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LAW
There has been much controversy and misconception surrounding the subject of “law.”

In this teaching we will establish, briefly, which parts of the law from the Old Covenant
have been abolished and which parts remain today. We will also discover how “law” still
applies today in New Testament times, and we will examine the benefits of obeying it and
the consequences of not doing so.

Man lives, spiritually speaking, either under law and its penalties or under God’s
grace. In the Garden of Eden, man fell from grace and came under the penalty of the law,
thus becoming responsible for paying the penalty for his own sin. This of course he is
unable  to  do  because  he  is  spiritually  bankrupt  and  unable  to  pay  the  price.  Calvary
addressed man’s position and gave him opportunity to come back under grace.

So what is this grace? The dictionary defines “grace” as Divine favour by which man
gains freedom from sin and help from God. With this help from God, we can come to a
position of holy faith (belief and trust) in God’s Word.  In this way we gain spiritual power
to resist that which is not God’s will.  By this power, we also gain what is needed to do
God’s will. Anything less will bring man under law and its penalties.

Man was meant to obey God’s will, not by willpower but by God’s graces.  This way
has been brought back to us through the shedding of the Blood of the Saviour on the cross.
Indeed perfect justice declared that Calvary’s sacrifice on behalf of man was sufficient to
pay the price - for all of mankind’s sin.  Once our sin is forgiven, by God’s grace we can
live in His righteousness.

As it says in Romans 6:3-4, because “we are buried with Him . . . unto death,” then His
Resurrection becomes our resurrection to “newness of life.”  There is no other way to live
in  “newness of life” except by the way of the Cross - the Atonement that has given us
resurrection power (which is “newness of life”) to live in His daily graces.

“. . .Man was meant to obey God’s will, not by
willpower but by God’s graces. . .”

The truth of the matter, as found in God’s holy Word, is that man lives either under
the penalty of law or in the freedom that God’s grace affords. Calvary’s grace begins with
forgiveness through repentance and ends with spiritual empowerment.  On this higher path,
God will be glorified because it is He Who lifts man up to live at a far higher level than
man is capable of doing by himself.

Every man, whether he wants it or not, has been given through the Gospel a pathway
which reveals the way to spiritual life.  But he must seek, find and embrace the will of God
- not any other so-called “deity” but the one true God of the Bible Who can only be found
through Jesus Christ. Then you shall have life and have it abundantly, not only knowing
God’s will but even having the power to walk in it.  Amen.
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WHAT IS LAW?

Background Reading:  Psalm 119:30-48, 165; Psalm 19:7-11

Primarily a law is a regulative or unfailing principle. As it pertains to God, the term
“law” means a broad and basic  rule  or  truth which maintains order  in the physical  or
spiritual realm.

In scripture we have many different usages of the term “law.” We have, for example:
The law of sin and death (Romans 8:2)
The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ (Romans 8:2)
The Law of God (Romans 7:22,25; Romans 8:7)
The Law of the Lord (Luke 2:24; Psalm 1:2; John 19:7)
The Law of Moses (Joshua 8:31; Josh.23:6; 1 Kings 2:3)
The Law of his God (Daniel 6:5; Psalm 37:31)
The law of truth (Malachi 2:6)
The law of faith (Romans 3:27)
The righteousness of the law (Romans 8:4)
The law of my mind (Romans 7:23)
The law of sin (Romans 7:23-25)
The law of righteousness (Romans 9:31)
The law of liberty (James 2:12)
The Law of Christ (Galatians 6:2)

For the Christian, “the law” constitutes the principles of God by which we are to live
our lives.  We do this as we take up our cross daily (denying self-rule and the flesh), and
rely on the grace of the new nature within us to give us the desire and empowerment to do
God’s will.  So “the law” to the Believer is “the will of God.”  Unlike the Old Testament
Saints,  we are not under “Law” to obtain righteousness (to be accounted as righteous).
Indeed Christ has put an end to that struggle for all those who are “in Him.”  Rather we are
under grace, not to excuse sin in our lives but to give us power to say “Yes” to God and so
“No” to sin.  Therefore it is God’s grace working in and through us via the Divine Nature
that empowers us to obey all the Law - which was summed up by Jesus as follows:  “ You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind” (Matthew  22:37).   And  also,  “  You  shall  love  your  neighbour  as  yourself”
(Matthew 22:39).

“. . .For the Christian, “the law” constitutes the
principles of God by which we are to 

live our lives. . .”

God is vitally concerned with showing to the world His righteous standards and the
means by which we may live in the abundant life promised by Jesus. He does this through
His Word, and, to this end, God’s Word reveals much to us about the subject of His laws.
Indeed the Bible  is  full  of  laws (or  commandments)  which pertain to  good living and
victory. Hence we can call the Bible our “Manual of Life.”
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The Scriptures were actually known in Old Testament times as “the Book of the Law.”
They revealed to God’s people His laws and commandments, and showed them the way
they were to live - for their consciences were not a sufficiently reliable guide, often being
affected by environment, culture and sin.  We see in the New Testament, however, that the
Greek word “nomos,” meaning “law,” is used to cover a variety of different concepts. This
is why there tends to be a great deal of confusion, at times, in regard to the teaching of this
important subject. Thus the word “law” can refer to:

1. The Old Testament or Mosaic Law which the Israelite people needed to live by in
order to please God, a detailed body of laws which covered all aspects of life - civil,
ceremonial and moral.

2. Divine revelation.

3. Universal spiritual laws which govern all that is in existence, e.g. the law of sin and
death.

4. The commandments by which the righteous in Christ should live and conduct their
affairs.

5. The Mosaic system as an attitude with which we approach our relationship with
God - in other words, “legalism.”

6. The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus.

In order to understand the teachings of the New Testament in regard to the subject of
“law,” we need to be aware of these different applications and to be able to trace the ideas
of the Bible writers as they make sometimes very subtle changes in describing different
aspects of this general area of “law.”

“. . .God’s Word contains civil laws, moral laws 
and spiritual laws which pertain to both 

individuals and communities. . .”

God’s Word contains civil laws, moral laws and spiritual laws which pertain to both
individuals and communities.  These laws were given so that we might have peace and
order in the three general areas of life: society, the family unit and one’s own personal life.
Sadly, because the majority of people do not comply with God’s laws, there is increasing
unrest, immorality, violence and rebellion evident in the world today. And God shows us
clearly throughout His Word that these are the kinds of “fruits” which will result if people
do not live within His Godly guidelines, that being in a true sense, His laws of life.

The law, in this context, could be described as all the principles which pertain to Godly
or  righteous  living.  Even  though  we  are  not  saved  through  obeying  “the  law”  (God’s
commandments), living within the guidelines of “the law” (God’s universal spiritual laws)
is an important requirement of the Christian life, absolutely essential for victory.
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Christ fulfilled the Law in regard to sacrifice.  Therefore the ceremonial laws of the
Mosaic Covenant that  pertained to sacrifice were also made obsolete.  However, moral
laws which God put in place to regulate the people’s standard of behaviour in relation to
both  Himself  and  their  fellow  man,  remain.   In  fact  today  each  one  of  the  Ten
Commandments - except the fourth - remains as a real guide for living.  The power to live
in these commandments was not available to man until after the Cross.  Now by the grace
of God made available through Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit will be at work in us, as
we yield to Him. Therefore the power to live by and obey God’s commandments has come
to us because of and through the Cross.

“. . .If law is needed to police a person’s behaviour,
then it shows that this person lacks 

character and power. . .”

If law is needed to police a person’s behaviour, then it shows that this person lacks
character and power.  However, a person being truly led of the Spirit will flow, according to
their faith, in the graces and energies of God through Christ.  As such, when knowing the
difference  between  good  and  evil  and  being  presented  with  good  or  evil,  they  will
instinctively do that which is good, holy and right - not in the power of self but in the
power of God (the Divine Nature).  Indeed He is meant to rule over us, not as in Old
Testament times, in an external way.  Rather the Lord is to rule in us internally through the
graces of His Divine Nature enmeshing with our human nature, and giving us the power to
do right - to do His will (Romans 6:14; 2 Timothy 2:11-14; 2 Peter 1:3-4).

This is to live in and by grace rather than under law.  When we live under law, we are
operating in self-effort, and looking for recognition of our endeavours.  However only God
can receive the glory when we are empowered by Him to do that which is right.  This is the
difference between works done under law and works done by and under grace.

Man, saved or unsaved, has proven himself unable to do right - because he lacks the
power in himself to do so.  But saved man in God can do that which is right through the
power of  the Divine Nature.   This  of  course involves loving,  serving and obeying his
Creator.

Man was created originally to function with God ruling his life on the outside and the
inside through the power of His Divine Nature.  Fallen man’s missing link is God, with His
grace flowing through our human nature so that we are able to love as He does.

As unregenerate sinners, we lacked character and the power to do right in God’s eyes.
So man needed the Law as a schoolmaster to show him how far from the mark he was.  If
we are under law to order our behaviour and we offend in only one part, then we become
guilty “law-breakers.”

It’s not that we can do good things here and there, it is that we cannot keep the standard
of the Law of God (moral law) because we will and do break it at some points in time and
we then, as “law breakers,” are unable to atone for our crime.  Because we had nothing to
offer, we stayed in our jail-cell of darkness until we accepted Jesus.  God then accepted, on
our behalf, the Atonement of His Son Who paid the price to set us free.
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Even after regeneration, however, the Saint will always daily need to depend, even
minute by minute, on the grace the Cross affords us.  But it must be a focused, conscious
choice.  It then is not a matter of choose and let go but rather choose and flow with the
Spirit  of  Grace,  allowing Him to  energize  us  because  of  what  Calvary  has  done  and,
through the Atonement, is still doing for us today.

We even need God’s holy laws,  or the teaching of them, being God’s standards by
which we are to live, so that we can have proper focus - in spite of what is around us or
what we are plugged into.  In this life we are connected to things that would hinder and
distract us from doing right, e.g. the sin nature, our flesh, evil influences.  But with focus
that shows us the right way, we can boldly go to God in our time of need and ask in Jesus’
Name for the grace we require to live in God’s Light (Hebrews 4:16).  So we need to know
the light of truth, the light of the narrow way, so we can, with God’s help, develop the faith
we need to make proper demands on God’s power.  In this way, we can please Him and
walk on this narrow way (Hebrews 11:6).

“. . .In this life we are connected to things that would
hinder and distract us from doing right, e.g. the sin

nature, our flesh, evil influences. . .”

Thus we can see that grace does not lessen our responsibility but rather adds to it, for to
whom much is given, of them much is required.  This is a scriptural principle (Luke 12:47-
48).

Paul wrote in regard to the Law and the sin nature that:

1 CORINTHIANS 15:56  The sting of death is sin (the sin nature); and the strength of
sin is the Law.

Now sin produced death, for the penalty of sin is death.  Sin in fact introduced death,
for if there had been no sin, man would not be subject to death.  The very existence of
death proves that men are sinners, and that they have been infected and affected by its sting
or its evidence which is the sin nature.

In regard to this verse, it has been written:  “Sin means “missing the mark,” i.e. which
is set by the Divine Law.

In fact, even the smallest sin had in it the power to kill.   Men try to play with “the sting
of death” and hope to avoid its fatal stroke.  That game is impossible; the thing cannot be
done, at least in that manner.

The phrase, “And the strength of sin is the Law,” refers to the Law of Moses.
That Body of Legislation, given exclusively by God, defined sin, stressed its penalty

(death), and showed man, even God’s chosen, the Jews, that man was so full of sin due to
the Fall, so depraved, so without Righteousness, at least on his own, that he could not
within himself, keep even the smallest Laws demanded by God.
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WHAT DID PAUL MEAN BY THE STRENGTH OF SIN BEING THE LAW?

How could the Law of God, which the Law of Moses actually was, and which was
Righteous and Holy, be the strength of sin?

As we have stated, the Law as given by God told man what he must do, how he must
live, how he must look to God and how he must treat his fellowman.  However, even though
that Law was Righteous and Holy, by its very nature of being Law, excited the sinful nature
in man, which in fact it was designed to do.  It was designed to show man how helpless he
was to keep even the most simple Laws of God, at least within his own power.  That is why
the Law was the “strength of sin.”  It defined what sin actually was,  and it showed man
that he was a sinner, and portrayed his helplessness.

Men have an awful time admitting what they really are.  And religious men most of all
have a terrible time admitting the Truth.

Whereas man could deny his condition before the Law, after the Legislation, he could
not deny what he was, at least not honestly, for the record was clear.  He was and is a
Lawbreaker.

Sin is always connected with God’s Law, for His Law sets the mark, and by missing the
mark the sin obtains its fatal reaction.  The Law never submits or consents to be violated,
for if it did, it could not be Law.

It always reacts against the violator, as all Law must.  For the Law is not merely so
many words of a code, it is the Divine Will itself.  To challenge that Will is to declare war
against God.  In this way, the Law is the power of the sin.

Take  away  God’s  Will  and  Law,  and  all  right  and  all  wrong,  and  sin  and  all
Righteousness disappear.  But this means to take away God Himself - and us also.

In fact, sin does not try to thrust the Law and God aside as if they do not exist and
could thus be treated with impunity.  In this way, Law becomes the death power of the sin.
It reacts instantly, makes itself and God back of it felt, with invincible power to strike and
kill.

Thank God that Jesus perfectly kept all the Moral Law of God which we could not do,
and upon Faith in Him, we are changed from the status of Lawbreaker to that of “Law-
keeper.”  However, that is only through Jesus and Faith in what He did for us at Calvary
and the Resurrection.” 1

(underlines added)

As we have seen, the death power of sin is the Law of God.  Without law there can be
no righteousness, and if there is no righteousness, there will be no God (and therefore no
humanity).  If there is righteousness, there will be God.  There is law because there is
righteousness.  Without Divine help, man reacts to God’s Law and his sin nature will be
excited by it  because there is no righteousness in  him.  God’s Law excites man to sin
because he wants to justify his wrongs and be accountable to no one.  The Word tells us
that this is how man reacts to God’s Law. The sting of death in man is the sin nature.

Man was created, however, to obey God not just externally but internally - which is
even more difficult.  In fact it is impossible for man to obey the Law of God (His moral
laws) internally because at a heart level, “self” is always involved.  Even the Christian
struggles to put himself second and God first, often doing good in pursuit of recognition,
God’s favour, advancement, reward, etc.  Therefore even the Christian will find himself
obeying God from selfish motives.
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“. . .Even the Christian struggles to put himself
second and God first, often doing good in 

pursuit of recognition, God’s favour, 
advancement, reward, etc. . .”

So  how  is  it  possible  to  obey  from  right  motives?  This  only  comes  as  we
acknowledge  our  weakness,  repent  and  then  yield  to  the  Lord  and  receive  the
empowerment necessary for change through the energies and graces of the Divine Nature.
Then we are identifying with Christ not just positionally but experientially.  Then we begin
to seek to please God not to earn reward but because we see it as a privilege.  Then indeed
the glory for anything done will go to the Lord for it is His power alone which produces the
result.  Then indeed will we not only be unable to claim any glory, we will have no desire
to do so!  Our reward will be the benefit of living in righteousness, e.g. joy of the Lord,
faith, peace.  Amen.

The Consistency Of God’s Principles

Background Reading:  Deuteronomy 32:3-4; Ecclesiastics 12:13

God’s basic principles concerning man’s conduct toward God and his fellow man are
the same in both the Old and New Testaments. They are, in fact, universal and still apply
today.  For  instance,  the principles  concerning moral  behaviour  contained within Paul’s
writings  parallel  corresponding  principles  outlined  in  Moses’  writings  in  the  Old
Testament. We can see an example of this in Ephesians 4:31-32 and Leviticus 19:17-18,
for scripture in both Old and New Testaments always reveals and confirms God’s basic
principles.

LEVITICUS 19:17  You shall not hate your brother in your heart . . .

LEVITICUS 19:18  You shall not avenge  (seek revenge) nor bear any grudge against
the children (one) of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself. I am
the Lord.

EPHESIANS 4:31  Let  all  bitterness,  and wrath,  and anger,  and clamour,  and evil
speaking, be put away from you, (along) with all malice:

EPHESIANS 4:32  And be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you (as we have been forgiven, so must we
forgive).

Another example is the directions which were given in the Old Testament concerning
the child’s relationship to his or her parents. These same directions are repeated in the New
Testament.
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DEUTERONOMY 5:16  Honour your father and your mother, as the Lord your God
has commanded you; that your days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with
you, in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

EXODUS 20:12  Honour your father and your mother: that your days may be long
upon the land which the Lord your God gives you.

