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BIBLE FAITH AND
SPIRITUAL HOPE

In this small teaching we will briefly look at the subjects “Bible faith” and “spiritual
hope”  -  their  definitions,  their  functions,  the  relationship  between  them  and  their
importance in the life of the Christian.

We as Believers have the presence of God within us, so it is reasonable to believe that
God’s power must also reside within us as a potential.  You will see as we study Bible Faith
and Spiritual Hope that all things obtained from God come by His grace through the faith
that He develops deep within us.  In this way, God’s power residing within us as a potential
is realized, and can be called upon accordingly.

“. . .We as Believers have the presence of God within
us, so it is reasonable to believe that God’s power

must also reside within us as a potential. . .”

Some of the following material has already been presented in earlier studies.  However,
the vital truths being examined need to be refreshed in our minds and should be able to be
studied at a greater depth by the Series 3 student.

SPIRITUAL HOPE

Background Reading:  Romans 4:17-21

The dictionary meaning of the word “hope” is a combination of expectation and desire.
In the world today, however, its meaning has deteriorated to that of mere wishful thinking.
In contrast, the Biblical concept of hope, which is spiritual hope, is not merely expectation
and desire, but includes having confidence and taking refuge in the “God of hope.”

ROMANS 15:13  Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that
you may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

So to hope in the Biblical sense is to:
      - anticipate with pleasure
      - earnestly expect
      - wait in patient confidence

HEBREWS 6:19  Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast
(Paul  uses the  illustration here of  “a ship reaching harbor after a  tempestuous voyage,
knowing that her anchor is sure and steadfast” : E.S.B.) . . .
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Spiritual hope is meant to be an anchor for the soul of man, a sure foundation which
will prevent us being battered, pummelled and set adrift by the storms of life.  This hope is
found only  at  the Cross  as  the sinner,  on  bended knee,  confesses  himself  as  a  sinner
needing God’s grace.  Then God is able to bring him face to face with the Gospel, the good
news of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world (John 14:6).  Salvation is found in no other.
Only through Him, and the sinner accepting Him as Lord and Saviour, can the Blood of the
innocent One be applied to our sins so that all can be forgiven and we can be united with
the Father - being “in Christ” and established firmly on the Rock of our salvation.

Without this hope in our life, all that we do will cause us to be buffeted and tossed by
the waves of life, finally to drift onto the rocks.  With this comes final destruction (death)
without any hope.

“. . .Spiritual hope is meant to be an anchor for the
soul of man, a sure foundation which will prevent 

us being battered, pummelled and set adrift 
by the storms of life. . .”

Concerning the things of God, belief alone can do nothing to bring God’s power into
our lives.  If all we have is belief without trust, then our lives will still be empty of God’s
power - that which is needed.  All we will have is belief, like the Philistines who were
convinced in regard to the power of God but not converted so as to yield to Him.  They had
seen firsthand the power of God and could not deny it (1 Samuel Ch 5).  Nevertheless no
change was evidenced in their lives.

Similarly many Christians have seen the power of God in operation, or heard about its
results.  They believe in it, but still have no trust.  They are “convinced but not converted”
in relation to God’s power, for they do not have their hope (belief) united with trust.  They
have trust in the truth that Christ died on the cross for them and then rose again, being now
seated at the right hand of the Father.  In this grace they have yielded to, they are saved, for
they have trust in this hope.  Sadly, however, many don’t progress much further than this
point.  They are Christians lacking the power to truly live for God and to have an impact on
the lives of others.  They are Christians who may have hope but who lack the trust to make
that hope effectual beyond salvation.

Furthermore, experientially, and sadly, many Christians crawl instead of walking on the
road of life in regard to spiritual strength.  They do not grow in the knowledge of what the
Cross has afforded them.  Therefore, because they have no knowledge, they can have little
faith (belief and trust).  With little faith they cannot draw from the resource of God’s grace
which is so readily available to them.  This results in a faith-walk based on human effort -
with no power, no maturity and no victory.

As Christians, we have been called to a present hope, a daily experience of hope,
that of being firmly established in the Gospel. The Christian’s identity is redefined by hope.
We should no longer see ourselves as unrighteous sinners, but realize that God has destined
us to be holy, positionally and experientially - for we have the glorious privilege of being
identified with Christ and thus clothed in His righteousness. “For He (God the Father) has
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made Him (Jesus)  to be sin  (the sin offering) for us Who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Thus we are to live not as the
person we once were, but as the person we have become in Christ, empowered through the
graces of the Divine Nature which has been imparted by Divine connection.

The hope we have available to us in Christ therefore far surpasses any concept of
worldly hope, for it not only promises us the empowerment we need to live a life of victory
over sin, it also gives us the joyful expectation of an eternal future which we will spend
with our Heavenly Father.

Also, spiritual hope will give us strength,  for it  is based on revelation knowledge
which has been written on our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:16). We can even gain
the strength we need to continue from spiritual  hope, which represents an inner vision
given by God. However, spiritual hope can only anticipate and expect the fulfillment of
God’s promises.  It cannot birth them without trust being added so that we then have faith
in that for which we hope.

“. . .We can even gain the strength we need to
continue from spiritual hope, which represents

 an inner vision given by God. . .”

Biblical  faith  always  begins  with  spiritual  hope  concerning  the  thing  that  we  are
believing in or for.  Only through the empowerment and grace of the Divine Nature at work
in us can this belief be brought, with the addition of trust, to a heavenly height, meaning
that nothing can pull our thinking down concerning that in which or for which we are
believing.  This means that nothing on earth or in hell can convince us otherwise.  Our
confidence would then have reached a level to which only God could bring us.  This comes
through us yielding to God’s grace and obtaining the trust which we treasure and seek.
Trust added to belief then becomes faith, the faith by which we can move mountains - of
unbelief, oppression or lack (Matthew 21:21-22).  Only in this way can we fight the good
fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12).

Hope is  the anchor (foundation)  of  trust,  and combines with trust  to  form faith.
Hope is  the blueprint  of  faith  and the foundation  of  faith.   Hope is  the Word of  God
explained - which brings understanding.  Faith is the assurance of that which we hope for.
The spiritual anchor of hope cannot move, being anchored in God Himself, and thus being
steadfast and secure (Hebrews 6:19).  The union of hope (belief) and trust constitutes faith.

Remember:  Relationship developed is the only pathway to gaining this trust.  Just
studying  the  Word  at  an  intellectual  level  and  listening  to  sermons  is  useless  without
developing your personal relationship with the Author of all truth.  Christians need to be
spiritually,  emotionally  and  in  every  other  way  connected  to  the  Lord  so  that  true
communion can take place.  With proper focus, a transfer of grace can then occur so that
one can have “the mind of Christ” concerning the truth, will and heart of God in any area.
Amen.
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How Spiritual Hope is Developed

As we read God’s Word or hear it being preached under the Anointing, we come to
believe that a particular promise of God is true and available to us.  With the Spirit’s help
we thus develop a two dimensional image or picture in our minds of this promise.  As we
meditate with proper focus upon this promise, we allow God to reveal the truth of it to our
hearts.  It then becomes three dimensional.  This is how spiritual hope is developed within
our hearts.

“. . .The spiritual anchor of hope cannot move, being
anchored in God Himself, and thus 

being steadfast and secure. . .”

Therefore,  in  order to develop spiritual  hope, we need to  allow God to  help  us
deposit the knowledge of any particular promise in our heart. This is the process by which
is created an inner awareness or an inner mould - a three dimensional image.  This is the
three  dimensional  reality  of  spiritual  hope,  and  it  is  this  which  precedes  the  four
dimensional image of faith.  In fact one reason God tells us to continually meditate on His
Word is so that with proper focus, spiritual hope can be created deep on the inside. (Indeed
this is the inner mould into which trust can then be poured so that faith is obtained).  For
example, the blueprint or inner mould for having God supply our needs should start to
develop as we meditate on such scriptures as:

PSALM 23:1  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want (lack any good thing - Psalm
84:11).

Because:

PHILIPPIANS 4:19  . . . my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in
glory  (the wealth of God - His truth, mercy and unfailing love) by Christ Jesus  (made
available to us through the Cross).

As we read these verses of scripture or were told of their promise, and we received
the knowledge they contained, we also received the vision or hope whereby we were able
to believe that this promise was for us.  This takes place through a work of the Holy Spirit
deep  within  us,  as  we  yield  and  flow with  Him in  seeking  truth.   We should  always
recognize Him as our true Teacher - the giver and revealer of truth.  So by a work of grace,
we were brought to believe in that which God has written on our heart and mind.

The primary revelation in these scriptures is found in:  “according to His riches in
glory  by  Christ  Jesus.”  Only  as  one  understands  this  can  one  then  move  on  in  the
knowledge that God in Christ will supply all our needs. What does this mean?  It means
that the answer to our every need is to be discovered first at the Cross and not in the stated
promise itself.  Only with proper focus can the Saint begin to understand the promise.  Too
many look too hard and too long at the promises until it is too late.  They spend their whole
Christian life searching and believing for the promises of God, and truly these are “yes and
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amen” in Christ Jesus.  But sadly, most Christians never position themselves to have faith,
only belief.  The reason for this is that they bypass the Cross, in ignorance thinking that it is
only  important  at  salvation.   In  this  they  are  totally  wrong.   As  a  result  their  outlook
becomes skewed, and so they fail to mature in faith and character.  If one comes to the
Cross with proper God-given understanding then one’s faith indeed becomes personal -
very personal for the sinner or the Saint as they connect with God.

“. . .the answer to our every need is to be discovered
first at the Cross and not in the 

stated promise itself. . .”

What we are saying is that we must always see God’s promise through the Cross.  This
means, for example, going to Romans Ch.6 and understanding it so as to have the proper
object for our faith.  In this, our relationship with the Lord should become primary in our
thinking rather than just the acquisition of temporal blessings (even if this includes the
curing of cancer).

Another example of the way spiritual hope can be developed concerns the blueprint or
inner mould for having God heal us. Isaiah 53:4-5 tells us:

ISAIAH 53:4  Surely He (Jesus) has borne our griefs  (sickness, weakness and disease),
and carried our sorrows (pains): yet we did (ignorantly) esteem Him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.

ISAIAH 53:5  But He was wounded for our transgressions (rebellion), He was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace (the punishment that brought us peace)
was upon Him (and Him alone); and with His stripes (wounds) we are healed (and made
whole).

Isaiah 53:5 is one of the main scriptures Christians meditate on to help them obtain the
hope of, or the blueprint for, healing.  As we have learned, this hope is not the hope which
is  commonly  understood  by  the  world  today.  Rather  it  is  Biblical  hope,  the  joyful
expectation that we will obtain the promises of God as we make proper demands on His
power.

Again we say: understand the Cross and its prescribed order of victory and you will be
better able to believe and trust in the Bible’s promises.  First the Cross, then the promise -
this is the way, this is the journey of faith, properly ordered and undertaken.  It is always to
firstly know and appreciate the Author, then to seek to understand and appropriate His
promises - His gifts and graces.

The proper usage of words is very important for the development of hope, for words
transfer images to the soul of man, images which can be of either a positive or negative
nature. Positive confession is an important tool which we can utilize in order to obtain real
Biblical  hope,  for  confession  with  proper  focus can  help  us  build  up  a  vivid  inner
awareness of God’s Word.  Indeed the Holy Spirit can anoint our words so that, brick by
brick, spiritual hope can be built up within us.  Continually meditating on God’s Word and
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confessing scriptural promises can, with God’s help, build up an inner image on the inside
which cannot be broken, distorted or stolen by anyone.

Initially it may be hard for some to gain spiritual hope (a three dimensional picture of
one of God’s promises), just as it is hard to begin anything which is new. For example,
when  we  first  begin  playing  a  sport,  we  generally  feel  awkward.  As  time  passes  by,
however, with practice and dedication the particular sport becomes more natural for us. It is
the same with our faith-walk. It takes time, dedication and practice for us to learn to walk
by faith, always yielding to and relying on the Spirit.  It is then not the power of our will
but the power of the Holy Spirit  - His grace at work within us which brings us to this
position.

“. . .The proper usage of words is very important for
the development of hope, for words transfer images to

the soul of man, images which can be of either a
positive or negative nature. . .”

However we need not only a vertical connection with God so that we gain knowledge
and power, we need to experience vertical  fellowship with our Father which gives us the
intimacy we need to stay under the shadow of His wings.  Then we will progress in His
will, under His direction and empowerment.

Psalm 1:1 tells us:

PSALM 1:1  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands
in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful (2 Corinthians 6:17).

PSALM 1:2  But his delight is in the Law of the Lord (the Word of God);  and in His
Law does he meditate day and night (Josh.1:8). 

 Because, as Luke 6:45 states:

LUKE 6:45  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth that which is
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth that which is evil
(no matter the claims, what is in the heart is going to ultimately come forth:  E.S.B.): for
(out) of the abundance of the heart (that which he has meditated upon) his mouth speaks.

Therefore those who receive God’s Word into their hearts will be as follows:

PSALM 1:3 And he (the good man) shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that brings forth his fruit in his season (John 15:1-8); his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he does shall prosper.

This is a wonderful picture of the faithful, Bible-believing Christian who is committed
to God’s Word and their walk with the Lord.
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Instead of developing an inner image of Biblical hope, many people develop within
themselves an inner image of failure which is based on fear. If you were to ask them if they
could feel this fear, they would have to answer “yes,” for it is to them a real experience.
The  foolish  thing  is  that  many  create  such  an  image  of  negative  expectation  within
themselves because they meditate, and therefore focus, on all the negative circumstances of
their  lives.  People  then  dwell  on  this  negative  expectation  until  it  becomes  so-called
“negative faith.” This is because they are actually believing in or on something which goes
against God’s will or Word. They then come to experience the very thing they had feared,
the very thing they had come to anticipate and expect (Job 3:25).

“. . .Instead of developing an inner image of Biblical
hope, many people develop within themselves an
inner image of failure which is based on fear. . .”

