’s
Spirit, we will show forth real spiritual fruit.

HEBREWS 5:13  For every one who uses milk (the milk or basic principles of the Word)
is unskillful in the Word of righteousness (truth that would cause us to walk in the will of
God): for he is a babe (immature Christian, one who walks in the flesh not the Spirit).

HEBREWS 5:14  But strong meat (the meat or deeper truths of the Word) belong to them
who are of full age (mature Christians), even those who by reason of use (practice) have
their senses exercised to discern (know the difference between) both good and evil.
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In Hebrews 5:13, the phrase  “for he is a babe” refers to a Believer who does not
understand, for whatever reason, the benefits that are available to him today through and
only through the  finished work of Jesus on the Cross - that is  the benefits  that  can be
applied to his life on an experiential level.

So after receiving the Spirit Baptism, in order to allow the Spirit to reveal the deeper
truths of God’s Word to us, and for us to understand what is available to us through the
finished work of Christ on the Cross, we need to be Word-centred and Jesus-centred, not
self-centred.  We cannot  afford  to  pursue  fleshy  interests,  desires  and  ambitions  above
God’s will. We need to be fully committed to the Lord and goaling to do, in the power of
the Spirit, not only everything He has told us to do, but also everything He will reveal to us
in the future. In other words, we should make this commitment ahead of time.  We also
need to be open, with the attitude of really desiring to know truth. This is not only for our
own sakes, but so that we can be equipped to help others come to the knowledge of the
truth and walk in victory. Remember that it is only from a position of spiritual strength
(when this is our condition) that we are really able to do so.

Note:  Legally Christ has given us victory, but we need to yield to the Holy Spirit so
that by His power at work in us, our condition is brought up to our position in Christ.

The Christian after salvation must go on with Christ and in Christ, by the power of
the Spirit, if they are to grow in maturity.  And it is important that we mature in our faith.
Otherwise the flesh will cause us to stumble in our walk, groping in the darkness.  Indeed  “
‘The flesh’ cannot understand spiritual realities.  It is either too backward, or too forward,
or too courageous, or too cowardly.  It is incapable of ever being right: and it is impossible
of improvement.  Hence it must ‘die’ (Williams)” 1

Maturity is about abiding in the Light.  Because God is “the Father of lights” (James
1:17), His children must abide in His Light (1 John 1:7).  Without the empowerment of
Divine Light, one cannot taste or see the truth.  We need to be energized in our human spirit
so that we can see and feel - having a passion for the Word of God which is His will and
passion.  Indeed He places His Word above His very Name, thus showing us how important
it is.  He then submits to it, and so should we.  Spiritual light provides us with a heavenly
atmosphere that causes us to flow in and respond to God’s graces, showing He Who lives in
and with us to be the One Who reveals truth to us.

“. . .Spiritual light provides us with a heavenly
atmosphere that causes us to flow in and respond to

God’s graces, showing He Who lives in and with us to
be the One Who reveals truth to us. . .”

Yes it is Christ the world must see in our daily activities and responses to injustices.
How will they know the Saviour of our heart unless we take up our cross and allow Jesus to
present Himself through us?  Indeed we are meant to be living epistles “known and read of
all  men” (2 Corinthians 3:2).   His love must be presented through the message of the
Gospel, expressed in both the spoken word and the power of a changed life!  Maturity of
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the soul (mind and emotions) must be developed for this to take place, and this is a work
the Holy Spirit will do in the yielded Saint.

“. . .His love must be presented through the message
of the Gospel, expressed in both the spoken word and

the power of a changed life. . .”

The Holy Spirit Leads Us

The scriptures tell us:

ROMANS 8:1  There is  therefore now no condemnation  (guilt) to them who are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit (being led and empowered
by Him).

GALATIANS 5:25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (“walk” refers
to our lifestyle; this Passage declares both life and Holiness to be the Work of the Holy
Spirit;  He  operates  Salvation  and  He  operates  Sanctification;  both  are  realized  on  the
Principle of Faith. . .: E.S.B.).

Another version reads:

GALATIANS 5:25  If we live by the [Holy] Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. [If by
the Holy Spirit we have our life in God, let us go forward walking in line, our conduct
controlled by the Spirit.] (Amp.)

Speaking of Galatians 5:25, Wuest says:
“The word “Spirit” is dative of reference. The word “if” is the conditional particle of a

fulfilled condition. That is, “in view of the fact” or “seeing that” we live with reference to
the Spirit. The Galatians were living with reference to the Spirit in the sense that the new
divine life resident in their beings, was supplied by the Spirit. Now, Paul says, “in view of
the fact that you Galatians have a new life principle operating in your beings, then walk by
the Spirit.” The word walk is from stoicheō (στοιχεω) which means “to walk in a straight
line, to conduct one’s self (rightly).”

Thus, the exhortation is to the Galatians who have divine life resident in their beings, to
conduct themselves under the guidance, impulses, and energy of that life. Here we have the
free will of the Christian and his responsibility to live the highest type of Christian life, and
the grace of God which will make that possible. The responsibility of the saint is to desire
to live a Christlike life, to depend upon the Holy Spirit for the power to live that life, and to
step out on faith and live that life. This fulfilled,  will bring all the infinite resources of
grace to the aid of the saint, and put in operation all the activities of the Spirit in his
behalf.

Translation. In view of the fact that we are being sustained in (spiritual) life by the
Spirit, by means of the Spirit let us go on ordering our conduct.” 2

(underlines added.)
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So  to  live  in  victory  in  Christ,  and  to  come  under  “no  condemnation,” we  must
“walk ... after the Spirit” - that is, we must be led and empowered by the Holy Spirit. This
is absolutely fundamental to the Christian faith-walk, for  we cannot serve or please God
outside His will for our lives, or  apart from His power being allowed to operate in our
lives.

One way to be led by the Holy Spirit is to be led by the revealed Word of God - for
the  Lord  wants  Christians  to  be  led  by  His  Word  and  not  to  rely  primarily on  signs,
prophecies or visions etc., for direction. Remember also that signs, prophecies and visions
which come from God will never contradict His Word. For example, to receive personal
prophecy that one should divorce one’s Christian partner is definitely not of the Lord - for
this would be going against the principles of His Word.  Sadly people’s agendas can cause
them  to  be  biased,  and  therefore  prone  to  blocking  off  to  (ignoring,  rejecting,  being
ignorant of) the Spirit’s leading.

“. . .we cannot serve or please God outside His will
for our lives, or apart from His power being allowed

to operate in our lives. . .”

We can only get to know the will of God by first hearing and meditating on His Word
and allowing the Spirit of God to reveal His truths to us. In this way we can know in our
heart His basic principles of Christian living.

We learned our times tables when we were at school by repeating them many times
until  we knew them by heart.  We should also learn specific scriptures by heart  so that
God’s living Word is available to us at any time. This is important, for circumstances may
arise where we need, for proper focus, to quote God’s Word in the face of uncertainty or
affliction - and there is not time to locate a Bible and begin searching through it!  Certain
scriptures which are known to us can be brought to our attention by the Spirit at these
times.  This then becomes a way in which the Spirit can lead us and speak to us.  In fact
this is usually the way God speaks to us!

Joshua  was  given  the  following  instruction  regarding  the  Word  of  God,  and  this
principle still applies today.

JOSHUA 1:8  This Book of the Law (God’s Word) shall not depart out of your mouth
(talk about the Word all the time); but  you shall meditate therein day and night (think
about the Word all the time), that you may observe (be watchful) to do (act) according to
all     that is written therein:    (and this is the promise) for then you shall make your way
prosperous, and then you shall have good success.

PSALM 1:1  Blessed is the man who walks (conducts his life) not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners (walks on the sinful road), nor sits in the seat of
the scornful.
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PSALM 1:2  But his delight is in the Law of the Lord (the Word of God – Psalm 19:7-11;
Psalm 119:105); and in His Law does he meditate day and night (this is his focus, for he
desires to please the Father).

There are many, many scriptures which, if memorized, are invaluable aids to help us
follow the leading of the Spirit. Some examples are as follows (John 14:21; 1 Corinthians
10:13; 2 Corinthians 10:5; Galatians 2:20; 1 John 1:9; 1 John 3:22).

Throughout our daily routine we can also reflect on our studies and on what the Lord
has directed us to do. As we do so, our minds can be continually washed afresh with God’s
principles. This can enable us to be more open to receive God’s direction, even if this may
involve, at times, correction through one of His chosen vessels.

God uses ministers in the Five Fold Ministry to help teach, and give direction to His
people, and lift  them up in faith. This then is another way to be led by the Spirit. But
Christians can only gain this extra leading beyond their own personal study of God’s Word
when God’s ministers are themselves being led by the Spirit. Whenever Christians receive
correct direction and act upon it, they are being led by the Spirit of God.

Mature Christians will accept proper Holy Spirit correction and will repent, if sin is
exposed, and profit thereby. Sometimes Christians with unrenewed minds will not accept
correction so easily and may be offended because of ignorance, pride and immaturity. In
becoming offended, they are actually rejecting God’s direction - and they will be impeding
their own spiritual growth and indeed their usefulness to the Lord if they respond in this
way.

Concerning matters that are not specifically covered by God’s Word, we can also
be led by the Holy Spirit through an inner witness that is beyond personal emotions. This is
important when, from time to time, we have important personal decisions to make, and we
need the leading of God’s Spirit so that we can obtain direction regarding His will for our
life. Examples of such decisions may be whether to change jobs or go to a certain church,
etc.

“. . .Concerning matters that are not specifically
covered by God’s Word, we can also be led by the

Holy Spirit through an inner witness that is beyond
personal emotions. . .”

God has the answer to our every need. However, unless we submit to the ministry of
the Holy Spirit and follow His leading for our life, these answers may never be revealed.
So do not be stubborn and hard to turn, “stiff-necked” as the scriptures sometimes describe
God’s chosen people (Exodus 33:3; Acts 7:51). Instead be always attentive to the Holy
Spirit, taking time to seek the Lord’s leading (or preparing yourself so as to be lead e.g.
through study and prayer,  etc.)  as  you encounter  change  and opportunity  in  your  life,
setting your heart on following His leading. The scriptures exhort us to seek, and provide
us with the promise of direction as we do so:
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PROVERBS 3:5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own
understanding (your own ideas, your own thinking).

So seek Him and His will with all that is within you and be assured of this promise:

PROVERBS 3:6  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths (as
you seek, find and embrace His will for your life).

How The Holy Spirit Speaks To People

Background Reading: Acts 16:6-10 

As we know, there are many ways in which the Holy Spirit can speak to us. He can
give  us  direction  in  the  form of  a  conviction  from within  (an  inner  knowing  beyond
personal  emotions),  a  voice from within or a strong impression beyond self.  The Holy
Spirit may also place thoughts into our mind, or lead us to particular scriptural references
that seem to stand out, being relevant to particular aspects of our life at certain times.   A
peace in  our  heart  that  passes  natural  understanding can  also be evidence of  the Holy
Spirit’s  leading.   This  is  not  to  be  confused  with  fleshy  peace,  or  remaining in  one’s
comfort zone when the Lord actually wants to take us on.  The Lord may even use an
audible voice such as Paul heard on the road to Damascus, although this is rare. Because
each person is different, however, and God deals with everyone individually, we cannot
formulate patterns concerning the way in which God may choose to communicate with any
given person at any given point in time.

Also,  the Holy Spirit  will  speak to  each of us according to  our own language and
culture.  For  example,  if  people  are  Italian,  what  language  will  the  Holy  Spirit  use  to
communicate with them? Italian, of course. If we are from an English speaking country, the
Holy Spirit will speak to us in the English language.

God will  speak to  people in  their  own language,  whatever  this  language  may be.
Whether it be Spanish, Chinese or German, the Holy Spirit will communicate with them in
their own language and according to their own culture, so they may know and understand
God’s direction and His will for their lives.  In other words, without compromising His
Word, the Holy Spirit will communicate His will (which is also the will of the Father and
the Son) so that we can understand it.

“. . .If we want to hear the Spirit speak to us in the
quietness of our heart, we need to set aside our own
thoughts, perceptions and understanding, and our

own desires. . .”

The Lord wants to fellowship and commune with His children as a normal parent
does. He wants to be close to us and to speak to us as a true father. God also desires that we
recognize His voice so we can walk in His perfect will for our lives.
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Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit is very gentle and will not force His ideas or His direction
on anyone. Indeed the leading of the Spirit is often perceived as a  “still small voice” (1
Kings 19:12), and unless we come to the Lord without the clutter of bias, our own desires
and opinions, or the busyness of the day, we may never hear that which the Spirit would
have us know. To do this we need to be completely open.  If we want to hear the Spirit
speak to us in the quietness of our heart, we need to set aside our own thoughts, perceptions
and understanding, and our own desires.  We will not hear the Lord if we are not yielded
and surrendered, but full of self and our own ideas.

One of the keys to being led by the Spirit is to abide in (meditate on) the Word of
God. As we do so, we will be tuning our spiritual ears to hear God’s voice (or to understand
His thinking) more clearly. And the more of God’s Word we have in our heart, the more
likely it will be that the Spirit will be able to communicate with us at deeper levels when
needed. Indeed having the Word of God in our heart will help us develop the sensitivity to
differentiate between the voice of the Lord, the voice of the enemy and our own thoughts
(Hebrews 5:14). Sometimes, when we have not been able to distinguish between these
three voices, we may need the Lord to speak to us through another mature person of faith.
After beginning in this way, we may then open up to the Lord and become able to discern
what He is saying to us.

“. . .Indeed having the Word of God in our heart will
help us develop the sensitivity to differentiate between

the voice of the Lord, the voice of the enemy 
and our own thoughts. . .”

His promise is there for all, so “ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find;
knock,  and it  shall  be opened unto you” (Matthew 7:7).   If  we truly desire the Lord’s
direction, He will show us.  It is foolish to race ahead with one’s own plans and schemes,
and then attempt to claim the Lord’s blessing simply because we are His children.  We are
not meant to be the captain of our own ship - He is.  Therefore not to acknowledge the Lord
in a true sense, or to say “Not my will but Your will Lord be done,” will not guarantee
success.  The Lord’s  blessings are  contingent  upon us yielding and obeying Him (John
14:21).  Self-rule is of the flesh and will oppose the work of the Spirit  in our life and
prevent Him from leading us into all truth. Thus we need to be honest with the Lord and
ourselves so that we do not become deceived and think we are following the Lord when in
fact we are simply doing what we want when we want.

The Holy Spirit Gives Us Power

Background Reading:  Acts 8:4-8

We are promised power through the Spirit Baptism:

ACTS 1:8  But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency and might), after that the Holy
Spirit is come upon you (specifically states that this “Power” is inherent in the Holy Spirit,
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and  solely  in  His  domain  : E.S.B.):  and  you  shall  be  witnesses unto  Me  both  in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth
(the Great Commission is to all people).

We could compare God’s power in a person’s life to the power of a generator. When a
person  is  regenerated,  they  receive  a  measure  of  the  Spirit  (that  being  God’s  saving
presence) which is sufficient to supply power for their own lives. To reach out to others
effectively, however, a larger generator is needed, and this only becomes available through
the  Spirit  Baptism.  Thus,  once  we  are  baptized  in  the  Spirit,  the  larger  generator  is
installed, giving us potentially, a greater measure of the power of the Holy Spirit - in other
words, more grace for service.  The potential is then there for us to operate in the power of
God in a greater way so that we may help others. Even then, though the power may be
residing within us, there are switches which need to be turned on in order for this power to
be released.  (As we have said, after the Spirit Baptism we are no more saved, but we are
better positioned to advance in the graces needed as we continue in Christ, daily taking up
our cross!)

“. . .once we are baptized in the Spirit, the larger
generator is installed, giving us potentially, a greater

measure of the power of the Holy Spirit - in other
words, more grace for service. . .”

First of all we must be accounted worthy to operate in God’s power. This means we
need to develop sufficient wisdom so that God can trust us with His power. He needs to
know we will not use it unwisely or with selfish motives - for our own gain or glory.  This
strength will only become evident as our character is developed, and we start to become, in
thought and deed, more Christ-like.  This change takes place through us yielding to the
Holy Spirit and being empowered by His Divine Nature in all aspects of our lives.  Once in
this position, when people who need God’s help come across our path, we will be able, by
the power of God, to assist them so that they may obtain His leading, His deliverance or
His empowerment etc.

At other times, those who are in need may require some preparation so that they may
come to a position where they are able to receive. The most common example of this is
where people need healing and have to really immerse themselves in the Word of God
before  asking for  prayer  in  this  regard.   Such  people  may  have  faith,  but  unless  it  is
properly focused, then it will be in vain.  In other words, the object of their faith must be
Christ and us in Him, raised with Him.