EPHESIANS 6:1  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

EPHESIANS 6:2  Honour your father and mother; (which is the first commandment with
promise);

EPHESIANS 6:3  That it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth.

A further example concerns our relationship with God and our responsibility towards
Him.

DEUTERONOMY 10:12  And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of
you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to
serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul

MATTHEW 22:37  Jesus said unto him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”

As we can  see,  the  principles  expressed  within  these  Old  Testament  scriptures  are
universal and still apply to us today as Christians. As we continue this study on “law,” we
will see how the principles taught in the New Testament are derived from the teaching of
the Old Testament, and are foundational to our Christian walk today.

“. . .the principles taught in the New Testament are
derived from the teaching of the Old Testament, and

are foundational to our Christian walk today. . .”

The Choice Is Ours

Background Reading:  Joshua 24:14-18; Deuteronomy Chapter 28

Let’s turn to the Book of Deuteronomy:

DEUTERONOMY 11:26  Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse;

DEUTERONOMY 11:27  A blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your
God, which I command you this day:

DEUTERONOMY 11:28  And a curse, if you will not obey the commandments of the
Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day . . . 
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DEUTERONOMY 30:19  I (God) call heaven and earth to record this day against you
(as a witness), that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore
(you) choose life, that both you and your seed may live  (but the choice was still theirs,
even though the potential gains and losses had been clearly spelled out)

On examining these verses of scripture we can see that there are two ways set before us
by which we can choose to be either blessed or cursed.  And remember that the curse itself
is not the punishment.  Rather, we are subject to punishment because we are cursed.

If we obey God’s commandments, we will be blessed. If we choose not to obey God’s
commandments, however, we will be cursed to some degree. Therefore the responsibility
rests on our shoulders - for it is we who choose whether we will be blessed or cursed.
However we are not to obey God’s Law in the flesh.  Rather, we are to yield to the Spirit of
Grace.  Then we will fulfill the Law of God without any inward struggle, without us having
to focus on it.

Primarily it is not a matter of “doing,” or external obedience, or we would come back
under law.  Rather it is primarily a matter of empowerment so that we obey from the heart.
Therefore  it  comes  back  to  grace  -  for  salvation  both  positionally  and  experientially.
Obeying from the heart is a fruit of grace and such obedience pleases God.

Doing, obeying because of the law, involves self-empowered effort which does not, in
this  Age  of  Grace,  please  God.   It  is  by  grace  we  must  do  the  things  that  God  has
commanded, not self-effort.  Then the glory belongs to Him!

“. . .Therefore the responsibility rests on our
shoulders - for it is we who choose whether 

we will be blessed or cursed. . .”

Adam and Eve were blessed of  God until,  through an act  of their  free will,  they
sinned. At this point they became cursed with death, something God had warned them
would happen if they chose this particular course of action (Genesis 2:17). So through
sinning,  Adam and Eve placed themselves under a curse and began to operate under a
spiritual law known as the law of sin and death. This law means, in regard to spiritual life,
that if we are in a state of sin, we are dead to God. As Paul taught in Romans 6:23, “. . . the
wages of sin is death . . .” So Adam sinned and entered into the curse of spiritual death, he
and the myriad of descendants who would follow him.

ROMANS 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man (Adam) sin entered into the world (through
his disobedience), and death (separation from God) by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned (are born in a state of sin and are sinners)

Being under the law of sin and death simply means that because you have sinned,
you are subject to sin’s “rewards” or penalties - so if you sin in an area, you will reap
bondage. The ultimate example of being under the law of sin and death is people who are
unsaved.   They,  as  a  result  of  being  in  the  state  of  sin,  are  also  in  a  state  of  death
(separation from God), for “death” is where God’s presence is not.  And if they do not
come out from under the law of sin and death before they leave this life, they will pay its
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ultimate price, for they will be subject to the penalty or just recompense of everlasting
torment.  In other words, they will have to pay the price for their own sin, a punishment
which is ongoing and eternal.

“. . .Being under the law of sin and death simply
means that because you have sinned, you are subject

to sin’s “rewards” or penalties. . .”

Now as we live under the law of life (the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus:
Romans 8:2), we will be subject to the rewards or blessings of obedience, meaning that we
will be allowing God’s presence/power into areas of our lives.  And because Jesus suffered
the penalty of the law of sin and death on the cross, those who live and die in Him will not
be subject to this penalty.

So it is we who choose life or death, blessing or cursing, as we choose to either obey or
disobey God’s laws. He has already provided blessings for us, and this is His desire. But it
is we who carry the deciding vote in this process, for it is we who make the choice between
life or death in every area of our lives, on a moment by moment basis.  But remember our
will is only the trigger.  God’s grace will give us the power to obey from the heart as we
follow the prescribed order of His Word - which is to yield to the Holy Spirit so that this
power becomes available to us.

One writer speaks about the law of sin and death as follows:

THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH

“The Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul spoke of this of which we addressed as “the
law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2).  It is the strongest and most powerful force in the
world, in fact, stronger than anything else, with the exception of “The Law of the Spirit
(Holy Spirit) of Life in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:2).

When it  comes to this “law of sin  and death,”  willpower cannot overcome it,  fear
cannot overcome  it,  nor  any  method  devised  by  man.   This  is  where  the  world  runs
aground, and even the Church.  Regrettably, the Church attempts to face this monster in
much the same way the world does, by humanistic psychology, which affords no help at all.
And let me say that again:

I’m not meaning that humanistic psychology affords a little help; I am saying that it
affords no help at all.  In fact, it only does harm for the person, simply because it pulls
them away from the true help they can get in Christ Jesus.  And to be sure, the two,  the
Cross and psychology, cannot be mixed.  God needs no help, and the truth is, man has no
help to give Him.  Anything that man produces is labeled by God as “earthly, sensual,
devilish wisdom” (James 3:15).

Man desperately needs “The wisdom that is from above” (James 3:17).
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“. . .When it comes to this “law of sin and death,”
willpower cannot overcome it, fear cannot overcome

it, nor any method devised by man. . .”

WHAT IS THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS?

It pertains to the manner and the way the Holy Spirit works.  He is God; therefore, He
can do anything.

As well, the Holy Spirit abides, and does so permanently, in the heart and life of every
Believer (John 14:16-17).

We should understand that everything carried out on this Earth by the Godhead is
carried out exclusively through the Person of the Holy Spirit.  Even though the Holy Spirit
is God, and as such is everywhere, still, His sphere of operation is this Earth, and more
particularly, in the hearts and lives of God’s people.  So it should be understood that the
Holy Spirit definitely has more power than Satan, and can, therefore, put down “the law of
sin and death.”  But it’s the way that He does it, which is of critical significance.

If it is to be noticed, the manner in which the Holy Spirit works is referred to as a
“law.”  Now this means that it is inviolate, which means that it cannot be broken.  In other
words, the Holy Spirit has one way in which He works, and He will not deviate from that
way.

What is that way?
It is found in the words “in Christ Jesus.”  In other words, this great “Law” is found in

Christ and what Christ has done for us at the Cross.  Every time Paul uses the term, “in
Christ Jesus,” or one of its derivatives, such as “in the Lord,” without exception, he is
always speaking of what Christ did at the Cross on our behalf.

To be brief, it means that the Holy Spirit works within the confines of the Finished Work
of Christ, which refers to the Cross.

“. . .the Holy Spirit works within the confines 
of the Finished Work of Christ, which 

refers to the Cross. . .”

But yet, He doesn’t do all this automatically.  He requires Faith on our part, and when I
say Faith, I’m speaking of Faith in Christ and what Christ did at the Cross (Romans 6:3-5,
11, 14; 8:1-2; I Corinthians 1:18).” 2    (underlines added)

THE COVENANT OF GOD

Background Reading:  Genesis 17:1-8

Between the Fall  of  man and the  time of  Moses, various  blood Covenants  were
established by God with different groups and individuals. These were instituted as a means
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of holding eternal death at  bay for those who lived according to these Covenants. The
blood of the sacrifices atoned for (or covered) the sins of the people. This was only a
stopgap measure, however, for it could not release people from the power and the bondage
of sin, namely the sin nature which gives the power to sin.

During this period, God called a man named Abram to be the founder of a people who
would be His holy nation, His chosen possession of all the nations on the earth. God gave
to Abram special promises which related to an everlasting Covenant and the promise of a
Messiah Who would deal decisively with the terrible sin problem that afflicted all mankind.
God promised Abram or Abraham, as he came to be called, that through him, all the nations
of the earth would be blessed. This promise obviously pointed to the Messiah Who would
come forth as  one of  Abraham’s descendants.  The Word of God reveals  that  Abraham
believed  God  and  it  was  credited  to  him  as  righteousness.  In  other  words,  Abraham
believed God’s promises, and because of his faith was considered “righteous,” meaning he
had rightstanding with God.

Later, when Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt, God gave His people the
following  promise:  “Now  therefore,  if  you  will  obey  My  voice  indeed,  and  keep  My
Covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people . . and you shall
be unto Me a kingdom of priests and an holy nation . . .” (Exodus 19:5-6).

“. . .This covenantal promise, however, was
conditional upon the people obeying God’s laws

which He delivered to Moses on Mount Sinai. . .”

This covenantal promise, however, was conditional upon the people obeying God’s
laws which He delivered to Moses on Mount Sinai. This very detailed body of regulations
covered every aspect of life and was known as the Mosaic Law. The Old Testament Saints
were those of God’s people who sought to obey the regulations of the Mosaic Law and
whose sins were covered by the blood sacrifices.  Note that other Old Testament Saints
existed prior to the Mosaic Law, being those who believed in the Covenant.

Now the Mosaic Law was never intended to replace the Covenant of Grace made with
Abraham.  It was never intended to become a means of “salvation by works” - it was the
means by which God revealed to Israel His righteous standards, which, through experience,
they found they were unable to keep.

The  continuity  and  preservation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  is  clearly  laid  out  in
scripture.

GALATIANS 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He said not,
“And to seeds”, as of many; but as of one, “And to your seed,” which is Christ.

GALATIANS 3:17 And this I say, that the Covenant, that was confirmed before of God
in Christ, the Law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul,
that it should make the promise of none effect.

GALATIANS 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the Law, it is no more of promise: but
God gave it to Abraham by promise.
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Wuest, speaking of Galatians 3:16-18, addresses the issue of the Covenant as follows:
“Verse sixteen. The promises were made to Abraham and to his seed, Christ. But when

Christ is seen as seed of Abraham here, all those saved by Him are included. The word
seed when used in  the singular number in  the Old Testament  means progeny.  Thus to
Abraham personally and to all those who by faith in Christ are brought into salvation,
were the promises made. The fact that the promises were made to Abraham and to all
believers all down the ages who follow Abraham in his act of faith, indicates that the faith
way of salvation existed before the law was given, continued through the time the law was
in force, and still is in effect after the abrogation of the law at the Cross . Thus the entrance
of the law did not affect the covenant at all.

Translation. Now to Abraham were made the promises, and to his seed. He does not
say, And to the seeds, as in respect to many (seeds), but in respect to one (seed), and to
your seed who is Christ.

“. . .the faith way of salvation existed before the law
was given, continued through the time the law was in

force, and still is in effect after the abrogation 
of the law at the Cross. . .”

Verse  seventeen.  The  words  “And  this  I  say,”  take  up  for  the  purpose  of  further
argument or explanation a thought which has already been expressed. In verse 16, Paul
has by inference hinted at what he states plainly in this verse. The figure of 430 years, Paul
probably took from Exodus 12:40. The statement of the length of time that elapsed between
the giving of the covenant to Abraham and the giving of the law to Moses, implies that the
law was something new and different which could not therefore be an element forming part
of the promise. The longer the covenant was in force as the alone method upon which God
operated in the saving of sinners, the more impressive is Paul’s statement. God was saving
men on the basis of faith without works since the time of Adam, or 2,500 years before the
law was given. The law was in force from Moses to Christ, or for a period of 1500 years.
At  the Cross it  was abrogated.  The Judaizers  not only attempted to  retain the Mosaic
institutions for the Jews, but tried to impose them upon the Gentiles, to whom that law was
never given. This was what Paul was fighting.

Paul’s argument therefore is as follows. If a covenant once in force cannot be changed
or  rendered  void  by  any  subsequent  action,  God’s  covenant  with  Abraham cannot  be
changed or rendered void by the subsequent law. If this principle holds good in a human
covenant, much more is it true when God makes the covenant, since God is more certainly
true to His promise than man.

Translation. This now is what I mean. A covenant previously established by God,18 the
law, which came after four hundred and thirty years, does not render void, with the result
that the promise becomes inoperative.

Verse eighteen. Paul’s argument in this verse is, that if the law affects the promise at
all, it renders it null and void. It cannot be added to it without destroying it. Salvation must
rest either upon the promise or upon the law. The Judaizers claimed that it rested upon the
promise and the law. But Paul has shown that the law did not abrogate the promise, and
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thus it had no effect upon it. Thus, if as the Judaizers say, the inheritance is on the basis of
law obedience,  then it  is  not  on the basis  of  promise.  But,  Paul  adds,  God gave it  to
Abraham on the basis of promise. That settled the matter. The words, law and promise are
without the definite article, indicating that Paul is speaking of them here in their character
of two opposing principles.

“. . .Salvation must rest either upon the promise 
or upon the law. . .”

The  word  “gave”  is  from  charizomai (χαριζομαι).  This  is  a  specialized  word.  It
denotes not merely a gift, but a gift which is given out of the spontaneous generosity of the
giver’s heart, with no strings tied to it. The Greek word  grace (charis (χαρις)) has the
same root and the same meaning. Thus the word refers, not to an undertaking based upon
terms of mutual agreement, but upon the free act of one who gives something, expecting no
pay for it. This at once shows the difference between law and grace. If salvation were by
obedience to the law, that would mean that it would be based upon a mutual agreement
between God and the sinner whereby God would obligate Himself to give salvation to any
sinner  who  would  earn  it  by  obedience  to  the  law.  But  the  very  genius  of  the  word
charizomai (χαριζομαι) militates  against  the  teaching  of  the  Judaizers,  namely,  that
salvation is by works. There is a Greek word huposchesis (ὑποσχεσις) which is used of
an offer based upon the terms of a mutual agreement. But it is not used here.

Furthermore, the verb gave is in the perfect tense here, which tense speaks of a past
completed act having present results. The past act of God giving the inheritance on the
basis of a promise, has present results, present to the writer. God gave the inheritance to
Abraham by promise 2000 B.C. The results of this act were still in existence in the century
when Paul wrote.  The law was given 1500   B.C.  ,  and the promise still held good after the
law came and had been set aside.

Translation. For if  the inheritance is from law (as a method of divine dealing),  no
longer is it  from promise (as a method of divine dealing). But to Abraham through the
intermediate instrumentality of promise God has in grace freely bestowed it.” 3 

(underlines added)

Why Was The Mosaic Law Introduced ?

Background Reading:  Galatians 3:19-24

The Law of God was given or exposed through the Mosaic Covenant which had three
aspects:

1. The Ceremonial - which pointed to Christ in all its type-patterns.

2. The Moral - which continues today for it reveals God’s standards regarding how we
are to relate to both Him and our neighbour.
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3. The Civil - which was unique to Israel as a society existing for God’s purposes.

The precise discipline of the Mosaic Law was introduced to the Israelite nation for
several reasons.

1. It revealed the holy nature of God. Thus Paul describes the Law as “holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good” (Romans 7:12).

2. It was “added because of transgressions” (Galatians 3:19), meaning that it revealed
sin for  what  it  was -  not  just  a  deviation from the right  course of  action but  a
violation  of  God’s  laws.  Before  the  Law  was  given,  there  was  no  actual
transgression  (violation)  of  the  Law  -  “For  where  no  law  is,  there  is  no
transgression” (Romans 4:15.) And  “. . .  until the  (Mosaic) Law sin was in the
world: but sin is not imputed (as a transgression) when there is no law” : Romans
5:13. So sin was rampant before the Law was given, but after this event, sin took on
a whole new meaning. Sin then became a transgression, or an open violation, in full
knowledge, of God’s laws. Thus the Mosaic Law was given to educate man in the
utter seriousness of sin - to show man that sin was really open rebellion against God
and thereby to bring man to the position where he would fear the wrath of God.

“. . .the Mosaic Law was given to educate man in the
utter seriousness of sin - to show man that sin was

really open rebellion against God. . .”