To counteract this, Believers need to meditate on the promises of God’s Word rather
than  dwell  on  the  past,  present  or  future  in  a  negative  way.  They  need  to  have  a
wholehearted approach to God’s Word so that it will eventually become their hope. Then
they will begin to see themselves as God sees them and to think and act accordingly (as the
Spirit energizes the heart of man by the grace of His Divine Nature).

Therefore we need to believe and confess what God and His Word say we are, not what
people say or what the negatives of our past may dictate. For example, with the help of the
Holy Spirit:

We need to see ourselves in a position of righteousness, washed and cleansed by the
Blood of Jesus (1 Corinthians 6:11, Ephesians 1:3-7).

We need to see that the old man is dead in Christ, and we are now new men and women
with a new Nature that can give us the desire and power to do God’s will (Romans 6:3-4;
Philippians 2:12-13).

We need to see ourselves as joint heirs with Jesus, seated in heavenly places with Christ
as citizens of heaven (Romans 8:16-17, Ephesians 2:6).

We need to see ourselves entering the throneroom of grace to speak with our Father at
any time (Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12.)

We need to see ourselves as sons of God and not slaves of the devil (Romans 6:17-18,
Galatians 4:6-7).
 We need to ask the Spirit to illuminate (beyond our mind and to our heart) the truths of
our Covenant so that we can see ourselves as prosperous and victorious, living in complete
health in mind and body - as our soul prospers (3 John 1:2). We need to see ourselves
having all our needs met by our Heavenly Father (Philippians 4:19, Ephesians 1:3).

We need a heart-knowledge that our Father in heaven cares for us and wants to shower
His  grace  upon  us.  He  desires,  constantly,  what  is  best  for  us,  and  sickness,  disease,
bondage, poverty, worry, fear, etc., are not part of His Kingdom (1 Peter 5:7, Luke 12:22-
32).

We need to see ourselves in this position, knowing that the One within us is greater than
anyone or anything else (1 John 4:4, Philippians 4:13, Rev.12:11).
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We need to know that because of the Cross our old life is dead, and our new life in
Christ has given us power over the sin nature (Romans 6:3-4).

We need to see that through the Blood of Jesus we have been given authority over Satan
and all his forces (Rev.12:11).

To see all these things means that we will have an understanding or a vision in our
hearts and minds of their reality, imparted by God’s grace (Hebrews 10:16).  This is not an
intellectual, mental assent but a spiritual impartation of God’s grace and power so that we
can then have holy faith in that which we believe.

These are some of the truths we need to be regularly reminding ourselves of, trusting
that the Holy Spirit will work first on our minds and hearts, then in our lives.  Indeed above
all  we need to allow the Spirit  to  write these truths on our hearts,  so that  we may be
empowered to  believe what  we are confessing -  for  we cannot  do anything unless  He
empowers us (John 15:5).

We may need to meditate on these truths for a certain period (hours, days, weeks or
months), depending on our openness and spiritual perception, until, with the help of the
Spirit, our inner image of who we are in Christ begins to coincide with the truths of God’s
Word - with who God says we are. This kind of confession can aid us in the development
of  spiritual  hope  through  giving  us  proper  scriptural  focus.  Then  as  we  continue  to
reinforce  this  lifestyle  of  faith,  we  will  know  victory,  freedom  and  strength.  Do  not
entertain thoughts of doubt or absurdity etc., which the enemy may use to try to discourage
you. Reject all such lies in Jesus’ Name and stand firm on the reality of the life-changing
power of God’s Word, trusting in the power within, the power of the Divine Nature, to help
you walk in God’s will.

Confession is not the answer, but it can be likened to a pair of crutches possessed by a
man with broken legs.  These crutches can help position him to be able to move from point
A to point B.  At least he is standing up, and readying himself to progress forward.

“. . .Confession is not the answer, but it can be
likened to a pair of crutches possessed 

by a man with broken legs. . .”

In doing all this we must also remember that we need to get to know the Author of our
salvation at a personal level.  This means not just reading what He has written but allowing
Him to reveal to us His heart on that which He has given.  Therefore we need to seek an
intimate walk with the One who first loved us and died for us at the Cross.  Let us always
remember to be balanced in our walk - first relationship followed by knowledge.  With this
as our prescribed order, victory cannot help but come, in an experiential way, to those who
are in Christ.
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Hope’s Work In Us

Without an anchor to hope, man’s mind will drift from God’s Word.  As he does this,
His faith will gradually weaken until he retains no connection to the Word in regard to
faith.  This is because trust must have something to trust in, and this something must be
pure and right in regard to spiritual things - God’s Word.  Because of our weaknesses (e.g.
forgetfulness) and emotional dictates, it is so important to continually meditate, day and
night, on the things of God.  By doing this we keep the Word afresh in our minds and hearts
so that we stay anchored to our hope (God’s promises), and do not drift off.  Hope is the
inner image built up in man through knowledge of His promises.

“. . .Because of our weaknesses (e.g. forgetfulness)
and emotional dictates, it is so important to

continually meditate, day and night, 
on the things of God. . .”

Hope based in God is a hope beyond this world, and is not dependent on this world.
Hope of this kind is registered in the heart of the Believer as a “done deal,” an absolute, a
complete entity.  This hope makes the promises of God more than just black ink on white
paper.  It makes God’s written Words a living, vital, energizing reality even if their promise
has not yet come to fruition, having not yet been realized in the present.

Hope is the anchor that gives us the proper focus concerning what God has said and
promised.  This hope can look forward to the future which then becomes so secure.  God’s
promises are the foundation of our hope and the best is yet to come, “For this corruptible
must put on incorruption (the glorified body) and this mortal must put on immortality” (1
Corinthians 15:53).  With this guaranteed promise, hope sounds the horn of victory saying,
“Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your sting?  O grave, where is your
victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:54-55).

The Blood of the Cross has given us this hope.  Let us then embrace it fully with the
help of the Holy Spirit.  Then no matter what may happen, because our hope is in God and
His Word, we will be secure and at one with Him - because we anchor our lives now and in
the future in the hope of His Word.  In this atmosphere, faith is born in our hearts.  We then
speak  God’s  language,  that  of  Divine  faith  in  the  power  of  His  Nature  (2  Peter  1:4)
concerning those things in which we hope.  In this, the promises of God are in the present
and become a reality in our hearts.  Thus victory is assured concerning those of God’s
promises which we have digested and which are therefore written on our hearts (Jeremiah
31:33; Hebrews 8:10).

Again,  hope  begins  its  journey  as  God’s  promises  are  explained to  us  (two
dimensional).   Then  hope  in  God’s  promises  is  given so  that  we  can  believe  (three
dimensional).  Finally faith is the assurance of that which we “hope” for, through the union
of belief and trust (four dimensional).
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BIBLE FAITH

Background Reading:  Hebrews Chapter 11; 1 John 5:1-4

As has been stated, faith comes from the union of belief (spiritual hope) and trust.
Hope always precedes faith.  Hope gives us the boundaries of God’s Word, so that we gain
the confidence to proceed.  Hope is the foundation of faith, but trust in that in which we
believe must be added if faith is to develop.

Jesus said in Matthew 21:21-22:

MATTHEW 21:21  “ . . . Verily I say unto you, If you have faith, and doubt not, you
shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if you shall say unto this
mountain (problem or obstacle), ‘Be removed, and be cast into the sea;’ it shall be done
(and nothing shall be impossible for you).

MATTHEW 21:22  And all things, whatsoever you shall ask in prayer, believing (having
faith for), you shall receive.”

Let’s turn to Hebrews 11:1:

HEBREWS  11:1   Now  faith  is  the  substance  (title  deed) of  things  hoped  for,  the
evidence (assurance) of things not seen (faith is not based upon the senses but rather on the
Word of God, both logos and rhema).

Other translations of this verse read:

HEBREWS  11:1   Now  faith  means  that  we  are  confident  of  what  we  hope  for,
convinced of what we do not see. (Mof.)

HEBREWS 11:1  Now faith is  a  confident  assurance of that  for which we hope,  a
conviction of the reality of things we do not see. (Wey.)

HEBREWS 11:1  Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title-deed) of the
things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of
their reality - faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses. (Amp.)

Bible faith is not mere mental assent to a set of doctrines or the outward acceptance
of a particular legal code. It involves placing one’s confidence in the faithfulness of God in
an attitude of loving obedience to His will.  In fact to have this faith, we could say, is to
have in one’s heart the title deed to a particular promise contained in God’s Word.

“. . .Hope is the foundation of faith, but trust in that
in which we believe must be added if 

faith is to develop. . .”
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Therefore  faith  should  not  be  confused  with  intellectual  assent  to  the  doctrines  of
Christianity, though this is obviously necessary. This is because mental assent alone can
only agree that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that every Word is true. When
you are confronted with a crisis, however, it will not help you, for it has no substance. Faith
involves trusting in the person of Christ, the truth of His teachings and the redemptive
work He accomplished at Calvary. It involves much more than mental acknowledgement of
these facts. Faith will give you the needed ground to stand on in a crisis, for when you have
faith, you are trusting in the Lord of lords, and your feet are planted on the Rock of Ages.

Faith can be defined in terms of words such as: confidence, trust, reliance, persuasion.

The word “faith” is a noun. It is a conviction within, an inner knowing which is so
strong that nothing can persuade you to the contrary.  For example, no one would be able to
persuade you to believe that you are called by a different name than your given name. To
have faith is to possess the same kind of certainty.

So when we have the substance of faith we:
    - have no doubt in someone or something.
    - believe wholeheartedly.
    - are fully persuaded with full assurance.
    - have absolute certainty in the trustworthiness of someone or something.

Thus having holy Bible faith places us in a position of supreme confidence.  Through
Holy Spirit conviction, we will be fully convinced that what God has promised will come
to pass.

Concerning God, to have faith is to have unshakable trust in the faithfulness of God
and His ability and willingness to perform that which He has promised. Being in a position
of faith is being able to entrust one’s spiritual well-being to Christ, being able to rely totally
on Him for salvation. Thus having faith is being in a position of supreme confidence, being
fully convinced that what God has promised He will bring to pass.  We see as we study this
subject that it is the work of the Holy Spirit which brings us to this liberated position, or
should we say condition.

“. . .Concerning God, to have faith is to have
unshakable trust in the faithfulness of God and

 His ability and willingness to perform that which 
He has promised. . .”

It has been said that belief can be changed or even lost when confronted by a more
compelling argument.  However such is the strength and power of true faith that the person
is  identified with it  to the extent  that  it  can only be taken through death.   One’s faith
expresses  the  very  essence  of  one’s  identity,  and  helps  define  one’s  character.   It  is
supremely solid and unchanging.
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Faith in Calvary’s atoning work is needed daily if we are to have a victorious walk.
Every promise comes via this work of the Saviour, and us having faith in it.  We must abide
in Christ experientially (John 15:5), which means we are not to trust in our own strength or
willpower but rather His power given to us through the Cross.  This power causes sin,
when the repentant nail it to the Cross, to be completely defeated, and no longer to have
any rule in their lives.  For this truth and legal position to be realized in the Saint’s life,
they must have faith in Christ’s Atonement daily.  Otherwise they will struggle to gain
victory through self-effort.  As Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians:

GALATIANS 2:20  I am crucified with Christ  (being identified with Him in His death,
burial and Resurrection - Romans 6:3-7): nevertheless I live (in “newness of life”); yet not
I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh (my daily walk with
the Lord) I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

“. . .One’s faith expresses the very essence of one’s
identity, and helps define one’s character. . .”

Wuest speaks of Galatians 2:20 as follows:

“I am crucified with Christ.  The verb is in the perfect tense which speaks of a past
completed  action  having  present  finished  results.   Paul  uses  it  to  show  that  his
identification with Christ at the Cross was a past fact, and that the spiritual benefits that
have  come  to  him  through  his  identification  are  present  realities  with  him.   By  this
statement he also shows how he died to the law, namely by dying with Christ who died
under its penalty.  The law’s demands were satisfied and therefore have no more hold on
Paul.  But thus being crucified with Christ, meant also to Paul, death to self.  When Paul
died with Christ, it was the Pharisee Saul who died.  What he was and did up to that time
passed away so as far as he was concerned,  Saul was buried,  and the old life with him.
The dominating control of the Adamic nature had its power over him broken.” 1

(underlines added)

GALATIANS 2:21  I do not frustrate the grace of God  (by doing works in my own
strength): for if righteousness came by the Law (indeed any law), then Christ is dead in
vain  (if we could please God and enter heaven by our own works then Jesus’ death was
unnecessary).

“I do not frustrate the grace of God” (Galatians 2:21) means that Paul did not nullify
this  grace by self-effort  (law).   If  we add to the message of the Cross by adding law
(works) rather than faith in Christ’s finished work, then experientially we will frustrate
God’s  grace  from being  directed  towards  us.   Summing  it  up  quickly  one  could  say:
Religion1 says  “I  can  do  it.”   Relationship  says  “Christ  can  do  it  through  me  as  I
acknowledge who I am in Him, reckon myself to be dead to the old man and yield to the
Holy Spirit” (Romans 6:8-13).  Then, as with Paul, the past is dead and the power of the
Adamic nature is broken - all at the Cross.  Amen.
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How Do We Obtain Faith ?

Background Reading:  Romans 10:8-17

Let’s turn to Romans 10:17:

ROMANS 10:17  So then faith comes by hearing (accepting and believing the message of
God, the Gospel), and hearing by  (the reading, preaching and sharing of) the Word of
God.

The normal way we obtain Bible faith is first through either hearing the Word of God
being proclaimed or reading it for ourselves.  The two senses used in this process are sight
and hearing.

As we have said, as we read the Word or hear the Word being preached or taught, we
can come to a position of acceptance that a promise of God is true and available to us.  In
this  way  we  give  our  mind,  with  the  Spirit’s  help,  the  opportunity  to  develop  a  two
dimensional  picture,  or  understanding,  of  one  of  God’s  promises,  i.e.  an  intellectual
understanding or belief that a promise of God is available to us.