Also, correct wiring is required for electricity to flow through a house and provide
light for the whole building. If the wiring is faulty or has a break in it, the power will be
unable to flow. This can be compared to a person having sin in their life, for sin can cause a
blockage which will prevent God’s power from flowing - in other words, sin will cause the
fuse to be blown, or even the wiring of our mind to corrode.

Light bulbs may also sometimes be faulty and need replacing. This is like a person
having wrong ideas which result in spiritual darkness in some areas. Such ideas need to be
replaced with God’s way of thinking.  They are really like a faulty filament in a light bulb,
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which, while being such a small wire, is yet able to stop the power of the electric current
from flowing and so lighting up the room. The same occurs sometimes when a small wrong
thought can rob us of the power of heaven to light up our heart with the illumination of
truth needed to set us free.  However if the wiring (faith) is sound and the light bulb (our
focus) is also correctly installed with an unbroken filament, then when this switch is turned
on, His power can flow unhindered.  In this way our need, or others’ needs, can be met.

“. . .Such people may have faith, but unless it is
properly focused, then it will be in vain.  In other

words, the object of their faith must be Christ and us
in Him, raised with Him. . .”

Christians who are not baptized in the Spirit can be limited in the ways in which they
can help others, being restricted by the size of the power generator which is available to
them. We do not deny that a Christian who is not baptized in the Holy Spirit can help others
in  Christ.  However  their  potential  would  be immeasurably  greater  if  they  were  Spirit-
baptized and continued to walk after the leading of the Spirit.

BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

Background Reading:  Ephesians 5:18-20

There has been much controversy and misconception surrounding the term  “filled
with the Spirit.” In Acts Ch.2 when it says “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
began to speak with other tongues,” it is obviously referring to the Spirit Baptism which
Jesus described in Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4-5. We then discover in Acts Ch.4 that after
Peter and John had been released by the Jewish leaders, they returned to their own people
and told them of events  which had taken place.  Then after  they prayed,  they were all
“filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 4:31). This cannot refer to their Spirit Baptism, because
this had occurred on the Day of Pentecost. Thus the scripture is obviously referring not to a
second Baptism of the Holy Spirit, but to a fresh infilling, for this verse goes on to tell us
that  “they  spoke  the  Word  of  God  with  boldness.” Scripture  also  makes  reference  to
Stephen in Acts 7:55 and Paul in Acts 13:9 being “full of the Holy Spirit” and “filled with
the Holy Spirit” in situations which are unrelated to their Spirit Baptism experience.

So the term “filled with the Spirit” can refer to two different things:

1. Being baptized in the Holy Spirit.

2. Being filled with Holy Spirit power, causing one’s heart to be aflame with the
passion of God (and so a vessel of honour fit for our Master’s use.  The amount we
can be used will  be in direct  proportion to the amount of God’s Word we have
digested with the Spirit’s help and grace.).
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Paul stated in Ephesians 5:18:

EPHESIANS 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but  be filled with
the Spirit

Prayer, study, faith in God’s Word and fellowship with the Father will help us focus
so as to be “filled with the Spirit,” as described in Ephesians Ch.5. Through this we are
allowing the generator to be switched on so that God’s presence, otherwise known as the
Anointing, can well up from within us. With this comes a strength that enables us to meet,
in the power of the Spirit, the requirements of the day victoriously - Christian and minister
alike.

It is a good idea, during your daily quiet-time with the Lord, to make a practice of
repenting  of  any  known sin,  and  receiving  God’s  forgiveness  and the  cleansing  of  all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Following this we should then thank the Lord for the fire of
Pentecost operating in our life so that the graces of heaven can work in us at the highest
level possible.  This will differ from individual to individual, for each person’s potential
will be dependent upon their calling, their faith, their yieldedness and God’s plan (even
daily).

We have seen that to preach or share the Gospel in the most effective way, we need to
be baptized in the Holy Spirit. It is in this way that we gain greater potential to access the
power of God.

However, being baptized in the Holy Spirit will be of no  personal benefit, and this it
should also be, if we do not live according to the Word of God - if we do not purpose to
live a holy and dedicated life in communion with our Heavenly Father.

Being baptized in the Spirit may give us better access to knowledge which only God
possesses. It may also allow God to use us as vessels to help bring His power of healing,
miracles and deliverance to others’ lives. But to be “filled with the Spirit” will give us an
Anointing which can then help us proclaim or share the Gospel in greater power. And it is
this Anointing (power) of God that sets the captives free from every oppression of the
enemy (Luke 4:18, Acts 10:38).

“. . .But to be “filled with the Spirit” will give us an
Anointing which can then help us proclaim or share

the Gospel in greater power. . .”

Thus we need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. We should also seek,  however,
through living a life of consecration, to be filled to overflowing with God’s presence on a
day to day basis to the point or depth that would cause us to catch alight in Him.  In fact
this is the flame of Pentecost at work, as we have said, on the outside and on the inside.
Therefore being “filled with Spirit” speaks of the fire of Pentecost promised by the Lord,
aflame in the heart and life of the yielded, committed Disciple of Christ.  This would even
allow God’s  Anointing,  when He wills  it,  to  flow into  any (ministry)  work  which  the
Disciple performs according to the leading of the Spirit.
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The grace of the Spirit Baptism does two things:

1. It helps with ongoing sanctification by creating a spiritual atmosphere in which the
graces of God’s Divine Nature are able to work more effectively in the heart and life
of the Believer.

2. It then potentially brings  a Divine passion with intensity that cannot be obtained
without this flame.  This is because the flame of Pentecost is the passion of God
alight,  and  God  desires  to  share  it  with  men  and  women  who  would  ready
themselves for it by committing themselves totally to Him.  In this, when the Lord
releases His Anointing, it will be felt by those being ministered to.

“. . .Therefore being “filled with Spirit” speaks of the
fire of Pentecost promised by the Lord, aflame in the

heart and life of the yielded, committed 
Disciple of Christ. . .”

Let us therefore take advantage of our position in Christ through the graces He has
delivered to us, graces which come to us through Calvary.  Jesus said  “It is finished.”
Then the Spirit was sent to raise Christ from the dead and open the gates of heaven to those
who would receive Him.  However the Spirit’s work was not finished there, for then came
Pentecost to empower the Church to bring the lost to the foot of the Cross.  This work
began at Pentecost and has never ceased.

Concerning  our  ministry  of  reconciliation,  or  indeed  if  we are  called  to  Five  Fold
ministry, we need not only to be Spirit-baptized, we also need to be “filled” with the Holy
Spirit for effectual ministry to take place.  This enables (when we speak to people), the
Anointing,  being  God’s  presence  in  a  special  way,  to  anaesthetize  the  darkness  which
surrounds people’s minds.  When this happens, God’s Light comes to free their thinking
and for a moment in time, they are better able to accept the Saviour and His Truth.  This is
because of the work of the Holy Spirit through the Saint who has allowed the Spirit to “fill”
them with this grace.  Holy Light is needed to release the captives of darkness.  However
holy vessels are needed, in fact holy vessels who are “filled” to overflowing so that God’s
presence can touch this darkness in the minds of the unredeemed - even for only a moment.
Then informed decisions based on relationship and truth can be made.  After this a spiritual
transformation can take place in the heart of the repentant sinner, a transformation that
makes him holy in Christ - in fact then called a Saint.

The Light of God And Its Work In Us

1 JOHN 1:5  This then is the Message which we have heard of Him (presents the true
Message of the Cross in comparison with the false), and declare unto you, that God is
Light (as to His nature, essence, and character, God is Light), and in Him is no darkness
at all. (Spiritual darkness does not exist in Him, not even one bit). (E.S.B.)
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The Light of God is part of God’s essence.  The Light of God concerning truth gives
our mind and soul illumination to both see and think clearly, according to the righteous
standards of God. Where there is illumination, the Divine Nature is always involved, the
reason being that  illumination is  really  a  faith  position  which is  produced through the
Divine Nature energizing the human nature. Illumination thus constitutes both belief and
trust. The Light of God concerning power is found in the Divine Nature.  It provides man
with the power to act righteously, i.e. to have faith, to have passion and to be united with
God in word and deed.  This power is available to us because of our oneness in Christ,
having been afforded us through His Blood.  Whether we take advantage of it is another
matter.

By  the  Cross,  the  power  of  the  sin  nature  was  defeated.   It  is  now broken,  at  a
conditional level, as we yield to the power contained in the Light of God within us.  This
means that as we yield to the Holy Spirit, we will, with proper focus, be empowered by the
energies and graces of the Divine Nature to think and act righteously.

One needs to open the gate of one’s mind to the truth of God’s Word if the Light of
God concerning truth is to enter.  As our minds are renewed by God’s grace, His Light
enters, illuminates our mind and touches us to change and energize us so that we will see as
He sees, and even feel as He feels (with His passion) in that area.

“. . .As our minds are renewed by God’s grace, His
Light enters, illuminates our mind and touches us to

change and energize us so that we will see as He sees,
and even feel as He feels (with His passion) in that

area. . .”

Only Light, holy Divine Light, can set us free from the power of darkness.  For this
Light (the light of truth) to penetrate, we must enter into a position in our minds (through
proper teaching) whereby we can properly focus on the prescribed order contained in the
Word of God.  In so doing, we gain the mind of Christ, becoming one with Him in the
particular area of Light (truth) we enter into (John 8:32; 1 Corinthians 2:16).

With this God-given focus, the door of our mind is opened so that the waters of His
Word can enter like a river, to flush and clear our mind, even renewing it with the graces of
truth.  Our mind after this can think as Christ did in that area of renewal.  Then, as we
remember and properly focus in the years to come, this same Light of God will comfort,
direct and empower us to think as He thinks.

To enter into that which is holy, one must be prepared by the Giver of all that is holy to
forgive instead of hate, to give instead of take, to die instead of live, for this is what our
Saviour did for we who hated.  We were enemies of God (Romans 5:8; Philippians 3:18).
Now, by the Cross, the Atonement, we are now God’s children.  In Christ we are delivered
and set free by the Light of His presence.  Amen.

To experience this, however, we must flow in His river, the river of life, yielding to
His Spirit - for there is no other way!  Intellectual self-effort and memorization of formulas,
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scriptures and certain truths won’t do it.  Without a Divine, intimate, holy encounter in your
journey to enlightenment, all that will remain is knowledge.  But  power to live in it will
evade the mind and heart.  Therefore we must meditate on the Word of God, and by so
doing,  allow the Spirit  of God to write  His  truths on our  heart  and mind so that  they
become, as we embrace them, part of us (Proverbs 23:7a).

The Light of God to the soul of man is like oxygen to the body of man.  Indeed man
cannot function or think with any real wisdom outside God’s Light of truth.  Such Light
gives  illumination concerning moral choices and answers about important issues in life.
His Divine Nature is  part  of His Light.   Partaking of the graces of the Divine Nature,
afforded to us at the Cross, gives us power to live in the way we are meant to live, and were
originally  created  to  live  -  firstly  at  a  vertical  level  (fellowship  with  God),  then  at  a
horizontal level (fellowship with the Saints).

“. . .The Light of God to the soul of man is like
oxygen to the body of man.  Indeed man cannot

function or think with any real wisdom outside God’s
Light of truth. . .”

The Light of God is part of God’s essence, available to us personally.  To know Him
and follow Him as we ought, we need to seek to be filled with God’s presence on a day to
day basis.  We do this by keeping our heart soft towards Him and desiring righteousness in
our inner being.  Then the Light will permeate our whole being, mind as well as spirit.  He
must be invading our very being, i.e. saturating the inside of us, if we are to function as we
ought.

SPEAKING IN TONGUES

Background Reading:  Mark 16:15-18

When  a  person  is  regenerated  and  baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  mechanics  of
speaking in tongues occurs as follows. The Spirit of God speaks to a person’s spirit, then
their spirit speaks to their mind and their mind (in an unconscious way) causes their vocal
chords  to  move,  producing  an  audible  sound.  This  is  how speaking  in  other  tongues
operates. This occurs, however, only as we will it and yield to the Spirit, for the Holy Spirit
will never force us to speak in tongues.

Speaking  in  tongues should  be  as  natural  as  breathing,  for  tongues  is  a  natural
expression when we allow the Spirit of God to move through us in this way.  Scripture tells
us when we are speaking in tongues, it is our spirit which is praying.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prays (being
the source of the tongue, not the mind) . . .
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The Spirit of God will always provide the words for our spirit to pass on to our mind
so that our vocal chords can then respond accordingly. When we are speaking in tongues
we could be praising and worshipping God. We could be praying for our neighbour to be
saved. We could be praying for someone on the other side of the world who requires our
prayer for their need to be met. We could even be praying for ourselves, and this could
cause us to be edified.

When we are praying in tongues, what type of prayer are we praying? We are praying
a perfect prayer from the Spirit of God in our new heavenly language, our own personal
tongue. The devil cannot interfere with this perfect prayer because it comes via the Spirit of
God to our spirit, thus bypassing the mind, the area the enemy is most able to influence.
When we say  “bypassing the mind,” it is not that we are not using our mind, but that when
we speak in tongues, the mind is not the source or the author of the prayer.  The mind is
being used at the end instead of the beginning so that we pray, in yieldedness to the Spirit,
without any bias.

“. . .The Spirit of God speaks to a person’s spirit, then
their spirit speaks to their mind and their mind (in an
unconscious way) causes their vocal chords to move,

producing an audible sound. . .”

When praying in tongues, we may be unaware of what we are praying for. But the Spirit
of God knows and He is able to use our prayers if we have prayed believing that God is
using us (Hebrews 11:6). (As with any aspect of our Christian walk, we need to combine
tongues with faith if this action is to be of any use to us or God.)

When we are speaking in tongues, we are praying to God, as 1 Corinthians 14:2 tells
us:

1 CORINTHIANS 14:2  For one who speaks in an [unknown] tongue speaks not to men
but to God, for no one understands or catches his meaning, because in the (Holy) Spirit
he utters secret truths and hidden things [not obvious to the understanding] (Amp.)

THEREFORE WE SHOULD BE:

EPHESIANS 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit (which
includes  praying  in  tongues,  persevering  and  believing  -  Luke  18:1-8),  and  watching
thereunto (being sensitive to what the Holy Spirit desires: E.S.B.)  with all perseverance
(not giving up) and supplication for all Saints (Believers praying for one another)

When praying in tongues we may at times be led to do so, having a Spirit-given focus.
We then need to believe that God will use the prayer which has been given to us by the
Holy Spirit. Indeed we need to be open, willing vessels if we are to be used of God in any
way He chooses, moment by moment.  We may even gain a sense of who or what we are
praying for in the Holy Spirit.  Even at times God may choose to give us a gift of faith with
the prayer in tongues so that it can be an effectual prayer that would release heaven’s power
to touch something or someone.  Our prayer in tongues, if God allows it, could also be used
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for spiritual warfare.  Another use of tongues is in praise and worship - which can bring
another dimension to our Christian experience in this area.

“. . .The devil cannot interfere with this perfect
prayer because it comes via the Spirit of God to our

spirit, thus bypassing the mind, the area the enemy is
most able to influence. . .”

Note that there are two types of tongues described in the New Testament. The first is
“private tongues,” the manifestation which accompanies the Spirit Baptism and is given
to every Believer for personal usage, e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:18, Acts 10:46. The second is
the gift of “public tongues,” one of the nine gifts of the Spirit as outlined in 1 Corinthians
12:7-10. This gift operates in conjunction with the gift of interpretation and is generally
used in corporate meetings of the Body of Christ.

If we don’t perceive public and private tongues as being two distinct gifts given for
separate purposes, Paul’s descriptions in 1 Corinthians Ch.14 in regard to tongues can be
hard to interpret, e.g. 1 Corinthians 14:4 and 1 Corinthians 14:13.

We can use our “private tongue” in a devotional sense in a public meeting, but we are
still communicating with God in a private context. When an individual delivers a message
in a public meeting using the gift of tongues, the utterance is usually spoken out boldly and
the congregation then waits expectantly for the interpretation of the special public message
which has been given by the Spirit of God.  Public tongues and interpretation constitute
two of the three vocal gifts described in an earlier study:

1. Public tongues: normally this is a public message from God given to an individual
to be spoken out in a corporate meeting of two or more Believers.

2. Interpretation of tongues: the means by which this public message is interpreted
into the language of those present.

3. Prophecy: as inspired by God, this is a supernatural utterance or message given in a
language known to the Believers present, to be spoken out primarily in corporate
meetings.