3. It was intended to help make the nation of Israel, through whom would come the
promised Redeemer, “an holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6; Leviticus 19:2) - to keep His
chosen people separate unto God, so that He could bring the Saviour into the world
through them.

4. It was intended to be an external and temporary discipline to provide them with
boundaries  up  until  the  time  when  justification  would  be  available  by  faith
(Galatians 3:23-24). Indeed the Mosaic Law could only expose the terrible ugliness
of sin.  It could not deal with sin - the domination of the sin nature.  Because man
was powerless to obey the Law, it could not, as an external code, free the people
from the deadly grip of this insidious enemy, i.e. the sin nature.

5. It  was also intended, in the truest  sense,  to point out the hopelessness of man’s
efforts, in his own flesh, to meet all the requirements of the Mosaic Law and indeed
all the laws of God. Thus the Law was intended to make people aware of their need
for a Saviour, and to lead them to Christ. He therefore does not nullify the Law - for
Christ is its proper goal and fulfillment. Thus: “It (the Law) was added because of
transgressions,  till  the seed should come to Whom the promise was made .  .  .”
(Galatians 3:19). The “seed” referred to here is of course Jesus.

GALATIANS 3:19  Wherefore then serves the Law?  (What good is the Law?)  It was
added because of transgressions  (was given to define sin), till the seed should come to
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whom the Promise was made (Christ is the Promise); and it was ordained by Angels in
the hand of a mediator. (Moses was the mediator of the Law.)  (E.S.B.)

Scofield answers the question posed by Galatians 3:19 as follows:
“(3:19) The answer to this question is six-fold:
(1) The law was added because of transgressions, i.e. to give to sin the character of

transgression.
(a) Men had been sinning before Moses but, in the absence of law, their sins were not

put to their account (Romans 5:13); the law gave to sin the character of transgression, i.e.
of personal guilt.

(b) Also, since men not only continued to transgress after the law was given, but were
provoked to transgress by the very law which forbade it (Romans 7:8), the law conclusively
proved the inveterate sinfulness of man’s nature (Romans 7:11-13).

(2) The law, therefore, “concluded all under sin” (cp. Romans 3:19-20, 23).
(3) The law was an ad interim dealing, “till the Seed should come” (v.19)
(4) The law shut sinful man up to faith as the only avenue of escape (v.23).
(5)  The law was to the Jews what the child-discipliner (Gk.  Paidagogos)  was in a

Greek  household,  a  custodian  of  children  in  their  minority,  and  it  had this  character
“unto” (i.e. until) Christ (vv. 23-25, note; 4:1-2). And
(6) Christ having come, the believer is no longer under the child-discipliner (i.e. the law,
v.25), but has become a disciple (i.e.  learner) of Christ  Himself (Matthew 11:29; Luke
10:39; John 17:6-8; Titus 2:11-13).” 4

“. . .the moral principles of God, or the spirit of the
Mosaic Law, had always been written on man’s heart

(his conscience) and the Fall of man had not
obliterated this instinctive knowledge of sin. . .”

Before  the  Mosaic  Law  was  handed  down to  the  Israelites,  mankind  was  still
accountable to God for his actions. This is because the moral principles of God, or the spirit
of the Mosaic Law, had always been written on man’s heart (his conscience) and the Fall of
man had not obliterated this instinctive knowledge of sin (this is,  or course, unless the
conscience had been seared by active sin or cultural dictates).

Paul outlines this principle of the accountability of unsaved man in Romans 2:14-15. 

ROMANS 2:14  For when the Gentiles, who have not the Law (of Moses), do by nature
the things contained in  (required by) the Law  (as directed by their conscience),  these,
having not the Law, are a law unto themselves (having been given a standard of right and
wrong through their conscience):

ROMANS 2:15  Which show the work of the Law written in their hearts (means that no
one,  whomever they might be and wherever they might be, is absent  of all  Light),  their
conscience also bearing witness (but which can be seared), and their thoughts the mean
while accusing or else excusing one another (conscience does not prove a reliable guide,
as is proclaimed here); (E.S.B.)
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Here we see that even the Gentiles, who did not have access to the Mosaic Law, were
still  responsible  to  God  for  obeying  the  principles  which  were  written  on  their  hearts
(consciences).

Note: Although this is true, as Christians, our spirit still needs to be educated through
the renewing of the mind so that it can discern between good and evil (Hebrews 5:14). In
this way, the conscience (the voice of our spirit enmeshed with God’s nature) can check us
in all that we do. The more we obey our trained conscience, the stronger its voice will
become. The more mankind sins, however, the more his conscience will become seared,
warped or oblivious to sin. For this reason the conscience is not a totally reliable guide, the
only answer being to follow the Spirit in all things (Romans 8:1).  Renald Showers writes
of “The Human Conscience” as follows:

“Paul referred to the human conscience in Romans 2:14-15.  Every human is born with
a  conscience;  therefore,  God  can  use  the  conscience  to  reveal  truths  to  all  mankind.
Through the conscience, God reveals that right and wrong actually exist and that humans
are responsible for what they do and don’t do.  The conscience gives people a sense of guilt
when they do something wrong, and peace when they act in accordance with what they
believe is right.

“. . .The conscience gives people a sense of guilt
when they do something wrong, and peace when they
act in accordance with what they believe is right. . .”

God’s revelation through the conscience can be limited in two ways.  First, by doing the
same wrong repeatedly,  people can sear their consciences, making them so insensitive to
the wrong that they no longer bother them (1 Tim.4:2).  Second, people’s culture educates
their consciences concerning the specifics of right and wrong.  If their culture has taught
them concepts of right and wrong contrary to God’s standards, then their consciences will
not be an accurate guide in every instance.  In light of this, when people become saved,
they may have to reeducate their consciences to bring their specific concepts of right and
wrong into conformity with God’s standards (Romans 12:-1-2; Ephesians 4:17-6:9).” 5

(underlines added)

The Nature Of the Law And Its Relationship To The Cross

One writer gives a clear outline of the Law, what it could and couldn’t do, and how it
relates to us as Christians today.

THE LAW OF GOD

“In the Law, God sets forth His Standard of Righteousness, in other words, what a man
ought to be.  He then pronounces a curse on him if he doesn’t measure up.  But irrespective
as to how much man may claim that he is what he ought to be, he finds that when he looks
at himself in the light of the Law of God, he actually is the very thing which the Law
condemns.
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Paul tells us that “the law entered that the offence might abound,” showing us the very
real object of the Law (Romans 5:20).

The Law is like a mirror which is let down from Heaven, which shows man what he is,
which to say the least, is not good at all, but gives man no means to rectify the situation.  It
reveals the crookedness, but does not remove it.  Furthermore, the mirror did not create the
evil it severely points out, but simply reveals what’s already there.  Thus it is with the Law;
it does not create the evil in man’s heart, and neither does it remove it; but, with unerring
accuracy, it reveals it.

“. . .Thus it is with the Law; it does not create the evil
in man’s heart, and neither does it remove it; but,

with unerring accuracy, it reveals it. . .”

THE NATURE OF THE LAW

If it is to be noticed, the Law constantly tells us not to do certain things.  It is fashioned
in this manner, simply because it is in our fallen nature to, in fact, do these things.  But
because our nature is  fallen,  we cannot  rectify  the situation,  even if  we know what  is
wrong.  And that’s man’s basic problem.

He knows there is something wrong.  At times he will refuse to admit it, but his actions
portray the fact that he knows there is a severe difficulty in his nature.  He claims that it
can be rectified with this or that method, but he always fails, as he has been failing now for
nearly 6,000 years of recorded history.

One of the reasons that the Law does not address itself to the Believer and the Believer
is not to address himself to the Law, which we will say more about momentarily, is simply
because the Divine Nature now rests within the heart and life of the one who has accepted
Christ (II Peter 1:4).

If it is to be noticed, a child does not have to be taught to lie; they just do it naturally.
It has to be taught to tell the truth.  A child doesn’t have to be taught to steal; it will just do
it on its own initiative.  It has to be taught not to steal.  Now why is this so?

It is so simply because of the fallen nature of every human being, all due to the Fall.  To
claim that man has not suffered a Fall is to deny the obvious, and to accept the ridiculous!

THE CHRISTIAN AND THE LAW

Due to the fact that Paul dealt more with the Law than anything else, even though he
was dealing primarily with Gentiles, who in fact, didn’t know very much about the Law, if
anything at all, tells us of the severity of this problem.

There is something about the Law of God, which is God’s Standard of Righteousness,
which challenges man, which perhaps it is intended to do.  Of course, I’m speaking of
Believers.

The Believer is so easily enticed, not by the Law, it merely being the vehicle which
serves as the means.  The enticement is a leftover from the Fall, despite the fact that we’re
speaking here of redeemed men.  In other words, Believers tend to think that because they
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are new creations in Christ Jesus, they can do all things.  Whereas they were not able to
keep the Law of God, when in an unredeemed state, they seem to think that now it can be
done.

All  of  this  comes  from an improper  understanding  of  the  Cross,  to  which  we will
address ourselves to a greater extent momentarily.

However, we must understand that the Christian is not to expose himself to the Law in
any fashion.  Jesus has already served as our Substitute as it regards the Law.  On our
behalf,  and totally on our behalf,  He kept it perfectly and in every respect.  As well,  He
suffered its penalty on the Cross, which relieved us of that terrible judgement, which was
due us.

“. . .Jesus has already served as our Substitute as it
regards the Law.  On our behalf, and totally on our
behalf, He kept it perfectly and in every respect. . .”

The Believer must understand that if regeneration does not take us off the ground of
Law, it cannot take us beyond the range of the curse of the Law.  If the Christian is under
the former, that is, under Law, he is, of necessity, exposed to the latter as well!

The Believer has perfection in Christ.  But he must ever understand that it is not by
Law, but rather by Grace.  We cannot, and in fact we must not even try to confound the two
economies.  Scripture largely and distinctly declares that we are not justified by the Law;
nor is the Law our rule of life.  That which can only curse can never justify, and that which
can only kill can never be a rule of life (Romans 6:14; Galatians 2:21).

LEGALISM

Mackintosh says: “there is no evil or error more abominable in the sight of the Lord
than legalism.”

We should hearken to the strong language, the accents of righteous indignation, which
fell from the Holy Spirit, in reference to those Teachers of the Law - “I would they were
even cut off which trouble you” (Galatians 5:12).

Thus, it is obvious that the Law is neither the ground of life to the sinner nor the rule of
life to the Christian:  Christ is both the one and the other - He is our life and He is our rule
of life.

Let me ask a question!
Will the Commandment, “You shall not steal” stop the thief from stealing?  The same

can be asked of all the other Commandments.
While  the Law might  make the thief  realize  that  there are consequences,  it  can do

nothing to check his evil nature that desires to take that which belongs to someone else.
There has to be a new heart to address that problem, which can only be given by Christ.

We might ask the question “Is not the Law perfect?  And if perfect, what more would
you have?”

To be sure, the Law is Divinely perfect.  But, it is the very perfection of the Law which
causes it to curse and slay those who are not perfect, if they attempt to stand before it.  The
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Scripture  comes  screaming  at  us,  “The  Law  is  spiritual,  but  I  am  carnal”
(Romans ,Chpt.7).

When this perfect Law comes in contact with fallen humanity, even redeemed humanity,
and we try to meet it head on, in effect trying to do what Jesus Alone could do, we find that
it only “works wrath,” in our lives (Romans 4:15; 8:7).

THE CROSS AND THE LAW

The Believer is to ignore the Law.  As stated, it  has been satisfied in Christ.  If  he
places his Faith totally in Christ, and the Finished Work of Christ, the Holy Spirit will
work grandly within his life, and do so on a perpetual, continuous basis, and the demands
of the Law will then be met because it was all met in Christ.

However, these demands will be met without the Believer having to address himself to
the subject whatsoever.  The Believer’s life is to be a life of Faith, and I speak of Faith in
Christ, and Faith in Christ exclusively, which refers to what Christ did at the Cross.  That
alone is our victory!  That alone is our power!  (I Corinthians 1:18).

Then the Law is kept, and kept perfectly, without us even having to think about it.  But
unfortunately, much, if not most, of the Church world opts for law, rather than the Cross.
Such a path is a path of destruction!  There is nothing in the Law but wrath, whereas there
is nothing in the Cross but victory!” 6

(underlines added.)

“. . .There is nothing in the Law but wrath, whereas
there is nothing in the Cross but victory. . .”

The Limitations Of The Law Of Moses

      Continuing with our examination of the Law and its limitations, we know that “death
(the penalty for sin) reigned from Adam to Moses” (Romans 5:14), being the evidence that
sin  was  still  very  much  in  existence  before  the  Law was  given.  When  the  Law was
revealed, however, it defined sin clearly as a transgression of God’s laws, a breaking of the
rules, a rebellion against authority. It narrowed the focus of the Israelite people and brought
them under discipline till the One should come Who would fulfill its purpose.

The Mosaic Law is sometimes seen in a very negative light, as legalistic, cold and
condemnatory. However Paul shows us that the Mosaic Law was totally holy and good.

ROMANS 7:12 Wherefore the Law is Holy (points to the fact that it is God’s Revelation
of  Himself;  the  problem  is  not  in  the  Law  of  God,  the  problem  is  in  us) ,  and  the
Commandment Holy, and just, and good (the Law is like a mirror which shows man what
he is, but contains no power to change him). (E.S.B.)

The problem was, as we have learned, that while it identified and condemned sin, it
made no provision, gave no empowerment, for meeting its just requirements. In fact the
more awareness the Law brought of sin, and the more it condemned and forbade sin, the
more it actually created the conditions for sin to increase. Thus it gave no ability to control
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sin and in the process of making sin more recognizable, actually stirred up sinful passions
which had lain dormant. This is because being prohibited from doing something usually
awakens a desire for this very thing - thus the saying, “forbidden fruit tastes sweeter.” Paul
speaks of this process in Romans 7:7-10. He concludes that the Law is holy and spiritual
but  that  its  application  brought  not  freedom  but  increased  bondage  to  unregenerated
humanity, dominated by the sin nature.
 Thus the Mosaic Law was intended, in the truest sense, to reveal to man his utter
sinfulness and the hopelessness of his condition - and consequently to lead him to look not
inwardly for redemption but outwardly.  As a result, he would then be lead to throw himself
on the mercy and grace of God, realising his helplessness and hopelessness.  Some did this,
from  time  to  time,  but  unfortunately  most  did  not,  and  so  continued  along  the  same
pathway, steeped in sin.  Only the promised Saviour, to Whom the sin of the world was
imputed, could free man from the power of sin and enable him to live not under the law of
sin and death but the Law of Life (which entails not only spiritual union with God, but
empowerment through the Divine Nature to live according to His righteous standards).

Paul actually calls the Law the “ministration of death” (2 Corinthians 3:7) because the
Law pronounced a curse upon those who did not obey all its demands (Galatians 3:10;
Deuteronomy 27:26), and no man could keep all its requirements. Thus under the Mosaic
Law, it was revealed that the curse came upon all. The Divine curse, however, had been in
existence long before the Law, for Adam came under its jurisdiction when he sinned and
died spiritually. But the Mosaic Law and even the spirit of the Law written upon the hearts
of men declared “all the world . . guilty before God” (Romans 3:19).

Nevertheless, within the limitations of the Law there was provision for victory in the
sense that, if people lived in obedience to the conditions of the Covenant, they were able to
enter Abraham’s Bosom after physical death. Provision was made for their sin, which was
inevitable, through the atoning sacrifices. In this way, the people’s sins were covered over
until the time when the Lamb of God (Who became the perfect sacrifice) would pay the
price for their full redemption.  Christ’s finished work at the Cross would not only break
sin’s grip, but also give born-again Believers the power to live a righteous life via the
energies and graces of His Divine Nature.  Thus the Law functioned as a pathway to lead
the Old Testament  Saints  to the holding place known as Abraham’s Bosom. This  was,
however,  a  pathway  with  a  dead  end.  If  Christ  had  not  died  and  fulfilled  all  the
requirements of the law of sacrifice, the Old Testament Saints would never have been able
to enter heaven.

“. . .The Mosaic Law, in itself, was never intended 
to be a means by which righteousness 

could be attained before God. . .”

The Mosaic Law, in itself, was never intended to be a means by which righteousness
could  be  attained  before  God.  Thus  it  was  never  intended  to  be  a  means  of  earning
salvation. It was never intended as a replacement for the Covenant of Grace made with
Abraham.  Just as Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness, this was to be the
pattern for our own justification, that being by faith. Keeping the Mosaic Law was never
intended to be a competing means of righteousness. It was a temporary provision brought
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alongside grace to reveal God’s righteous standards and to show sinners their need of a
Saviour.