As we meditate with proper focus upon this promise (or picture) and allow God to
reveal the truth of this promise to our heart through the graces of the Divine Nature, it
becomes three dimensional. This three dimensional picture is called spiritual hope, and this
is the way it is developed in our heart.  Spiritual hope is the mould into which trust can
then be poured.  Spiritual hope is also the blueprint on which trust is built, the anchor or
foundation of faith.   In other  words,  belief  gives the boundaries  to which trust  can be
applied, or into which trust can be poured.  This is then the next step, the one in which faith
is obtained.  Once trust combines with belief it constitutes faith.

“. . .Such holy trust can only be obtained as the
human nature enmeshes with the Divine Nature. . .”

So once this three dimensional picture is established,  we are then in a position to
receive from God the trust needed to fill the mould.  Through the empowerment of the
graces of the Divine Nature we receive this deposit - this gift of trust from God.  Such holy
trust can only be obtained as the human nature enmeshes with the Divine Nature.  To gain
this trust is really to have the faith of God, but we must be readied to receive such a gift
from  Him.   Only  the  enmeshing  of  the  Divine  Nature  and  the  human  nature  at  an
experiential level can ready us for this.  Once we come to this position of trust, we gain a
four  dimensional  picture  which gives us  illumination as  to  the spiritual  height,  length,
width and depth of the particular promise we are believing for - for the union of belief and
trust constitutes faith. This is a dimension beyond intellectual understanding which is itself
based on the physical realm.   To understand this dimension requires faith.  With faith the
promise will become a reality in our hearts, even though it may not yet be manifest on a
sensory level.

Using our faith according to the Word of God will then bring into reality in the
physical or sensory realm that which is already a reality in our heart. We will know the
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promise is ours as we, led by the Spirit, apply the faith we have received.  In other words,
to birth the promise in the physical realm we must then activate our faith by acting on it.
This is necessary because  “faith without works (action)  is dead” (James 2:17-18). This
may involve speaking into existence the four dimensional picture in our heart.  As Jesus
said:

MARK 11:23  “For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain,
‘Be removed,  and be cast into the sea;’ and shall  not doubt in his heart,  but shall
believe that those things which he says shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he
says” (the “mountain” is used as a symbol, i.e., “mountain of difficulties,” etc.; God is a
Miracle working God, and will do so for any of His Children, “whosoever”; however, every
petition must be predicated as well on the Will of God). (E.S.B.)   

Only when the finger of God writes on both the mind and heart of man can proper
renewal  take  place,  resulting  in  holy  faith.   This  is  a  work  of  God’s  grace.   As  man
cooperates with God, belief and trust are deposited in man’s heart (Hebrews 10:16) - for
proper renewal results in faith.

“. . .With faith the promise will become a reality in
our hearts, even though it may not yet be 

manifest on a sensory level. . .”

We can also receive one of God’s promises by acting upon faith already stored in our
heart. Dormant faith is that which has already been given by God and has been placed in
reserve. All we need to do to activate it is to apply it according to the Word of God and the
will of God.

Note: Normally the process  by which faith  is  developed takes  time.  However,  this
process can, on occasions, as people receive the Word of God into their hearts, be very
much speeded up. This will depend on the wisdom of God, the person concerned and their
openness, the Anointing present and a whole range of other complex variables.  Note too
that confessing  God’s  Word  can  assist  the  development  of  faith.   This  doesn’t  occur
because confession drives away doubt but because “faith comes by hearing . . the Word of
God” (Romans 10:17).  Confession is therefore not an end in itself but a tool which helps
us focus on what God has said.  Therefore as we confess God’s Word, we will also be
hearing it, which can help in the process of developing faith through helping us focus on
what God has said.

Faith is not automatic, but God has placed within our grasp the means by which we
can obtain faith. So the choice rests with each of us personally as to whether or not we
place ourselves in a position to obtain the faith required to meet any particular need.

Many people think that faith is simply their own ability to believe a truth. This concept
is usually based on people’s own struggles to drive away doubt and unbelief through a
process involving positive affirmations.

We need to realize, however, that faith is a gift from God, gained or developed as we
cooperate with Him, and not a product of our own devices, however spiritual or noble these
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may seem. It cannot be manufactured for it is a Divinely imparted gift.  Faith is a work of
grace by the Spirit in a yielded vessel.  In other words, faith is a gift which can only be
imparted to the heart by God Himself.  The resultant work is a gift of faith so that we
believe and trust, like God does, in His Word.  As James states, every good gift and perfect
gift comes from God:

JAMES 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift (including faith) is from above, and
comes down from the Father of lights (“God is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all” -
1 John 1:5), with Whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning (“For I am the
Lord, I change not ” - Malachi 3:6).

If a Believer doesn’t understand the message of the Cross, the only other object for
their faith can be their works.  This is not the means by which faith is obtained.  Bible faith
can only come from God’s grace at work in us.  The only legal means by which the power
that produces trust within the Saint’s heart can be obtained is by the energies of God’s
Divine Nature energizing our human nature.

This  then  is  resurrection  power  at  work.   Faith  can  only  be  obtained  through  the
energizing of our human nature, for only when the Divine Nature enmeshes experientially
with our human nature can we really trust in the Word of God that has been given to us by
the Spirit  of  Truth.  This  then produces holy faith  in  our life.   Without  the graces and
energies of the Divine Nature being absorbed by our human nature, we can believe to some
extent, but not fully trust at the holy level in which we were designed to trust.  Only when
we have a proper focus, and the energies of the Divine Nature are absorbed by our human
nature, can we come to a position of trusting in that in which we believe.  This is a work of
grace from beginning to end, for it is the work of the Spirit within.

“. . .We need to realize, however, that faith is a gift
from God, gained or developed as we cooperate with

Him, and not a product of our own devices. . .”

So proper holy faith, pleasing to the Father, can only be worked through the energies of
the Divine Nature flowing in us.  And as we have said, we cannot trust properly unless the
grace of the Divine Nature is at work in us.  It is this that causes us to have faith within,
and therefore the mind of Christ in this particular area (1 Corinthians 2:16).  Also, by this
means, Christ lives through us.  Without the Divine Nature engaged and enthroned in our
heart, we cannot please God properly for this is the only way for us to do the will of God in
thought and deed.  Indeed we need to cease from our struggles to live a holy life, and avail
ourselves of the power of God supplied through His Divine Nature, given when we were
raised with Christ with this “newness of life.”

It is impossible to please God except through faith.  The reason for this is because not
to believe and trust is to doubt in Him - and this displeases the Father that His child has no
faith in Him.  To believe God is to honour Him.  Indeed faith is heaven’s currency.  The
Israelites perished in the wilderness because they did not believe what God said.  With “an
evil heart of unbelief” (Hebrews 3:12) they tested and tried God until He was grieved and
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angered by their pathetic response - their rebellion and refusal to accept His Words.  The
example of these people not entering into His rest, His promise, is presented as a warning
by the writer of Hebrews for Christians today.  We too, though saved, can resist God and
refuse through unbelief to follow His given directions.  Not to trust in Him stops the Lord
from giving us what we need.  It is the same as saying, “I don’t believe You so I cannot
receive something that I believe is not real for me.”

“. . .Faith takes us on a journey.  Therefore it is not
to be just a goal. . .”

At the most simple level, many receive from God not through faith but because they are
humble, acknowledge their wrong, repent of it and then place their life in His hands.  In
other words, by God’s sovereign grace He supplies the need from heaven to the humble,
even though they may not have reached and entered into faith concerning that need.

JAMES 4:6  But He gives more grace. Wherefore He says (in scripture), God resists the
proud, but gives grace unto the humble (Proverbs 3:34, Psalm 138:6).

Simply,  to  be humble is  to  be yielded to  God’s  grace.   In  this  letting  go of  self,
forsaking all others, and focusing on God and His Word, holy communion can be entered
into, giving Divine fellowship.  As Moses came down from the mountain with vision and
purpose, so too, when we enter into holy communication, we can partake in an experiential
way of the wonderful grace of God.  This communication may bring us to a position of
openness, and therefore understanding, so that we can develop the faith needed to be as
bold as a lion.  It may be just a knowing within or it may be like a loud voice.  One thing it
will do, however, is touch the soul to change it.

We must all be humble as 1 Peter 1:6 says, so God can bring us out of defeat into
victory.   But  this  verb  in  the  Greek translated  “humble  yourselves”  should  have  been
translated “be humbled.”  In other words we are to allow God to humble us through the
power of His Divine Nature.

1  PETER  5:5   Moreover,  all  of  you,  clothe  yourselves  with  humility  toward  one
another, because God opposes Himself to those who set themselves above others, but
gives grace to those who are lowly. (Wuest)

1 PETER 5:6  Permit yourselves therefore to be humbled under the mighty hand of
God, in order that you He may exalt in an appropriate season, (Wuest)

1 PETER 5:7  having deposited with Him once for all the whole of your worry, because
to Him it is a matter of concern respecting you. (Wuest)

Faith takes us on a journey.  Therefore it is not to be just a goal.  Holy faith is built
on truth, God’s truth and wisdom.  The pathway to faith flows through truth and wisdom,
but the pathway also brings us into deeper levels of relationship, therefore taking us on a
journey beyond the specified goal of belief and trust.
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In the journey towards faith can come fellowship, an acute awareness of God’s presence
and a Divine interaction whereby a two-way communication takes b place.  This will never
happen, however, unless we allow God to help us take off the sandals of the flesh - self’s
thinking, opinions, wants and desires.  If we only seek faith in order to obtain power to do
God’s work, we will miss the opportunity to build on our relationship with Him.  How can
we know Him unless we spend time with Him?  Indeed we must be “God chasers” as well
as seekers of truth.

“. . .If we only seek faith in order to obtain power to
do God’s work, we will miss the opportunity to build

on our relationship with Him. . .”

In studying His Word the Lord will quite often bring to us a heightened awareness of
His presence and power that then causes us to consider Him first in all things.  With this
will come a deepening of our love for Him that brings us an awareness and an appreciation
of  His  love  for  us  -  and so  a  respect  for  every  Word that  proceeds  from His  mouth.
Whether a particular Word was written thousands of years ago, or whether it was given to
us personally moments ago by His Spirit, we cherish and appreciate His communication
with us - for it demonstrates a living, vital connection with Him.

How Is Faith Increased ?

In Mark 11:22 Jesus said “Have faith in God.” He also said that if we have faith in His
teachings and do not doubt, then in Him, nothing shall be impossible for us.

MARK 9:23  Jesus said unto him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him
who believes” (if He has promised it, and you can believe it, you can have it). (E.S.B.)

MATTHEW 17:20  (Jesus said) “. . . for verily I say unto you, If you have faith as a
grain of mustard seed,  you shall  say unto this mountain,  ‘Remove hence to yonder
place’ (move from here to there) and it shall remove (will move); and nothing (that is the
will of God) shall be impossible unto you.”

When the Disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith, He replied:

LUKE 17:6 “. . . If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you might say unto this
sycamine tree, ‘Be plucked up by the root, and be planted in the sea,’ and it should
(will) obey you”  (the removal of trees and mountains were proverbial figures of speech
among the Jews at that time, expressing the overcoming of great difficulties: E.S.B.).

Then as an example of how to increase one’s faith, Jesus related the parable of the
unprofitable servant (Luke 17:7-10).  The principle Jesus taught in this parable was that in
order to increase our faith, we need to increase our commitment. The unprofitable servant
needed  to  put  his  master’s  needs  first  and  serve  him wholeheartedly  before  he  could
receive, as his reward, his provision. Jesus was therefore teaching that the potential faith
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level we can reach will be governed by the level of our commitment to Him. In order to
increase our commitment, we need to seek out the Lord’s will for our lives and then act,
through  trusting  in  the  grace  of  His  Divine  Nature,  in  accordance  with  that  which  is
revealed to us. As we know, in order to find out the Lord’s will, we first need to surrender
ourselves wholeheartedly to Him. We then need to be committed to renewing our minds
with all diligence.

ROMANS 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you (all
Christians) present your bodies a living sacrifice (through the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit), holy (only with the Spirit’s help), acceptable unto God, which is your     reasonable  
service (only reasonable, and possible, as Christians yield, believe for and then embrace the
grace needed).

ROMANS 12:2  And be not conformed to (the ways of) this world: but be transformed
(changed) by the renewing of your mind (the way you think - to think spiritually is to see
things as God sees them), that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God (our goal should be to walk in the centre of God’s perfect will for our
lives).

“. . .Jesus was therefore teaching that the potential
faith level we can reach will be governed by the level

of our commitment to Him. . .”

In order to renew your mind according to the Word of God you need to:

2 TIMOTHY 2:15  Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman (doing the
works of God, being tested and tried) who needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
(analyzing, understanding) the Word of truth.

HEBREWS 5:13  For every one who uses milk (doesn’t refer to one who has just been
saved,  but  rather  to  those who have been  saved for  quite  some time,  and should have
advanced in the Word of the Lord) is unskilful in the Word of Righteousness (refers to the
benefits of the Cross, for which Righteousness is derived): for he is a babe.  (This refers to
the individual who does not understand or know all the benefits of what Jesus did at the
Cross.)  (E.S.B.)

HEBREWS  5:14   But  strong  meat  belongs  to  them  who  are  of  full  age  (mature
Christians operating in faith and love), even those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised, to discern (to know the difference between) both good and evil (such a person
is walking after the Spirit : E.S.B.).

When our minds become renewed by God’s grace, we can then think as God thinks
in the areas in which this renewal has taken place.  Therefore we will have the mind of
Christ in these areas of renewal, not in terms of the dead letter but in terms of the living
Word which is able to be “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” : Hebrews
4:12.  We gain “the mind of Christ” by this renewal through the grace of God at work in us
- as of course we yield to the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:16; Philippians 2:5).  To have
this renewal is to have the same mindset as Christ - through belief and trust in God’s Word
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and reliance on the power of the Divine Nature, the resurrection power of  “newness of
life” in which we live.