What Speaking In Tongues Does For Us Personally

Speaking  in  tongues  is  a  New  Testament  experience that  continues  today,  an
experience which is able to bring many blessings to those who participate. Scripture tells us
that we can build ourselves up by speaking in tongues.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:4  He who speaks in an unknown tongue edifies (or charges up)
himself . .
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Paul is referring here, for the most part, to the gift of private tongues which all Spirit-
filled Believers can operate in whenever they so choose.  The gift of tongues (1 Corinthians
12:10),  which  is  public  tongues,  is  not,  however,  excluded.   This  verse  is  meant  in  a
potential sense - in other words, edification can take place if the Saint is properly focused
in God while he is praying in tongues. Indeed, when we pray in tongues from a position of
obedience, faith and sincerity, we can, through the Spirit’s work within us, edify ourselves.
“Edifies  himself” may be better  understood if  we say “he who speaks in  an unknown
tongue edifies, or charges himself up like a battery.”  Let us be clear about this, however.
There can be a quantity of the unknown tongue in a Spirit-baptized Believer’s life, or there
can be a quality of the unknown tongue in a Spirit-baptized Believer’s life.  What makes
the difference?

“. . .Indeed, when we pray in tongues from a position
of obedience, faith and sincerity, we can, through the

Spirit’s work within us, edify ourselves. . .”

Jude 20 points us to having a proper focus in regard to our prayer life - in both our
natural language and our Holy Spirit given tongue.

JUDE 20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith  (Christian
faith), praying in the Holy Spirit (this means all prayer, not just tongues),

Believers can speak in an unknown tongue without any real yielding to the Holy Spirit
and without  proper  focus.   As  such,  they  will  be  just  going through the motions,  just
speaking words.  However, “praying in the Holy Spirit,” really refers to Jude’s heartfelt
instruction to Believers to be building themselves up, or edifying themselves - with the
help of the Holy Spirit and in dependence upon Him.  Then one will not just be speaking
words.  Jude is referring here in terms of a metaphor to a constant increase in Christian
knowledge.

“Building up” is epoikodomeō (ἐποικοδομεω), “to build upon, build up,” to finish
the  structure  of  which  the  foundation  has  already  been  laid,  metaphorically,  “to  give
constant increase in Christian knowledge and in a life conformed thereto” (Thayer). The
papyri afford the following example, “build on it (a sound foundation) your firmness and
unshaken resolve” (Moulton and Milligan). “Faith” does not refer to faith as exercised by
the saint, for it is described as “most holy,” but to the Christian faith, Christianity. The
saints are exhorted to build up their Christian lives on the foundation of all that God has
done for them in salvation, such as making them a partaker of the divine nature and giving
them the indwelling Holy Spirit, together with the Word of God.  Mayor says: “The faith
here is called ‘most holy’ because it comes to us from God, and reveals God to us, and
because  it  is  by its  means  that  man is  made righteous,  and  enabled  to  overcome the
world.”  3

(underlines added.)

The other part of Jude 20, “praying in the Holy Spirit,” was not a metaphor, but was
really pointing Believers towards having a quality prayer life in the Holy Spirit.  In other
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words, Jude was directing his readers to be allowing themselves to be Spirit-directed and
Spirit-empowered in their praying.

“The words, “praying in the Holy Ghost” show how the saints are to build themselves
up on their most holy faith. That is, prayer is the vital factor in the Christian life which
activates all the other departments of the Christian experience. “Ghost” is the translation
of  pneuma (πνευμα), the word in other places rendered “Spirit.” “Ghost” is obsolete
English as used here for the word “spirit.” “In the Holy Ghost” is locative of sphere. That
is, all true prayer is exercised in the sphere of the Holy Spirit, motivated and empowered
by Him. That means that if  the saint expects to really pray,  he must be Spirit-filled or
Spirit-controlled. The fullness of the Holy Spirit is the prerequisite to effectual praying. The
Spirit,  when  yielded  to,  leads  us  in  our  petitions  and  generates  within  us  the  faith
necessary to acceptable and answered prayer. The expression “praying in the Holy Ghost”
is also instrumental of means. We pray by means of the Holy Spirit, in dependence upon
Him.

Translation. But, as for you, divinely-loved ones, building yourselves up constantly in
the sphere of and by means of your most holy Faith, and as constantly praying in the
sphere of and by means of the Holy Spirit.” 4

(underlines added)

The question is then asked, how? The answer and response to this comes when one
yields to the Holy Spirit within so that the Divine Nature is enthroned - for we must flow
with this grace of the Spirit, of which we are now partakers in Christ, if we are to “pray in
the Holy Spirit,” ordering our lives by His Divine energies.

“. . .prayer is the vital factor in the Christian life
which activates all the other departments of the

Christian experience. . .”

We must not then pray from the head but the heart, a heart that is energized by the grace
of the Divine Nature at work in us.  Only when we have a heart surrendered to Christ can
this begin to happen.  Then too our faith must be in the finished work of Christ, and the
promised works of grace that our Comforter brings (e.g. gifts of the Spirit, knowledge of
our calling, etc.)  With this proper focus, the Spirit can bring a quality to our tongue that
makes it holy and effectual - the perfect prayer.  This is because the Holy Spirit will then be
praying through us as readied vessels fit for the Master’s use.

Praying in tongues will not give us faith, for faith only comes through the hearing of
the Word - via reading, studying and preaching. Praying in tongues can, however, help us
sustain  our  Christian  faith,  for  through the  process  of  praying in  tongues,  as  we have
learned, we can be edified or charged up spiritually.

Another  benefit  of  speaking  in  tongues is  found  in  Isaiah,  scripture  which  Paul
quoted in his letter to the Corinthians (Corinthians 14:21-22):
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ISAIAH 28:11 For (by men) with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to
this people.

ISAIAH 28:12  To whom He said, “This is the rest wherewith you may cause the weary
to rest; and this is the refreshing:” yet they would not hear.

Here we are told that speaking with other tongues will “cause the weary to rest” and
“this is the refreshing.”  Rest from what, one would ask? Rest from self-effort.  What
refreshing is being spoken of?  It is the refreshing of Holy Spirit empowerment.

Praying in tongues is not only a prayer language, it can also be a singing and praise
language.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:15  What is it then? (So what shall I do?) I will pray with the (my)
spirit (in other tongues), and I will pray with the (my) understanding also (in my regular
language): I will sing with the (my) spirit (in other tongues), and I will sing with the (my)
understanding also (with my regular language in my own private devotions).

Don’t misinterpret this verse, for Paul was only saying here that there is a time and
place for tongues, just as there is a time and place for normal prayer.

“. . .We must not then pray from the head but the
heart, a heart that is energized by the grace of the

Divine Nature at work in us. Only when we 
have a heart surrendered to Christ 

can this begin to happen. . .”

So we should pray in tongues as well as in known languages.  We can also praise God
and sing in tongues, just as Paul did. In doing so, we may need to be sensitive in some
situations to those around us. This is because, as we know, not all are familiar with people
speaking in tongues. For example, in small public meetings, where everyone is welcome,
and it may be that many are either unsaved or are mainline Christians, it may be best, for
the sake of the uninitiated, if we praise, sing and speak to our Lord in (private) tongues,
quietly. Otherwise unbelievers who are present may think we are “mad.” Paul raised this
issue in 1 Corinthians 14:23:

1 CORINTHIANS 14:23  If  therefore the whole  church be come together into one
place,  and all  speak with tongues,  and there  come in  those who are  unlearned,  or
unbelievers, will they not say that you are mad?

Paul again was not saying that speaking in tongues is wrong, but that the time, place
and manner in which it is done can be.  Even though tongues can be a sign to unbelievers
as Paul said in the previous verse (“wherefore tongues are for a sign. . .to them who believe
not”), this gift must still be expressed at the right time and in the right place.  In a service
we need to be led by the Spirit.  Then tongues can, in some cases, if used at the right time,
place  the  unbeliever  under  conviction.   But  if  we,  in  the  flesh,  just  pour  forth
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indiscriminately in Pentecostal exuberance, with high volume and gusto, our tongue in the
Holy Spirit may produce the opposite effect so that people may say that “you are mad!”

Therefore let all things in our lives, including tongues in a service, be done decently
and in Holy Spirit led order (1 Corinthians 14:40).

Many  a  service  has  been  interrupted, or  the  Spirit  Himself  squashed,  by  some
insensitive Pentecostal launching out inappropriately.  We need to be taught to be sensitive
to the Spirit, and realize that most of the time, the Spirit will work in the service through
the leaders of the day.  If, for example, in a Pentecostal church, the worship leader opens
the meeting up to the congregation (leads the people) to pray and/or sing in private tongues,
this is quite in order.

“. . .Many a service has been interrupted, or the Spirit
Himself squashed, by some insensitive Pentecostal

launching out inappropriately. . .”

We find that Paul, in his epistle, had to address an imbalance in the worship services of
the Corinthian Church.  From 1 Corinthians 14:19, it is obvious that these people had an
undue emphasis on the practice of speaking in tongues during their services.  Indeed Paul
devotes the whole of Chapter 14 to the issue of balance in relation to the use of tongues,
both public and private, during a service.  Many Believers who are opposed to the Spirit
Baptism try to use verse 19 and other such verses, out of context, putting interpretations on
them that bring error into the Church today.  They quote verse 19, for instance, and fail to
quote verse 18.  We should guard against this kind of misinterpretation of scripture by those
who are biased and lack proper knowledge of God’s Word.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:18  I thank my God, I speak with Tongues more than you all (as
is obvious here, the Apostle is not denigrating Tongues, bur rather regulating Tongues, and
by the Spirit of God): (E.S.B.)
 
1 CORINTHIANS 14:19  Yet in the Church  (when it’s time to give instruction) I had
rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others
also (which is the purpose of the assembly), than ten thousand words in an unknown
Tongue (which the people cannot understand, and thusly will not be edified). (E.S.B.)

Now, the Word of God instructs us to submit (in the Lord) to our leaders in the church
(Hebrews 13:17), and this includes, for example, the worship leader. This person may be
led by the Spirit to direct people not to speak in tongues at certain times.  At other times, he
may be led by the Spirit  to encourage people to use tongues during times of corporate
worship, then to ease off in the use of tongues in order to allow, let’s say, a prophetic word
to come forth, or the music to create an atmosphere in which people may open up to the
Spirit. Once again, all things are to be done decently and in order, the order revealed by the
Holy Spirit.  In other words, we need to be sensitive to the atmosphere that the Spirit of
God is creating.

Also,  as  we  know,  just  speaking  in  tongues  will  benefit  no  one  if  there  is  no
corresponding lifestyle to accompany it. Indeed scripture states: “Though I speak with the
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tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as sounding brass . . and. .
it profits me nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). These are strong words, but they show that
we need to be walking in love, agape love, and leading discipled lives if we are to make
full use of the gifts which God has given us. These words also show us that unless we are
motivated by love in our works and use of the gifts, they are worth nothing. 

Problems With Speaking In Tongues

When some Christians are baptized in the Holy Spirit, they are not able to speak
fluently in tongues immediately. They may speak a word or two, but have great difficulty in
becoming  fluent.  Some  reasons  for  these  problems  may  be:  nervousness,  ignorance,
unbelief, erroneous teaching, pride and/or a reasoning, unrenewed mind, etc. To genuine,
open seekers, however, the problem is usually that they are tense or apprehensive. They
may not be used to dealing with the spiritual realm and this whole area of tongues often
seems very strange to the logical mind. This is why we all need to know exactly what
God’s Word says on this and other subjects, so that we are able to relax in the knowledge of
His wonderful promises.

In relation to those who are seeking the Spirit Baptism:  Those who are born again,
and understand tongues to be scriptural, should not fear this grace, but rather have faith that
God will baptize them in the Holy Spirit and they will then speak in a language that they do
not understand.  It may begin with only one or two words, then progress to a sentence etc.
But Christians will have a new tongue with the mighty Spirit Baptism if they YIELD and
RECEIVE that which has already been given - the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:28).

Those who are yielding, so as to be baptized in the Holy Spirit, should ask for their new
language not in audible speech but in their  heart.   As they stop speaking in their  own
language, then the language given by the Spirit may more easily come through.

Some have sought this Baptism and have not received. It may be that they need to
relax and simply expect it to happen. It may be important for some to review the promises
of scripture in order to build up faith and override unbelief.  In many cases, people are
desiring with their hearts but allowing their minds (their natural reasoning) to overrule.

“. . .In many cases, people are desiring with their
hearts but allowing their minds (their natural

reasoning) to overrule. . .”

Some people who have received prayer for the Spirit Baptism but have trouble speaking
in tongues may need to thank God that they have received the Spirit Baptism before there is
any physical evidence. They may need to praise and thank God for their Spirit Baptism for
a day or so, continuing on in faith even before tongues (the evidence of the Baptism) is
apparent.  Often as they stand in faith, and open their mouths in anticipation, some words
of their new tongue will come forth.
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Again, when people first begin to speak in tongues, they may only have one or two
words. One person, for instance, had something which sounded like “boom boom” and that
was all he could say. After a time, however, he received more words. So these Christians
need  to  continue  to  speak  in  tongues  until  the  flow  of  the  language  becomes  fluent.
Speaking  in  tongues  may  sound  strange  to  begin  with,  but  as  people  relax,  their  new
language usually begins to flow more readily and so becomes more natural to them. It is
like a young child learning how to speak - it may require time and practice. So encourage
those  recently  Spirit-baptized  to  take  every  opportunity  to  spend  time  with  the  Lord
practising singing, praising and speaking in their new heavenly language.

After a time, if people are still not speaking in tongues, they may again need to review
the promises in scripture and seek out a mature, Spirit-baptized Christian to help them
come through into their new heavenly language.  Often additional prayer will help achieve
the desired result.

Tongues Of The Devil

Some people say that both the doctrine and the practice of speaking in tongues is “of
the devil.” This view has caused many people to reject the Baptism in the Holy Spirit (with
the evidence of speaking in other tongues), so denying its power in their lives.

There have been cases where the devil has tried to imitate speaking in tongues through
the use of a counterfeit tongue. This normally happens when a person is controlled by a
demon during the period in which the false tongue is being uttered. When this takes place,
the person concerned usually has no control over when the false tongue begins or finishes.

The devil uses such tactics to try to discredit the mighty Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The
incidence of this type of false tongue, however, is  very rare,  usually occurring only in
association with occult involvement or demon possession, and should not cause those who
are seeking to become over-cautious.

“. . .There have been cases where the devil has tried
to imitate speaking in tongues through the use of a

counterfeit tongue. . .”

Note: Once  Christians  have received the Spirit  Baptism,  they  are  able  to  speak in
(private) tongues at will, for they are in full control of the expression of their heavenly
language. (The Lord does not seek to possess and control people as the devil does when he
is given the opportunity.) The gift of private tongues can thus be operated at will, but the
gift of public tongues, as mentioned in 1 Corinthians Ch.12, is operated only as the Spirit
wills.

Does One Need To Speak In Tongues To Be Saved ?

There is a doctrine in some Christian circles which states that people cannot be saved
unless they are baptized in the Holy Spirit and speak in other tongues.
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This doctrine is unscriptural and certainly not of God. It is a demonic doctrine which
brings people into condemnation and causes division within the Body of Christ, along with
ungodly grief and harm.  As we know, people do not have to be baptized in the Holy Spirit
to be saved, for the Bible tells us clearly:

JOHN 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes  (has personal faith) in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.

ROMANS 10:9  That if you shall  confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall
believe     in your heart   that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved (notice
that tongues is not mentioned!).

ROMANS 10:10  For with the heart man believes unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession (of one’s faith in Christ as Lord and Saviour) is made unto salvation.

ROMANS 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved.

Also it should be noted that even though Believers may be baptized in the Holy Spirit
with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, this will not secure their salvation. Indeed
Believers  must  maintain  Jesus’ Lordship  in  their  lives  until  physical  death.  It  is  not
guaranteed that a person who is able to speak in tongues (or what seems like tongues) is
saved.  All this tells us, particularly if the person’s salvation is dubious (because of their
lifestyle or confession) is that they were once saved (1 Corinthians 13:1, Romans 11:29).

“. . .It is a demonic doctrine which brings people into
condemnation and causes division within the Body of

Christ, along with ungodly grief and harm. . .”

In summary we can say, concerning tongues, that:

1. The Bible teaches that speaking in tongues is a valid expression given by the Holy
Spirit, relevant today.

2. One does not have to speak in tongues to be saved.

3. Speaking in tongues is the physical manifestation of the Spirit Baptism.

4. The ability to speak in tongues is given by God.

5. Speaking in tongues will not automatically make one a better Christian.

6. Speaking in tongues can edify the Believer.
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THE PERSONAL GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

When Christians are baptized in the Holy Spirit, they are immersed in and clothed with
the power of God - the power from on high (Luke 24:49). This power is then available, at a
potential level, to each Christian who is Spirit-baptized. The purpose of this is to make us
effective soldiers of the Cross. The gifts of the Spirit are then the means by which God’s
power is able to flow, as, of course, the Spirit sees fit (1 Corinthians 12:11).