GALATIANS 3:23   But  before  Faith  came  (actually  says  in  the  Greek,  “before  the
Faith”; in short, it refers to “Jesus Christ and Him Crucified”), we were kept under the
Law (actually means, “to keep inward under lock and key”), shut up unto the Faith which
should afterwards be revealed.  (This proclaims the fact that the Law pointed to Christ,
always to Christ.)  (E.S.B.)

GALATIANS  3:24   Wherefore  the  Law  was  our  schoolmaster  (should  have  been
translated, “guardian”) to bring us unto Christ (proclaims what the end result of the Law
was intended to be), that we might be justified by Faith.  (This proclaims to us that the
Law had no permanent function, but served only until Christ would come.  It is only by Faith
in Christ that one can be justified.)  (E.S.B.)

“The idea is, that if the Law was not intended to take the place of the Covenant, which
it didn’t; consequently,  the Law must have been given for some purpose entirely different
from that of the Promise.  No one can doubt the soundness of this argument.

The promise to Abraham was of the nature of a contract, and no Law given by one of
the parties to a treaty or contract can disannul it.

Two  nations  make  a  treaty  of  peace,  involving  solemn  promises,  pledges,  and
obligations.  No law made afterwards by one of the nations can disannul or change that
treaty.  Two men make a contract with solemn pledges and promises.  No act of one of the
parties can change that, or alter the conditions.  So it was with the Covenant between God
and Abraham; which in fact, is still in force presently.

God made to him solemn Promises,  which could not be affected by a future giving of
the Law,  or anything else for that matter.  God would feel Himself to be under the most
solemn obligation to fulfill all the Promises which He had made to him, and which were
fulfilled in Christ.  Consequently, as long as Christ is alive, the Abrahamic Covenant will
remain in force.” 7

(underlines added)

“. . .Keeping the Mosaic Law was never intended to
be a competing means of righteousness. . .”

We see from Galatians 3:24 that the ultimate purpose of the Mosaic Law was to
lead people to Christ, so they could depend on God’s provision of grace through Him.  Its
ultimate purpose was certainly not to produce justification through works - and this is what
the Pharisees later came to be guilty of. They obeyed the letter of the Law in an appearance
of  righteousness,  but  denied  the  spirit  of  it  (Matthew 23:23-24).   And no one can  be
counted  righteous  before  God  by  works  of  the  flesh,  for  man  cannot  fully  obey  the
righteous laws of God by his own self-effort. Nor can he do anything which would merit
salvation. He is indeed guilty, for “ there is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10),
“and all our righteousnesses  (righteous acts) are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6) before the
Lord and His standard of righteousness.
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Concerning the Mosaic Law, if you failed in only one part of it, you were considered
guilty of it all.  This is like a small amount of poison contaminating the whole body.

Note: As in Jesus’ day, when the Mosaic Law became a stumbling block to the religious
people who obeyed the letter of the Law and thought they were righteous, today the same
problem exists  in  regard  to  the Bible’s  moral  standards.  Many unsaved people  live  in
bondage today because they try to live according to the Bible’s basic moral standards or
principles in order to obtain God’s favour and even secure a place in heaven. Now it is not
possible to gain God’s favour without Jesus. This approach simply represents man trying to
please God on his own terms, which is in fact self-rule, and living in bondage as a result.
Bondage in this case relates to ignorance, for on the basis of their own good works, such
people often believe they are right with God when in fact  this is  not so (“If  my good
outweighs my bad I will enter heaven,” etc.).  In their ignorance they also feel that they
have no need for a Saviour. But we can understand that if an external code could have dealt
with the problem of sin and bridged the gap between God and man, Jesus would not have
had to die!!

‘. . .the ultimate purpose of the Mosaic Law was to
lead people to Christ, so they could depend on God’s

provision of grace through Him. . .”

“The Covenant of Grace with Abraham was unconditional.  And then 430 years later
God added the Law.  Abraham was under Grace, Isaac was under Grace, Jacob was under
Grace, the Children of Israel were under Grace while they were slaves in Egypt.  They
were delivered from Egypt by Grace, they crossed the Red Sea by Grace, and then when
they reaching Mount Sinai, God added the Law.

The Law did not supplant Grace.  It did not take the place of Grace.  It did not annul
the Promises of Grace.  It was added and Israel was still under Grace when God added the
Law.

Read again Galatians 3:17 - the giving of the Law did not make void the Covenant of
Grace made to Israel.   It  was added to Grace, so that Israel was under a Law which
condemned them, but thank God also under Grace which made provision for a broken Law,
through the sacrifices, which always pointed to Christ.  If Grace had been removed when
Israel was given the Law, they would all have perished.” 8

(underlines added)

GOD’S MORAL ABSOLUTES

When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, the real issues of right and wrong
were addressed at a moral level.  These absolutes have not changed.

Now it was and still is impossible for unregenerate man to produce anything that is
good and lasting.  Good only comes from God, and His laws are both good and constant.
Man’s laws change with shifting cultural dictates and can become evil, and thus totally at
odds with God’s inviolable moral absolutes.  For example, today unregenerate man says
according to law (the law of the land) that it’s acceptable to have an abortion if the mother
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chooses to do so.  But God says, “You shall not murder.”  See the difference!  The water of
God’s Word, being the holy standard of God’s law on the matter, does not mix with the oily
contaminant of self-rule with no regard for human life.  In fact the law of the land in many
countries of the so-called “civilized world” gives mothers a legal knife so they can, in all
“clear conscience,” stab the child in their womb, causing a mortal blow.  Whether these
babies  die  inside  their  womb  or  on  a  kidney  tray  gasping  for  breath  is  not  even  a
consideration  in  their  decision.   Shame on  the  law  makers  and  cowardly  self-serving
politicians who remain quiet on this abomination. They are guilty as well as the parents of
the murdered unborn, and the blood of these babies is on their hands!  All one day will be
accountable for their atrocities.  Today society pays the price with a curse.  But remember
that our God of love is still calling all to repent and be saved, forgiven and cleansed.

‘. . .When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments,
the real issues of right and wrong were addressed at a
moral level.  These absolutes have not changed. . .”

The Ten Commandments constitute the moral heart of the Old Covenant.  While the
Old Covenant was a ministry of condemnation and the New Covenant is a ministry of
righteousness, nevertheless, the moral laws of the Old Covenant are still incumbent upon
us as Believers to obey today.

As it says in the Pulpit Commentary:
“The perpetual obligation of the Law given under the old covenant, . . . appears to be

emphatically affirmed by our Lord : “I came not to destroy the Law, but to fulfil: for verily
I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
away  from  the  Law,  till  all  things  be  accomplished”  (Matthew  5:17-18).   And  the
recognition  of  this  principle  underlies  all  His  moral  teaching;  as,  for  example,  in  the
sermon on the mount; in His controversies with the Jewish rabbis; in such passages as
Mark 10:19; Matthew 22:37-40.  The moral Law given in the Old Testament amalgamates
itself with that given in the New, forming one whole.” 9

(underlines added)

The rule of  life, however,  is  now not  mere obedience to the directives of the Ten
Commandments, with the exception of the fourth, but faith in the Word of God - and proper
faith is only possible when man’s spirit is energized by the Divine Nature.  Then we are
empowered both to desire and to do God’s will.

So God’s gift is Himself flowing through us.  In fact His Nature can infuse into our
nature to cause a holy passion to flood our soul so that it rules our behaviour towards God
and man.

The Mosaic Law was an external way of God establishing His moral absolutes in the
lives of the Israelites.  The New Covenant is an internal way of God establishing His moral
absolutes in the hearts and lives of Christians.  Because we are regenerated and so belong
to Him, God now can write His moral absolutes on our hearts.

Prior to the Cross, God could not write His laws on men’s hearts because He did not
own their hearts:
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JEREMIAH 31:33  “But this shall be the Covenant that I will make with the House of
Israel; After those days,” saith the Lord, “I will put My Law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people.”  (“The
Covenant” spoken of here, as stated, is the “New Covenant,” that which we have in our
present Bibles.  The phrase, “After those days, saith the Lord,” refers to the intervening time
from the days of Jeremiah even unto the Second Coming, at which time Israel will  then
accept the New Covenant, i.e.,“Christ.”) (E.S.B.)

HEBREWS 10:16  “This is the Covenant that I will make with them after those days,”
says the Lord, “I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write
them  (this is the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit  through the provisions of the New
Covenant);

HEBREWS 10:17  And their sins  and  iniquities  will  I  remember no  more.”  (Psalm
103:12)

Unregenerate man himself had to write God’s laws on his own heart:

PROVERBS 3:3  Let not mercy and truth forsake you: bind them about your neck;
write them upon the table of your heart

“. . .we can see clearly that, despite the different
means of bringing His moral absolutes to man, these

moral absolutes are just that - God’s eternal and
unchangeable standards of righteousness. . .”

However we can see clearly that, despite the different means of bringing His moral
absolutes  to man, these moral absolutes  are just  that  -  God’s eternal and unchangeable
standards of righteousness.  Therefore it has been said that:

“. . . the abolition of the whole Mosaic Law does not set man free from the  eternal,
unchangeable, moral absolutes of God.  Although the Mosaic Law did present God’s moral
absolutes,  it  was  only  one  of  His  ways  of  administering  His  eternal,  unchangeable
absolutes to one nation of people (Israel) during one period of history (from Sinai to the
death of Christ).  Thus, the abolition of the Mosaic Law involved only the abolition of one
way of God’s administering His absolutes, not the abolition of the absolutes themselves.” 

Clearly “. . . since God’s moral absolutes are eternal and unchangeable, they were in
effect before God instituted the Mosaic Law at Mount Sinai.  This means that prior to
Mount Sinai God administered His unchangeable absolutes in ways other than the Mosaic
Law.  It also means that God’s eternal moral absolutes can be in effect without the Mosaic
Law being in effect.”

Finally, “The Old Covenant Mosaic Law was an external way of God’s administering
His absolutes.  The Law was written on stone outside the people.  Since the death of Christ,
God has been administering His moral absolutes in the internal way of the New Covenant,
with His rule of life  written in people’s hearts (Jer.31:33; Ezek.36:26-27; 2 Corinthians
3:3).  The internal way of the New Covenant is different from and superior to the external
way of the Old Covenant Mosaic Law (2 Corinthians 3:3-11).  The moral absolutes have
not changed, but God’s ways of administering those absolutes has changed.” 10
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(underlines added)

OUR POSITION TODAY

Background Reading:  Romans 8:1-17

To the impossible situation of man’s helplessness and hopelessness, God brought the
Redeemer. The Holy One of God, the innocent Lamb, would first of all satisfy the just
demands of the laws of God Himself by remaining sinless and pure for the whole term of
His earthly life.  As has been said, Jesus kept the Law of God totally and perfectly on our
behalf, remaining sinless for His whole earthly walk.  He then suffered the penalty of the
Law on the Cross, becoming a curse for us, on our behalf and in our place (Galatians 3:13).
Therefore as the substitutionary sacrifice (“. . . without the shedding of blood there is no
remission [forgiveness]” -  Hebrews 9:22), He paid the penalty for the sins of the whole
world, thus enabling a holy and righteous God to grant mercy to the sinner on the basis that
perfect justice has been satisfied:

ROMANS 5:18  Therefore as by the offence (sinful action) of one  (Adam) judgement
came upon all men to condemnation  (all are sinners and are lost, separated from God);
even so by the righteousness of one (the one act of righteousness by Jesus) the free gift
came upon all men (who believe) unto justification of life (union with God).

ROMANS 5:19  For as by one man’s disobedience many (all in fact) were made sinners,
so by the obedience of one  (even unto death) shall many be made righteous  (all who
believe and receive Jesus as Lord).

“. . .Jesus provided the legal means of freedom 
for humanity by giving Himself as 

the perfect sin offering. . .”

Jesus provided the legal means of freedom for humanity by giving Himself as the
perfect sin offering. Thus the writer of Hebrews tells us that the sacrifices required by the
ceremonial laws under the Mosaic code were only  “a shadow” or a type-pattern of that
which was to come - Christ’s sacrifice. This was because “it is not possible that the blood
of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4). As we have learned, these
sacrifices, being a type of the Christ to come, only held eternal death at bay. They could not
deal with it, nor wipe the slate clean - only cover over, atone. Because Christ fulfilled all
righteousness,  however,  those  who  accept  Him  as  Saviour  and  Lord  can  have  His
righteousness legally imputed to them. This means that just as the sin of the world was
imputed  to  Jesus,  His  righteousness  is  imputed  to  those  who  believe.  This  is  the
mystery of the Gospel - the Great Exchange.  Jesus paid a debt He did not owe, and we
owed a debt we could not pay. It is only in accepting Christ’s work on our behalf that we
can  stand  in  a  position  of  righteousness  before  God  and  fulfill  all  God’s  righteous
requirements through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. This is possible because the sin
nature has been washed from our spirit, and is legally disengaged - and we now have the
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Holy Spirit dwelling within us. The power of the corrupt sinful nature has thus been legally
broken.

While the power of the carnal nature has indeed been legally dealt with, however, the
sinful Adamic nature continues to reside within the Christian - not in his spirit but in his
flesh. The struggle with this aspect of our nature is well documented in Paul’s Epistles, e.g.
Galatians 6:17, Romans 7:17. Our responsibility is then not to yield to the sin nature but to
yield to the Holy Spirit so that we may be empowered by the energies of the Divine Nature
to do the will of God.   In this way we are therefore able to put to death the deeds of the
flesh. In fact, scripture tells us we are now no longer under any obligation to the sin nature
except to put it to death on a continual basis by yielding to the Spirit of Grace in order to
do so.

“. . .Our responsibility is then not to yield to the sin
nature but to yield to the Holy Spirit. . .empowered

by the energies of the Divine Nature 
to do the will of God. . .”

ROMANS 8:12  Therefore, brethren (fellow Christians), we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live after the flesh.

ROMANS 8:13  For if you live after the flesh, you shall die (fail to walk in victory): but
if you through the Spirit (by His power and His power alone) do mortify (put to death) the
deeds of the body, you shall live (in the victory provided by the Cross).

ROMANS 6:12  Let not sin (the sin nature) therefore reign in your mortal body (in the
heart and life of the Believer, we can allow the sin nature or the Divine Nature to have
ascendancy), that you should obey it in the lusts (ungodly desires, drives, attitudes, ideas,
plans) thereof.

ROMANS  6:13   Neither  yield  your  members  (the  parts  of  your  earthly  body) as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin (the sin nature): but yield yourselves unto God
(we are to yield ourselves to Christ and the Cross; that alone guarantees victory over the sin
nature: E.S.B.),  as those who are alive from the dead  (raised into  “newness of life” -
Romans 6:4),  and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God  (by faith
through the graces of the Divine Nature).

ROMANS 6:14  For sin (the sin nature) shall not have dominion over you (if and only if
you walk according to God’s prescribed order of victory) . . .

This then is the way we make our legal freedom an experiential reality in our day to day
walk. We can now serve God without condemnation as we walk after the Spirit of God, not
the flesh. In this way we are freed from the law of sin and death, as in “newness of life,”
we purpose to live in the Law of Life in Christ Jesus. Amen.

ROMANS 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
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ROMANS 8:2  For the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has made me free from
the law of sin and death.

Wuest  says  about  this  verse:  “The law here  is  not  a  written  law but  a  regulative
principle which exercises a control over the life of the believer. This regulative control over
his life is exercised by the Holy Spirit. This control is in the form of the energy given the
believer both to desire and to do God’s will, this energy coming from the life that God is,
which in the believer is given him by reason of his position in Christ Jesus. One could
translate, “For the law of the Spirit, of the life in Christ Jesus.” One could interpret, “For
the regulative principle of the Spirit, namely, the life which is in Christ Jesus,” this freed
me from the regulative principle of sin and death (the evil nature), at the moment I put my
trust in the Lord Jesus and was saved. It is Romans 6 in a nutshell. Alford says “This law
of the Spirit  of  life having freed him from the law of sin and death,  so that he serves
another master,  all claim of sin on him is at an end -  he is acquitted,  and there is no
condemnation for him.” Denney explains, “It is subjection to the law of sin and death
which involves condemnation, emancipation from it leaves no place for condemnation.”
The Spirit which brings the believer the life which is in Christ Jesus, brings with it also the
divine law for the believer’s life; but it is now, as Paul says in Galatians 3:21, a law which
is able to give life, not an impotent law written on tables of stone, and hence righteousness
comes by it; and it proves more than a match for the authority exercised over man by the
forces of sin and death.”