James 1:21 tells us with what attitude we are to approach God and His Word in order to
renew our minds:

JAMES  1:21   Wherefore  lay  apart  all  filthiness  (refers  to  moral  impurity) and
superfluity of naughtiness (increased evil to which moral impurity will lead; these things
can be laid aside only by the Believer understanding that all things come to Him through
Christ and what He did at the Cross . . the Holy Spirit, without whom we cannot function,
will use His Power on our behalf in order to give us victory :  E.S.B.), and  receive with
meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save your souls.

We are to approach God with an attitude of humility, with a gentle and meek spirit.  To
make a quality decision to be submissive to the will of God even before we come to know
His will, is the pathway to empowerment to do His will.

“. . .When our minds become renewed by God’s
grace, we can then think as God thinks in the areas

in which this renewal has taken place. . .”

In James 1:21, the word “engrafted” is derived from the Greek verb “emphutos” which
means “to germinate,” “to grow,” “to sprout,” “to produce,” “to spring up,” etc. The visual
picture is that of a seed implanting itself in the heart.

So as we receive with meekness the implanted Word (receive revelation knowledge),
spiritual  hope will develop within. Then trust  can be deposited into the mould of hope
which is waiting and available, thereby constituting faith, which gives us the certainty of
ownership and therefore the title deed of things hoped for.  So through faith in God’s Word,
and  the  digesting  of  the  truths  of  the  Word,  we  gain  the  salvation  of  our  soul  at  an
experiential level.  This entails, in those areas of renewal, thinking which is in agreement
with God’s thinking and a mind free from the influence of evil.

Mind renewal (salvation of the soul) consists of agreement with God’s Word - so that
faith is produced.  But God also wants us to go a step further and to have passion with His
truth - which is love.

To agree with God’s thinking is to begin on the road to having a passion for the things
of God.  This is not just about true agreement and acceptance.  It is also about talking to
our  Heavenly  Father  and  truly  listening  to  what  He  has  to  say.   Along  with  this
communication one must allow God, through proper focus, to pour His graces and energies
into us.  Only through this process, as we are immersed in God’s Truth, can passion follow
mind renewal.  Then our motivation in regard to new illuminated revelations of truth will
be of the highest order and highest value.  The true value of this truth is then revealed by
the passion that is based on God’s Word and will.  However let us be clear that the passion
that comes from this truth revealed (mind renewal) is a God-developed passion in the heart
of the yielded Saint.
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We need faith before we can have passion.  But in order to obtain faith, we need to seek
God’s Word diligently with an open and attentive heart.

MARK 4:24  And He said unto them, “Take heed (consider carefully) what you hear:
with what measure you mete,  it  shall be measured to you: and unto you who hear
(diligently seek the Word of God) shall more (revelation knowledge) be given.

MARK 4:25  For he who has, to him shall be given (more); and he who has not (hasn’t
bothered to seek so as to find), from him shall be taken even that which he has.”

As a general principle, the “measure we mete” or how diligently we seek out God’s
Word (with an open attentive heart) will determine the amount of revelation knowledge we
will receive and therefore the amount of faith we can potentially operate in. This potential
of course will always be in accordance with our calling.  Then as we put that which we
receive into practice, we are promised that even more will be given. So we should see that
growing in faith not only requires diligent study but also the application (through yielding
etc.) of that which we receive as truth.

“. . .To agree with God’s thinking is to begin on the
road to having a passion for the things of God. This
is not just about true agreement and acceptance. . .”

So we are promised that when the opportunity arises, if  we make use of the heart-
knowledge we have gained and we continue to seek, we will be given more (Matthew 7:7-
8). However, if we do not goal to make proper use of that which we have been given, we
will  lose what we have (Mark 4:15; Luke 8:18). In this case the revelation knowledge
which  we  had  in  our  hearts  concerning  any  particular  area  can  be  reduced  to  mere
intellectual knowledge, and this will be of absolutely no use to us in obtaining the promises
of God or standing firm in a crisis. This highlights the importance of being a diligent and
faithful  servant  to  God,  and  using  that  which  has  been  given  to  us  when  appropriate
circumstances arise.

In regard to dormant and active faith, dormant faith is faith already given by God
which has been stored in our hearts. When the situation arises, we activate this faith by
applying it according to the Word of God. If we do not use it when the opportunity arises,
however, it will usually regress to mere belief without trust, or worse still, shrink and die.

Active faith is that which is being applied to a particular situation. Faith may remain
dormant, which does not lessen its value - but we need to purpose to use it when the right
circumstances arise if it is to remain healthy. When applied it then becomes active faith.

The more faith is exercised, the more it will grow. If it is not used when it should be, it
tends to diminish in size and strength, so that the clarity of the four dimensional image
becomes  blurred  and  fuzzy.  As  has  been  stated,  dormant  faith,  if  not  used  when  the
appropriate situations arise, will eventually shrink and die, and the revelation knowledge
which relates  to that  particular  area will  revert  to  mere intellectual  knowledge (mental
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assent that  the Word is true in that  area).   By this stage our once held faith will  have
become mere religious belief which is barren and incapable of bearing fruit.

When faith is in the dormant state, it will not make demands on God’s power.  It is
like a car whose gearstick is placed in neutral. It makes no proper demands on the power of
the engine. You need to push the gearstick into gear so that the vehicle can actually move.
This can be likened to applying our faith according to the Word of God. It is active faith,
properly focused, which makes appropriate and welcome demands on God’s power.

Faith can also be described as reliance upon God Who is known to be trustworthy.
Such reliance allows the Believer to treat the future as the present, and the invisible as seen
(Hebrews 11:1).

Such faith springs from the conviction that God is totally just, merciful and loving.
This is our foundation, the basis from which we seek to understand how things work and
why things take place.  God is never wrong.  God never lies.  God is never unjust, but is
righteous and loving in all His ways:

DEUTERONOMY 32:4  He is  the Rock,  His  work is  perfect:  for all  His  ways are
judgement (just): a God of truth (faithfulness) and without iniquity, just and right is He.

Note:  We must also not forget that even though we can try to make proper demands on
God’s power, it is always He Who is in control of His power.  With this understanding, we
need to also obtain from the Lord the way in which we are to pray and also the timing in
regard to prayer.  Therefore the term “proper demands” includes God’s will and wisdom
concerning the situations and people we are dealing with. Only from the deep wells of
God’s omniscience, His knowledge of the past, present and future, can proper wisdom be
drawn.  We need therefore to ask Him how and what to pray - for we are ill equipped until
led by the Spirit into all truth, wisdom and love.

“. . .Only from the deep wells of God’s omniscience,
His knowledge of the past, present and future, can

proper wisdom be drawn. . .”

COMBINING HOPE AND TRUST

Background Reading:  Colossians 1:21-23

Hebrews 11:1 tells us:

HEBREWS  11:1   Now  faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence
(assurance) of things not seen.

The Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest defined faith in these terms:
“Faith apprehends as a real fact what is not revealed to the senses. It rests on that fact,

acts upon it, and is upheld by it in the face of all that seems to contradict it. Faith is real
seeing.
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The word “substance” deserves careful treatment. It is hupostasis (ὑποστασις), made
up of stasis (στασις) “to stand,” and hupo (ὑπο) “under,” thus “that which stands under,
a foundation.” Thus it  speaks of the ground on which one builds a  hope.  Moulton and
Milligan report its use as a legal term. They say that it  stands for “the whole body of
documents bearing on the ownership of a person’s property, deposited in archives, and
forming the evidence of ownership.” They suggest the translation, “Faith is the title-deed
of things   hoped for  .” The Holy Spirit energized act of faith which a believer exercises in
the Lord Jesus  is  the title-deed which  God puts  in  his  hand,  guaranteeing to  him the
possession of the thing for which he trusted Him. In the case of this first-century Jew, his
act of faith in Messiah as High Priest would be the title-deed which God would give him,
guaranteeing to him the possession of the salvation for which he trusted God. Thus, he
would have assurance. Vincent translates, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for.” He
says that “It is the firm grasp of faith on unseen fact.”

The word “evidence” is the translation of elegchos (ἐλεγχος) which means, “a proof,
that by which a thing is proved or tested.” Thayer in commenting on its use here defines it
as  follows:  “that  by which  invisible  things  are  proved  and we are  convinced  of  their
reality.” His second definition of the word is “conviction.” ” 2

(underlines added.)

“. . .Faith apprehends as a real fact what is not
revealed to the senses. It rests on that fact, acts upon

it, and is upheld by it in the face of all that 
seems to contradict it. . .”

People can have belief in a promise of God, but it is only when the spiritual substance
of faith is obtained and applied to that promise that it can become a reality. Hence faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the title deed of things hoped for.

Faith is realized when one believes wholeheartedly. And as we have learned, faith
only  comes  from God through first  the  hearing  of  His  Word.  We must  hear  with  our
spiritual ears and not just our senses, for faith is the evidence of things not perceived by our
senses.  Faith pertains to God’s grace at work in the heart of man, namely the energies of
the Divine Nature energizing man to believe and trust as Christ did when He walked on this
earth.

Faith is a real spiritual force or substance. Spiritual hope (heart belief) can be defined as
the blueprint, the plan, the goal or the mould into which trust can be poured. If belief is not
accompanied  by  trust,  which  then  constitutes  faith,  there  will  be  no  finished  product
(substance).  Belief is the prerequisite if faith is to be obtained, but belief and trust are
inextricably linked in the realization of any spiritual goal. We could also say that hope is
the road (the God-directed boundaries) along which a man of faith travels in order to reach
the required goal or destination.

What we obtain from God will depend on the size (in a figurative sense) of the inner
mould (the three dimensional picture) that has been developed in our heart. This is because
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God  can  only  give  us  trust  in  relation  the  size  or  depth  of  the  mould  that  has  been
established.

Even though “size” is a natural way to describe the spiritual concept of little faith or
great  faith, it  can help us gain an understanding of the growth factor in the individual
Christian’s faith-walk, i.e. why some Christians have more faith than others. It all depends
on the size of the inner mould they have developed - with the help of God’s grace of
course.  The size of the mould will grow as people become more confident in God, based
on the knowledge of what He has done in the past.

The growth of this mould is dependent on the width, breadth and depth of knowledge
possessed in  regard to  God’s Word and will  in  specific  areas.   Of course,  without  the
development of real personal relationship, this knowledge will be extremely stunted.  In
fact, the inner mould, in this case, will probably be, at best, the size of a pea in comparison
to the size it should be - i.e. the size of a house.  In the relationship we have with the
Father, we should be praying, praising and worshipping Him regularly, on both a personal
and corporate basis.  Without this and more, the surrender of our life in His service, our
mould will not grow.  And if this does not happen, our stance or standing in the things of
God will be narrow.  Then the first wind of circumstance or opposition will unbalance us
and we will topple over into unbelief, worry, anxiety, etc.  But our Heavenly Parent, God
the Father, will protect, feed and cause us to be nourished as we take time to grow in the
things of God.

“. . .Faith pertains to God’s grace at work in the heart
of man, namely the energies of the Divine Nature
energizing man to believe and trust as Christ did

when He walked on this earth. . .”

We could say that when we first try to walk by faith in an area, it could be compared to
a baby who begins to crawl towards a goal.  After some time the baby walks, tottering
unsteadily as he does so. Then, at a later date, he is able to walk confidently towards this
goal,  and then even to run without  any fear  of  failure.  We could even say that  in  the
beginning we walk in infant faith, just like a baby. This faith is still effective but is limited
because of the size of our inner mould, being at this stage only child-sized, and all that we
can deal with anyway. The size of the inner mould will grow, however, as we continue to
gain nourishment from God’s Word and be led and empowered by the Spirit. Remember
scripture declares that precept should be built upon precept (Isaiah 28:10).

Spiritual hope is needed before faith can be obtained, and it is active faith which
births God’s promises. This is God’s rule for victory -  “for the just shall live by (active)
faith” (Hebrews 10:38).  Therefore:

1. Faith is the substance and evidence of things hoped for (the assurance of the heart).

2. Spiritual  hope is  the  living (or  active)  picture  (three dimensional  image)  in  our
hearts and minds of that assurance.
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As we have explained, to develop faith involves a two-part process.  First one gains
belief, and secondly one gains trust in that belief.  Both will come through the work of the
Spirit as we yield to Him.  So faith is the union of belief and trust, which enables a Believer
to step out, putting themselves on the line in that area of trust.  With faith, the Christian
ceases to sit in the corner, waiting for heaven’s provision to fall on him.  Instead he steps
out into the unknown, with the confidence that heaven’s power is at work on his behalf.
Biblical faith is never just trust, but is always trust coupled with belief.  In fact before we
can trust, belief must first be present.

If our faith is built or based on sight (physical proof), then our faith is not the Biblical
faith needed to run the race God has set before us (2 Corinthians 5:7).  If this be the case,
the appearance of negative circumstances will destroy our so-called “faith,” and what we
see or feel will cause us to stumble.  Unless our faith is placed in the Lord and what He did
at Calvary, we will walk by sight.  Unless we can step out into the unknown, trusting only
in God’s grace to sustain us in any particular area, we will only be walking by sight.  This
is why we say: Bible faith involves belief and trust in that belief - trust in our God Who is
faithful, merciful and just in every situation.

“. . .Unless we can step out into the unknown,
trusting only in God’s grace to sustain us in any

particular area, we will only be walking by sight. . .”

Generally  speaking,  unless  a  person  has  revelation  knowledge  from  God’s  Word
concerning a particular promise, God will be unable to fulfill that promise in the person’s
life. If there is no inner mould, there is nothing to receive the trust that God’s grace will
bring. Therefore we can see that the combination of hope and trust is essential if one is to
receive the promises of God by faith, and to be used effectively in God’s Kingdom.