With this power we are better equipped (in a potential sense) to fulfill the ministry of
reconciliation which is given to every Christian. The gifts of the Spirit are given to edify
and help perfect the Body of Christ on earth, and to assist in winning the lost to salvation,
thus helping build the Kingdom of God.

“. . .The gifts of the Spirit are given to edify and help
perfect the Body of Christ on earth, and to assist in

winning the lost to salvation. . .”

Paul outlines the gifts and their operation in First Corinthians:

1 CORINTHIANS 12:1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you
ignorant.

Although  the  word  “gifts” in  verse  one  is  not  mentioned  in  the  original  Greek
translation, verses 4, 9 and 28-31 indicate that the subject Paul is addressing here is that of
“spiritual gifts.”  Paul goes on to explain:

1 CORINTHIANS 12:4  Now there are diversities of Gifts (different types of Gifts), but
the same Spirit (all of this means the Holy Spirit never contradicts Himself). (E.S.B.)

1  CORINTHIANS  12:5   And  there  are  differences  of  Administrations  (different
Services,  Ministries,  Offices),  but the same Lord.  (Christ  is  the One Who assigns the
different Ministries, with the Holy Spirit then carrying out the function . .) (E.S.B.)

1 CORINTHIANS 12:6  And there are diversities of Operations (different ways the Gifts
work), but it is the same God Who works all in all (has reference to the fact it is God the
Father Who energizes all things and all ways). (E.S.B.)

1 CORINTHIANS 12:7  But the manifestation of the Spirit  (pertains to that which the
Gifts make manifest or reveal) is given to every man to profit withal.  (If the Gifts are
allowed to function properly, which they definitely will if the Holy Spirit has His Way, all
will profit.) (E.S.B.)

1 CORINTHIANS 12:8  For to one is given by the Spirit a word of wisdom; to another
a word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

1  CORINTHIANS  12:9   To  another  faith by  the  same  Spirit;  to  another  gifts  of
healings by the same Spirit;
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1 CORINTHIANS 12:10  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to
another discernings of spirits; to another divers (different) kinds of tongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues:

1 CORINTHIANS 12:11  But all these work that one and the selfsame Spirit (refers to
the fact  that all  the abilities and powers of  the Gifts are produced and operated by the
energy of the Spirit : E.S.B.), dividing to every man severally as He will.

These are the personal gifts God has given, potentially, to every Christian who has
received the Spirit Baptism. Indeed each person who is Spirit-baptized has the potential to
operate in all of these gifts as the Spirit wills. They can be divided into three groups:

1. The Revelation Gifts: the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge and discernings
of spirits are known as the revelation gifts, given to assist people in ministering
effectively to others.

2. The Vocal Gifts: different kinds of tongues, interpretation of tongues and prophecy
are the vocal gifts, given to provide direction to the Church on both corporate and
personal levels.

3. The Power Gifts: the gifts of healings, the working of miracles and the gift of faith
are  known  as  the  power  gifts,  and  are  used  as  their  titles  indicate.  The  word
translated “power” in the Greek is “dunamis.” From “dunamis” we derive our words
“dynamite,”  an  explosive  force,  and “dynamo,”  a  power  generator.  Because  the
Holy Spirit, the source of power, is within, “dunamis” comes from within.

In a general sense, these gifts are all means by which God’s power is released so that
His will  may be accomplished.  When we operate in any of the gifts  of the Spirit, we
operate in God’s power.

“. . .We must always remember, however, that the
Holy Spirit is in control of the gifts of the Spirit, and
they will only operate when He wills them to, through

open vessels. . .”

We must always remember, however, that the Holy Spirit is in control of the gifts of the
Spirit, and they will only operate when He wills them to, through open vessels.  We as
Spirit-baptized Believers have access to all these gifts, and indeed we are told to  “desire
(the) spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 14:1). But it is according to the will of the Spirit when
they operate and how they operate.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:11  But all these work that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing
(distributing) to  every  man  severally  (individually) as  He  will  (at  the  Holy  Spirit’s
discretion).
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Note: We believe that people not baptized in the Holy Spirit can receive direction from
the Lord,  either for themselves or others.  Usually,  however,  when such individuals  are
baptized in the Holy Spirit,  they experience a whole new world of spiritual  perception
where such things as direction and healing are much more readily obtained. As a result,
they often find that they can minister to others more effectively, as well as gaining a much
more intimate knowledge of God’s will for their own lives on a day to day basis.

“. . .We as Spirit-baptized Believers have access to all
these gifts, and indeed we are told to “desire (the)

spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 14:1). . .”

How Do The Personal Gifts Of The Spirit Operate ?

Through the personal gifts of 1 Corinthians Ch.12, we can obtain the leading needed
to pray effectively in different situations, according to God’s will.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:4  Now there are diversities (various kinds) of gifts, but the same
Spirit.

1  CORINTHIANS  12:5   And  there  are  differences  of  administrations  (varieties  of
ministries), but the same Lord.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:6  And there are diversities of operations (workings), but it is the
same God Who works all in all.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to
profit withal.

“diversities of operations”

“Diversities of operations” means that the gifts can operate through people in different
ways. Jesus operated in the “gifts of healings,” for example, in various ways:

(a) He healed through the spoken word of faith:

MATTHEW 8:8  The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You
should come under my roof (probably meaning because He was a Gentile): but speak the
word only, and my servant shall be healed.

MATTHEW 8:9  For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say
to this  man,  ‘Go,’ and he goes;  and to another,  ‘Come,’ and he comes;  and to my
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it” (the intelligence of this Centurion was remarkable; he
argued that the soldiers had to obey him because in his person resided the authority of the
Emperor, and, similarly, disease obeyed Jesus because in Him was the Authority of God).
(E.S.B.)
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MATTHEW 8:10  When Jesus heard it,  He marvelled  (was astonished),  and said to
them who followed, “Verily I say unto you, I have not found (anyone in Israel with) so
great faith, no, not in Israel (the faith of this Gentile is contrasted with the unbelief of the
Jews: Mark 6:6).

MATTHEW 8:11  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west
(Gentile  Believers), and shall  sit  down with Abraham, and Isaac,  and Jacob,  in the
Kingdom of Heaven.

MATTHEW 8:12  But the children of the Kingdom (Jews, those who were heirs of the
promises) shall  be  cast  out  into  outer  darkness (hell):  there  shall  be  weeping  and
gnashing of teeth.” (Hell would be their destiny because they rejected Christ, the promised
Messiah.)

MATTHEW 8:13  And Jesus said unto the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have
believed, so be it done unto you.” And his servant was healed in the selfsame (at that
very) hour.

(b) He healed through the laying on of hands:

MATTHEW 9:27  And when Jesus  departed thence,  two blind men followed Him,
crying, and saying, “Thou son of David (the title belonging to the Messiah), have mercy
on us.”

MATTHEW 9:28  And when He was come into the house, the blind men came to Him:
and Jesus said unto them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said unto
him, “Yes, Lord.” (Faith, the currency of heaven, was all that was required.)

MATTHEW 9:29  Then touched He their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it
unto you.”

MATTHEW 9:30  And their eyes were opened  (instantly); and Jesus straitly charged
(sternly warned) them, saying, “See that no man know it (tell no one).” 

(c)  The gifts of healings were ministered through Him via another’s faith and direct
contact:

MARK 5:25  And a certain woman, who had an issue of blood twelve years,

MARK 5:26  And had suffered many things of many physicians (the means employed to
heal her had caused her great pain),  and had spent all  that she had, and was nothing
bettered, but rather grew worse (despite all this she was worse, not better),

MARK 5:27  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press  (crowd) behind, and
touched His garment.

MARK 5:28  For she said (kept saying to herself), “If I may touch but His clothes, I shall
be whole (be healed - this was her level of faith).”

MARK 5:29  And straightway  (immediately) the fountain of her blood was dried up;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague (knew she was healed).
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MARK 5:30  And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that virtue  (healing power)
had gone out of Him, turned Him about in the press (crowd), and said, “Who touched
My clothes?”

MARK 5:31  And His Disciples (incredulously) said unto Him, “You see the multitude
thronging (around) You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”

MARK 5:32  And He looked round about to see her who had done this thing.

MARK 5:33  But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her,
came and fell down before Him, and told Him all the truth.

MARK 5:34  And He said unto her, “Daughter, your faith has made you whole; go in
peace, and be whole of your plague (healed of your affliction).”

(d)  Jesus healed through making clay, placing it on a man’s eyes and telling him to
wash:

JOHN 9:1  And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from his birth.

JOHN 9:6  When He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the
spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

JOHN  9:7   And  said  unto  him,  “Go,  wash  in  the  pool  of  Siloam,”  (which  is  by
interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came (back) seeing.

(e) Jesus healed by placing spit on a man’s eyes and laying hands on him.

MARK 8:22  And He comes to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man unto Him, and
besought (begged) Him to touch him.

MARK 8:23  And He took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and
when He had spit (spat) on his eyes, and put His hands upon him, He asked him if he
saw ought (anything).

MARK 8:24  And he looked up, and said, “I see men as trees, walking.”

MARK 8:25  After that He put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up:
and he was restored (healed), and saw every man clearly.

MARK 8:26  And He sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither go into the town, nor
tell it to any in the town.”

We can thus see from scripture that there was no patterned formula by which the gifts
of healings operated in Jesus’ life and ministry. Rather He was  led by the Holy Spirit in
each particular case.
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“. . .We can thus see from scripture that there was no
patterned formula by which the gifts of healings

operated in Jesus’ life and ministry. . .”

The word of knowledge can also operate in Christians’ lives in  different ways. For
example, people may receive a word from the Lord which is written in front of them and
they are able to see with their spiritual eyes. Alternatively, a word of knowledge can be
given in the form of a voice from within or can come simply as an inner knowing. There
are  thus  different  ways  in  which  this  gift  operates,  i.e.  “diversities  of  operations.”
Nevertheless it is still the same gift.

The Gift Of The Word Of Knowledge

1 CORINTHIANS 12:8  For to one is given by the Spirit . . . a word of knowledge . . .

“A word of knowledge” is particular information given by the Spirit, usually to help us
deal with situations about which the Bible is unable to give clear, precise direction. For
example, how can a person know what is in the mind or heart of another unless the Spirit of
God  reveals  it?  A person  cannot  know,  for  it  is  only  the  Spirit  of  God  Who  knows
everything about each of us and is able to reveal such knowledge. A word of knowledge
may thus be given to us when knowledge about a particular situation (or person) is hidden
and we need to deal with that situation by the power of God. Also, when God gives a
person a word of knowledge, He only gives partial knowledge about a particular situation -
for the Spirit of God will generally only reveal that which is needed for that situation to be
dealt with effectively.

The word of knowledge can relate to knowledge concerning the past, the present or the
future.  Sometimes the gifts can overlap and enmesh to the extent that it may be difficult to
distinguish, for example, whether something given is prophecy or a word of knowledge
concerning the future.

“. . .Sometimes the gifts can overlap and enmesh to
the extent that it may be difficult to distinguish, for
example, whether something given is prophecy or a

word of knowledge concerning the future. . .”

The Gift Of The Word Of Wisdom

1 CORINTHIANS 12:8  For to one is given by the Spirit a word of wisdom . . .

Quite often,  “a word of wisdom” will be given with a word of knowledge so we can
know exactly what to do with the knowledge that has been revealed. The word of wisdom
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is needed because knowledge alone will be of little benefit if it is not applied effectively,
and if we use the knowledge we have gained unwisely, the situation about which we have
gained the knowledge could become worse.

The word of wisdom generally operates in the same way as the word of knowledge. It
can come as a strong inner knowing or can be written up before people’s spiritual eyes, etc.

A word of  knowledge will  reveal  the cause or source of a  problem and a word of
wisdom will show how to deal with that problem successfully using the knowledge which
has been given. Combined together, these gifts will give the assurance required to approach
that situation or difficulty with confidence.  For example, ministers in the normal course of
their life or while preaching at Christian conferences, for instance, have been known to
receive a word of knowledge that a certain person is committing adultery.  This is a word of
knowledge.  Then a word of wisdom is needed to know what to do with this information,
e.g.  to  approach  the  person  concerned  on  a  private  basis,  to  make  a  general  public
announcement or to retain the knowledge for future reference. Only God knows the heart
and mind of  the person concerned and the  best  way in  which  to  bring  that  person to
repentance.  This can happen not only to ministers but to normal Christians as well.  Thus
we can  see  that  knowledge  without  the necessary  wisdom can  be  dangerous,  and  this
concerns the word of knowledge in most situations. To deal with the complexities of human
nature, not only knowledge is needed; wisdom in how to apply the knowledge is essential.
Again this wisdom can relate to current situations, or future events.

“. . .Quite often, “a word of wisdom” will be given
with a word of knowledge so we can know 

exactly what to do with the knowledge 
that has been revealed. . .”

The gifts can reveal God’s will to us in particular situations which the Word does not
specifically address.   Then  knowing God’s perfect  will  regarding a particular issue can
allow the faith within us to rise up. This is a great advantage.  We can then pray confidently
with proper focus, and this allows God’s power to flow (1 John 5:14-15).  Remember too
that the Lord will never ask us to pray for something or someone if it is beyond our level of
faith. So we can be sure that if God has told us to do something, we are capable of doing it
- and He will give us that which is needed as we remain open to Him.

The Gift Of Faith

1 CORINTHIANS 12:9  To another (the gift of special) faith by the same Spirit . . .

The gift of faith can operate when we reach the end of our normal God-given faith and
a greater faith is required to bring the will of God to pass.

When God tells us to believe for something and our normal faith is not sufficient, then
the gift of faith can be given. God uses the person concerned as a vessel, according to the
will of the Spirit. God then gives this special measure of faith, beyond the Saint’s normal
level of faith.
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This gift usually affects something or someone miraculously and powerfully. The gift of
faith, however, generally operates only in special circumstances, e.g. if God wants to raise
someone from the dead, or He wants something miraculous done and the person praying
can believe for the gift of faith to operate.

Note: If you are believing God for something in your life, base your faith on the Word
and do not depend on the gift of faith for the power of God to be manifested. Even though
it is possible for God to answer prayer in this way, it is rare. This is because God desires us
to live by faith in His Word - for as the scriptures say, “the just shall live by faith” : 

HEBREWS 10:38  But the just shall live by faith [that is, My righteous servant shall
live by his conviction respecting man’s relationship to God and divine things, and holy
fervor born of faith and conjoined with it]; and if he draws back and shrinks in fear,
My soul has no delight or pleasure in him. [Habukkuk 2:3-4]. (Amp.)

The Gifts Of Healings

Background Reading: Acts 3:1-10

1 CORINTHIANS 12:9  . . . to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit

The “gifts of healings” are used as a means of bringing God’s healing power to people
who need healing but are unable to receive directly from God themselves (through having
faith in His Word) or through the simple Word-based prayer of others. The gifts of healings
have nothing to do with medical science or academic training - they are a supernatural
manifestation of God’s power.

“. . .The gifts of healings have nothing to do with
medical science or academic training - they are a
supernatural manifestation of God’s power. . . “

The term “to heal” means “to cure,” “to repair,” “to restore,” “to make whole.” It means
to bring soundness, completeness, restoration and wholeness to a person’s body.

Healing  can  take  on  a  touch  of  the  miraculous  in  the  sense  that  a  person  can  be
completely defeated by a disease, concerning which medical science has no answers. To be
healed  in  this  situation  defies  natural  thinking  and  demonstrates  the  wonder  of  God’s
power.

Divine  healing  can  also  encompass  the  speeding  up  of  the  body’s  natural  healing
processes so that instead of it taking six weeks to be healed of a sickness, for example, it
may  only  take  two  weeks,  two days  or  even less.  Divine  healing  can  also  take  place
instantaneously, as soon as one is prayed for.

Broadly speaking, there are two ways in which we can be healed. Normally Christians
receive healing by believing on God’s Word, whether they are prayed for by others or
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simply apply the Word to their own lives, by faith. And it is faith in these circumstances
which releases God’s power so that they are healed, e.g. James 5:14-15.

When the gifts of healings operate, however, a special endowment of power is given
to one person to minister to another, and it is this special Anointing of God which does the
work. In other words, God uses one person as a channel to minister His healing power,
through the gifts, to another. This can occur, of course, outside public meetings.