“Translation.  (Romans 8:2-4).  For the law of the Spirit, of the life in Christ Jesus,
freed you once for all from the law of sin and death. For that which is an impossibility for
the law, because it was weak through the flesh, God having sent His Son in likeness of flesh
of  sin,  and  concerning  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh,  in  order  that  the  righteous
requirement of the law may be brought to completion in us who, not as dominated by the
flesh are ordering our behavior, but as dominated by the Spirit.” 11

(underlines and bracketed reference added)

‘. . .The law here is not a written law but a regulative
principle which exercises a control over 

the life of the believer. . .”

So God condemned sin in the flesh through Christ’s sinless life.  Vincent (Vincent,
Marvin R., Word Studies in the New Testament) states that “condemned” in this context
refers to sin being deposed from its dominion.  This was impossible for the Law, which
could pronounce judgement and inflict penalty, but not dethrone.

Are We Under The Law Today ?

Many people have a problem interpreting the phrase “you are not under the Law but
under grace” as used by Paul in Romans 6:14. The phrase means that we are not under the
Mosaic system as the means by which we please God. Some people take this phrase to
mean that we now have great licence to act as we please, having been completely freed
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from responsibility to observe God’s laws at all. This is, of course, nonsense. It gives rise,
in the extreme, to a system of thought called “antinomianism,” by which people hold to the
view that moral law is not binding on Christians at all on the grounds that faith alone is the
necessary requirement of salvation.

Paul refutes this approach entirely by saying “. . . shall we sin, because we are not
under the Law but under grace? God forbid” (Romans 6:15). Then he goes on in Romans
6:16 to remind us that it is still up to us, as Christians, to choose, moment by moment,
which way we will go. We can become the servants of Satan or God, in different areas of
our lives, through our decision to yield ourselves either to sin or righteousness. And it is we
who cast the deciding vote.

“. . .We can become the servants of Satan or God, in
different areas of our lives, through our decision to

yield ourselves either to sin or righteousness. . .”

Also note that Christians who fall into unbelief that then causes them to deny Christ as
Saviour  and Lord will  forfeit their  salvation.  Thus the old saying “once saved,  always
saved” is simply not true (Hebrews 3:12-14). Repentance and God’s forgiveness are needed
to enable such people to be restored to Christ - to have their spirits cleansed of the pollution
of darkness. While we are saved by grace through faith, we are, nevertheless, still subject
to God’s eternal laws and commandments, and are therefore accountable for obeying them.
We will examine this point as we continue.

Adam was not under law but under grace in the garden, through Divine connection
being a partaker of God’s own Divine Nature.  Yet he was still responsible for keeping
God’s  laws.   This  is  obvious  for  when  he  broke  God’s  law by disobeying  His  direct
commandment,  Adam came under  law and so did all  his  offspring -  the whole world.
Adam separated himself from the Father, and lost his privileged position of grace.  Calvary
has  now  addressed  man’s  position  and  has  brought  saved  man  back  under  grace,
positionally and also experientially (as he is led by the Spirit).

Now Adam was meant  to  obey God’s laws,  not  by willpower but by God’s graces
through the energies of the Divine Nature enmeshed with Adam’s human nature.  This way
has been brought back to us through the Cross, for Jesus has not only saved us legally but
the power to  live in the Father’s  will  has been restored to  us through the shedding of
Christ’s Blood and His Resurrection.

As it  says in Romans 6:3-4, if  “ we are buried with Him . .  into death” then His
Resurrection was our resurrection to “newness of life.”  Indeed Jesus, as He said, is “the
way” to obtain all things good, things only found in God’s will, coming to us via God’s
power.  There is no other way except the way of the Cross - the Atonement that has given
us resurrection power which is newness of life - the graces and energies of God’s Divine
Nature enmeshing with our human nature.  Amen.

The truth of the matter, as found in God’s holy Word, tells us that man lives under
either law or grace.  Under law itself he will not live in Calvary’s grace.  But under grace,
man will live according to God’s laws.  On this higher path, God will be glorified through
man being lifted up to live at a higher level than he is capable of doing by himself.  On this
higher level, man will operate in the law of love, “agape love.”  This love in one’s life
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causes the darkness to flee, and lights up one’s life with the power of God.  We are then
given a clear, illuminated pathway which reveals the way to proceed. 

There are certain types of sins, if practised, however, about which scripture warns us,
that can give a heavy gravitational pull towards spiritual darkness, e.g. 1 Corinthians 6:9-
10. These kinds of sins can cause the Christian to deny God’s ways and derail them from
the Lord’s prescribed order, placing them in a darkened valley of self-desire, self-rule and
selfishness.  The result will be a totally blackened life, devoid of God’s presence and light.
Such former Christians will have allowed their relational truth and connection with Jesus to
turn into historical truth (mental assent), which is to only know about Him. They will have
thus journeyed into unbelief and therefore forfeited their salvation.

It is only as we choose to live under God’s grace experientially, by yielding to the Holy
Spirit, that love can come forth in our lives and light can illuminate the way of life before
us.  If we live under grace, we will not come under law or suffer its penalties.

Note:  Law by itself works wrath because God’s wrath is not averted by works of the
flesh.   The Gospel,  by grace,  enables  the Law of God (His  righteous standards)  to  be
fulfilled in our lives.  Openness causes grace to work on a man’s heart to convict him of sin
unto repentance (for justification or ongoing sanctification).  Christians do not come under
the Law of God in regard to judgement, for the Blood of Christ has paid the price.

“. . .If we live under grace, we will not come under
law or suffer its penalties. . .”

Therefore while law is still alive, Christ has made us dead to it (i.e. its penalties).  In
Christ our spirit is made alive to God because Christ satisfied the Law of God in respect to
sin through His sacrifice.  Therefore we are no longer under the penalty of law concerning
sin.

However, as we have said, the moral laws of the Old Testament are still  incumbent
upon us as Believers to obey today.  Again God’s grace has come to our rescue, for we
must partake of God’s provision through Calvary so that we can live under grace and so do
the things we are required to do.  Yes we are obeying God’s moral laws when we do right,
but it is not law we live by or under.  Rather it is the grace of God that causes us to live
according to God’s moral standards.

So as New Testament Saints,  grace rules our hearts and then outworks itself  in the
things we do and do not do.  As we obey God’s laws through grace and by grace, we are
dead to law and its penalties.

Scofield writes in relation to this subject:

“The Christian doctrine of the law:
(1) Law is in contrast with grace.  Under the latter God bestows the righteousness

which under law, He demanded (Exodus 19:5; John 1:17; Romans 3:21, note; 10:3-10-;1
Corinthians 1:30).

(2) The law is, in itself, holy, just, good and spiritual (Romans 7:12-14).
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(3) Before the law the whole world is guilty, and the law is therefore of necessity a
ministry of condemnation, death, and the divine curse (Romans 3:19; 2 Corinthians 3:7-9;
Galatians 3:10).

(4) Christ bore the curse of the law, and redeemed the believer both from the curse and
the dominion of the law (Galatians 3:13; 4:5-7).

(5) Law neither justifies a sinner nor sanctifies a believer (Galatians 2:16; 3:2-3, 11-
12).

(6) The believer is both dead to the law and redeemed from it, so that he is “not under
the law, but under grace: (Romans 6:14; 7:4; Galatians 2:19; 4:4-7; 1 Tim.1:8-9).  And
(7)  Under  the  new covenant  of  grace  the  principle  of  obedience  to  the  divine  will  is
inwrought (Hebrews 10:16).  So far is the life of the believer from the anarchy of self-will
that  he  is  “inlawed  to  Christ”  (1  Corinthians  9:21),  and  the  new  “law  of  Christ”
(Galatians  6:2;  2  John  5)  is  his  delight;  whereas,  through  the  indwelling  Spirit,  the
righteousness  of  the  law is  fulfilled  in  him (Romans  8:2-4;  Galatians  5:16-18).   The
commandments  are  used  in  the  distinctively  Christian  Scriptures  as  an  instruction  in
righteousness (2 Tim.3:16-17; cp. Romans 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 9:8-9; Ephesians 6:1-
3).” 12

“. . .So as New Testament Saints, grace rules our
hearts and then outworks itself in the things 

we do and do not do. . .”

Christ not only paid the debt of sin, He also broke the dominion of sin.  As we yield
to the Holy Spirit in all that we do, we can be partakers at an experiential level of the
Divine Nature.  It is this grace we are to live our lives by.  Therefore we are to walk, run
and speak under the rule of the Divine Nature.  In this we indeed live by God’s grace day
by day.  By this prescribed order through the Cross, Christ has destroyed the dominion of
sin over the Saint.  Amen.

ROMANS 6:11  Likewise reckon (consider) you also yourselves to be dead indeed unto
sin (the sin nature), but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

ROMANS 6:12  Let not sin (the sin nature) therefore reign (gain the upper hand) in your
mortal body (showing that the sin nature can once again rule in the heart and life of the
Believer, if the Believer doesn’t constantly look to Christ and the Cross; the “mortal body”
is neutral, which means it can be used for Righteousness or unrighteousness: E.S.B.), that
you should obey it in the lusts (ungodly desires) thereof. 

ROMANS  6:13  Neither  yield  you  your  members  (of  your  body) as  instruments  of
unrighteousness unto sin (the sin nature): but yield yourselves unto God (as we submit to
God, the energies and graces of the Divine Nature will empower us as we believe for it) , as
those  who are alive  from the dead  (raised up  to  walk in  newness  of  life),  and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God (by His grace).

ROMANS 6:14 For sin (the sin nature) shall not have dominion over you: for you are
not under the Law (if we try to please God by living according to law of any kind, the sin
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nature will gain dominion over us), but under grace  (we are to live under grace and by
grace, allowing the Divine Nature to direct and empower us).

What Then Is Our Obligation To The Law Today ?

We have seen that obedience to the Law (and indeed any law) cannot make us righteous
before God, for the scriptures tell us:

ROMANS 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith (and only faith)
without (apart from observing) the deeds of the Law (works will never justify anyone).

What then is our relationship today to the laws of God? Though we are not under the
Mosaic Law as a means of achieving acceptance with God, nevertheless we should seek to
obey the will of God by conforming to the pattern of holiness contained within the Laws of
God. This is our first duty as Christians, as shown by scripture:

ROMANS 12:1   I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God  (not  of
yourselves), that you present your bodies a living sacrifice (we can’t do this without the
Holy Spirit’s help),  holy  (again by means of the Holy Spirit),  acceptable unto God (by
taking  up  your  cross  of  self-denial  and  continuing  in  God’s  Word),  which  is  your
reasonable service.

1 PETER 1:14  As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former
lusts in your ignorance (don’t be ruled by the sin nature which ruled you before coming to
Christ): (E.S.B.)

1 PETER 1:15  But as He Who has called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation (in all your conduct, in everything you do);

1 PETER 1:16  Because it is written, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” (Leviticus 11:44) (Only
through being yielded to the Father’s will, and being focused in faith to receive the grace
needed can we fulfill this command - self-reliance and following rules will not do it.)

The Laws of God can help us gain a proper focus in relation to God’s will on any
matter.  We need the wisdom contained within His laws, as written in the Bible, to guide
our pathway.

“. . .Being under grace does not lessen the obligation
of man but rather increases it. . .to whom much is

given, of him will much be required. . .”

Being under grace does not lessen the obligation of man but rather increases it. The
reason for this is revealed in the scriptural principle, to whom much is given, of him will
much be required.

In Christ, while we are set free from the law of sin and death, we are set free in order to
serve God by the power of His grace at work in us.  We are not set free to do as we please.
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Before  salvation  we  were  slaves  to  unrighteousness,  but  as  Christians  we  should  be
servants (even slaves) of righteousness - for we are not our own any more (1 Corinthians
6:19-20).

ROMANS 6:16  Know you not, that to whom you yield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants you are to whom you obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness (through the graces of the Divine Nature energizing our human nature)?

ROMANS 6:17  But God be thanked, that you were the servants of sin (dominated and
enslaved by the sin nature), but (now in Christ) you have obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrine  (“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” - 1 Corinthians 2:2) which was delivered
you.

ROMANS 6:18  Being then made free from sin (freed from the power of the sin nature -
but  only as  we yield,  focus and believe to  receive the grace needed) ,  you became the
servants of righteousness (conformity to the will of God in your lives).

ROMANS 6:19  I  speak after the manner of  men  (in  human terms) because of  the
infirmity  (weakness) of  your  flesh  (natural  selves):  for  as  you  have  yielded  your
members (parts of your body) servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity (in
the past); even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness (only
possible through the Holy Spirit).

ROMANS 6:20  For when you were the servants of sin (the sin nature), you were free
from (in regard to) righteousness.

ROMANS 6:21  What fruit (benefit) had you then (did you reap) in (from doing) those
things whereof you are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death (the wages of
sin is death - Romans 6:23).

ROMANS 6:22  But now (in Christ) being made free from sin (the domination of the sin
nature), and become servants (bond slaves) to God, you have your fruit unto (resulting
in) holiness, and the end everlasting life (or death, the choice is ours).

“. . .Indeed Paul makes it clear that the fulfillment 
of the spirit of the Law is one of our 

primary Christian duties. . .”

 As Christians, we should live by God-developed faith in willing obedience to the Laws
(commandments) of God, being empowered by the grace of the Divine Nature. Indeed Paul
makes it clear that the fulfillment of the spirit of the Law is one of our primary Christian
duties, although, as we have said, we do not do this by willpower.  It is by the Spirit’s
leading and through His grace that we live according to the spirit  of the Law of God.
Amen.

ROMANS 3:31 Do we then make void the Law  (Law of Moses) through faith? God
forbid: yes, we establish the Law (the Law ever pointed to Faith in Christ). (E.S.B.)  
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The Spirit Of The Law

Background Reading:  Romans 7:4-6

To say  we  are  no  longer  under the  Mosaic  system does  not  mean  we  have  no
obligation to live a righteous life according to God’s standards that were contained within
it. We are saved by grace through faith, and therefore observing the letter of the Mosaic
Law has become irrelevant as a means of pleasing God.  This is because Christ fulfilled the
requirements set out in the Mosaic Law so that perfect justice could be satisfied.  However,
as we have said, everyone in Christ is now obligated to observe  the spirit of the Mosaic
Law, that being encapsulated by the two commandments Jesus outlined in the Gospels
(Matthew 22:36-40).   This,  of  course,  is  meant  to  be  done  in  the  resurrection  power
supplied to us through the Divine Nature, of which we are partakers in Christ.

“. . .To say we are no longer under the Mosaic system
does not mean we have no obligation to live a

righteous life according to God’s standards. . .”

The moral requirements of God’s Law that the Mosaic Covenant exposed, were always
there.  These moral standards, before Sinai, after Sinai and after Calvary are still God’s will
for man.

Neither Jesus nor Paul taught the “letter” of the Law, but they both taught that we need
to  obey  the  “spirit”  of  it,  i.e.  the  moral  standards  or  requirements  that  represent  its
foundation. For example, Jesus accused the Pharisees of attending in minute detail to the
tithing of herbs but neglecting “the weightier matters of the Law”, in other words, what
really mattered -  justice and mercy and     faithfulness  ” (Matthew 23:23). This, the spirit of
the Law, which can also be identified as God’s moral law, was in existence from the time
of Adam, being concerned with a repentant or humble heart, faithfulness and love. Thus
Abel fulfilled the spirit of the Law when he brought, with a proper heart attitude, offerings
of sacrifice acceptable to God. Noah also pleased God by operating according to the spirit
of the Law, i.e. in humility, faithfulness and love.

Those who had no knowledge of God were responsible for operating according to the
spirit of the Law as it pertained to loving one’s neighbour. (Paul outlines this principle in
Romans 2:14-15. Here Paul clearly reveals that  although the Gentiles did not have the
revelation of the Mosaic Law, they were still aware of its basic moral requirements. This is
because the spirit or intent of the Law has always been written on man’s hearts.) The spirit
of the Law of God, without any additional  light given, is  concerned with loving one’s
neighbour - that is, treating him as we would desire to be treated ourselves. Those who had
been exposed to greater truth (i.e. the Israelite nation, Adam, Noah, etc.) were responsible
also  for  loving  God  and  trusting  Him.  So  those  with  no  knowledge  of  God  were
responsible for obeying the spirit of the Law according to the light given. And the spirit of
the Law, or God’s moral law, has been written on men’s hearts since the creation of man.
 We are of course unable to obtain salvation through observing the spirit of the Law. As
we know, salvation only comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Everyone in Christ,
however, is obligated, for righteousness’ sake, to observe the spirit of the Law, expressed
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by Jesus in terms of the two great commandments - to love one’s neighbour as oneself and
to love God with all one’s heart, soul and strength.