Faith’s Work In Us

“Now faith” it says in Hebrews 11:1, “is the title deed of things hoped for, the proof of
things which are not being seen.”  Faith is the taproot anchored in trust, faith’s soil is the
presence of God in our lives. Faith brings heaven’s waters, which proceed from the throne
of God, to quench our thirsty souls. Faith is a journey of progression and increase in God
which brings us to the Father to commune with Him. Faith is “Not my will be done but
Yours Father.” Faith is the growth factor, it is God’s gift to His child. Faith is, in God,
seeing the impossible become the possible. Faith is the Divine revelation of God’s heart,
given to us to cause our hearts to catch on fire with holy desire. Holy faith gives us power
beyond fear, and causes us to love God with all we have and to love our neighbour as
ourselves. Faith gives us the ability in Christ to forgive no matter how much we hurt.

Faith gives us a supernatural focus beyond the natural, taking us into heaven itself
and bringing us into the throneroom in time of need. Faith lifts us up with wings as eagles
to soar over mountains. Faith is a journey not taken alone. It takes us beyond our thoughts
and connects us to God to be at one with His thoughts. This holy, God-given faith is the
answer to compromise and despair. Faith, or lack of it, makes us what we are. It empowers
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us and can develop our character in God. Faith is the seal of our trust in the One Who loves
us. It  is the light in the dark, the warmth in the cold. Faith brings us to a place which
depends on Him for all things. Faith always brings an increase and never a decrease. It is
not a philosophy or a religion but a living relationship built on trust through Christ Jesus.
Faith in the Christ of the Cross gives us the guarantee of an eternal future with Him.

The question remains, what faith have ye?

TESTS AND TRIALS

Background Reading:  James 1:2-16

Tests and trials are a very important part of our Christian walk and are essential for
spiritual  growth.  God  allows  us  to  be  tested  so  that  our  faith  may  increase,  and  our
character may be developed.  All this will occur if we, leaning on God, stand in faith and
apply the Word of God to each test. We know that tests and trials will come to each of us.
It is how we respond or react while being tested which determines whether we progress or
regress in our Christian walk.

Some Christians complain when a small test arises, saying, “Why me Lord?” However,
God wants them to apply their faith to that test by trusting in Him and His Word - for in
this way their faith will expand.  Or if they did not possess the faith needed, the test will
drive them to seek it.  Sometimes lack and the realization of that lack can be a wake-up call
that causes us to seek.  Therefore tests and trials can always be viewed in a positive sense
as an opportunity for growth, or even an opportunity for God to reveal and supply His
power to the humble (James 4:6).

“. . .God allows us to be tested so that our faith may
increase, and our character may be developed. . .”

Most of the time,  God does not have anything to do with the many circumstances
which arise in our lives. In fact most of the time it is man who confronts us with his own
manufactured circumstances, and this includes, of course, those of our own making. It is
God, however, Who tests us in our trials. In other words, don’t take it for granted that it
was  God Who created  the circumstances  you are  in.   God does  not  usually  create  or
manufacture the circumstances which produce a trial, but He does wait to see how we will
respond.  He waits  to  see  whether  we approach and respond to  that  test  in  a  negative
(fleshy) way or a Godly way. If we pass the test, we grow in God, showing ourselves to be
trustworthy.  As a consequence, we may be more able to be used of Him. In our trials, God
may also send us into a situation “to bat for Him.”  In this case, God will give us what is
needed to pass the test or meet with His approval - if we have faith in the One Who has
redeemed us, and we are obedient to the Spirit’s leading.

Scripture tells us the attitude we should adopt when we encounter trials and gives us
the reason why we should view trials in this particular light:
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JAMES 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers (various) temptations
(trials);

JAMES 1:3  Knowing this,  that  the trying of  your faith  works  (produces) patience
(makes us steadfast in the Lord).

“Patience” in this context means cheerful endurance, which is standing in faith without
wavering (Ephesians 6:13).

 We should rejoice in the midst of trials or tests because these can help bring us to a
position where we can be steadfast and unwavering, not entertaining doubt. Then when a
situation presents itself, we can have total trust in the Word of God, and deal with that
situation effectively by His power.   In other words, each situation in which we are tested
provides us with an opportunity to grow in character and even in faith.

A test or trial can last one hour, one day, one week, one year or even longer. Also, no
matter  how much we grow spiritually,  the testing  of  our  faith  will  continue while  we
remain on earth. This gives us the opportunity to move from one level or depth of faith to
the next, and so never to cease growing in God. Remember that the Bible exhorts us to
grow in faith - for “the just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17).

God wants each of us to grow to maturity and become strong in faith. This is important
if we are to be able to step into the positions into which He has called us, and to function
effectively in them.

“. . .Also, no matter how much we grow spiritually,
the testing of our faith will continue while 

we remain on earth. . .”

As we pass the various tests of our faith, we will be ready to step forward to the next
level and operate in the power of God, as needed, to a greater extent. However, God cannot
take us to the next level until we have passed each test which pertains to the level on which
we are currently situated.

As we have said, quite often we need to be tested and proven so that we can progress in
our Christian faith.  There will be many areas which need to be highlighted in our thinking
and nothing better will do this than a God-given or a God-allowed test (trial) through a set
of  circumstances  that  would  confront  us.   This  will  reveal  our  flaws  and  weaknesses.
When such a test arises, if we are humble we will run to God and His Word for the answer
and the power to overcome and grow - in fact to then be a vessel of honour fit for His use.
When this is the case, we will not be just a son or daughter, but as He wills it, His servant -
so that His will may be done in our life - and through us, His will may be done on the earth.

If we do not pass through the various God-allowed tests, ones which require not just a
natural response but a spiritual response, undoubtedly we will have to return to that bridge
and face our doubts, fears and even sin on another occasion.  This will result in some
Christians,  however  unknowingly  at  times,  facing  the  same  test,  clothed  in  different
circumstances, time and time again.  The Lord is patient and just.  He will not force but
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gives endless opportunity for people to progress in their faith-walk.  One thing is certain.
If we fail to pass the test of our faith in an area, this test will return.  Only after we have
passed the particular test can we proceed, growing in Christ, with the mind of Christ.  For
the Saint to mature and be used of God, he must have the mind of Christ.  It is the Holy
Spirit Who will bring this about in the heart of the yielded Saint.  The result of these often
hard-fought  battles won against  the flesh,  demons and circumstances is  God-given and
developed faith - faith to move mountains.  But the way of obedience and yieldedness is
the narrow road - which few find because the desire to self-rule is so compelling to the
flesh and so deeply rooted.

“. . .This will result in some Christians, however
unknowingly at times, facing the same test, clothed in

different circumstances, time and time again. . .”

James 1:12 tells us that the man who endures and remains firm under testing is blessed.

JAMES 1:12  Blessed is the man who endures  (perseveres under) temptation  (has his
faith tested through trials): for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord has promised to them who love Him.

The Apostle Peter also said:

1 PETER 1:6  Wherein you greatly rejoice (in the hope of the Rapture), though now for a
season  (during our time on this earth in our present  condition) ,  if  need be,  you are in
heaviness through manifold temptations (many trials):

1 PETER 1:7  That the trial (testing) of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perishes, though it be tried with fire  (the fire of persecution or temptation or
suffering will reveal where our faith is placed), might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ

James the Apostle goes on to say that when a temptation arises that would entice us to
sin, it is not from God - for God does not use evil to tempt us.

JAMES 1:13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I  am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempts He any man

For example, a person may be subjected to pressure from family or friends to go against
that which they know to be right in the Lord. While these pressures do not come from God,
the situation does become a trial which tests the person’s faith - i.e. whether or not they will
put God first.

 The Lord will  use many types  of  situations  to  test  His  people  for  the purpose of
increasing their  faith and  developing their  character,  but He will  never initiate any test
which involves or promotes evil. Satan, however, will try to tempt people so that they are
led into sin, which then causes their faith to be undermined. Also, the greater the sin, the
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more destruction it will cause.  He always tempts us to do evil - but God watches and even
tests us to see whether we will obey Him and so do that which is right in His sight.

Note: To  be  tempted  is  not  sin.  It  is  only  when  we  succumb  or  yield  to  Satan’s
temptations that we give birth to sin (James 1:14-15).

An example of God testing His people can be seen in the Book of Deuteronomy.

DEUTERONOMY 8:1  All the commandments which I command you this day shall
you observe to do, that you may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land (the
Promised Land) which the Lord swore unto your fathers (to give to His people Israel).

DEUTERONOMY 8:2  And you shall remember all the way which the Lord your God
led you these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you, and to prove (test) you, to
know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments, or not
(e.g., Deuteronomy 8:3).

The purpose of  these  testings in  the wilderness  was  to  see  whether  the Israelites
would obey God’s instructions when confronted with a variety of different situations. The
same is still true for us today. God wants to bring each of us to a position where we can
overcome. Most of the time He permits us to be tested so that we will no longer rely on our
own limited abilities but rather,  so that we will depend totally on Him. (The Cross has a
doorway and a staircase leading to the throneroom.  The Cross is the doorway to God’s
grace.)  Testing strips us of self-reliance and brings us to the foot of the Cross for help in
time of need.  Testing therefore helps determine how much we will be able to walk in the
power of God in this present life - for we will not walk in His power if we haven’t learned
to rely on Him in all circumstances.

“. . .Testing strips us of self-reliance and brings us to
the foot of the Cross for help in time of need. . .”

Testing can quickly show up sin and other flaws in our thinking and our character.
Indeed testing becomes like a mirror  or a microscope pointing out the darkness like a
cancer in our life.  With this focus we become informed.  Then as we run to God and His
Word for the answers we need, knowing that our willpower is insufficient, we begin to rely
on  God  once  again.   Only  God’s  grace,  God’s  Word  and  God’s  power  can  help  us,
removing impurities in the yielded Saint, and replacing the cancer, the darkness, with the
delivering and empowering Word of God.  The Saint’s day to day life then becomes an
opportunity for growth. Indeed if we bother to goal to live a Godly life, we will suffer
persecution and then need God’s help - His light and power - daily.  Amen.  Enduring and
triumphing in tests will help perfect the Christian character, in other words, will help us
become more Christlike as the Divine Nature energizes our human nature. The Book of Job
tells us, for instance, that when we have been tried, we will “come forth as gold” :

JOB 23:10  But He knows the way that I take: when He has tried me, I shall come forth
as gold (tested, tried and proven).
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Other scriptures speak of this same spiritual refinement:

PSALM 66:10  For You, O God, have proved us: You have tried us, as silver is tried
(Faith must be tested, and great Faith must be tested greatly; it is absolutely necessary for
our consecration). (E.S.B.)

1 PETER 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto (works done in faith will result
in) praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

1 PETER 4:12  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you,  as  though  some  strange  thing  happened  unto  you  (this  speaks  of  persecution,
promised to those who will live a Godly life - 2 Timothy 3:12)

1 PETER 4:13  But rejoice  (in spite of the trial),  inasmuch as you are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings (means suffering for righteousness’ sake); that, when His glory shall
be revealed (at the Second Coming), you may be glad also with exceeding joy.

One important point to remember is that God is faithful and true, and will not allow
us to be tested beyond that which we are able to bear. In First Corinthians we read:

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13  There has no temptation (test or trial) taken you but such as is
common to man (whatever your trial, it is not unique but is being experienced by others):
but God is faithful, Who will not suffer (allow) you to be tempted above that you are
able (to bear); but will with the temptation also make a way to escape (the way out is
doing it His way), that you may be able to bear it.

This principle is repeated in Second Peter:

2  PETER 2:9  The  Lord  knows  how to  deliver the  Godly  out  of  temptations  (and
trials) . . .

Note, however, that God’s escape route from trials always involves acting righteously
and doing things His way. This will almost never involve taking “the easy way out,” for
this route will not produce Godly fruits, no matter how appealing to the flesh it may be. So
let  us  always seek the Lord’s  way of  handling  each trial,  and not  permit  ourselves  to
compromise His truths when we come up against difficult situations. What may seem “the
easy way out” will never bring us Christian growth by God’s grace.  What appears to be the
easy, short term solution will never produce victory in the long term.

“. . .What may seem “the easy way out” will never
bring us Christian growth by God’s grace. . .”

So as we face tests and trials, let us be resolute and faithful. Let us understand their
purpose,  and respond to  them in  a  Godly  way,  holding fast  to  our  profession  of  faith
(Hebrews 10:35-36). In this way we will be able to move on to become vessels of honour,
accounted worthy to be used by our Lord (2 Timothy 2:21).
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FAITH RELEASES GOD’S POWER

Background Reading:  Acts 3:1-16

Hebrews 11:6 states:

HEBREWS 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he who comes to
God must believe that He is (places Faith as the foundation and principle of the manner in
which God deals with the human race : E.S.B.), and that He (God) is a rewarder of them
who diligently seek Him.

In  order for God’s  power to  be  released, the  person  praying  needs  to  have  the
required level of faith for the particular need or situation. How do we know when we have
reached the required level?

We will use an example to illustrate this point. If you were asked, “How many toes do
you have?” you would say, “I have five on each foot.” How would you know in fact that
this was still the case? You would not be able to see or count your toes because of your
shoes. However, you would know you still had five toes because you had seen them so
often.  This  fact  would  have  been indelibly  programmed into  your  subconscious  mind.
Therefore  you  would  not  need  to  continually  check  to  make  sure  that  what  was  true
yesterday is still true today.

“. . .once we enter into a position of faith, no one will
be able to persuade us to believe and trust anything 

to the contrary, whether there is physical 
evidence or not. . .”