Sometimes when the gifts of healings are operating, people may be healed without any
direct contact with the person whom God is using as a channel to minister His power. Once
again, however, it is this special endowment of power to heal which is obviously present
and which is the sign of the “gifts of healings” being manifested.

The Gift Of The Working Of Miracles

Background Reading: Acts 19:8-11; 20:7-12

1 CORINTHIANS 12:10  To another the working of miracles . . .

The Biblical  word  “miracle”  is  defined as  “a  powerful  deed”  and  the  phrase  “the
working of miracles” literally means “the operation of (explosive) powers.”

A miracle  is  a  supernatural  interruption of  the  normal  course  of  nature  and  is
brought about by the power of the Holy Spirit. As such it is extremely obvious, and will
always astonish, and give glory to the God of all power.

The gift of “the working of miracles” operates in a similar way to the gifts of healings,
and can work in conjunction with healing. However although the two are closely related,
both  being  manifestations  of  God’s  supernatural  power,  and  both  usually  being
administered through the laying on of hands, the working of miracles differs from the gifts
of healings.

“. . .A miracle is a supernatural interruption of the
normal course of nature and is brought about by the

power of the Holy Spirit. . .”

“The working of miracles,” in regard to the human body, is creative in nature.  It is
manifested in situations such as the restoration of lost limbs, fingers and toes; the filling of
tooth cavities; the creation of eardrums or eyes in people who were born without them, etc.
It encompasses the bringing into existence of parts of the body which did not previously
exist, are no longer present or are completely irreparable.

The working of miracles,  in the broader sense, was demonstrated throughout Jesus’
earthly ministry when He changed the water into wine (John 2:1-11), fed the multitudes
(Matthew 14:15-21, 15:32-38), walked on the water (Matthew 14:22-27) and raised the
dead (John Ch. 11, Luke 7:11-17, 8:49-56).

We must remember when thinking about this subject that the supernatural manifestation
of God’s power will not cause people to believe unto salvation. We know this because the
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Word states that faith comes by hearing the Word of God itself - the message of truth.
However, God uses miracles to create interest or to confirm the words being preached or
taught (Acts 8:5-6; Mark 16:20), and to draw people’s attention, through this remarkable
means, to Himself. In turn, seeing such wonderful demonstrations of God’s love and power,
people may open their hearts to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and accept Him as Lord and
Saviour.

The Gift Of Prophecy

1 CORINTHIANS 12:10  . . . to another prophecy . . .

The  Greek  word  which  is  translated  “to  prophesy”  means  “to  speak  for  another.”
Therefore when we prophesy, we are speaking on behalf of God. Prophecy is a supernatural
utterance or message given in a known language, to a Believer, by the Holy Spirit. The
Believer normally then speaks out this message to the church as a body, or, on occasions, to
individual members of the church. Thus God uses this gift to reveal His direction to people
in the Body of Christ on both corporate and personal levels, prophecy being normally for
the purpose of “edification and exhortation and comfort” (1 Corinthians 14:3).

“. . .Prophecy is a supernatural utterance or message
given in a known language, to a Believer, 

by the Holy Spirit. . .”

The person operating in this gift may begin with an impression or just a few words.
Then as  the person speaks these words out in faith, more words are revealed until  the
complete message is delivered. As we have stated, the person prophesying is speaking on
God’s behalf. It is important to note, however, that the person who operates in the gift of
prophecy is not necessarily a prophet. This is because, while the office of the prophet is a
position within the Five Fold Ministry, the gift of prophecy is available to every Christian
who is Spirit-baptized.

Nevertheless, we are told in scripture that we (all Spirit-filled Believers) should desire
to prophesy (1 Corinthians 14:1), even coveting the gift of prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:39).
So we should be confident that it is God’s will for all of us to prophesy from time to time,
as the Spirit leads us to do so (1 Corinthians 14:3).

Note: On occasions,  people  may think  they  are  speaking words  of  prophecy when
really they are only speaking from the flesh. Those who are listening should be able to
discern whether a prophetic utterance is from God or not through an inner witness - that is,
if  they  have  had  “their  senses  exercised  to  discern  both  (between) good  and  evil”
(Hebrews 5:14), or are in tune with the Spirit’s frequency.  This means they are allowing
the Spirit to give them a witness concerning the validity or integrity of the words spoken in
the Name of the Lord.
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The Gift Of Discernings Of Spirits

Background Reading:  Acts 16:16-18

1 CORINTHIANS 12:10  . . . to another discernings of spirits . . .

The gift of “discernings of spirits” gives insight into the spirit world, and deals with
both good and evil spirits, e.g. angels, evil angels and demons. It is not a spiritual gift
aimed  at  uncovering  human  failings,  nor  does  it  give  natural  knowledge  of  people’s
psychology.  It  is  concerned with  supernatural  insight  into  the  spiritual  realm.  In  other
words, it involves either seeing into the spirit realm or perceiving an aspect of it, as of
course the Spirit wills.

“. . .The gift of “discernings of spirits” gives insight
into the spirit world, and deals with both good and
evil spirits, e.g. angels, evil angels and demons. . .”

There are four types of spirits we have to deal with - Divine and angelic, Satanic and
human. The gift of “discernings of spirits,” or as it is otherwise known, “discernment of
spirits,” can be used in the discerning of cherubim, seraphim, archangels or the host of
angels. People may even be able to see the Lord, on some sort of spiritual level, through
this gift. It can be used in the discerning of Satan and his legions - evil angels and demons.
It can also be used in the discerning of the human spirit - the human heart - the intent, be it
good or evil, of the human heart. It can also reveal the power, evil or good, that may be
behind any supernatural manifestation.  Again, it is important to know that this is not the
person discerning these things with their own faculties,  but rather,  it  is the Holy Spirit
revealing these things to that person.

When a Christian speaks out a message of prophecy in a church meeting, for instance,
the prophecy can be:

1. Of the Holy Spirit.
2. Of the flesh.
3. Of the devil.
4. A mixture of 1, 2 and 3.

The gift of discernment of spirits can be used in this regard by the Spirit of God to give
discernment to a person so that they are able to understand the source of the prophetic
message and to distinguish any differing elements which may make up the whole of it.

This gift enables Christians to detect  whether there are evil spirits operating in or
around people or situations, and the particular nature of these evil spirits. For example, the
Lord may show us that an evil spirit is influencing a particular person and blocking them
from receiving from Him. He may reveal that this is a spirit of confusion or unbelief. Or
the Lord may reveal that a spirit of pride is influencing or working through a particular
individual. In this way, the Lord is able to reveal a problem that exists in that person’s life.
We would also then need a word of wisdom to know how to deal with this knowledge.
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Once an evil spirit has been revealed through the discernment of spirits, we should always
ask the Lord, “Should I bind and loose this evil spirit, just bind it or do nothing?” (Matthew
12:43-45).  Then if we, as Spirit-baptized Believers, have our spiritual ears open, the Lord
will give us direction. This is the word of wisdom in operation, showing us what to do with
that which the Lord has revealed through the gift of discernment of spirits.

Note: We should not allow this area to occupy our attention to a large degree, for we
should always seek to be “Word conscious” rather than “devil  conscious.” People who
become over-zealous in the area of demonology sometimes become unbalanced in their
approach to their faith and can thus bring reproach upon the Gospel of Christ.  Such over-
focused people can see demons, as it were, under every rock.  While this may be the case,
our focus should always remain on, and our faith should always remain in,  the Word of
God and the power of God (and our relationship with Him through the finished work of
Christ on the Cross), rather than on what the devil is doing.  In any case, his deceptive
work can always be brought to naught in our lives by God’s direction and power - if we are
truly surrendered, and have faith and proper focus.

“. . .We should not allow this area to occupy our
attention to a large degree, for we should always 

seek to be “Word conscious” rather than 
“devil conscious.”. . .”

If we focus on the darkness in attempting to rid ourselves or others of it, we will not
be focusing on the Light - God’s power and presence.  As a result, we can tend to lose
perspective and enter into a flesh-based fight against the enemy.  This we won’t win, but it
will keep us preoccupied so that what the Lord wants may be neglected and abandoned.
The only way to fight darkness is to keep our full focus on the Lord Who alone can release
and deliver the captives.  If we search for demons, we will find more than we bargain for,
and in the hunt, become strangely unproductive.  So let us keep our eyes focused on the
Light, the Cross of Calvary, and the goodness and power of our God.  Let us remember -
the battle is not ours but God’s (2 Chron.20:15), and He will give the wisdom, power and
leading that are necessary.

Public Tongues And Interpretation Of Tongues

1 CORINTHIANS 12:10  . . . to another divers (different) kinds of tongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues

“Divers kinds of tongues” refers to the gift of public tongues and not our own personal
tongues. It, unlike personal tongues, cannot be operated at will.  It is the Spirit Who decides
when He will  give someone a message in tongues to  be declared to the local body of
Believers, etc., on His behalf. The gift of public tongues is used in conjunction with the gift
of interpretation of tongues, for obvious reasons.
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“Divers kinds of tongues” are utterances given by the Holy Spirit  in languages not
learned or understood by the speaker. Tongues are real languages of both men and angels (1
Corinthians 13:1) and can be recognized by listeners native to a particular language without
interpretation (Acts Ch.2).

“The interpretation of tongues” is the showing forth of the meaning of an utterance
given in public tongues. Interpretation of tongues comes about through a person speaking
out that which the Lord has given them via thoughts, impressions, a vision or an audible
voice. It is manifested in response to a message in tongues.

The interpretation of the message given in tongues can be a paraphrase rather than a
word-for-word  translation.  Thus  the  interpretation  can  be  longer  or  shorter  than  the
message in tongues because it may be conveying the essence or the central idea of the
original message rather than being a direction translation.

“. . .Different kinds of tongues and the interpretation
of tongues, combined, constitute a form of prophecy
which the Lord may choose to use instead of normal

prophecy. . .”

Different kinds of tongues and the interpretation of tongues,  combined,  constitute a
form of prophecy which the Lord may choose to use instead of normal prophecy. The main
purpose of these gifts is to give direction and to edify Believers in corporate meetings.
They can also be a sign to both Believers and unbelievers.

The Gifts - Further Points To Note

1 CORINTHIANS 12:11  But all these works that one and the selfsame Spirit (all these
gifts  are  the work of  the Spirit),  dividing to every man severally  (distributing to  each
individual) as He will (as the Spirit wills).

These are the nine gifts (graces) of the Spirit which every Christian who is baptized
in the Holy Spirit has access to, and can operate in, by faith, as the Spirit wills. It is through
these gifts that Christians have potential access to the power of heaven.

As we have seen, the gifts of the Holy Spirit usually work together to bring about God’s
will in any given situation. All the gifts are equally important and are necessary for us to be
equipped to help other people and ourselves in time of need. They constitute a vital part of
the equipment required for effective Christian service, and hence the doing of God’s will.

It is important to note, however, that the ability to operate in the gifts of the Spirit
alone is not an accurate gauge of the level of a person’s spiritual maturity. Other factors
must always be taken into account including lifestyle, speech, conduct, works of faith and
love, etc. In this area, many continue to be led astray, believing that they or others are
mature and spiritual, simply because they have been able to operate in the gifts. We are
told, however, “by their fruits you shall know them” (Matthew 7:20), not by their gifts.
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Also, the fact that we are operating in a certain gift does not make us superior to anyone
else. We are not credited by God according to our ability to operate in the gifts He has
given us! Rather we are rewarded for our works of faith and love (1 Corinthians Ch.13).

However we should always desire the gifts of the Spirit, as God’s Word instructs (1
Corinthians  14:1),  for  by  the  operation  of  the  gifts,  God’s  supernatural  power  can  be
manifested to heal, deliver and give direction.  This then blesses God’s people and bears
witness to His power among the heathen, as people are miraculously healed and delivered.
Let us therefore be encouraged to pray and believe for signs and wonders to be evidenced
in our churches today!

“. . .It is important to note, however, that the ability to
operate in the gifts of the Spirit alone is not an

accurate gauge of the level of a person’s 
spiritual maturity. . .”

Let  us  also  remember  that  we always  need  to  check  everything  we do or  hear  or
experience by the Word of God - for this is our  ultimate authority.  The operation of the
gifts can be affected by personal bias, and many other factors.  For this reason, very often
the revelation gifts can be tainted by the flesh or by input from the enemy.  A thorough
grounding in the Word of God will function as a filter for the revelation gifts so that this
problem is  minimized.   While  the  operation  of  the gifts  is  of  vital  importance  to  our
personal life and the life and work of the Church,  nothing can take the place of God’s
Word and nothing should be given priority over it. Indeed the Word of God is the filter
through which every word of knowledge (and all other gifts) should be passed, and the
mirror in which the gifts should be perfectly reflected.  The Word of God is always our
foundation, being the unchanging and eternal expression of our unchanging God.  It is the
Word which declares and reveals God’s mind on all that matters, and should therefore be
our focus, and the standard by which everything else is judged.

Who Is The Controller Of The Gifts ?

When operating in the gifts, we should never think that we have control of them or
that we can turn them on and off at will.  In this regard scripture tells us:

1 CORINTHIANS 12:11 But all these work that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally (individually) as He (the Holy Spirit) will (at His discretion for He is
in control of His gifts).

HEBREWS 2:4   God  also  bearing  them  witness  (those  who  spoke  of  the  way  of
salvation), both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Spirit,  according to His own will (it is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to bring about the
will of the Father) . . .

The Holy Spirit is always in control of His gifts and His power, for the gifts will only
operate when and how He desires them to.
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There is security in this, for if we were in control of God’s power, we would very likely
cause more problems than we would solve. We would probably develop our own theories
to try to attract people to the Lord, and in the process, produce a side-show approach to
Christianity.

We need to remember that God is not on show and does not have to prove Himself.
He displayed His love at Calvary when Jesus died on the cross for the sins of all mankind.
All He wants Christians to do is to live in His Word, and to do His will - sharing His truth
with others in wisdom and leaving the rest to Him. It is the Anointing on the Word of truth,
spoken  in  wisdom  and  love,  which  speaks  to  people’s  hearts,  not  our  own  so-called
knowledge, or cleverness or flamboyance. And it is the work of the Holy Spirit to convict
people in regard to sin, righteousness and judgement (John 16:8).

Also, when we operate in any of the gifts of the Spirit, we should always remember that
the Spirit Himself is the source, not us.  We are only the pipeline which bring the living
water - if the Spirit wills it!  We should therefore always give Him the glory, rather than try
to bask in it ourselves! Amen.

“. . .when we operate in any of the gifts of the Spirit,
we should always remember that the Spirit Himself 

is the source, not us. . .”

It  is  God’s perfect  order which brings us,  as  we mature,  to  a greater  and greater
reliance on Him for all we need.  Only in Him, as we yield and have a contrite, repentant
spirit,  can  we  receive  the  graces  and  energies  needed  to  do  His  will  (Isaiah  57:15;
Philippians 2:12-13).  Just as we are conscious of needing His grace to empower us if we
are to walk in righteousness and do His will, our total reliance must be on the Lord in this
area of the gifts of the Spirit.  Then we will know indeed that we are only the channels
through which He can deliver His power, as and when He wills.  Then the glory will be the
Lord’s and His alone.  Amen.

Desiring The Best Gift

Although the gifts belong to the Holy Spirit, to distribute as He wills, we are told in 1
Corinthians 12:31:

1 CORINTHIANS 12:31  But covet (desire) earnestly the best gifts     . . .

“covet earnestly the best gifts”

The Lord tells us to desire  (believe for)  “the best gifts.” However, this scripture is
often wrongly interpreted in Christian circles. This is because Christians have been taught
to desire those gifts they perceive as being superior, and generally it has been considered
that the gifts of healings and miracles are the greatest gifts.  Christians therefore usually
desire to operate in the gifts of healings and miracles - so they can lay hands on people and
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see the mighty power of God bring healing and restoration to their lives. In other words,
people generally seek after the power gifts.

This is, however, an incorrect approach to the gifts. To “covet earnestly the best gifts”
means to desire, as led by the Holy Spirit, to operate in the gift  which will best meet the
need of the situation that is at hand. We should therefore desire the gift which will suit
whatever circumstance presents itself, i.e. the gift or gifts which are appropriate in any
given situation. So in order to be prepared beforehand for every possible eventuality, we
need to desire to operate in all the gifts. We also need to be accounted worthy to operate in
God’s power before we will be able to do so. God’s Word instructs us in this regard to:

2 TIMOTHY 2:15  Study to show yourself approved unto God (one who has been tested
by trial  and  has  passed  the  test),  a  workman who needs  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly
dividing (handling) the Word of truth.