We who are alive to God in Christ can now obey the spirit of the Law through the
empowerment of the Holy Spirit. We who now owe allegiance to Christ, can, by His grace,
walk in victory:

ROMANS 8:3  For what the Law could not do (was powerless to do), in that it was weak
(weakened) through the flesh (sinful nature), God sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh (man), and for sin (to be a sin offering), condemned sin in the flesh (in sinful
man):

Another version reads:

ROMANS 8:3  For what the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh
(those under Law had only their willpower, which is woefully insufficient; so despite how
hard they tried,  they were unable to keep the Law then,  and the same inability persists
presently; any person who tries to live for God by a system of laws is doomed to failure,
because the Holy Spirit will not function in that capacity), God sending his own Son (refers
to man’s helpless condition, unable to save himself and unable to keep even a simple Law
and, therefore, in dire need of a Saviour) in the likeness of sinful flesh  (this means that
Christ was really human, conformed in appearance to flesh which is characterized by sin,
but yet sinless), and for sin (to atone for sin, to destroy its power, and to save and Sanctify
its victims), condemned sin in the flesh (destroyed the power of sin by giving His Perfect
Body as a Sacrifice for sin, which made it possible for sin to be defeated in our flesh; it was
all through the Cross): (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 8:4  That the righteousness  (righteous requirements) of  the Law might be
fulfilled (fully met) in us, who walk not after the flesh (sinful nature), but after the Spirit
(being led and empowered by Him).

Christ’s  death  was  vicarious, which  means  “on  behalf  of  another.”   He  was  our
substitute, for He stood in our place and took the penalty we deserved!  The difference is
that He was spotless and pure, and so able to become the sin offering - the offering that
would  appease  God’s  wrath.   We  were  sin-stained  and  hopelessly  lost  souls  with  a
pervading sin nature.  Nothing in us, and nothing we could do could have satisfied God’s
justice.  As we have said, he paid a debt He did not owe - we owed a debt we could not pay.

“. . .The death of Christ as our representative was
counted as the death of those He represents. . .”

Only Christ, the sacrificial Lamb, the atoning vicarious sacrifice could save us from
God’s wrath and sin’s power.  Jesus came to die specifically for us, and as our Kinsman
Redeemer,  our  representative,  He  stood  in  our  place.   The  death  of  Christ  as  our
representative was counted as the death of those He represents.  When we asked Him to be
our Lord and Saviour, we were identifying with the Christ (the Anointed One) on the cross.
So as He died, we too have legally died.  Only in Him and no other can this take place.
The penalty of sin was borne for us personally by Christ at Calvary.  Then by reason of His
innocence,  He was raised from the dead,  being glorified by the Father.   The courts  of

Law
35



heaven  agreed  with  Christ  when  He  said  “It  is  finished,” for  sin’s  penalty (after  He
breathed His last) had been paid and the law of perfect justice had been satisfied.

For our sake God  “made Him to be sin  (the sin offering)” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  In
other words, God made Christ  the representative for sinful man, so becoming the “Sin
Offering” at Calvary, thereby taking the penalty for sin in our place.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21  For He (the Father) has made Him to be sin (the sin offering) for
us, Who knew no sin (Jesus was sinless before, during and after the cross - 1 Peter 2:22) ;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

God, by imputing all our sin to Christ, enabled Him, “in our stead,” to deliver us from
sin’s penalty.  He did this by becoming a curse for us.

Christ’s death was not that of a martyr.  Rather, as a substitute, He suffered and died in
our place, so that we may live with God.

He allowed His life’s Blood to be shed for the purpose of death on our behalf so that we
could be reconciled to God.

“. . .God, by imputing all our sin to Christ, enabled
Him, “in our stead,” to deliver us

 from sin’s penalty. . .”

Now through the power of the Divine Nature, imparted to us at salvation through
Divine connection, we can meet “the righteous requirements of the Law.”  Our obligation,
as Believers, is not lessened but rather increased, for we have been given the power and the
means to resist the dictates of the flesh and to do the will of God on a day to day basis.

Jesus made it clear He had not come to abolish the Mosaic Law, for He said in Matthew
5:17-18:

MATTHEW 5:17  “Think not that I am come to destroy (or take away) the Law, or the
(Old Testament) Prophets  (their  predictions):  I  am not  come to destroy,  but to fulfill
(Jesus fulfilled the Law by meeting its just demands with a Perfect Life, and satisfying its
curse by dying on the Cross [Galatians 3:13] : E.S.B.).

MATTHEW 5:18  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass (away), one jot
or one tittle (not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen) shall in no wise (by no
means) pass from the Law, till all (it foreshadows) be fulfilled.”

The Law and the Prophets had constantly pointed to the time when people would be
justified by faith. So Jesus’ work was a fulfillment of the Mosaic Law as it pertained to
sacrifice, and an establishment of all that had been given.

Scofield speaks of Jesus’ relationship to the Mosaic Law as follows:
“Christ’s relation to the Law of Moses may be thus summarized:
(1) Christ was made under the Law (Galatians 4:4).
(2) He lived in perfect obedience to the Law (Matthew 17:5; John 8:46; 1 Peter 2:21-

23).
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(3) He was a minister of the Law to the Jews, clearing it from rabbinical sophistries,
enforcing  it  upon  those  who  professed  to  obey  it  (e.g.  Luke  10:25-37),  but
confirming the promises made to the fathers under the Mosaic Covenant (Romans
15:8)

(4) He fulfilled the types of the Law by His holy life and sacrificial death (Hebrews
9:11-28).

(5) He bore, vicariously, the curse of the Law that the Abrahamic Covenant might avail
all who believe (Galatians 3:13-14).

(6) He brought  out,  by  His  redemptive  work,  all  who  believe  -  from  the  place  of
servants under the Law to the place of sons (Galatians 4:1-7). 

(7) He mediated by His blood the New Covenant of assurance and grace in which all
believers stand (Romans 5:2), so establishing the “law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2)
with its precepts or righteous living made possible by the indwelling Spirit.” 13

 
Jesus came to fulfill the Law. He did not put an end to it but was its proper goal and

conclusion.  The  intent of  the  Mosaic  Law  is  then  fulfilled  as  Believers  walk  in  the
transforming power of the indwelling Spirit. Therefore the spirit of the Law is defined at its
most basic level as operating in love.  This then remains for us today, a true and accurate
representation of the “righteous requirements of the Law,” i.e. to love God and man in the
power of the Spirit.

“. . .The intent of the Mosaic Law is then fulfilled as
Believers walk in the transforming power 

of the indwelling Spirit. . .”

As one writer puts it so well:
“Satan’s legal hold upon humanity is sin.  This means that he has a legal right to place

man in captivity because of sin; however, when Jesus satisfied the demands of the broken
law, which had condemned man, which should be obvious, simply because man could not
keep its precepts,  Satan’s legal hold was broken.  The Law of Moses, which in effect was
the Righteousness of God, condemned all of mankind, simply because they could not keep
its precepts.  Law being law, not only portrayed these statutes and precepts, but as well,
demanded that they be kept, with a severe penalty attached if they were not kept, which of
course, applies to all law.

Man woefully failed to keep the Law, simply because he was incapable of doing so, as a
result of the Fall.  So the penalty was demanded!

Jesus came,  perfectly kept the Law in every respect,  doing so on our behalf,  thereby
gaining its Righteousness, again on our behalf, meaning that Faith in Him, grants us the
privilege of Law-keeper instead of Law-breaker, which we actually were.  He then went to
the Cross to satisfy its penalty, which was death.  But being a Perfect Sacrifice, and having
atoned for all sin, which He did by His death, death could not hold Him.  The wages of sin
is death, but if there is no sin, there is no death; consequently, death has lost its power;
consequently, Jesus rose from the dead, once again, for all for us.

Law
37



Simple Faith in  Him,  and what  He did,  which speaks  of  the Cross,  grants  to  us  a
spotless, pure, perfect Righteousness, i.e., “the Righteousness of Christ,” and in brief, that
is the “Word of Righteousness.” ” 14

(underlines added)

“. . .Therefore the spirit of the Law is defined at its
most basic level as operating in love. . .”

What Laws Are Obsolete, What Laws Remain?

Background Reading: Colossians 2:14-17

We  can  see  with  the  benefit  of  hindsight that  the  Old  Testament  was  the  New
Testament concealed and the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed. This is because
everything  given  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  laws,  the  feasts,  the  blood  sacrifices  and
Covenants, the promises, the Holy of Holies, etc., point to the Cross and are fulfilled by
Christ’s finished work. God’s Plan of Redemption was established, detail by detail, and by
His marvellous foreknowledge, all the fine points of the Old and New Covenants dovetail
together. Thus both the Old Covenant and the New Covenant constitute “the Covenant of
God,” also known as the written Word of God.

As we have seen, the Mosaic Law had three aspects - the moral, civil and ceremonial.
Yet the scriptures teach that it was indivisible by nature, for the breaking of only one part
of the Law meant that the person concerned, as a “lawbreaker,” was guilty of breaking the
entire Law (James 2:10).  This could only be true if the Mosaic Law was an indivisible
unit.

Also note that it is not always easy to distinguish between the three aspects of the Law,
for in any particular context, all three may be included.  For instance, the civil law was
founded on moral principles, or the spirit of the Law.  Nevertheless, the parts of the Old
Covenant which became obsolete when Jesus rose from the dead were concerned with the
ceremonial and civil aspects:

1. Ceremonial Law.

(a) The atoning sacrifices and the ordinances which accompanied them - for Jesus’
death in which His  Blood was shed was the sacrifice to end all  sacrifices.   Jesus
through the Atonement did not do away with this part of the Law - rather He fulfilled
it (Hebrews 10:1-2, 8-19).

(b) The ceremonial law which dealt with circumcision and various feasts, washings
and rituals, clean and unclean foods, etc.  The ceremonial law pointed to Christ and
was fulfilled when He came (Colossians 2:14-17).
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2. Civil Law.

The civil aspect of the Mosaic Law consisted of the laws which were unique to Israel
and pertained to Israel as a society, existing and perpetuated for God’s purposes.  Some of
the  issues  addressed  were  property  rights,  slavery,  the  oppression  of  widows,  murder,
manslaughter,  avengers  of  blood,  care  of  the  poor  and  relationships  between  family
members, masters and servants, etc.  As we can see, some of these laws were based on
moral principles and laws which were meant to be permanent, not temporary, e.g. tithing as
a means of providing for the structure by which God’s Word can be ministered.  

“. . .The civil aspect of the Mosaic Law consisted of
the laws which were unique to Israel and pertained 

to Israel as a society, existing and perpetuated 
for God’s purposes. . .”

Some of the civil laws were given so that Israel would survive as a nation separate from
the surrounding heathen nations  -  so that  God could  bring  the  Saviour  into  the  world
through them e.g. Deuteronomy 7:2-6.  Other civil laws were designed to keep this nation
as  a  peculiar  people,  separated  unto  God (e.g.  Deuteronomy 21:18-21),  and able,  as  a
distinct group, to survive through the generations (e.g. Deuteronomy 25:5-10).  Other laws
which  pertained  only  to  Israel  included  the  allowance  of  divorce  because  of  their
unregenerate state, i.e. hard hearts (as in Matthew 19:7-8; Mark 10:2-5).  These are some of
the laws God gave to Israel in their unique position, civil laws that are no longer applicable
in this New Testament age, even though the moral principles on which they are founded are
meant to be permanent (and constitute part of the spirit of the Law).  Indeed it is the moral
aspect of the Mosaic Law which remains today.

Note:  Israel had three major purposes.  It was intended to be the womb of the Messiah,
to bring the Word of God to the world and to evangelize the whole earth.  Israel fulfilled
the first  two purposes but failed totally with the third because it  rejected the Messiah.
Israel was to be a light and example to the world before the Cross and after the Cross, but
on both counts they failed miserably.

So after Christ died and rose from the dead, the ceremonial laws adhered to by the
Jews became obsolete, for Jesus had fulfilled them.  The civil laws which pertained only to
Israel also became obsolete, for the New Covenant made them so (John 14:6).  After the
Cross, for both Jew and Gentile, only one “way” existed.  Adhering to the former civil and
ceremonial laws would give the Jew no benefit, for Jesus had fulfilled all the Law, and the
New Covenant had replaced the Old Covenant.  When Israel rejected the Messiah (the New
Covenant  and  the  only  way  to  eternal  life),  they  were  broken  off  the  True  Vine  and
believing Gentiles were grafted in.  The Church has thus become God’s vehicle to bring the
Gospel to the earth in this Age of Grace - until the appointed time when Israel will be
restored to God (Romans 11:17-19).

The spirit of the Law, however, or the moral aspect of the Law, was in existence in the
Garden of Eden and is still in operation today. If we do not walk in obedience to the spirit
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of the Law, in any area, we come under the law of sin and death in that area. If we disobey
one of God’s commandments, even as Christians, we will come under the law of sin and
death in that area of sin. If we walk according to the Spirit and obey, by God’s grace, all
His commandments, we come under the influence of the Law of Life in Christ Jesus in
every area.

As Christians, we have “newness of life” afforded to us positionally through the Divine
Nature.  To experience this at a conditional level, we need to be yielding to the Lord in
every area of our lives.  In this way, as we believe for it, we can absorb the energies and
graces of the Divine Nature, and so live in a way we are unable to do without God’s help.
This is to live in abundant life.  This is to live in the Law of Life in Christ Jesus!

“. . .The spirit of the Law, however, or the moral
aspect of the Law, was in existence in the 

Garden of Eden and is still in operation today. . .”

In  Old  Covenant  times,  the  Lord  sought  to  rule  Israel  externally  through  the
commandments of the Mosaic Law.  Under the New Covenant, He seeks to rule those in
Christ internally, through the Divine Nature.  God wants man to choose life and not death,
and in Him, by the wonderful grace of the Divine Nature, to order our lives.  In this way,
we will live in His Light.  Amen.

“LAW” OR “GRACE”

Christians  are  saved  by  grace rather  than  trying  to  gain  God’s  favour  through
obedience to the Law or the spirit of the Law. Indeed without Christ, we would be lost
(John 3:16-18). But while we are saved by grace and are under grace, we still  need to
conform to God’s righteous standards if we are to live victoriously and please Him. The
way to do this is not through willpower but rather through Divine empowerment which
causes us to walk in the power of truth.

As we have learned, God’s universal laws and principles are still alive and apply today,
both to the saved and the unsaved.  And we all need God’s grace to be saved and God’s
grace to walk in righteousness, His truth at work in our lives and hearts.

Therefore the question for the Christian still  centres around “law and grace”. While
God’s Law as such is good, if it is obeyed or we seek to obey it without grace, in other
words in our own strength, this becomes a false means by which we are trying to live
according to God’s righteous standard.  This then brings in the question for the Christian of
law or grace. Which is the Christian seeking to live under and by?

Indeed if a Christian wants to please God  (this being their true heart  intent) and
doesn’t properly understand the truths of the message of the Cross (the Atonement), they
will ultimately and inevitably seek to function under “law.”

If  a  Christian  does  not  understand  the  Cross, then  their  foundation  for  doing
anything for God will be based on a false premise.  Indeed only through an understanding
of the Cross, which is found in Romans Ch.6, can a Christian begin to live in “grace”
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experientially.  If we obey by grace and continually rely on God, the very desire to do
wrong diminishes.

The faith needed for the Christian to draw on the graces afforded to us through the
Cross, can only come to us if we understand and rely on the way faith is developed in us.
Therefore:

1. We must know that faith is  God-given and that only through the Divine Nature
energizing our human nature can we really believe and trust.

2. We must know that faith comes by hearing God’s Word and digesting it.  The grace
of the Divine Nature gives us the Divine energy to believe and trust in this Word -
which constitutes faith.

We speak here in regard to God’s Word, repentance, the Blood, God’s forgiveness, and
the “newness of life” by which we walk.  The prescribed order by which we are to live our
lives comes through the Cross.  Anything outside of this will result in “law” which will
frustrate  the grace  of  God in this  New Testament  Age of  Grace (Galatians  2:21).   To
frustrate the grace of God is to stop Him from empowering us with His grace because of
our intent to self-rule and be self-reliant.