Faith in God’s Word works in a similar way. With the help of the Spirit, the more we
seek truth from the Word of God and meditate on its principles and promises, the more we
are allowing the Spirit  to reprogram our spiritual  computer  (our mind),  so giving Him
opportunity to deposit good treasure into our heart. Then as we continue in God’s grace,
trusting  in  the  faithfulness  of  His  Word,  we  allow  Him  to  help  us  construct  a  three
dimensional image or mould within our heart into which He can pour His grace - called
trust. In this way we then gain a substance called faith. Or as we have learned, we may
already  have  dormant  faith  stored  in  our  heart.  We  activate  this  faith  by  applying  it
according to the Word of God. In either case, once we enter into a position of faith, no one
will be able to persuade us to believe and trust anything to the contrary, whether there is
physical evidence or not.

HEBREWS 11:1  Now faith is the substance (assurance) of things hoped (believed) for,
the evidence (in one’s heart) of things not seen (for faith is not based on the senses).

MARK 11:23  “For verily I  (Jesus) say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this
mountain, ‘Be removed, and be cast into the sea;’ and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall  believe  that  those  things  which  he  says  shall  come  to  pass;  he  shall  have
whatsoever he says.”
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When we pray it  should, in one sense, be just  a formality. Our prayer should be a
confession of that which has already been revealed to our hearts, i.e. God’s will on the
matter,  and which we have purposed to  act  on,  according to this  revelation.  Therefore
praying with proper focus, in faith, is having confidence that God will move to bring about
this particular aspect of His will on earth, as we pray accordingly.

However,  if  we  allow  any  evil  treasure  such  as  unbelief,  negativity,  etc.  to  be
programmed (deposited) into our spiritual computer (our mind), then the original program
concerning any particular promise will almost always become corrupt. This corruption will
result in confusion, faith will diminish and the reality of this promise will fade to a three
dimensional or even a two dimensional picture or image.

“. . .Our prayer should be a confession of that which
has already been revealed to our hearts, i.e. God’s

will on the matter. . .”

The Lord has also made provision in His Word for those who are not yet in a position
(of faith) to receive directly from Him. Such people may receive healing or have other
needs met through someone else’s faith.

JAMES 5:14  Is any sick (in mind or body) among you? let him call for the elders of the
church (those mature in the faith); and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the Name of the Lord (the oil is to be used as a point of contact regarding the releasing of
faith):

JAMES 5:15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him (as he repents).

James 5:15 in its full context means that the prayer of faith will make proper demands
on heaven’s power to heal the sick, accommodating the weak in faith, or those with a low
level of faith. In order for this to take place, a faith or even an openness to receive through
another’s faith (in accordance with James 5:14-15) is needed by the one requiring healing.

Knowing that God is always ready, willing and able to meet our needs by the power of
His Word, it is up to us to place ourselves in a position to receive or to pray in faith for
those with a need.

The person requiring another to pray on their behalf will need to have at least a level
of faith which really involves just being open to God and expecting to receive in this way,
therefore accepting God’s Word on the matter. This type of faith (or even openness) can
open the door for God’s power to enter. On the other hand, the person praying will need to
have  the  required  faith  to  pray “the  prayer  of  faith.” It  is  this  second  type  of  faith,
possessed by the person praying, which releases God’s power, causing it to flow.
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The position of faith is like a marriage which cannot function properly unless two are
working together.  Only one can be the head of this union, however, and this must be the
Holy Spirit.  Only when He is allowed to steer our ship can God’s energies thaw our human
heart  and  human  mind.   In  our  relationship  with  the  Lord,  when  communion  and
communication of a higher heavenly order take place, two become one through the graces
of the Divine Nature that come via the Cross.  The risen Christ Who sits at the right hand of
the Father has made this possible.  The Father’s desire is to thaw our icy hearts and renew
our darkened minds, so making us alive to His will and His passions.

Communion  with  God  must  also  include  fellowship  with  God  through  others  -
communion with dedicated, faithful Believers who gather together around the Lord’s Table
and partake of the emblems, giving God the glory for sending Jesus.  In these services,
corporate praise and worship must take place along with the preaching of the Word by
anointed men and women.  The Saints will also pray for one another in the Spirit by the
power of God operating within them.

To step outside this ordained structure, so as not to be committed and to come under
the teaching and discipline needed to support God’s work of saving the lost and edifying
the Saints, will sadly cause the Believer not to be in proper communion with God.  This is
because God also speaks to His loved ones through this structure called the local church.

Some Christians roam around from church to church as their emotions or their sense of
duty dictates, and as such are deceived.  Such people try to take and never give much, or
else they give but avoid the responsibility of coming under God-given authority. Some
listen to Christian T.V. programs and feel that this is sufficient!  Others become their own
Pastors, Prophets and Teachers, thinking all they envisage somehow comes directly from
God!  These Christians are  fools  -  for  not  staying within God’s prescribed boundaries
whereby they can be equipped to help themselves and others.

Satan easily ensnares them through their  self-imposed isolation.  To be “an island
unto oneself,” however, is not God’s way.  The flesh loves self-rule on its own terms, but it
is God’s terms and rule that cause man to be readied to be used to help set free those who
are hurting, lost and spiritually dead.

“. . .The Father’s desire is to thaw our icy hearts and
renew our darkened minds, so making us alive to His

will and His passions. . .”

Remember too that as time goes by,  more is required of us as Christians. To whom
much has been given (even if this has only been time and the opportunity to seek for and to
grow in the knowledge and truth of God’s Word), of them will much be expected.  This
principle is outlined in Luke 12:47-48.

Sometimes, however, even the strong in faith can be battered by life’s circumstances, so
that just for a brief moment, they let down their guard.  For example, this may take place in
a situation of loss when a man’s wife or child dies in an accident.  It is then not that this
man is weak but rather overwhelmed with grief, and needing others to put a hedge around
him in prayer.  He will require faithful co-workers in Christ to support him spiritually and
physically until he gains the strength to go on.
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Hindrances To Faith

There are cases where Christians who have been operating in the power of God and
living in victory,  fall  into the trap of allowing the cares  of  the world to  begin to take
precedence in their lives. Little by little the affairs of life creep in and choke the Word that
is in their hearts.  As a result they begin to lose ground to the enemy and spiritual growth
ceases.

Jesus spoke of this principle in the parable of the seed sower. We find an account of
this in the Gospel of Luke.

LUKE 8:5  A sower went out to sow his seed (the Word of God): and as he sowed, some
fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air  (evil spirits)
devoured it.

LUKE 8:6  And some (seed) fell upon a rock (with a thin soil covering); and as soon as it
was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture (the roots were shallow and
could not reach moisture).

LUKE 8:7  And some fell among thorns (this soil was good but the thorns were competing
for the ground); and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.

LUKE 8:8  And other fell  on good ground  (not infested with stones and thorns),  and
sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold (produced a wonderful harvest). And when He
had said these things, He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (many did not
have “ears to hear” because their hearts were hardened; some few did, and they changed
the world! : E.S.B.).

LUKE 8:9  And His Disciples asked Him, saying, “What might this parable be?  (in
other words, “What does it mean?”)”

LUKE 8:10  And He said, “Unto you (all who sincerely seek to know the Lord, and have a
deeper understanding of His Word) it is given to know the mysteries  (the word implies
knowledge  withheld;  however,  Jesus  is  saying  that  the  Scriptural  significance  to  these
mysteries  is  about  to  be  revealed,  at  least  to  those  who  hunger  and  thirst  after
Righteousness) of the Kingdom of God: but to others in Parables (the Divine story would
be veiled to the careless and indifferent); that seeing they might not see, and hearing they
might  not  understand (pertained  to  a  willful  blindness  and  a  willful  lack  of
comprehension; they had no desire to know). (E.S.B.)

LUKE 8:11  Now the parable is this: The seed is the Word of God.

LUKE 8:12  Those by the way side are they who hear; then comes the devil, and takes
away the Word out of their hearts  (he is able to do this simply because they have little
regard for the Word), lest they should believe and be saved (a willful blindness resulted in
a judicial blindness). (E.S.B.)

LUKE 8:13  They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the Word with
joy;  and these  have  no root,  which  for a  while  believe  (are  saved),  and  in  time of
temptation  (testing or persecution) fall away  (speaks of the forfeiting of one’s salvation,
disproving the false doctrine of once saved, always saved).
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LUKE 8:14  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard,
go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no
fruit to perfection (actually means that there is a beginning of fruit, but it is not allowed to
ripen and is, therefore, unusable; they believe for a while and then fall away; there are many
like this) (E.S.B.)

LUKE 8:15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart,
having heard the Word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.”

The Word of God is designated as “seed” (Luke 8:11; 1 Peter 1:23) and the growth of
the Believer is likened to a plant (John 15:1-8.)  The potential in the “seed” of the “Word”
is enormous.

Within the parable, the seed refers to the Word of God being sown into the lives and
hearts of various kinds of people. As stated, the parable can be applied to those who receive
the Gospel, only to fall away in times of testing, and thus forfeit their salvation.  We will
here, however, only look at this parable in terms of its application to Believers, old and
young,  i.e.  in  terms  of  the  seed,  or  the  Word  of  God,  being  sown  into  the  lives  of
Christians.

“. . .The potential in the “seed” of the “Word” 
is enormous. . .”

Firstly, those by the wayside refers to Christians who hear the Word (truth) in a certain
area, but do not receive or act on what they hear. Then immediately the enemy comes and
takes the Word away and so they receive no victory at all from what they have heard.

The people on the rock are those who hear and receive the Word of God with joy, thus
experiencing some victory. Because they have no real commitment to continue, however,
when the time of testing arrives, they fall away and so do not maintain victory in that area.

Those among the thorns are Christians who hear the Word but do not give it priority
in their lives. Rather, they allow the cares of the world and the pleasures of this life to
overtake them so that they do not progress. They become preoccupied with such things as
their financial situation, their material possessions, their social life, their family or their
circle of friends. They are enticed and therefore become preoccupied with gaining wealth
or the favour of man, or they become entangled in wrong relationships. There are many
“cares and riches and pleasures” in life which can divert our attention from the goal of
giving the Lord and His Word first priority in our lives.

Those on the good ground refer to Christians who are open to God and dedicated to
serve Him with a 300% commitment (100% of their spirit, 100% of their soul and 100% of
their body). They are eager to receive His direction and apply it to their lives so they can
bring forth much fruit, and glorify the Lord (John 15:8).

The teaching of this parable emphasizes the fact that the Word of God will do its own
work in our heart if given the opportunity and the right conditions. Therefore if we are
open and search for, so as to embrace, the knowledge of truth (God’s will and way), it will
take root in our life and bring forth an abundant harvest - as we take care to nurture the
seed and abide in the vine (John 15:4-5).  This teaches us that we must prepare our heart to
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receive so that we can then allow the Word and God’s power to change us.  Only through
this prescribed order can we be truly changed for the better.

We can learn from the parable of the seed sower the pitfalls which can harm our
faith-walk. If we allow outside issues and distractions to take precedence or priority in our
life, then the truth of God’s Word could be taken from our heart. As we have said, although
intellectual  knowledge  may  remain,  this  cannot  birth  the  promises  of  God  or  produce
spiritual growth in our life.

“. . .The teaching of this parable emphasizes the fact
that the Word of God will do its own work in our

heart if given the opportunity and the right
conditions. . .”

It is also important to note that when a Christian consistently worries or has doubts (of
the heart)  in an area of their  life (to the point of operating in unbelief), any revelation
knowledge they had in that area will revert to mere intellectual knowledge. In other words,
their  faith  in  that  area will  wither  and die.  The  Christian  concerned would  be able  to
mentally assent to the fact that a promise is true, but they would lack the substance of faith
needed to allow the particular promise to manifest in their life. Unfortunately many do not
realize this and try to operate in so-called “presumptuous faith.” This means that they say
the Word is correct and that its promises must come to pass. They do so, however, from an
intellectual stance and not from a position of faith. Consequently there can be no fruit from
their endeavours.

Note: Christians may also have revelation knowledge in an area and so gain spiritual
hope in that area. They thus arrive at the third dimension of the faith framework. However,
they do not gain the grace (the trust) needed to fill the mould. Thinking they have faith
when all they have is spiritual hope will likewise cause them to operate in “presumptuous
faith” - which in reality is, at best, belief without trust.  And as we have said, this can bear
no fruit, for spiritual hope (belief alone) cannot birth God’s promises.

So as we have seen from the parable, we cannot afford to allow the devil and his
underlings to cause the living Word to be removed from our heart, or permit the cares of
the world to choke God’s seed, or the root of that which He has planted in our heart. We
need to be aware of these traps of the enemy and always be on guard, as 1 Peter 5:8
instructs:

1 PETER 5:8  Be sober (aware), be vigilant (watchful); because your adversary (enemy)
the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking  (people not in faith) whom he may
devour (destroy):

On gaining faith, if people then allow fear, worry, unbelief, confusion, etc., to dominate
any area of their lives, they will lose:

1. Faith in that area and therefore:
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2. Peace in that area which would bring one to a position of trust in God.

Be mindful too that fear and worry can spread like cancer into other areas of one’s life.
So guard against them, for fear is the opposite of faith and worry (mistrust, uncertainty,
doubt) is the opposite of trust.   Remember that to trust is to have a heart-felt reliance on
the character, strength or truth of someone or something.  Furthermore, we should not view
these undesirable intruders of fear and worry as part of our nature - for both constitute sin
and are promoted by the powers of darkness. Once we realize this and can recognize that
the enemy is at work in these areas of fear and worry, we can take a stand and eradicate
them from our life by the power of God’s love.  This becomes possible as we focus on the
message of the Cross and yield to the Holy Spirit, knowing that God has, in Christ, made
us partakers  of His Divine Nature.   Then the power of  God’s Word and His  love will
consume us, not fear and worry (1 John 4:18).

JAMES 1:5  If any of you lack wisdom (or grace or forgiveness or whatever is needed), let
him ask of God, Who gives to all men liberally, and upbraids not (does not reproach or
find fault); and it shall be given him.

JAMES 1:6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering  (not doubting).  For he who
wavers is  like a wave of  the sea driven with the wind and tossed  (unstable  and not
governed by the energies and graces of the Divine Nature).