There are many Christians who operate in the gifts of healings, as the Spirit wills,
because this is what they have believed for. However they are not necessarily operating in
any of the other gifts because they have not thought it important to believe for them.

“. . .To “covet earnestly the best gifts” means to
desire, as led by the Holy Spirit, to operate in 

the gift which will best meet the need of 
the situation that is at hand. . .”

In order to examine this subject more closely, let’s use the example of a lady who is in a
wheelchair. She approaches a mature Christian of faith who is baptized in the Holy Spirit,
seeking healing of her infirmity.

What would be the best gift to help this lady in her situation? It may be a gift of
healing or even the working of a miracle, depending on the condition of her body.

The first thing the mature Christian should do, however, is to ask the Lord if there are
blockages that need to be removed before the lady can receive from God. If such be the
case, a word of knowledge or the discerning of spirits would be needed to reveal the source
of the problem. Then this person would also need a word of wisdom to know how best to
deal with the knowledge given.

In some cases, people desiring prayer may need specific teaching to help prepare them
to receive from the Spirit of God, e.g. teaching in regard to Divine healing. At other times,
there may be a demonic force (promoting unforgiveness, resentment, unbelief, etc.) which
could be blocking them from receiving. The operation of the gifts can thus help the person
who is ministering to another clear the way for the power of God to flow.

Once these problems have been dealt with and all the conditions have been met, the
Spirit may say, “Now is the time to pray.” Referring back to the woman in the wheelchair,
the Holy Spirit, through the mature Christian’s faith, would then give the gift required to
make the lady whole, whether it be a gift of healing or the working of a miracle, or both.
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An example of not operating in the right gift would be a person coming to a fellow
Christian  for  healing  and  having  the  fellow  Christian  speak  out  in  the  gift  of  public
tongues. Would this be the best (the most appropriate and effective) gift for this situation?
Of course not. It would not help the person at all in his or her time of need.

Alternatively, if a person came to a minister for direction from the Spirit of God and
was told through the gift of prophecy of areas of his life that needed to be changed, then
this would have been the best gift in this instance.

No particular gift is more valuable or more important than any other. There is no
difference,  for  they  are  all  equal.  We  cannot  differentiate  between  them  and  say,  for
example, the gifts of healings are better than a word of knowledge, or a word of wisdom is
better  than  different  kinds  of  tongues  and  interpretation  of  tongues.  Each  gift  has  its
purpose  and  its  place  so  that  God’s  will  may  be  accomplished,  and  each  gift  will  be
effective in different situations.

Through the gifts, the Holy Spirit can reveal His will to us in any set of circumstances.
Then armed with this knowledge, we can gain the confidence needed to pray in faith so that
others’ needs may be met by the power of God.

“. . .Without the gifts of the Holy Spirit operating in
our lives, we will be very limited in our ability 

to help our fellow man. . .”

 We need to remember, however, that every situation is different and no two people
are  the same.  Because of  this,  we cannot  develop formulas  for  dealing with  particular
problems. Each person needs to be treated as an individual, according to the leading of the
Spirit - for only the Spirit of God knows the complexities of a person’s life, and it is only
He Who can direct us accordingly. So we need to seek His will when we minister or pray
for others, and listen to His directions. Only God knows the heart of every man, and He
alone knows in every case what is needed.

HEBREWS 4:13  Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight (refers
to God as the Creator of all things): but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
Him with Whom we have to do (to Whom we must give account). (E.S.B.)

Without the gifts of the Holy Spirit operating in our lives, we will be very limited in
our ability to help our fellow man, for we will lack the direction and wisdom needed to
help bring the power of God into people’s lives in appropriate and meaningful ways. We
can always pray random or general prayers, or else focus our prayer specifically on what
we think is the person’s real need or problem. But unless we learn from the Spirit of God
what is actually needed in a person’s life, we will usually be stabbing in the dark. Therefore
we must be sensitive to the Holy Spirit so He can show us what is needed when we pray for
and minister to others. We should always rely on His direction in every situation, for the
specific leading of the Holy Spirit is vital to most situations where one is ministering to
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others.  We should therefore be careful never to develop set patterns and formulas to deal
with incredibly complex human diversity.

WHEN WILL GOD RELEASE HIS POWER ?

Background Reading:  Galatians 4:1-2; Ephesians 3:14-20

It is God’s will for all Christians to be baptized in the Holy Spirit, for this is part of our
progressive growth in the Lord.  After salvation (and water baptism), this next step in our
walk is needed so that we may progress in faith and deepen our relationship with Him.
Without the Spirit Baptism, the Believer will be severely limited in their ability to gain, in a
potential sense, the knowledge and faith required to do God’s will both in their personal life
and as a Disciple of Christ.  Once Christians receive the Spirit Baptism, they are clothed
with power from on high.  They then have the potential to operate in the power of God in a
far greater way through the gifts - given, of course, for service.

ACTS 1:8  But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you:
and you shall be witnesses  (both through personal lifestyle and the proclamation of the
Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit) unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

JOHN 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He who believes on Me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do (speaks of quantity rather than
quality); because I go unto My Father.

When some Christians are baptized in the Holy Spirit, however, they assume they
can go out and help save multitudes. They believe that they are now able to operate in the
gifts of the Spirit and therefore have access to the power of God in a far greater way than
before. While this may be correct, many do not experience the success they had envisaged.
Many then ask, “Why am I not operating in the gifts of the Spirit and the power of God?”

“. . .God will generally only allow Christians to
operate in His revelation power to the level they can

safely handle. . .”

Many  Christians,  especially  in  their  early  faith-walk,  are  rebellious,  sometimes
unknowingly.  They don’t bother to truly seek God’s face and His perfect will for their
lives, desiring rather to “do their own thing.” Many therefore tend to do only what they
want to do when they feel like it - rather than really seeking to do what God desires. They
choose their own pathways then expect God to bless them. They may do as God is directing
in some areas, but in others, they reject God’s direction, knowingly or unknowingly. Many
pick and choose what they want to do without any regard for what the Spirit of God is
trying to tell or show them.

This is one of the main reasons many Christians are not operating in the gifts of the
Spirit  and the power of God. Furthermore,  if  Christians live this  kind of lifestyle,  and
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continue to display immaturity of this nature, they will never operate in the power of God
in the way that He desires them to. We could call these Believers “supermarket Christians,”
those who choose from the shelf only what they feel like, leaving behind that which does
not  appeal  to  their  flesh  (Galatians  5:16-17).   What  is  needed  is  discipleship,  and  a
complete surrender of one’s whole life to God.  If we desire the Lord’s will above all else,
then by His strength and grace, the flesh will not gain the upper hand (Matthew 22:37-40;
Luke 9:23-24).

“. . .if Christians live this kind of lifestyle, and
continue to display immaturity of this nature, they

will never operate in the power of God in the way that
He desires them to. . .”

God will generally only allow Christians to operate in His revelation power to the level
they can safely handle. Sometimes, however, people misuse the revelation and vocal gifts.
For example, a word of knowledge can be used without wisdom and this then becomes a
misuse of that which God has given.  People who continue to misuse God’s gifts (usually
the revelation gifts) will eventually find they are unable to operate in them. This is because
the Lord needs to be able to trust that we will use His gifts wisely. We can see now why He
tells us that we have the potential to operate in His power. This does not necessarily mean,
however, that we will automatically operate in this potential, for God’s power will only be
released “as the Spirit wills” (1 Corinthians 12:11).

Note: When people begin to operate in the revelation and vocal gifts, mistakes can be
quite common. Having good leadership (e.g. pastors and elders) to give guidance in these
areas is therefore of paramount importance, especially to the uninitiated and those desiring
to move accurately in the gifts (Hebrews 13:17).

The Holy Spirit can deal with young or immature Christians in the following way.
The Lord may allow His gifts to operate and His power (especially His revelation power)
to flow through young Christians when they are under the leadership of mature Christians.
We have all heard the saying “There is safety in numbers.” And such is the case when
mature Christians are present to supervise young Christians. When young Christians are
alone, however, God seemingly regulates His power according to their level of maturity,
and so the gifts may not operate so readily.

As an illustration of this principle, responsible parents would not allow their ten year
old son to have access to a firearm and to do with it as he pleased. They may allow him to
have a shot or two at a target range if they were present, making sure that the gun was
loaded correctly and that everything was properly supervised. They would show him how
to hold the gun and point it towards the target. Then when the parents walked away, they
would take the gun with them. This would be for both the child’s sake and the people
around him - for a child of that age is not mature enough to handle a weapon of such
destructive potential.

Similarly,  if  the  Lord  released too  much  power  through  the  revelation  gifts  to
Christians who were not mature enough to use it wisely, the result could be the destruction
of other people’s lives, or maybe even their own. This could be likened to children playing
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with dynamite. They might know how to detonate it, but because of their lack of wisdom
and understanding,  they could cause themselves  and others  very  serious injury.  Indeed
power can be very dangerous in immature or inexperienced hands. For example, immature
Christians can become proud and egotistical, forgetting that they are only vessels, and that
fruit rather than gifts is the benchmark of spiritual maturity.  Once operating in pride, such
Christians will enter into error in the revelation and vocal gifts, and wrong direction, if
heeded, can harm or even destroy others’ lives.  Thus God will not normally release His
power  in  any great  way until  we have the knowledge,  wisdom and maturity  to  use it
responsibly.

“. . .if the Lord released too much power through the
revelation gifts to Christians who were not mature

enough to use it wisely, the result could be the
destruction of other people’s lives, or 

maybe even their own. . .”

Note: What we have just taught in this section has been referring mainly to the release
of revelation power. God is even more careful concerning the release of His power through
the power gifts, especially in public meetings.

Guidelines for Operating in the Gifts

There is a principle contained in scripture that we are to prophesy according to our
faith (Romans 12:6), and this principle applies to all the gifts. We should therefore not try
to operate in the gifts  beyond our level of faith and maturity. In desiring to operate in
spiritual gifts, we thus need to keep in line with God’s timing for our spiritual development.
If we press too hard for revelation gifts, for example, we may receive information from the
wrong source - Satan. Remember that the Holy Spirit is very gentle and we must be open to
His promptings when He chooses to speak. We cannot force Him to reveal knowledge and
indeed if we try to, we will merely be opening the door to either the devil’s direction or our
own imagination. To operate in the revelation gifts can be compared to using a gun with a
“hair” (very sensitive) trigger. And as we have said, the leading of the Spirit very often
comes through Elijah’s “still small voice” (1 Kings 19:12).

Thus we need to be extremely sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Also people
must be open and not have biased, preconceived or predetermined ideas if they are to hear
the voice of the Lord correctly.  This is  another reason to study the Word of God and
develop a foundation of sound doctrine - so as to have  a proper filter to use for spiritual
knowledge that may have come via the gifts of the Spirit.  God’s gifts are perfect but man
is not, being fallible in this area, and needing God’s help so that error will not enter and
spread.  People’s lives have been wrecked by false words of knowledge, so it is wise to be
careful in this area and to seek the Lord’s will with an open heart.  We can also always ask
for confirmation from the Lord of any “words” given, as well as seeking trusted ministerial
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counsel.  Note that bias in any area will prevent us discerning the voice of the Lord in that
area. The gifts can also be blocked by tension, fear, confusion, etc., or even the desire to
obtain a particular  answer.  In other  words,  to  approach the Lord in order  to  obtain an
answer you have already decided upon will not result in God’s truth being revealed!

“. . .God’s gifts are perfect but man is not, being
fallible in this area, and needing God’s help so that

error will not enter and spread. . .”

In order to operate properly in the gifts of the Spirit, the Believer needs to pass through
three doors. These are:

1. The door of the Baptism in the Spirit  (which gives the Believer access to the
power of God through the gifts).

2. The door of openness (being yielded) to the Spirit so that He may use the Believer
in this way.

3. The door of God’s will (for the gifts operate “as the Spirit wills”).

Once the Believer is baptized in the Spirit, he or she is properly equipped in a potential
sense to  access  the power  of  God through the gifts.  However all  three doors  must  be
opened before God’s power can manifest.

Concerning public ministry (or ministry to the masses), God does not generally allow
His power to flow until the minister or ministries concerned are accounted worthy by Him
to operate in this power. This is particularly true regarding the gifts of healings, miracles
and faith - the power gifts. Certainly it would appear that the Lord is particularly careful
about releasing His dunamis power in a major way, and will only do so when He knows the
minister concerned can be trusted to handle such a situation with wisdom and humility.
Alternatively, the one being used to bring forth the gift will be coming under (submitting
to) mature oversight in the meetings (Hebrews 13:17).

“. . .the Lord is particularly careful about releasing
His dunamis power in a major way, and will only do

so when He knows the minister concerned 
can be trusted to handle such a situation 

with wisdom and humility. . .”

On an individual level, however, we still see God, through His mercy and grace, healing
people - but this usually happens in response to individual openness and faith.
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Note: It should be mentioned that people often become sidetracked with the wonder
factor involved in the operation of the gifts, especially in the early stages of learning or
experience. While this may be a natural reaction, it should not continue indefinitely - for
the gifts are not ends in themselves. Rather, they are given for a purpose, that being to help
other people. The gifts are thus tools to assist us to do the Father’s work and operate in the
power of truth.

Some ministries,  for  example,  that  of  the  Evangelist,  seem to  operate  more  in  the
healing gifts than other ministries, for instance, that of the Pastor.  This does not mean that
the Pastor is at fault, but rather that God uses the Pastor to teach his people to live by faith.
However concerning the Evangelist, the Word declares that there will be signs and wonders
following the preaching of the Gospel.  It does seem that in this setting, it is easier for those
people who are listening and accepting to receive healing and experience miracles without
really  knowing much (Mark 16:15-20).   Remember,  to  whom much is  given,  much is
required.  And conversely, to whom little has been given, of them little is required.

We are to seek the Giver of the gifts rather that the gifts themselves.  This will
require a letting go of self’s ambitions and desires so that we can surrender to the Spirit’s
will in our lives.  Let us then seek to use the gifts according to these governing principles.

“. . .We are to seek the Giver of the gifts rather that
the gifts themselves. . .”

Furthermore, it must be said that the Lord’s Word is final on the Believer’s condition
and what should be their priority.  He would rather someone limp into heaven - in other
words die of cancer but be saved - than someone be physically fit, only to die and go to
hell.  Therefore someone’s salvation is of so much more importance than their healing, for
example.

3 JOHN 1:2  Beloved, I wish (desire) above all things that you may prosper and be in
health,  even  as  your  soul  prospers (through  the  hearing  of  the  Word  via  teaching,
preaching and study).

The message of Calvary - the Atonement - must always be the primary and even the
secondary message of the Church.  Everything else must line up behind this teaching which
must be our priority because it  is the foundation for everything else.  It  must be us in
Christ, motivated, empowered and moved by Him, in His timing.  Amen.

So let us seek first the Kingdom of God and its  treasures through the graces that
would cause us to live a life which pleases the Father.  Every day then let us go to the Cross
in order to repent of known and unknown sin, then yield to the Holy Spirit so as to take up
our cross of self-denial - not in the power of the flesh, or the power of self-will, but in the
power of the Spirit.  Through the energizing power of God’s Divine Nature we are able to
do this - there is no other way to please the Lord.  Let His will be our goal, and let our
strength be in Him, not us!  Amen.  And let us desire the gifts of the Spirit, as the Word
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instructs (1 Corinthians 14:1), so that we may be effective servants of our Lord and Master,
prepared and available to be used in whatever situation presents itself.

Results Of Not Being Led By The Spirit

There  have  been  many instances where  both  ministers  and  Christians  alike  have
prayed  for  people  and  nothing  has  happened.  They  then  wonder  why  God  has  not
responded to their prayer.

Some reasons for this may be:

1. The person praying lacks the necessary faith.

2. The person praying may not have been led by the Holy Spirit to do so.

3. The person being prayed for has insufficient faith to receive, or lacks proper focus
to do so.

4. The person being prayed for is not open to God or may have unconfessed sin in his
or her life.

5. Sometimes the answer to this question is only known by God.

When Christians have prayed for someone to be healed without the leading of the
Spirit (the person concerned may not be ready to receive healing because of unforgiveness,
other unconfessed sin, lack of teaching, etc.) and nothing happens, many say, “It must be
God’s will for me not to be healed,” or “Healing is not for today,” or “God doesn’t heal
anymore.” In this way, error and wrong teaching have crept into the Church, and with these
problems  has  come  more  and  more  unbelief  in  regard  to  God’s  Word.  We  need  to
remember, when confronted with such wrong conclusions, that God will only release His
power when the conditions relating to that situation have been fulfilled. In other words, He
will only release His power when proper demands have been made upon it.  We should not
conclude that God has changed His infallible Word just for that occasion, and that, for
instance, He has changed His mind about healing people!!