“. . .If a Christian does not understand the Cross,
then their foundation for doing anything for 

God will be based on a false premise. . .”

The intent of many Christians is to please God, but sadly, as we have said, they
attempt to do this under “law” and not grace.  Anything done under law is done by and
through the power of self.  Not to understand the Cross, with the Holy Spirit’s help of
course, means that the Christian cannot draw on God’s graces so as to do His will.  This
can only result  in  the Christian living his  life  by self-effort  and therefore self-rule,  no
matter how noble his intentions.  This is to frustrate the grace of God - to keep Him and the
blessing of His grace at bay.

The proper object of one’s faith must be the Cross.  Every other object, no matter how
seemingly good, if it does not encompass the Cross will frustrate (stop) God’s grace, which
is to prevent this grace being received in one’s life.  There is no other road or way.  Good
works, intellectual study, prayer alone, water baptism, fasting, the sacrificing of time and
goods, all if used alone as objects to attract God’s attention and favour will cause one to
come under law and so to fail in one’s most noble ambition.

The Christian whose intention is to please God, will,  without grace, always operate
under the laws of religion.  This must lead the Christian, of course, to an experientially
dead life at best in Him.  Yes, saved if in Christ, but dead to the experiential side of grace
and so the outworking of “newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4).

Indeed concerning our spiritual affairs, we either function under “law” or “grace.”  If
we are functioning under “law” then, in those areas, we will come under condemnation
(judgement) (Romans 4:15).
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The result of this condemnation will be that in these areas of law in our self-empowered
world of religion, we will frustrate the grace of God - that is, we will block Him from
doing what He wants to do as our loving Heavenly Father (Galatians 2:21).

You see where there is “law,” there is no room for anything else, for the Christian is
“full up” in that area of their life.  We, with God’s help, must be emptied of self and allow
God to fill us with His graces, including the power that comes through His Divine Nature
and His  Word.   However  if  we have  religion,  or  have turned our  faith  into  formulas,
thereby making it a religion, then a position of “law” results.  This is because religion
always works in “law,” otherwise known as self-effort.

One  writer  comments  concerning  this  subject:   “Whereas  the  effect  of  law  is
condemnation, the action of grace is “justification.”

The doctrine of justification by works generates religious pride - that of Justification by
Faith produces contrition and humility.  In the matter of Justification, Faith and works are
opposite and irreconcilable - as opposed as Grace and Debt.  Since God declares ungodly
men righteous, works cannot in any sense furnish a ground for Justification, and hence the
first step toward Salvation on the part of a sinner is to humble himself and accept the
Divine pronouncement that he is “ungodly.”  . . . 

Regrettably, the vast majority of mankind accepts the human doctrine of salvation by
merit; a very small minority believes the Divine Doctrine of Salvation by Grace.  As the
Lord Jesus Himself said, few tread that narrow way.  It is abhorrent to human pride.” 15

(underlines added)

“. . .The Christian whose intention is to please God,
will, without grace, always operate under 

the laws of religion. . .”

This same principle applies in regard to works.  Because the Cross is not involved,
those works done in the power of self alone will never please God or bring victory into our
lives.   Therefore  man’s  works,  no matter  how good or well  intentioned these may be,
cannot be deemed “good” or “acceptable” in a spiritual sense.  

When man looks for God’s favour in the doing of good works alone, even though it is
“good” to do them, it does not gain approval from God.  This is because man is seeking
credit for his self-effort, and is not giving credit to anyone else for he has done it himself.
This in fact is self-reliance and comes under the “law of works,” for while these works are
“good” they are not “Godly,” and so are of no eternal value.

To the natural mind such works may appear altruistic, certainly good, for example to
help one’s fellow man in need.  However, God’s Word tells us that we are first to love our
fellow man (Matthew 22:37-39), not just meet his natural need.  This love, if we are to
follow God’s prescribed order, must be a Godly love, “agape love,” and we can only love
like this if we:

1. Are in Christ
2. Understand the Cross
3. Come to faith in the Cross (the Atonement) and what it has afforded
4. Receive the empowerment of the Divine Nature to love as God loves.
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All  the  “doing”  in  the  world  to  try  and  help  our  fellowman  will  not  replace  our
responsibility to love him.  God has said in His Word that we must love both Him and our
fellowman.  Only when we do this can we please God.  Of course God would not ask us to
do something we cannot do.  We are able to love in the way God wants us to love only in
Christ as we yield to the Holy Spirit and allow Him to fill us and energize us with His
graces.

Returning to the distinction between law and grace, another example can be seen in
the Saint who has sin in their life.  After realizing they are doing wrong, they manage to
stop sinning, after much struggle, by willpower.

However while to cease doing this wrong is good, it does not deal with the spiritual side
of the sin.  In order for any sin in a Saint’s life to be dealt with in accordance with God’s
Word,  the Blood must  first  be applied  (through repentance)  so that  grace  can  then  be
received.

If this is not done, the Saint will live under “law” and its penalty.  Just stopping the sin
is  not  the  end of  law.   The  arm of  the  flesh  (willpower)  cannot  deal  with  a  spiritual
problem, for only God’s grace can deal with it completely.  Only the Blood of the Cross
can afford us this grace that deals with sin completely and brings us under “grace,” even
the forgiveness of sins.

“. . .The arm of the flesh (willpower) cannot deal with
a spiritual problem, for only God’s grace 

can deal with it completely. . .”

The process begins when we allow ourselves to be humbled under the mighty hand of
God (James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6).  Then through His Anointing, we encounter the power of
truth that not only brings conviction to the heart but also the knowledge of this forgiveness.
As we respond to God’s conviction power, we will repent and put our sin under the Blood
of the Cross to be forever obliterated (1 John 1:9; Ephesians 1:7; Psalm 103:12).

God’s grace orders our life or comes into our life through God-given faith.  Only in
Christ, as we absorb the graces of the Divine Nature with a proper focus in regard to God’s
truth, wisdom and will, can we live in this higher order to which Christ has given the Saint
access through the Cross.

To understand what the Cross has done for us and what it has afforded us, we must,
with the help of the Holy Spirit:

1. Seek God’s Word and will in regard to the Cross
2. Find God’s Word and will in regard to the Cross
3. Embrace God’s Word and will in regard to the Cross, e.g. Romans 6:11.

However  we must  know that  in  order  to  partake  fully  of  the  graces  of  the  Divine
Nature:

1. The Saint’s intentions must be God-created
2. The Saint’s motive must be God-given (pure)
3. The Saint’s steps must be God-directed.
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In other words, everything that is good or holy or righteous within we who are in Christ
has already been placed there by the Lord Himself.  Our responsibility is to yield - His is to
supply us with grace and empowerment.  Then the glory goes to Him and Him alone.
Amen.

Ways of operating in “law” therefore involve:
(a) Using willpower alone to do right.  This is to do things, to try to please God, in our
own strength.
(b) Formularizing God’s do’s and don’ts - in other words His principles or His Word -
so that our faith is turned into a religion in these areas.  This is to use religious works
to try to please God.

The Saint, to please God and reach his potential, must not only identify with Christ, but
in all that he does he must identify in Christ.  Positional salvation is not the goal but it is
the gateway to conditional (experiential) salvation.  The first is salvation from hell;  the
second is salvation from self.  Only by experientially being in Christ can we know the joy
and power of God’s strength which enables us to say “yes” to His way, will and Word.  All
this amounts to us living our life not by obedience to “law” but by God’s “grace” afforded
to us through the Cross.  And to live under grace will cause us not to break God’s laws.

“. . .Positional salvation is not the goal but it is the
gateway to conditional (experiential) salvation. 

The first is salvation from hell; the second is
salvation from self.. . .”

On a  practical  level, to  live  under  grace  is  to  acknowledge  God  in  all  our  ways
(Proverbs  3:5-6),  so  that  we  can  order  our  lives  by  His  direction  and  through  His
empowerment.  In this we must serve God first, not man, for outside His empowering grace
we cannot obtain merit.  This is, in fact, to live by law, seeking to please God by our own
efforts.   In fact  we  sin  when  we  don’t  submit  to  God  first,  for  then  self-rule  gains
ascendancy.  And remember that we cannot serve two masters, the Lord and ourselves.

The Lord desires that we seek Him continually, desiring His direction and His will to be
done in our lives.  We also seek Him to ask for His enablement at a holy level so that we
will not frustrate the grace of God (Galatians 2:21).  As we have said, this means that we
stop God from doing what He wants to do in our lives by preventing Him from bestowing
His grace upon us.

As we acknowledge the Lord in all our ways and seek to put Him first in everything
we do, we develop our relationship with Him and learn greater levels of trust.  This is to
function under grace not law, not seeking to please Him through works but according to
His direction and empowerment.  As a result we can then give God the glory for whatever
fruit is manifested in and through our lives.  This is the way of the Cross, this is the harvest
and the outcome of the Spirit-led life (Romans 8:1).  Amen and amen!
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NATURAL LAW AND SPIRITUAL LAW

Paul speaks again of “law” in his epistle to Timothy:

1 TIMOTHY 1:9  Knowing this, that the law (law in general) is not made for a righteous
man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy
and  profane,  for  murderers  of  fathers  and  murderers  of  mothers,  for  manslayers
(murderers),

1 TIMOTHY 1:10  For whoremongers  (fornicators),  for those who defile themselves
with  mankind  (homosexuals),  for  menstealers  (slave  traders),  for  liars,  for perjured
persons (those who give false testimony), and if there be any other thing that is contrary
to sound doctrine (from the Word of God)

Because the conscience is not an infallible guide to moral living, the written moral
law of God is needed to give us exact boundaries in which to live.  In Christ, as we have
learned, we also have access to the power to live according to these standards.  (Note:  In
Christ we have been legally transferred from the position of “law-breaker” to the position
of “law-keeper.”)

“. . .In Christ we have been legally transferred from
the position of “law-breaker” to the 

position of “law-keeper.”. . .”

Verse 9 appears to refer to law in general, whose purpose is not to deal with Godly men
but the unrighteous - or rebellious Believers. Here Paul is making the point that the law in
general is also good.  It is in place to protect society, to give the boundaries in which man
must live, to deter people from violating its rules and decrees, and to punish criminals.  The
law also functions to satisfy justice and to bring a righteous standard into society.  This is
the value of the law. It will produce peace and order when adhered to, and its penalties
constitute a deterrent for all those who would violate its standards.

In fact we as Christians are encouraged by Paul to submit to the laws of the land and
the governing authorities who are placed in position to order and regulate society (Romans
13:1-7).  Those who break society’s laws become subject to the due penalty - for the ruler
(or authority) “bears not the sword in vain” and will “execute wrath upon him that does
evil.” Jesus, when challenged by the disciples of the Pharisees, also supported obedience to
lawful government in the form of paying prescribed taxes (Matthew 22:17-21), a raging
debate in Israel at the time.

It is the same in the spiritual realm.  If we as Christians sin, then we have broken
God’s Law, and have placed ourselves into bondage (under the law of sin and death in that
area) to some degree. In other words, through sinning we allow the sin nature, formerly
decommissioned, to roar back into life and sit on the throne of our heart again in that area
of sin.  And like cancer, sin, if not dealt with quickly, will consume other parts of our life.
Sin gives the enemy legal ground to afflict us - to  legally damage part of our spiritual
property, or deprive us of some of our rights and privileges in Christ - for this is the wage
of sin.
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ROMANS 6:23  For the wages of sin is death. . .

ROMANS 6:16  Know you not, that to whom you yield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants you are to whom you obey (as Christians we can be a slave, translated here as
“servant,” to the sin nature or to Christ); whether of sin (a slave to the sin nature and the
enemy) unto death (darkness or bondage in that area of sin), or of obedience (through the
empowerment of the Divine Nature) unto righteousness?

So in that area of sin, we come under the penalty of the law of sin and death and
become slaves to that bondage.

The degree of punishment (the evil or judgement allowed) will depend on the degree
of sin.

“. . .So in that area of sin, we come under the penalty
of the law of sin and death and become 

slaves to that bondage. . .”

If we sin, we can repent and believe for cleansing according to our Covenant in Christ
(1 John 1:9). It was He Who paid the penalty of the law of perfect justice, satisfying all its
demands through His Blood sacrifice (Hebrews 9:22). As a result, we need only repent and
believe the Lord for forgiveness in order to once again come into rightstanding with God.
Christ paid the price for all the sins of mankind, and we receive forgiveness through faith
in Him and His finished work. This is the message of the Cross - which always brings the
yielded sinner (saved or unsaved) to restoration.  To seek forgiveness through repentance is
to appropriate the righteous provision of the Lord and to glorify Him Who has already paid
the price.  Therefore we should always come quickly to the throne of grace to receive what
is needed (Hebrews 4:16).  This is to please the Father and to honour Him.

As we goal to “observe to do all” that God commands in His Word on a daily basis, and
are led and empowered by the Spirit of Truth, we will not be subject to any penalty of the
law of sin and death (the curse - Deuteronomy 28:15-68).  This is  because we are not
placing ourselves under the law of sin and death, but coming instead under the Law of Life
in Christ Jesus.

This law is one of liberty, “the law of liberty in Christ Jesus,” and it is diametrically
opposed to “the law of sin and death.” Only

ROMANS 8:2  For the Law (that which we are about to give is a Law of God, devised by the
Godhead in eternity past [1 Peter 1:18-20]; this Law, in fact, is “God’s Prescribed Order of
Victory” : E.S.B.) of the Spirit of Life (liberty) in Christ Jesus has made me free (given me
freedom and victory) from the law of sin and death (and its penalties - only the Law of
Liberty in Christ is stronger than the law of sin and death).

The law that Paul speaks of here (the Law of the Spirit of Life) is not the Mosaic Law,
but rather a law “devised by the Godhead,” within which the Spirit works.  This law only
operates for those in Christ, which means it became alive to man (both positionally and
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conditionally) through and because of what Jesus did at the Cross.  By inheritance we, as
Christians are able to come under the benefits of this law.  However when we sin we are
exposed to the penalties of the law of sin and death to varying degrees.  In relation to the
liberty of the Law of Life, the Holy Spirit works within the guidelines of the “finished
work of Christ.”

The most severe penalty of the law of sin and death is,  of course, death - eternal
separation  from God.  We  who  remain  in  Christ,  however,  have  been  freed  from  this
ultimate penalty (Romans 8:1).

“. . .This law is one of liberty, “the law of liberty in
Christ Jesus,” and it is diametrically opposed to 

“the law of sin and death.” . . .”

Note: In the world today, we can call upon the law of the land and its enforcer, the
police, to apprehend anyone who is unlawfully damaging our property. It is the same in the
spiritual world. We, as Christians, can, by faith, call upon God (our enforcer), according to
His Word, to protect us when evil tries to afflict us “unlawfully” (i.e. when we have not
sinned and given our enemy legal ground to do so). This is why the Word of God tells us to
be watchful, knowing our adversary prowls around as a roaring lion, seeking those he may
devour (1 Peter 5:8). We are also warned to put on our armour so that we may stand against
the schemes and deceits of the devil (Ephesians 6:11). We should therefore stand in faith,
and resist all his attempts to try to afflict us unlawfully.

Who Condemns ?

Background Reading:  John 3:16-18

God does not condemn. Rather, He will try to expose any wrongdoing which is in our
life.  He does this by convicting us of sin and urging us to repent. Every person born into
this world is given a lifetime to repent of the sin that keeps them separated from God, a
lifetime to turn back to Him through His Son Jesus.

1 TIMOTHY 2:4  (God) Who will have all men to be saved  (none are excluded, Jesus
died for all), and to come unto the knowledge of the truth (the way of salvation through
His Son Jesus Christ - Romans 10:9-10).

We  condemn  ourselves to  varying  degrees  when  we  reject  God’s  Word,  either
knowingly or unknowingly. Scripture tells us that it is not the Lord Who condemns us:

JOHN 3:17  For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the  world  through  Him  might  be  saved (however  if  we  reject  Him,  we  condemn
ourselves).

HOSEA 4:6   My  people  (Christians) are  destroyed  (go  into  bondage) for  lack  of
knowledge  (through  not  properly  seeking  God’s  truths):  because  you  have  rejected
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knowledge (even through slackness - not bothering to find out), I will also reject you (be
unable to protect you). . .  

“. . .We condemn ourselves to varying degrees 
when we reject God’s Word, either 

knowingly or unknowingly. . .”

God has  provided the  way to  freedom for  all  those who seek it.  So it  pays  to  be
acquainted with God’s boundaries and then to live within them by His power. This is wise,
for the wage of living in knowledge and wisdom is “the peace of God (in our lives) which
passes  all  understanding” (Philippians  4:7).   We who live on  the  highway of  life  are
responsible for finding out the road rules in order to survive and have peace (with our
God).