Fear has no trust, and if we allow fear to rule our life, then God is shut out.  Darkness
invades our thinking and our mind.  Only the light of truth and fellowship with the Divine
Author of this liberating empowering light will remove fear, doubt and unbelief from our
mind.  Then no matter what circumstances or trials confront us, if we rely on and trust in
the Author of Peace, by leaning on His direction, we will gain His peace.

“. . .Remember that to trust is to have a heart-felt
reliance on the character, strength or truth of

someone or something. . .”

How?  We do this by knowing His Word.  Indeed it is the foundation on which we must
build our daily life.  We are not to lean on our intellectual knowledge or our emotions.  We
are also not to count on our resources, to see if we can do it or afford what it will cost.  God
is to be our Provider.  If we lack and take time to seek God, He will deposit heaven’s
currency into our heart so that we will then no longer lack.

The spiritual forces which promote fear and worry are powerful and destructive, and
will try to spiritually cripple and paralyze Christians who are not vigilant, blocking them
from receiving the power (which comes from the light or truth) that would set them on the
road to victory and freedom.  So if oppressed or afflicted by such intruders, we need to go
to the Cross and actively lay them aside, acknowledging them as sin.  Then we need to ask
God for the grace to live on the higher level of peace, a level which we cannot reach by
human effort and which can only be found in God’s will for our lives.  Then as we focus on
the Cross and what Jesus did for us there, remembering that through the Cross He provided
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for our every need, we can go forth in faith and strength - His grace supplying our need as
we believe for it.

Let us therefore not be paralyzed but strong and bold to lay down the works of the flesh
and seek the Father’s empowerment through His grace (John 8:31-32).

WHY CHRISTIANS STRUGGLE

Background Reading:  Hebrews 5:11-14; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

Many  Christians go  to  church  and  teaching  meetings,  Bible  studies  or  home
fellowships, as well as being involved in various other Christian activities. Many, however,
do not have the Word of truth established in their hearts. They may know God’s Word on
an intellectual level, but they have not allowed it to be placed into their hearts by the Holy
Spirit as illuminated, revelation knowledge. Why does this happen? It occurs because of
the  bias  and  flesh-based  desires,  etc.,  of  such  Christians.  As  a  consequence  of  their
thinking, attitudes and general lack of spirituality, they cannot then gain the faith which
could be obtained through this knowledge. Thus some Christians have eyes but do not see
and ears but do not hear. In other words they do not understand spiritual matters or perceive
spiritual truths. Because of this, God says:

HOSEA 4:6  My people (Christians  today) are destroyed (have gone into bondage in
areas) for lack of knowledge (of God’s truths in these areas): because you have rejected
knowledge  (through bias or slackness - not bothering to find out), I will also reject you
(will be unable to protect you) . . . 

To gain a greater understanding of this scripture we will replace the word “knowledge”
with the word “vision.” The verse would then read, “My people are destroyed for lack of
vision.”

Isaiah 5:13 also tells us:

ISAIAH 5:13  Therefore My people (applies to Christians today) are gone into captivity
(bondage), because they have no knowledge (revelation knowledge of God’s Word) . . . 

The people of that  time were being taken captive by their  enemies and were being
destroyed  because  they  lacked  knowledge  and  spiritual  insight.  Likewise,  without  a
progressive vision (a progressive revelation of God’s will for their lives), Christians today
will dwell carelessly and lack purpose and direction.

PROVERBS 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he who keeps the
Law (God’s commandments = obeying God’s will for his life), happy is he.

God’s will for the Christian is contained in both the logos Word and the rhema Word.
To  gain  understanding  and  wisdom,  the  Christian  must  seek  for  God’s  will  and  ways
through prayer and the study of God’s Word on a daily basis, allowing the Holy Spirit to
reveal the will of the Father. To do this effectually, we must have our spiritual ears open
and thus in tune with the Spirit.
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In relation to Proverbs 29:18, we can say the same is true today for Christians who
have no inner vision of God’s Word in their hearts beyond regeneration. Such Christians
will undoubtedly experience some form of lack and will be in bondage to the enemy to
some degree.

The reason Christians lack an inner vision of God’s Word is because they have either
not bothered to study or they have not purposed to receive this vision because of a lack of
commitment.  Yes such Christians are saved but are not committed to serve God unless it
benefits them in some way.

“. . .The reason Christians lack an inner vision of
God’s Word is because they have either not bothered

to study or they have not purposed to receive this
vision because of a lack of commitment. . .”

Note: Once we do receive the vision or the revelation of a promise in God’s Word, we
need to review it from time to time in order to keep it as a living reality in our heart.  This
helps us keep a proper focus, so that our faith can be applied when needed.

The Importance Of Revision

Background Reading:  2 Peter 1:1-15

It appears that the Fall caused a genetic deterioration which affected man’s ability to
recall information. Even though most people are operating well below their full potential in
the area of memory, we believe that man’s full potential is still far short of Adam’s original
ability  in  this  area.  (For  example,  Adam’s  ability  to  name all  God’s  creatures  without
doubling up or contradicting himself is  in itself  an astounding feat.)  So because of the
deterioration in man’s memory, and even his degree of heart conviction, which is passion
(compared to that which Adam possessed),  revision is very much a necessary part of our
Christian walk. We should therefore be aware of the need to review the principles of God
which we have learned in previous studies so that we don’t forget them. This is important
because they form the foundation of our Christian walk and we need to revise them so that
we keep properly focused, so being enabled to gain and maintain victory in Christ.

HEBREWS 2:1  Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard  (actually refers to the New Testament Message of the Cross), lest at any
time we should let them slip.  (In the Greek Text, it carries the idea of a ring slipping from
a finger.  Regrettably, the Church presently has let the Message of the Cross slip and, as a
result, the Church hardly knows where it’s been, where it is, or where it’s going.) (E.S.B.)

The Apostles Peter and Paul wrote of the importance of keeping spiritual principles
alive and fresh in our hearts.
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2 PETER 1:12  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of
these things  (to remind you always of the spiritual truths you have learned) , though you
know them, and be (are firmly) established in the present truth (which is “Jesus Christ
and Him crucified” - 1 Corinthians 2:2).

2 PETER 1:13  Yes, I think it meet (necessary, right), as long as I am in this tabernacle
(earthly body), to stir you up (refresh you) by putting you in remembrance;

PHILIPPIANS 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things
to you (to remind you of the same truths), to me indeed is not grievous (is no trouble to
me), but for you it is safe (a safeguard).

So let us not be lax in revising what we have previously learned. Let us not assume
that we will remember, or indeed maintain our passion for everything we have covered just
because we may have studied certain principles at some previous point in time. Let us
therefore not neglect to revise the principles we have learned so that they remain fresh and
alive in our hearts and minds.

FAITH OF THE MOMENT

Background Reading:  Galatians 3:7-14; Hebrews 10:35-38

Christianity is a moment by moment walk. Therefore we cannot rely on yesterday’s
faith, last week’s faith or last year’s faith. Rather, we can only rely on the faith of this
moment in order to receive from God.

“. . .Christianity is a moment by moment walk. . .”

Just as we need a daily intake of food to sustain us and keep our physical body healthy
and strong, so too we need a daily intake of spiritual sustenance to maintain our faith-level
and keep our spirit-man healthy and strong. To do this we need to continually feed upon
God’s Word, as Proverbs 4:20-23 tells us:

PROVERBS 4:20  My son (Solomon is speaking here to his son as well as to you and me),
attend to my words; incline your ear unto my sayings.  

PROVERBS 4:21  Let them not depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your
heart.

PROVERBS 4:22  For they are life unto those who find them, and health to all their
flesh.

PROVERBS 4:23  Keep (guard) your heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life (for it determines the course of your life).

The Word of God contains the food needed to sustain and strengthen our spirit-man,
and  it  can  also  bring  health  to  our  physical  body.  The  key  to  obtaining  this  kind  of
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prosperity lies in guarding the heart “with all diligence” (not meditating on wrong thoughts
or  allowing  evil  treasure  to  be  deposited)  and  feeding  our  spirit  with  proper  spiritual
nourishment. In this way, our spiritual strength may even grow day by day, and the energies
of the Divine Nature will help us order our steps as we yield to the direction of the Spirit of
Grace.

We need to also realize that the spiritual food that was deposited into our heart last
week or last  year has determined the position of faith that  we find ourselves in today.
Therefore we need to keep digesting spiritual food so that we can maintain and build faith
upon faith, and continue moving from one position (or level) of faith to the next - or even
maintain our current position in God!  Remember that life’s current will work at pulling us
backwards, or beaching us on the rocks.  To prevent this from happening we need to be
diligent so that we continue in the Word of God, feeding our spirit-man on the pure “milk
(and meat) of the Word” (1 Peter 2:2) and applying the principles of the Word to our life.

It does not matter whether people are young in the faith or have been Christians for
many years. If we want to maintain our health, both spiritual and physical, and live in the
prosperity of the Gospel, which is simply God’s will being done in our life, we all need to
spend time studying the Word of God on a daily basis. The devil does not take holidays,
and neither can we afford to take holidays from our faith-walk and our commitment to the
Lord.  We cannot afford, as Christians, to allow the cares  of the day to defocus us or
consume all of our time and attention.

“. . .This is true prosperity - not the latest car or
house, but His power thawing our hearts and

empowering us for service. . .”

Concerning our needs being met, we should always be praying in advance, believing
God to meet our needs as they arise.  Many, however, wait until a problem presents itself or
the bills are on the table and then pray a so-called prayer of faith, expecting God to meet
that need or to rectify that problem immediately. More often than not, such prayers have
little or no substance and consequently produce few results. An ongoing approach in regard
to prayer and faith in this area is far more likely to be successful.  But ultimately we should
come before  God on bended kneed saying,  “Not  my will  but  Yours be done,  merciful
Father.” This is  true prosperity - not the latest car or house, but His power thawing our
hearts and empowering us for service.  Amen.  This is the victory and promise we are to
seek, find and embrace in Jesus’ Name.

Conclusion

The Body of Christ should be showing the world the way to live in victory - for
Christians are supposed to show forth light to the world. The Bible should be our light and
mirror and we should be a reflection of it. Sadly, however, many Christians are walking
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contrary to the Word of God in areas of their lives and because of this, are poor witnesses
for Jesus Christ.

The Bible tells us that we should love sincerely and speak the truth to one another.
This could relate to a situation, for example, where you have a sickness and people ask,
“Why aren’t you healed if you profess that God heals today?” You need to answer them in
truth. Tell them that you are working towards receiving your healing (that was paid for by
Jesus at the Cross), that something has blocked or frustrated God’s power (grace) and that
you have not found out what it is or you have not yet reached the necessary position of
faith (for whatever reason).  Of course, none of this changes the truth of God’s Word - that
Jesus heals today.  This answer will stop the devil from trampling all over the Word of God
and making a mockery of it.

“. . .The Bible should be our light and mirror and we
should be a reflection of it. . .”

As we well know, there are thousands of living witnesses in the world today who attest
to the fact that God heals, delivers and sets people free through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

So let us proclaim the Gospel in all its power, and believe on the Word of God to
accomplish much in people’s lives as they receive it and act upon it. We need to remember
Paul’s statement of faith in the Book of Romans:

ROMANS 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation (of spirit, soul and body) to every one who believes . . . 

 Because God in His love has ordained that He must work through men and women of
faith, He needs committed Christians in order to accomplish His will on the earth through
His Church. Will you be one of these Christians, someone who makes the Lord and His
service their top priority, someone who knows the meaning of Christ’s Words:

LUKE 14:26  If any man come to Me, and hate not (i.e., prefers) his father, and mother,
and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  yes,  and  his  own  life  also  (no
affiliation or affection should be so strong as to displace Christ from being first in one’s life),
he cannot be My Disciple (this applies to all!).

LUKE 14:27  And whosoever does not bear his cross (of self-denial), and come after Me
(not my will but Yours Lord in all things), cannot be My Disciple.

We need to always have the attitude that if, for example, the Lord was to say “Turn ten
degrees to the right,” we would turn ten degrees to the right without question or hesitation.
To do anything more or less would mean missing the mark in regard to God’s will for our
life. Our own course might be reasonable for a time, but like a ship, if we were to continue
on that wrong course, even if we were only a few degrees out, the gap would widen. Then
the longer we were to sail in this wrong direction, the closer the ship might drift towards
the rocks of ineffectiveness, frustration or destruction.

We would only have to be a little wayward, and after a year’s duration, we could be a
long way from being in God’s perfect will for our life. So we need to continually check our

Bible Faith And Spiritual Hope
41



spiritual compass and be always listening for the Lord’s voice in order to make sure we are
still on the course that God wants us to be taking.

Furthermore,  many  Christians  float  along, deceived  by  the  popular  belief  that
everything which happens to them, good or bad, is of God.  They interpret Romans 8:28 in
a loose kind of way and think the Lord is leading them when in fact their “leading” can be
contaminated by personal bias and the flesh.  In the Expositor’s Study Bible we find the
correct interpretation of this verse:

ROMANS 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good (but only if certain
conditions are met) to them who love God (the first condition), to them who are the called
according to His purpose (this means it’s “His purpose, and not ours,” which is the second
condition; otherwise, all things will not work together for our good). (E.S.B.)

So if we are doing our own thing, there is certainly no guarantee that everything will
work out for good in our lives.  Indeed Christians who don’t purpose to seek for God’s will
in  their  lives often  end  up  doing  whatever  “feels”  good  or  “right”  to  them,  thinking
everything is of God.  But unless we purpose to seek, the Lord will not usually confront us
if we are going along a pathway of our own making - for He has no permission to do so.  If
we seek, however, with an honest and open heart to do the Lord’s will, not ours, then we
have the promise that we will find (Matthew 7:7-8).  This includes the will of God in each
situation and the plan of God for our lives, revealed through both the logos (written) and
the rhema (revealed) Word of God.

“. . .Indeed Christians who don’t purpose to seek
for God’s will in their lives often end up doing
whatever “feels” good or “right” to them. . .”