“. . .We should not conclude that God has changed
His infallible Word just for that occasion, and that,

for instance, He has changed His mind 
about healing people. . .”

We must therefore seek the leading of the Spirit of God in all situations, for it is only
He Who knows what  is  needed,  and when it  is  needed.  We should always seek God’s
leading so we can be effective in helping people, for it is only He Who can reveal what
blockages exist, and whether people are indeed ready for prayer or not. If we do not seek
the leading of the Spirit and, as a consequence, people are not healed or delivered or helped
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through  the  proper  application  of  truth,  this  could  bring  God’s  Word  into  disrepute.
Sometimes, however, for whatever reason, people may not receive healing, even though it
is available and God’s Word is clear on the matter.

Misconceptions About The Spirit Baptism

The Spirit Baptism does nothing in itself or by itself to promote our personal growth
in  the  Lord.  Nor  does  it  make  us  “more  saved”  or  “more  holy”  or  better  Christians.
However it can unlock doors to a greater revelation of God’s truths. The Spirit Baptism can
also give a greater personal awareness of the Lord’s presence and open up clearer lines of
communication with Him.  It can also give one’s Christian experience a whole new sense
of reality. However, the experience in itself is not “the answer,” a view which often seems
to be held by those who have been recently initiated into the “Charismatic experience.” The
only way to walk more closely with God is through fellowshipping with Him and studying
and listening to His Word, through love, faith and obedience, and a willingness and desire
to be led by the Spirit.

Also, the gifts of the Holy Spirit in themselves do not give us a closer walk with God.
But as we grow in the Lord, the gifts of the Spirit can help us better understand the Word,
as well as the nature and character of God.  Through this understanding we may be able to
enter into closer communion with God.

Sometimes the experience of the Spirit Baptism can even become a stumbling block to
Christians.  This  is  not  because  of  the  experience  itself  but  rather  because  of  people’s
perception of it. Problems sometimes develop when Christians who have come to know the
reality of the Spirit  Baptism and are able to speak in tongues, then think that they are
automatically elevated to a high spiritual plane when in fact this is not the case. Because of
this false illusion, they sometimes begin to operate in pride and cease to grow in the Lord,
thinking they have arrived at the pinnacle of Christian endeavour and achievement.  Some
of the gifts of the Spirit may even flow at times in a limited way, and people wrongly
equate the operation of the gifts with spiritual maturity (Matthew 7:20).  Indeed it is often
those involved in the Charismatic and Pentecostal church scene who are the hardest to
teach, simply because they assume they know more than is the case.

“. . .The Spirit Baptism does nothing in itself or by
itself to promote our personal growth in the Lord. . . “

The mighty Spirit Baptism does give the Believer the potential to walk more closely
with God than is possible without it, and to serve the Lord in a greater capacity because of
it.  To reject or not seek this wonderful grace is to deny God the opportunity to use you in
the way He would desire.  When a Believer is baptized in the Holy Spirit, they then have
the potential to absorb the spiritual energies of the Divine Nature at a higher level, being
enabled to live a discipled life, led and empowered by the Spirit.  Without this grace, this
Baptism, Christians deny God entry into  all their house, in other words, their whole life.
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We all  need God’s grace to lose control so that He may gain control of our life, daily.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is essential to this goal.  Without it we control our own life
under the guise of religion - employing formulas rather than flowing in His grace.

Note: “Mainline”  churches  are  those  from  Protestant  denominations  which  do  not
advocate the Spirit Baptism, seeing it as a once-only event on the Day of Pentecost (e.g.
Baptist, Lutheran, Churches of Christ, the Salvation Army, Anglican, Uniting and many
others).  Charismatic  churches  are  mainline  churches  which  proclaim the  reality  of  the
Spirit Baptism while remaining within their mainline denominations. Pentecostal churches
are those which proclaim the Baptism of the Spirit as a major doctrine and aim to move in
the power of the Spirit through the gifts to varying degrees. Local Pentecostal churches are
usually much more independent of denominational structure, even though most do belong
to  denominations  (e.g.  Assemblies  of  God,  the  Christian  Revival  Crusade,  Christian
Outreach  Centres,  Full  Gospel  International,  etc.).  Some  Pentecostal  churches  are
independent  bodies,  usually  affiliated,  to  some  degree,  with  a  central  body  that  helps
maintain scriptural integrity and ministerial standards, etc.

“. . .The mighty Spirit Baptism does give the Believer
the potential to walk more closely with God than is

possible without it, and to serve the Lord in a greater
capacity because of it. . .”

Pressing Towards The Mark

Background Reading:  Hebrews 12:1-11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

Our duty as Believers is to live as Disciples of Christ,  to be accounted worthy to
operate in God’s power, strength and wisdom.

JOHN 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews who believed on Him, “If you continue in
My Word, then are you My Disciples indeed”

Another version reads:

JOHN 8:31  So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed in Him, “If you abide in My
Word - hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them - you are truly My
Disciples.” (Amp.)

To abide in the Word we must first  of all  know what it  says. We do this through
studying and hearing God’s Word, and meditating on it. Then we need to do what it says,
from a heart of faith and love, remembering that only with the Divine Nature enthroned
(and so ordering our behaviour) can we do this.  From a position of empowered obedience,
we can continue in vital, living union with God.  We will then be Disciples indeed.  By His
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grace at work in and through us we will become living witnesses to the world that Jesus is
alive.  Amen.

“. . .From a position of empowered obedience, we can
continue in vital, living union with God. . .”

The word “continue” means:
 - to go on without ceasing
 - to be never ending
 - to be always striving towards the mark

This mark for Christians is the mark of the high calling we have in Christ Jesus.  This
high calling refers to the daily ministry to which each of us has been called, which is really
the will of God being done in our lives.

PHILIPPIANS 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect
(the Apostle is saying he doesn’t claim sinless perfection): but I follow after (to pursue), if
that I may apprehend (Paul is pursuing absolute Christlikeness) that for which also I am
apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus.  (He  was  saved  by  Christ  for  the  purpose  of  becoming
Christlike, and so are we!) (E.S.B.)

Another version reads:

PHILIPPIANS 3:12   Not that I have now attained [this ideal] or am already made
perfect, but I press on to lay hold of (grasp) and make my own, that for which Christ
Jesus, the Messiah, has laid hold of me and made me His own. (Amp.)

PHILIPPIANS 3:13  I do not consider, brethren, that I have captured and made it my
own [yet]; but one thing I do - it is my one aspiration: forgetting what lies behind, and
straining forward to what lies ahead, (Amp.)

PHILIPPIANS 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ.

To stretch forth towards the goal of becoming Christlike and the fulfillment of our
individual callings, we need to purpose in our hearts to serve our Lord 300% (100% of our
spirit, 100% of our soul and 100% of our body), without any shadow of turning. Even with
this commitment, without the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, we cannot achieve this end.  But
once Spirit-baptized, we then need to keep ourselves focused on the goal, which is to bring
as many people into the Kingdom of God as possible, by the grace of God at work in us. To
this end we need to exercise our wills, by purposing in our hearts to listen to and act on the
Word of God and the direction given by the Holy Spirit, as Joshua 1:8 instructs us.

JOSHUA 1:8  This Book of the Law (God’s Word) shall not depart out of your mouth
(speak about the Word all the time); but you shall meditate therein day and night (think
constantly about the Word), that you may observe (be watchful) to do (act) according to
all that is written therein:  (and this is the promise) for then you shall make your way
prosperous, and then you shall have good success.
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Notice that this verse tells us we must be careful to  act on everything that the Word
directs us to do.

Wuest speaks of the necessary action involved on the part of the Believer in relation
to “pressing towards the mark,” i.e. being under the control of the Holy Spirit so that we
serve our Lord fully:

“But this desire for the control of the Holy Spirit, and this trust in the Lord Jesus for
that control, is but part of the believer’s obligation in the premises. One cannot say, “Just
to realize with joy the Spirit’s passionate longing to control my thoughts, words, and deeds
for  the  glory  of  the Lord Jesus,  and to  rest  quietly  in  His  energizing  and supervising
ministry, is all that is necessary.”  The Christian life is not a mere “let go and let God”
affair.  It is a “take hold with God”  business. It is not a mere rest in God, an existence
somewhat like that of a jelly-fish floating in the warm currents of the Gulf Stream. God is
not  developing  jelly-fish  Christians.  God  wants  to  develop  heroes,  Christian  men  and
women of moral stamina and spiritual power. In the physical realm, no one becomes strong
by merely eating wholesome food and resting. Exercise is what is needed to change the
food-energy into bone and muscle.  In  like  manner,  the Christian must  exercise  himself
spiritually if he is to grow strong in his Christian life. That demands the exercise of his free
will,  the making of choices,  the deciding between right and wrong,  the saying of a point
blank NO to temptation,  the constant striving to improve one’s spiritual life,  grow in the
Christian graces and in Christlikeness. It involves not only the desire to be loving, but the
definite endeavor to be loving. It is not merely a trustful rest in the Holy Spirit to make us
loving, but a positive exertion of our own will to be loving. It is like bending one’s arm. The
strength to bend one’s arm is in that member of the body, but the strength is only potential
and not active unless the will power is exerted which will cause that strength to function.
Just so, the power of the Holy Spirit is potentially resident in the saint by virtue of His
indwelling presence, but it  is only operative in that believer when he is yielded to and
dependent upon the ministry of the Spirit, and then steps out in faith in the performance of
the action contemplated. For instance, when the believer is confronted with a temptation, it
is not enough to rest in the Holy Spirit’s ministry to overcome that temptation for us .  We
must by an act of our own free will say a bold, positive, and fearless NO to it. The instant
we move in that direction, the Spirit is there with His wonderful energizing power. Indeed,
you will say, that the very start of the step taken in the direction of the act of saying NO to
that temptation was motivated by the Spirit. And that is true. Yet it is also true that it is the
free action of the believer’s will, and is his responsibility. Right here lies that mysterious,
incomprehensible, and not-to-be-understood interaction and mutual response between the
free-will of man and the sovereign grace of God.

This necessary action of the will on the part of the believer, in addition to the trust in
and dependence upon the Holy Spirit which the saint must have, is seen clearly in the
expression, “a certain fellowship of the Spirit” (Philippians 2:1) which we found referred
to “a relation between individuals which involves a common interest and a mutual active
participation in that interest and in each other.” It is the obligation of the believer to be
supremely interested in the things of God, for the Spirit is constantly exploring the deep
things of God (I Corinthians 2:10). The Christian who does not maintain a real interest in
and hunger for the Word of God, and satisfy both by a constant study of that Word, is not
co-operating with the Spirit, and is not giving the Spirit an opportunity to work in his life
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and cause him to grow in the Christian graces. The Spirit works through the Word of God
that we have stored in our hearts, and not apart from it.

“. . .The Christian who does not maintain a real
interest in and hunger for the Word of God, and

satisfy both by a constant study of that Word, is not
co-operating with the Spirit. . .”

Likewise, the believer who does not actively participate in the activity necessary to the
saying of YES to the will of God and of NO to sin, is not co-operating with the Spirit. And
the Christian who does not engage in a Holy Spirit directed ministry of some kind in the
work of furthering the knowledge of the Word of God, is not co-operating with the Spirit. It
is this ideal combination of a moment by moment trust in, submission to, and dependence
upon the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and the constant interest in and participation with the
Holy  Spirit  in  the  things  of  God,  that  produces  the  best  results  in  the  Christian’s
experience.  This  combination  develops  Christian  men  and  women  with  a  sense  of
responsibility, with moral courage and stamina of a high order, with a balance and poise
that weathers the severest storms, with a delicate sense of tact that enables them to move
among their fellowmen without riding roughshod over their tender hearts, but rather in a
loving  way so  that  their  passing  leaves  a  sense  of  the presence  of  the  Lord Jesus.  It
develops spiritual giants, men and women who can be trusted in a time of crisis.” 5

(underlines added)

As we grow in knowledge, it can be very easy to concentrate our time and efforts on
the spiritual side of our personal growth as Christians, and neglect the real reason we are
here. We should never forget that our main purpose here on earth is to fulfill our ministry of
reconciliation, i.e. to reconcile people to God through the sharing of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:18  And all things are of God (the new creation of verse 17), Who
has reconciled (restored) us to Himself by Jesus Christ (by means of the Cross), and has
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

2 CORINTHIANS 5:19  To wit,  that God was in Christ,  reconciling the world unto
Himself (represents the Atonement as the work of the Blessed Trinity and the result of love,
not  of  wrath:  E.S.B.),  not  imputing  their  (men’s) trespasses  (sins) unto  them (but
cancelling the sins of those who are spiritually regenerated); and has committed unto us
(every Believer) the word (message) of reconciliation.

MATTHEW 5:14  You are the light of the world (because we belong to Christ, we are to
reflect His light). A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.

MATTHEW 5:15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick (so that it may be seen); and it gives light unto all who are in the house.
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MATTHEW 5:16  (In the same way), Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works  (of  faith  and love),  and glorify your Father Who is  in heaven
(works of faith and love glorify the Father, works of the flesh do not).

Some Christians become so heavenly minded they are of no earthly use. In other words,
they have their mind in the clouds, spiritually, and are unable, or perhaps unwilling, to
communicate with people on a natural level - it takes too much of their time or involves too
much effort or cost.

We must  always  be  mindful  of  the  people  around  us  -  their  outlook  and  level  of
understanding. If we take the time to gain this awareness, we can communicate with them,
naturally, about spiritual truths. Indeed we cannot just approach people and begin quoting
scripture when most have never read the Bible. Thus we need to operate in the wisdom and
power of God in order to give each person to whom we speak the best possible opportunity
to hear  and comprehend the truth of the Gospel.   The Spirit  Baptism gives us greater
potential to do this.

“. . .Some Christians become so heavenly minded
they are of no earthly use. . .”

There are many ways in which we can share the Gospel of Jesus Christ,  but the
most important way is through our personal witness, by living what we profess. Doubtless
what will often speak to people more than a thousand words is a person who not only
professes to be a Christian, but who also lives as a Christian, and truly follows Christ. Then
as we share the Gospel, not only in deed, but in word, it will have a greater impact on our
loved ones, our friends and people in general. They will see that we are sincere in our
beliefs and that Christ is a reality in our life.  As the grace of God works in us through the
empowerment of His Divine Nature, we will display the love of God in all we do.  This is
meant to be the true mark of the Disciple.

Therefore have:

EPHESIANS 6:15  .  .  .  your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel  of  peace
(Isaiah 52:7)

And:

1 PETER 3:15  . . . sanctify the Lord God in your hearts (should be translated, “set apart
Christ as Lord in the heart” :  E.S.B.): and be ready always to give an answer to every
man who asks you a reason of the hope that is in you (Christians need to know the Word
of God so they are ready to present the Gospel at any time) with meekness (gentleness) and
fear (reverence):

1 PETER 3:16  Having  (keeping) a  good conscience;  that,  whereas they speak evil
(maliciously) of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse (slander)
your good (Godly) conversation (conduct) in Christ.

It is our duty both to God and to our fellow man to live according to the Word of God
twenty four hours a day, regardless of how we may feel or what circumstances may dictate
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- for other people’s eternal destinies are at stake. And we should always remain aware that
mankind’s enemy, Satan, is ever at work seeking to kill and destroy as many people as
possible (1 Peter 5:8).  His major work is to keep people in darkness by preventing the light
of truth from being revealed to them (2 Corinthians 4:4).

God has given us all we need to defeat the enemy in our own lives.  He has also given
us  the  graces  to  help  bring  His  delivering  light  into  other  people’s  lives.   All  this  is
dependent, of course, on us abiding in Christ and the light of His Word.   We need to take
hold of our authority in Christ, always seeking the leading and empowerment of the Holy
Spirit, submitting to and operating in God’s Word of truth. As we do all this, and step out in
faith to seek the lost, the Holy Spirit can reach people through us and we can be effective in
the Lord’s service.

“. . .We need to take hold of our authority in Christ,
always seeking the leading and empowerment of 

the Holy Spirit. . .”

Summary

When we are regenerated, we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and have God’s saving
presence surrounding our spirit. To have a fuller measure of the Holy Spirit, however, we
need the Spirit Baptism, a subsequent and deeper gift which is available to every Christian.
This makes us potentially more usable by God - at various points in time.  The physical
manifestation of this experience is speaking in unknown tongues.  With the Spirit Baptism,
His presence shifts from “out to in,” to “in to out” for service, and with this comes the
blessed potential of deeper relationship.