Many take certain prophecies that have been given to them during their lifetime and
declare that God has said that they will do this or have that in their life, thinking that the
particular prophecies will automatically come to pass, no matter what they do or do not do.
If indeed such prophecy is from God and not from man or the devil through man, then only
if we yield to God and flow with Him is the prophetic guaranteed - for  true prophecy is
conditional upon our yielding.  Too many Christians sin, thinking God is still  going to
fulfill His prophetic Word to them in spite of their slackness, ignorance or disobedience.
The principle found in Deuteronomy 11:13-32 is still current today.  Primarily this means
that  IF you hearken diligently to God’s commandments on a daily basis, and serve Him
with all your heart and soul as it says in Psalm 37:23, your steps will be ordered by the
Lord.

PSALM 37:23  The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and He delights in his
way.

Unfortunately, as we have seen, another principle located in Isaiah 5:13 is operating in
many Christians’ lives today.
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ISAIAH  5:13   Therefore  My  people  are  gone  into  captivity  (of  a  spiritual  nature),
because they have no knowledge (of the Word of God): and their honourable men are
famished  (spiritually starving), and their multitude dried up with thirst  (spiritual thirst
which is not quenched: Isaiah 55:1-2).

“No knowledge” through ignorance or slackness comes through not seeking so as to
find God’s will in this New Testament Age of Grace - and this is inexcusable.  As a result,
many live cursed lives, as it refers to in Deuteronomy 11:26-28:

DEUTERONOMY 11:26  Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse  (in
other words, the choice is yours);

DEUTERONOMY  11:27  A  blessing  (spiritual  prosperity),  if  you  obey  the
commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you this day:

DEUTERONOMY 11:28 And a curse, if you will not obey the commandments of the
Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go
after other gods, which you have not known (today this translates for the Christian as self-
rule, doing one’s own thing, not seeking God with a sincere heart, putting other things before
Him).

In this Church Age, the curse manifests itself in the form of darkness which draws us,
or keeps us, away from the light.  So not actively seeking the light of God’s will in every
area of our life will keep us in this darkness.  Indeed to have spiritual darkness in areas of
our thinking is to be under a curse, and so in bondage to that darkness.  The Word tells us
that “As he (a man) thinks in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).  Therefore he is a slave to
that thinking, whether it be of a righteous or unrighteous nature (Matthew 12:33-35).

Now when spiritual  darkness impacts  upon our  thinking,  we will  have no wisdom,
understanding or spiritual perception in that area - and misdirection through self-rule will
follow.  Christians often then plough ahead with their own ideas, asking God to bless them,
even though everything they do emanates from self.  But if we ask with pure motives,
seeking God’s will  with an open, yielded, teachable heart, then we will receive, as the
scriptures tell us.

“. . .Indeed Christians who don’t purpose to seek for
God’s will in their lives often end up doing whatever

“feels” good or “right” to them. . .”

So, let us not be slack in our commitment to truly seek the Lord’s face and His desire,
not our desire, for our life, day by day.  Let us not be lazy and content to go with whatever
the flesh desires, calling it “God’s leading”!

Therefore we need to surrender ourselves completely to God and say, “Here I am
Lord, what do you want me to do?” The problem is not our lack of ability, it’s our lack of
availability (Hebrews 6:11-12).
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This attitude of complete surrender is one which God has always wanted His children
to adopt. In these last days, however, it is particularly important, for the time is short and
there is much to be accomplished.

It  is  not  so  much  that  the  Believer  uses  God’s  power  but  that  God’s  power  flows
through him or enriches his soul so that he can respond to the needs of others according to
this power.  Through this process of yielding to the will of the Father, the Believer becomes
one with God, energized by His Divine Nature,  “for it is God Who works in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).  Then the glory for all that we do
which is praiseworthy goes to God!

“. . .Only in letting go of self-rule and all that this
entails, and yielding to God’s will in every area of our
lives, can we fully know the power of His grace on an

experiential level. . .”

So let us take up our cross and so love and serve Him for His glory.
Let  us  be  both  faith-filled  and  faithful  -  servants  of  our  Lord  whom He  can  use

effectively in His Kingdom. Let us move forward in Christ, believing that as we find and
walk in His perfect will for our life, He will give us the empowerment to do that which He
has called us to do.  The Cross has already positionally made the power available to us in
that we become partakers of God’s very Divine Nature.  Now it is up to us to walk in our
“newness of life.”  Only in letting go of self-rule and all that this entails, and yielding to
God’s will in every area of our lives, can we fully know the power of His grace on an
experiential level.  In this, the devil and all darkness are pushed back, and God’s light will
shine in and through us so that others may know that God not only lives in us, but is
empowering us to love as He loves.

May you have the victory in Christ.

 TIME LIMIT - Due on or before .........................

This time limit is based on a minimum of ....... hours of study per week.
You should allow as a general guideline, ........... hours to answer the questions.

TOTAL ALLOWANCE   ......... hours.

If you are having problems completing this study within these guidelines, you may
need to seek assistance from those in charge of distribution.

Bible Faith And Spiritual Hope
44



STUDY QUESTIONS

The following questions are designed to assess how much you have understood and retained from
your studies.

Answer and number all  questions on line-ruled paper, giving two or three scriptures with each
answer whenever possible. Also give an explanation, whenever possible, of how you arrived at your
answer.

Answer these questions according to the instructions given regarding the grade you have chosen to
work at, i.e. either Intermediate Grade or Ordinary Grade.

If you do not understand a particular question, contact those responsible for distribution.
For ease of correction  write the actual question down on your answer sheet before answering

each question, and please print all answers to the questions.

Note: If you do not agree with any particular viewpoint expressed in the studies and you have
another viewpoint, answer questions relating to this area in the following manner:

The view that the studies teach is . . . . . . . . . . . 

But I believe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
         (and state the reasons why you do so )

Note: Remember the time limit  and complete the study and your answers within the allotted
period.

If you are studying at Intermediate Grade, you will later be eligible to do the Advanced Questions if
you so desire. You will not be able to use your study books or notes to help you answer these questions.
In fact all you will be able to use are Bibles and Concordances. So prepare for this by studying properly
and answering these questions according to the instructions given.

(See letters concerning how to study.)

____________________________________________



BIBLE FAITH AND SPIRITUAL HOPE
Study Questions

1. Explain  the  difference  between  the  world’s  concept  of  hope  and  the  Biblical
definition of hope, otherwise known as “spiritual hope.”

2. In relation to the Christian:

(a) What does spiritual hope give and why?

(b) What is spiritual hope unable to do?

3. Explain in terms of hope, trust and faith why many Christians don’t progress.

(a) What is the only pathway to gaining trust?

4. By what process is spiritual hope obtained?

5. How do Christians obtain the blueprint for healing, or for having their needs met?

6. Many Christians look too hard and too long at the promises until it is too late.  What
is their error and how can it be corrected?

7. Why is a proper use of words important for the development of spiritual hope?

8. What is the cause and the effect of “negative faith”?

9.  What kinds of truths is it beneficial to confess, or at least to be aware of on a daily
basis and why?

11. How does hope act as a spiritual anchor, and what is its importance in the Christian
walk?

12. What is Bible faith, how does it differ from mental (intellectual) assent, and which
will help in a crisis and why?

 
13. True faith can only be taken through death.  Explain what this statement means.

14. If we are to have a victorious walk, what must be the object and focus of our faith?

15. Explain the inter-relationship between hope and faith using:

(a) The dimensional model.

(b) The operation of the Divine Nature and the human nature.

16. After we develop faith, how do we birth a promise in the physical realm?
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17. What is the proper role of confession in our Christian walk and why?

18. Why do we know that faith is not a product of our own making, but must come
from God?

19. Why is it impossible to please God without faith?

20. Some receive from God without faith.  How is this possible?

21. There  is  a  difference  between  being  a  seeker  of  truth  and  being  a  God-chaser.
Explain what this statement means and discuss it.

22. Explain how we gain “the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16) in any area.

23. Explain the truths contained in James 1:21, stating what is necessary to receive the
promise.

24. What is the next step to follow mind renewal, and how is it obtained?

25 (a) What usually determines the amount of revelation knowledge we can receive?

(b) How therefore can we grow in faith?  Give a scriptural example.

26. Explain the difference between “dormant faith” and “active faith,” using the model
of the car to illustrate your answer.

27. What happens when dormant faith is not used as it should be?

28. In terms of the mould of hope, what determines the size or amount of faith we can
receive from God, and how can this situation be changed?

29. If we walk by sight, negative circumstances will cause us to stumble.  If we walk by
faith, we can step out into the unknown, with complete confidence.  What is the
difference?

30. What can be said of faith’s work in us?

31. Does  God  cause  tests  and  trials?   What  then  is  His  role  and  purpose  in  these
situations?

32. In the context of James 1:3, what is “patience” and how is it developed?

33. How long will a test last, and what happens as we pass each test?

34. If we fail to pass a test in an area, what will happen and why?
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35. What is God’s role in relation to temptation, and what is Satan’s role in relation to
temptation?

36. What can enduring and triumphing in tests and trials do for the Christian character?

37. How do we know that God will not allow us to be tempted beyond that which we
are able to bear?

38. Compare and contrast God’s escape route from tests and trials with the “easy way
out,” giving likely results from each.

39. Explain how renewing our minds can be likened to programming a computer, and in
this, how a programme can become corrupt.

40. Why should prayer, in one sense, be just a formality?

41. In relation to “the prayer of faith” (James 5:15), for God’s power to flow, what are
the requirements (in terms of faith) of:

(a) The person praying?

(b) The person receiving?

42. Christians who do not follow the prescribed order of commitment to a local body of
Believers will not be in proper communion with God.  Explain this statement.

43. Explain the parable of the seed sower in the context of the Christian walk, detailing
what each part of the parable refers to.

44. Describe  two situations  which  will  result  in  people  operating  in  “presumptuous
faith,” and state what fruit will come forth as a result?

45. Describe how the Christian should view fear and worry and state how these should
be dealt with.

46. Explain the relationship between Jeremiah 5:21 and Hosea 4:6, showing how these
verses can relate to Christians today.

47 (a) Give some reasons why some Christians lack an inner vision of God’s Word beyond
regeneration.

   (b) What will result from this?

48. What is the importance of revision in a Christian’s life and why is it necessary?

49. Why can’t we rely on yesterday’s faith to meet today’s needs, and what is required
to maintain or develop our faith level?
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50. Is everything that happens in the Christian’s life of God’s design?  If not, what are
the boundaries of Romans 8:28?

51. How does the curse manifest itself in this Church Age in Christians’ lives, what is
the cause and what will be the result?

52. What is the process by which all the glory goes to the Lord for anything good we
do?

53. At what grade did you study this booklet and answer the questions, Ordinary Grade
or Intermediate Grade?

54. Do you wish to commit yourself to studying at 7 hours a week or 4 hours a week in
regard to your next study? 

Note: Please send $................ with these answers for your next study.

Note: Under certain circumstances, you may not feel you can commit 7 hours a week
to the next study.  You can then opt to study at 4 hours a week. The time limits will be
adjusted accordingly. Should your situation change, you can increase your time to 7
hours a week - just notify the college or those in charge of distribution.
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STUDY TIMES
MONTH Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday TOTAL

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5



WE BELIEVE:

 1. The Bible is the inspired, infallible and authoritative written Word of God.

 2. There is one true triune God, eternally co-existent in three persons Who form the Holy Trinity:
God the Father, God the Word and God the Holy Spirit. These three dwell together in perfect
unity, forming one heavenly government called God, and each of the three divine persons we
recognize to be God.

 3. God the Word stripped Himself of His rightful godly privileges and became flesh, a human
being called Jesus Christ. Nevertheless He remained God the Word, being both truly God and
truly man.

 4. Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin. He was crucified, buried,
and then raised from the dead by the power of God. He now sits at the right hand of the Father,
and is the only Mediator between God and man.

 5. In the spiritually lost condition of men - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(are deprived of God’s saving presence).

 6. Salvation is found in no one else except Jesus, and there is no other name under heaven which
is given to men whereby mankind can be saved. 

 7. In the essential need of the new birth by faith in Jesus Christ. The only means of being cleansed
from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious blood of Christ.

 8. Spiritual  regeneration  (the  new birth)  is  brought  about  by  making  Jesus  Christ  Lord  and
Saviour, and by believing that Jesus’ precious shed blood was the price needed to redeem man
from sin.

 9. In the Person and work of the Holy Spirit with His gifts and fruit abiding in the Church.

10. In the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, as the Spirit
gives utterance.

11. That believers should be water-baptized, as the Lord commands, by full immersion, in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

12. That divine healing is provided in the New Covenant through Jesus Christ, by applying faith to
God’s Word of promise.

13. In the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live
a holy life.

14. Jesus Himself shall descend from heaven to resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the
living saints to meet with Him in the air. This event is known as the Rapture of the Church.

15. In the second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth along with His glorified saints. This event will
take place after the Rapture (the snatching away). 

16. That all who accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will enjoy everlasting life with Him.

17. That all who do not accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will spend eternity in everlasting torment
in the lake of fire, along with Satan and his forces of evil.   



1  Wuest, K.S., Word Studies From The Greek New Testament, Galatians 2:20.
2  Wuest, Kenneth S., Wuest’s Word Studies From The Greek New Testament, Hebrews 11:1.


	BIBLE FAITH AND SPIRITUAL HOPE
	SPIRITUAL HOPE
	How Spiritual Hope is Developed
	Hope’s Work In Us

	BIBLE FAITH
	How Do We Obtain Faith ?
	How Is Faith Increased ?

	COMBINING HOPE AND TRUST
	Faith’s Work In Us

	TESTS AND TRIALS
	FAITH RELEASES GOD’S POWER
	Hindrances To Faith

	WHY CHRISTIANS STRUGGLE
	The Importance Of Revision

	FAITH OF THE MOMENT
	Conclusion