We need to remember that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit will not of itself guarantee a
deeper spiritual walk - for it needs to be accompanied on our part, as we have said, by
commitment, faith and obedience. Nevertheless, just as Jesus commanded the Disciples to
wait for  “the promise of the Father,” He is commanding Christians today to receive the
glorious infilling of the Holy Spirit  so they may gain the potential to serve Him in the
greatest possible capacity - and today there is no waiting period involved.

It is the Father’s will that all His children are baptized in the Holy Spirit. The Father
desires this because He wants us to be clothed with power from on high and to grow and
mature as His children, and also to come into the full measure of our calling. As we do so,
we can have the power of God operating in our life to help set other people free from the
bondages of the enemy.

We should also understand that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a command, as Luke
24:49 indicates, not an optional extra:

LUKE 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but wait in the
city of Jerusalem, until you be endued with power (ability, efficiency and might) from on
high.
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Jesus commanded His Disciples to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and He is saying the
same to all Christians today. No one has to wait - only to ask in faith, believing they will
receive (Luke 11:13). God is faithful and true to His Word.  With the Spirit Baptism, we
gain the grace needed to fulfill our potential in the Lord as we continue to yield to His will
in our life and grow in the power of His unending love and mercy.  As we then seek first
the Kingdom of God, we will, through His marvellous grace, produce fruit that will stand
for eternity.

“. . .Let us seek to be worthy to be even filled to
overflowing so that, through His Anointing in and
through us, the Lord can scatter the darkness and

reach the lost. . .”

Also, for ministry purposes, whether this be Five Fold or the ministry of reconciliation,
we need not only the Spirit Baptism, we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  This will
ensure that God can use us as a worthy vessel, fit for His purposes and plans.  Always
remember it is God working in and through us that makes the difference.  We of ourselves
can achieve nothing of eternal value (John 15:5).  If it is about “us in God,” then the basis
of our Christian life is concerned with escape (from hell) and refuge (from the enemy).  But
when God’s power flows out of us because we are so full up, this being “God in us,” then
ministry and Anointing will follow.  Consecration and discipleship is needed for this to take
place.  Darkness is attacked by Light, and must retreat when Light shines - for this is God’s
presence.  Therefore God, through the Spirit-baptized and Spirit-filled Christian, is able to
reach down from heaven and touch earth and its darkened occupants through the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.  We are His hands and feet.  Let us seek to be worthy to be even filled to
overflowing so that,  through His Anointing in and through us, the Lord can scatter the
darkness and reach the lost.

May you have the victory in Christ.

TIME LIMIT - Due on or before.........................

This time limit is based on a minimum of ....... hours of study per week.
You should allow as a general guideline, ........... hours to answer the questions.

TOTAL ALLOWANCE   ......... hours.

If you are having problems completing this study within these guidelines, you may
need to seek assistance from those in charge of distribution.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

The following questions are designed to assess how much you have understood and retained from
your studies.

Answer and number all questions on line-ruled paper, giving two or three scriptures with each
answer whenever possible. Also give an explanation, whenever possible, of how you arrived at your
answer.

Answer these questions according to the instructions given regarding the grade you have chosen to
work at, i.e. either Intermediate Grade or Ordinary Grade.

If you do not understand a particular question, contact those responsible for distribution.
For ease of correction  write the actual question down on your answer sheet before answering

each question, and please print all answers to the questions.

Note: If you do not agree with any particular viewpoint expressed in the studies and you have
another viewpoint, answer questions relating to this area in the following manner:

The view that the studies teach is . . . . . . . . . . . 

But I believe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
         (and state the reasons why you do so )

Note: Remember the time limit and complete the study and your answers within the allotted
period.

If you are studying at Intermediate Grade, you will later be eligible to do the Advanced Questions if
you so desire. You will not be able to use your study books or notes to help you answer these questions.
In fact all you will be able to use are Bibles and Concordances. So prepare for this by studying properly
and answering these questions according to the instructions given.

(See letters concerning how to study.)

____________________________________________



GOD’S GIFT TO YOU AND THE CHURCH
Study Questions

Some of the material covered in these questions has already been covered in Series
II.  However, we would expect the answers you give here to be of a greater depth.
Also,  the  value  of  refreshing  one’s  mind  in  the  principles  of  God  needs  to  be
acknowledged and appreciated.

1. Why does the enemy seek to discredit the Spirit Baptism?

2. Why is religious bias such a great problem in regard to the Spirit Baptism and how
does it operate?

3. Explain what being  “clothed with power from on high” means and what God is
saying through this scripture (Luke 24:49) to every Christian today.

4. What are the various terms used in the scriptures to describe the Spirit Baptism?

5. Give the requirements for being saved, and the requirements for being baptized in
the Holy Spirit.

6. How do religious cults view the Holy Spirit, and how does the Bible describe the
Holy Spirit?

7 (a) What is the promise given in Joel 2:28-29, who was it referring to and when did it
begin to be fulfilled?

(b) Explain why this promise could not be fulfilled during Old Testament times.

8. When were the Disciples regenerated?

9. What is the “fire” referred to in Matthew 3:11, and what is its dual purpose?

10 (a) How does this “fire” differ from the flame given to the Saint at conversion?

(b) What is the greater potential in the Spirit-baptized Believer because of this “fire” ?

11. What is the fuel for the holy flame of Pentecost burning on the inside?  Explain the
process and the result.

12. By what two ways can the Saint lose the holy flame which burns inside their heart?
What is needed to fix this situation?

13. Explain the teaching on the flame of Pentecost in terms of wood, fire, dry logs and
saturated logs.

God's Gift To You And The Church
94



14. Why were so many people of different language groups assembled at Jerusalem on
the Day of Pentecost?

15. List the seven festivals of Israel in order, and describe the first four in detail.

16. Explain how each of the first four festivals is a type-pattern of spiritual realities in
the New Covenant.

17. When was the Church birthed, when were the Disciples regenerated, and when was
the Church equipped to carry out the Great Commission?

18. Who baptizes us in the Holy Spirit,  and what is the physical  evidence of being
baptized in the Holy Spirit? Support your answer with scriptures from the Gospels
and the Book of Acts.

19. When does speaking in tongues become a tool for evangelism, and when was this
particular sign first seen?

20. Prove from Saul’s conversion experience that salvation and the Spirit Baptism are
two separate experiences.

21. Give  further  examples  from  scripture  which  prove  that  being  saved  and  being
baptized in the Holy Spirit are two separate experiences.

22. Explain the difference between being baptized in the Holy Spirit and being baptized
into the Body of Christ.

23. Explain the greater potential available to Spirit-baptized Christians in terms of the
inside-outside concept.

24 (a) Relate the Spirit Baptism to the operation of the Divine Nature, stating what benefit
is given and what is needed to maximize this benefit.

(b) Under what conditions can the Divine Nature operate in Christians at its highest
level?

25. Why did the first Disciples have to wait for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and
why do Christians today need no such waiting period?

26. Comment on this statement, “If God wanted me to speak in tongues, He would give
me this gift.”

27. Explain why an unsaved person cannot receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

28. What may prevent a person from receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, and how
would you deal with any such difficulties?
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29. What are some of Satan’s tactics in trying to prevent Christians from receiving the
Holy Spirit Baptism?

30 (a) Although the Disciples had been with Jesus for three years, had been taught the
principles of God, and had believed on Him after His Resurrection, what did they
still lack prior to the Day of Pentecost?

(b) Why do all Christians need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit, and how can we know
that this is God’s will?

31. If  a preacher,  teacher or church does not  acknowledge and proclaim the mighty
Baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, what
effect will this have on those who depend on them for spiritual guidance?

32. When the “fire” spoken of in Matthew 3:11 reaches the heart of man, what does this
result in?

33 (a) After regeneration, what does the Holy Spirit do for us in His role as Comforter, and
how does He do this?

   (b) Name some of the things the Holy Spirit desires to do for us in His position as the
Spirit of Truth

34. Why can God reveal His truths more quickly to a person who is baptized in the
Holy Spirit?

35. Why can an unsaved person never fully understand the spiritual truths contained
within the Bible?

36. Give a description of the carnally minded Christian, and explain why he or she may
be unable to discern the leading of the Spirit, or understand deeper truth.

37. To allow the Spirit to reveal the deeper truths of God’s Word to us, on what must
our focus be, and what must our goal be?

38. What are some major keys to being led by the Spirit, and what are some of the ways
in which we can be led by the Spirit?

39. If you receive “so-called” personal direction through the gifts that does not agree
with God’s Word, how can this situation be resolved?

40. If the leading of the Spirit is often perceived as a “still small voice,” what are the
implications for the seeking Christian?

41. What determines the level of God’s power which operates within us, and when will
God allow this power to flow?
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42 (a) Identify the two meanings of the phrase “filled with the Spirit” from the scriptures,
and relate your answer to the “fire of Pentecost.”

(b) Why is  effective ministry attached to  being  “filled” with the Holy Spirit  in  the
second definition of the word?

43. What is the Light of God and how does the Light of God work in us in relation to
truth and power?

44 (a) Describe the mechanics of speaking in tongues, stating what part the mind plays and
what is the significance of this.

(b) When we are praying in tongues, what quality of prayer are we praying, and what
could we be praying about?

45. Apply Hebrews 11:6 to tongues.

46. Using scripture, distinguish between the two types of tongues.

47. What can speaking in tongues do for us personally?

48. What does the exhortation, “praying in the Holy Ghost,” mean, and how is it done?

49. In relation to speaking in tongues, some situations require sensitivity while at other
times there is the issue of order (1 Corinthians 14:40).  Discuss and elaborate.

50. When can praying in tongues be of no benefit?

51 (a) Initially, if Christians are having problems speaking in tongues after they have asked
for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, what are the possible reasons for this and what
would you advise them to do?

   (b) If they are still having problems speaking in tongues after some time, what should
they then do?

52. What is the one obvious difference between a person speaking in the Lord’s tongues
and a person speaking in a tongue from the devil? How often does this counterfeit
phenomenon occur?

53. Some Christians believe you must speak in tongues to be saved.  Is this doctrine
scriptural, and what does it cause within the Body of Christ?

54. Explain  why  speaking  in  tongues  is  neither  the  basis  for,  nor  the  evidence  of,
salvation.

55. What is the purpose of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit?
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56. Name the three groups  into  which  the  nine  gifts  can  be divided.   Also  list  the
particular  gifts  which  apply  to  each  category,  and  the  general  purpose  of  each
category.

57. What does the term “diversities of operations” mean in relation to the gifts of the
Spirit?  Give examples from Jesus’ ministry.

58. Describe  the  “word  of  knowledge” and  the  “word  of  wisdom,” stating  their
purposes and the way these gifts may operate in the lives of Christians.

59. Describe the gift of faith, stating how it operates and under what conditions it is
likely to operate.

60. What are the two ways in which we can receive healing?

61. Describe the “gifts of healings,” and explain the difference between a healing and a
miracle.

62. Explain how the  “gifts  of  healings”  and  “the working of  miracles” are  usually
administered, and give examples of different ways in which the working of miracles
can be manifested.

63. Describe  the  gift  of  prophecy  and  its  purpose,  and  state  why  a  person  who
prophesies is not necessarily a prophet.

64 (a) What is the gift of “discernings of spirits” and what is its purpose?

     (b) Give some examples of situations where this gift can operate effectively.

65. What are some of the dangers of becoming over-focused on the area of demonology,
and what is the solution to this problem?

66. Describe the gift of “different kinds of tongues,” stating how it operates, its purpose
and what other gift needs to work in conjunction with it.

67. When we speak in tongues, are these tongues real languages? Explain how we know
this.

68. How many of the gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1-10) do Spirit-filled Believers have access
to in a potential sense, and what is the primary condition that applies?

69. Can  we  assess  the  level  of  a  person’s  spiritual  maturity  on  the  basis  of  their
operation of the gifts? If not, what more is needed?

70. Why should we desire and believe for the gifts of the Spirit?
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71. When operating in the gifts, what is always our safeguard and ultimate authority?
Explain.

72. In relation to the gifts,  we are the pipeline that brings the living water,  not  the
source.  Discuss and expand.

73. What does to “covet earnestly the best gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:31) really mean?

74 (a) If a person was to come to you with a need for healing, what should you first do?

     (b) What gifts may be needed to help this person?

75. In most situations when one is ministering to others, why is the specific leading of
the Holy Spirit, through the gifts, essential?

76. Give  some reasons  why  God  may  not  release  His  power,  through  the  gifts,  in
Christians’ lives.

77. Power through the revelation gifts can corrupt young minds.  Relate this statement
to the gifts of the Spirit.

78. If we press too hard to operate in the gifts, what may result, and what effect will a
biased attitude have on the operation of the gifts?

79. What three doors need to be passed through before the gifts can flow?

80. When the gifts are viewed as “ends in themselves,” what is this usually a sign of,
and what correction is needed?

81. Quite often Christians find when they pray for someone that nothing happens. What
could be some reasons for this, as outlined in this study?

82. What are some misconceptions concerning the Spirit Baptism, and how can being
baptized in the Spirit become a stumbling block to the person concerned?

83. Without the Spirit Baptism, we will control our own life under the guise of religion.
Explain this statement and discuss it.

84. Distinguish between “mainline,” Charismatic and Pentecostal churches.

85. According to Wuest, how do the sovereign grace of God and the free will of man
mysteriously work together to develop “spiritual giants, men and women who can
be trusted in a time of crisis” ?

86. As Christians, what is our main purpose here on earth, and what is the importance
of keeping this purpose in focus?
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87. Does the Holy Spirit  Baptism guarantee a profitable and deeper Christian walk?
Discuss.

88. Is the Spirit Baptism a command or a choice, and why is this so?

89. At what grade did you study this booklet and answer the questions, Ordinary Grade
or Intermediate Grade?

90. Do you wish to commit yourself to studying at 7 hours a week or 4 hours a week in
regard to your next study?

Note: Please send $.................. with these answers for your next study.

Note: Under certain circumstances, you may not feel you can commit 7 hours a week
to the next study.  You can then opt to study at 4 hours a week. The time limits will be
adjusted accordingly. Should your situation change, you can increase your time to 7
hours a week - just notify the college or those in charge of distribution.
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WE BELIEVE:

 1. The Bible is the inspired, infallible and authoritative written Word of God.

 2. There is one true triune God, eternally co-existent in three persons Who form the Holy Trinity:
God the Father, God the Word and God the Holy Spirit. These three dwell together in perfect
unity, forming one heavenly government called God, and each of the three divine persons we
recognize to be God.

 3. God the Word stripped Himself of His rightful godly privileges and became flesh, a human
being called Jesus Christ. Nevertheless He remained God the Word, being both truly God and
truly man.

 4. Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin. He was crucified, buried,
and then raised from the dead by the power of God. He now sits at the right hand of the Father,
and is the only Mediator between God and man.

 5. In the spiritually lost condition of men - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(are deprived of God’s saving presence).

 6. Salvation is found in no one else except Jesus, and there is no other name under heaven which
is given to men whereby mankind can be saved. 

 7. In the essential need of the new birth by faith in Jesus Christ. The only means of being cleansed
from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious blood of Christ.

 8. Spiritual  regeneration  (the  new birth)  is  brought  about  by  making  Jesus  Christ  Lord  and
Saviour, and by believing that Jesus’ precious shed blood was the price needed to redeem man
from sin.

 9. In the Person and work of the Holy Spirit with His gifts and fruit abiding in the Church.

10. In the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, as the Spirit
gives utterance.

11. That believers should be water-baptized, as the Lord commands, by full immersion, in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

12. That divine healing is provided in the New Covenant through Jesus Christ, by applying faith to
God’s Word of promise.

13. In the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live
a holy life.

14. Jesus Himself shall descend from heaven to resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the
living saints to meet with Him in the air. This event is known as the Rapture of the Church.

15. In the second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth along with His glorified saints. This event will
take place after the Rapture (the snatching away). 

16. That all who accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will enjoy everlasting life with Him.

17. That all who do not accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will spend eternity in everlasting torment
in the lake of fire, along with Satan and his forces of evil.   



1  S.B.C. Vol.10, John, pg.339.
2  Wuest, Kenneth S., Wuest’s Word Studies From The Greek New Testament, Galatians 5:25, 

pg.162.
3  Wuest, Kenneth S., Wuest’s Word Studies From The Greek New Testament, Jude 20, pg.255.
4  Wuest, Kenneth S., Wuest’s Word Studies From The Greek New Testament, Jude 20, pg.256.
5  Wuest K. S., Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Untranslatable Riches 

from the Greek New Testament, Ch.4, Pg.114.
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