How To Be Set Free From Sin’s Penalty

By  the  Mosaic  Law the  people  in  Old  Testament  times  became  aware  of  sin  as
transgression (open rebellion against God’s laws). But the Mosaic Law could not provide
any means by which man could be separated from the state of sin, and therefore any way
back to God for the sinner. So man remained in the fallen spiritual state of death, separated
from God under the penalty of the law of sin and death.  Furthermore the Mosaic Law
could provide no means, no power by which the people of God in Old Testament times
could walk in righteousness and overcome the domination of the sin nature.  The Law
could only identify sin and cover it by the atoning animal sacrifices, not deal with its power
directly.  Only the death of a sinless man and the shedding of His precious Blood could pay
the price to bring man to a position where he can overcome sin.

Now under the New Testament or New Covenant, those who are in Christ are set free
from the law of sin and death and all its penalties.  This legal position can also become an
experiential one as we are led by the Holy Spirit and empowered by God’s grace.  

ROMANS 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation  (guilt) to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh  (by self-rule, self-effort, etc.), but after the
Spirit (to do the will of God in every area of our lives).

GALATIANS  5:16   This  I  say  then,  Walk  (ordering  your  behaviour) in  the  Spirit
(yielding to God and believing for His grace to give empowerment), and you shall not fulfil
the lust of the flesh (the corrupt desires of the sin nature).

ROMANS 8:12  Therefore,  brethren  (Paul  is  speaking to  Saints),  we are debtors  (to
Christ for He has paid our debt), not to the flesh to live after the flesh (to live by self-rule,
in our own strength).

ROMANS 8:13  For if you live after the flesh (in carnality and self-effort), you shall die
(have no victory): but if you through the Spirit (by His power) do mortify the deeds of
the body (this is the only way to overcome the flesh), you shall live (walk in victory and
bring glory to God).
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There is therefore no condemnation in the life of the Christian who is led by the
Spirit, which includes, of course, being led by the logos (written) Word and the rhema
(revealed) Word. Indeed such a person is able to identify every wrong desire the flesh
promotes. When the flesh rises up with its evil tendencies, the awareness of wrong intent
and desire will come to us through a renewed mind (educated spirit) or the prompting of
the Holy Spirit.  It is then our choice to yield to the Spirit or our flesh.

Note: The law of sin and death, in regard to the positional righteousness of a Saint,
finds nothing to condemn.  The law of sin and death, on an experiential level, finds nothing
to condemn in the person who is led and empowered by the Spirit.

As we will to obey God, then yield to the Holy Spirit, He will empower us, through the
graces  of  His  Divine  Nature,  to  overcome sin  and walk  in  righteousness.  The  choice,
however, lies with each of us as to which we will yield to, moment by moment. The more
we develop the habit of responding to the Spirit’s direction and not the dictates of the flesh,
the more this will become an habitual way of life.  However if we do the contrary, the
reverse will occur. So inevitably it is our decision as to whether we follow the Spirit and
walk in freedom, or the flesh and suffer bondage and loss.

“. . .The more we develop the habit of responding to
the Spirit’s direction and not the dictates of the flesh,
the more this will become an habitual way of life. . .”

Paul states in Galatians that if we are led by the Spirit, we are not under the Law:

GALATIANS 5:18  But if you be led of the Spirit, you are not under the Law (in fact
any law).

Here Paul is referring to all law including the Mosaic Law, for we are not under the
Law of Moses, or any other form of legalism, as a means of obtaining righteousness, or
indeed, pleasing God.  In fact, as we know, this is impossible.

Note:  In his letter to the Galatian churches, Paul is presenting a teaching in which he
tried to correct the serious doctrinal error that the Judaizers, who had infiltrated the church
in this region, had brought in.

Paul is also reminding the Galatians that although they were required to live a Godly
life and were not to  “fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16), they were also not to
embrace any form of legalism. This had been one of the failings of the Galatian churches,
to become ensnared by those who taught them that they must obey the “letter” of the
Mosaic Law as a means of trying to gain favour with God (e.g. through circumcision).
Thus Paul exhorts them to stand fast in their liberty and not to become entangled again in
“the yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1).  Inevitably, their strong stance on turning to the
Mosaic  Law as  a  means  of  justification,  as  taught  to  them by  Judaizers,  would  have
resulted in them falling from the grace of justification by faith (Galatians 5:4).

For Christians intent on yielding to the Holy Spirit, “The letter of the Law is now their
helper, no longer their absolute rigid rule; as a rule it is superseded by the law written in
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the heart (2 Corinthians  3:6-11; Hebrews  8:8-11).  As Chrysostom writes in his note on
the present passage, “They are raised to a height far above the Law’s injunction.” ” 16

The belief in  licence, or excessive fleshly freedom because we are under grace, was
also encountered by Paul and firmly rejected by him as a valid Christian pathway.  This is
to completely misunderstand grace by which we are both saved and empowered to live a
Godly life.  Grace does not give us licence to sin so that grace may abound, as Paul queries
in Romans 6:1 and answers his own question in the next verse.  We were saved from sin,
not to return to it but to live righteously by Divine empowerment.

ROMANS 6:15  What then? (This presents Paul going back to the first question he asked
in this Chapter.) shall we sin, because we are not under the Law, but under Grace? (If
we think such a thing, then we’re completely misunderstanding Grace. The Grace of God
gives us the liberty to live a Holy life, which we do through Faith in Christ and the Cross,
and not licence to sin as some think.) God forbid (every true Believer hates sin; so the idea
of living under its dominion is abhorrent to say the least!). (E.S.B.)

TITUS 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men  (is
available to all, not only certain ones as the false doctrine of predestination teaches)

TITUS 2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world (this can be done if we do it God’s
way)

The Christian life is not to be one of either  legalism or licence. It is to be a life of
faith, love and obedience, and of allowing ourselves to be led and empowered by the Holy
Spirit. Then as we walk according to the Spirit, we will not come under the law of sin and
death (will receive no condemnation - Romans 8:1), we will not be subject to legalism or
dead works (Galatians 5:18) and we will not fulfill fleshly lusts (Galatians 5:16).

“. . .The Christian life is not to be one of either
legalism or licence. It is to be a life of faith, love and
obedience, and of allowing ourselves to be led and

empowered by the Holy Spirit. . .”

In the modern Pentecostal Church,  it is a sad fact that many are turning their so-
called “faith” into another law.  What we mean by this is that Believers are using formulas
as a basis for their works in order to gain favour with God so that His power and blessing
may come upon them as a guaranteed benefit.  Much of this reliance upon formulas is
promoted in terms of the “prosperity doctrine” and concerns material wealth.  For example,
if the Christian gives a certain amount of money into some aspect of the Lord’s work, then
He is obligated to give a return on their investment of another guaranteed amount.  If this is
our focus then the Cross is not our focus, and we will be unbalanced in our Christian walk,
lacking power, wisdom and Holy Spirit direction.  Only by yielding to the Holy Spirit can
we please God and be empowered to serve Him, on His terms not ours.  God’s arm will not
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be twisted by formulas or us “wresting” the scriptures to suit our own desires and self-
interest.

JAMES 4:7  Submit yourselves (yield every area) therefore to God. Resist the devil (in
faith), and he will flee from you.

JAMES 4:8  Draw near to God (seek His face), and He will draw near to you . . . 

Notice that this scripture tells us we must first submit to God before we can resist the
devil in the power of the Divine Nature.  Then the next verse says “Draw near to God, and
He will draw near to you.”  There is no other way to defeat sin except through being in
Christ and being empowered by the Spirit.  Through us drawing “near” to God, the enemy
may have come against us one way, but he will flee from us  “seven ways” in disarray
(Deuteronomy 28:7).  The Lord is, as we “draw near,” our Protector, Provider, Comforter,
and the One Who leads us in His ways of righteousness.  Hallelujah.

In Christ, and as we allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit, we die to the law of sin and
death. We do this through our actions of faith, by nailing our sin to the Cross through
repentance, firstly at salvation.  Then as sin subsequently appears in our lives, we must put
it under the Blood through repentance.

The penalty of the law of sin and death can only have authority over us AS LONG
AS WE ARE ALIVE TO IT. (This  general  principle  is  shown in Paul’s  illustration in
Romans 7:1-4.)  And we remain alive to the law of sin and death by yielding to the dictates
of the sin nature, either ignorantly or willfully.  Also, if we do not deal with known sin by
putting it under the Blood of the Lamb, then we become alive to this law and its penalties
in that area of sin.  In other words, Christians’ sins are not automatically dealt with.  We
need to acknowledge our sin and repent before the Blood can do its work.  These are the
terms of our Covenant in God, e.g. 1 John 1:9.

“. . .The penalty of the law of sin and death can only
have authority over us AS LONG AS WE ARE

ALIVE TO IT. . .”

The way to die to every penalty of the law of sin and death  is to reject anything not
of God, and anything which does not line up with His Word, and to believe on God’s
Covenant that He has established with us through the Blood of His Son.  We have been
legally separated from the law of sin and death, and the sin nature is legally disengaged.
Let us strive with the help of the Holy Spirit to make this legal position an experiential one
also, whereby we know the reality of this freedom in our lives.

The  penalty  of  the law cannot  legally  apply  to  us  (keep us  under  the  authority  of
darkness) in any area  if we put all sin under the Blood, then renew our minds with the
Word of God and purpose to act willingly in faith on that renewal in the power of the
Spirit. Once again this is encapsulated in the phrase, “being led by the Spirit.”
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ROMANS 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you (all
Christians) present (dedicate, yield) your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God (by taking up the cross of self-denial and continuing in God’s Word) ,  which is your
reasonable service.

ROMANS 12:2  And be not conformed to this world (and its ways): but be transformed
(changed) by the renewing of your mind (the way you think), that you may prove (and
know for yourself) what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

In doing this, with God’s grace at work in us, we can be set free from the enemy’s
influence in every area of our lives. Therefore as we fellowship with God and seek truth,
the truth will set us free by the power of God.  This is evidenced in scripture:

JOHN 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews who believed on Him, “If you continue in
My Word, then are you My Disciples indeed;

JOHN 8:32  And you shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free (this is
the secret of all abundant Life in Christ; the “Truth” is “Jesus Christ and Him Crucified,”
which alone is the answer to the problems of Man). (E.S.B.)

JOHN 8:36  If the Son  (Jesus Christ) therefore shall make you free, you shall be free
indeed  (a freedom which the world  cannot  give,  and in  fact  doesn’t  even understand  :
E.S.B.).

Wuest  enlightens  us  and  gives  us  a  good  understanding  of  these  promises  in  his
explanation of Romans 6:12-14:

ROMANS 6:12  Let not sin  (the sin nature) therefore reign in your mortal body, that
you should obey it in the lusts thereof.

ROMANS 6:13  Neither yield your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those who are alive from the dead (raised with
Christ in newness of life), and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

ROMANS 6:14  For sin (the sin nature) shall not have dominion over you: for you are
not under the Law, but under grace.

God’s Emancipation Proclamation

“A literal translation of Romans 6:12–14 is as follows: “Therefore, stop letting sin rule
constantly as king in your bodies which are subject to death, resulting in your habitual
obedience to its cravings. Neither keep on habitually putting your members at the service
of sin as weapons of unrighteousness. But put yourselves once for all at the service of God,
as those who are living ones out from among the dead, and put your members once for all
at the service of God as weapons of righteousness, for sin shall not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law but under grace.”

The  word  studies  are  as  follows:  In  verse  twelve,  the  Greek  construction  in  the
exhortation forbids the continuance of a habit already going on. Those believers before
salvation had been constantly allowing sin to reign over their bodies. The word “reign” is
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from a word which refers to a king reigning. The prepositional phrase could show either
purpose or result. This preposition often means the latter, and we have so translated it. The
word “lust” has changed its meaning since the Authorized Version was made. It refers
today  to  an  immoral  desire.  The  Greek  word  refers  simply  to  a  desire,  and  has  a
preposition prefixed which intensifies the meaning, thus, a craving. The context rules as to
whether it is an evil or a good desire.

In verse thirteen, the first exhortation is in the same construction as in verse twelve,
forbidding the continuance of an action already going on. The word “yield” is from a word
which means “to put at the service of,” as a volunteer placing himself at the service of this
government or an individual at the service of a master. The word “instruments” is from a
Greek word which means, “tools or instruments, a ship’s tackle, implements of war.” It is
used in John 18:3 in the last sense. Our members, namely, our eyes, hands, feet, mind, are
weapons which either Satan or God may use. This at once brings to mind the conception of
two armies, Satan’s and God’s. When a saint puts his members at the service of Satan, he
fights against God and His army, which is a serious thing. The second exhortation in verse
thirteen is in a construction which exhorts to a once-for-all act. We are to put ourselves
and our members at the service of God once for all. Having done that we must keep hands
off. We are bought with a price, and we are not our own. We must daily, yes, hourly, count
ourselves as having thus put ourselves into the hands of God for His service.

“. . .We must daily, yes, hourly, count ourselves as
having thus put ourselves into the hands of God 

for His service. . .”

In verse fourteen we have the promise, that having done this, sin shall no longer have
lordship over us. This is God’s emancipation proclamation. The definite article before the
word “law,” does not appear in the Greek. The absence of the article gives the idea that
Christians are not under the law as a method of divine dealing. That is, we are not unsaved
persons upon whom the law makes demands that no unsaved person can ever meet, for the
law commands to obedience but gives neither the desire nor the power to obey. But we are
under grace as a method of divine dealing, for grace sweetly exhorts to a life of obedience
and provides both the desire and the power to obey (Philippians 2:12–13).” 17

(underlines added)

Everything has been provided so that we may walk in the freedom Christ won for us at
the Cross.   It  is  we who must  choose to  allow the truth to  set  us free  by committing
ourselves to it.

The Cross Is The Door Of Grace

We  have  said  that  if  we  walk  according  to  the  Spirit  we  will  not  come  under
condemnation, we will not be subject to legalism or dead works and we will not fulfill
fleshly lusts.  But we can go one step further and state that if the Christian does not go
through the door of grace daily, then in their dealings with their so-called faith, they will
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revert to law.  It may not be the Law of Moses but nevertheless, it will be law - trying to do
good in God’s eyes according to one’s knowledge of God’s Word but by human strength
and willpower.  Again, without going through Calvary’s gate at the start of every day to be
empowered to run the race God has set before us, we will fail to do God’s will and live in
His power.

There is no other way to live life except by going daily through these gates which give
entry to the throneroom (Hebrews 4:16).  Living according to formulas based on law is no
way for a Christian to live.  In fact then law governs one’s life instead of grace.  We are to
remember at all times that we are to live by grace through faith - there is simply no other
way.

If we are living under the bondage of law, then the sin nature will once again gain
ascendancy, roaring back into life and deceiving us by our so-called “good intentions.”
And when we obey God’s laws in the flesh, all that will happen is that we will become
religious like the Pharisees and no better than they were in the way we live our life - except
that Christ has given us eternal life.

“. . .Again, without going through Calvary’s gate at
the start of every day to be empowered to run the race

God has set before us, we will fail to do God’s will
and live in His power. . .”

No matter how much we pray, read our Bible, study the scriptures, fast, go to church
or give of ourselves in time and resources, nothing will replace God’s prescribed order.
This is of course His grace at work in us so that we do His will by His power.  So yes we
will do all these things and more, but the difference is this - it will be in His strength as His
Divine  Nature  enmeshes  with  our  human nature.   Then we will  have  a  clear  divinely
inspired purpose, all this because we have been raised with Christ!

We will not come to God with our ideas and ask Him to bless them.  We will go to God
first to receive His will for our lives in all areas.  Then we can thank Him for His blessing
as we yield daily to the Holy Spirit  as our Guide and the Provider  of all  good things,
including faith to run the race.

Without this Holy Spirit order in our lives, the sin nature will affect our thinking and
we will  be directed along paths that can only end up in darkness and defeat - with us
forever going in circles like the unbelieving Israelites in the wilderness who never reached
the Promised Land.

We were not birthed at Calvary to fail but rather to succeed in Christ so that God’s will
can be done on this earth through us, the New Testament Church.  Let us not therefore be
governed by law, but rather, let us allow God to be God in us and through us, so that all the
glory will belong to Him.

Living in His grace will cause us to keep His holy standards that constitute His Law.
Again the only way for the Christian to live is by grace through faith.  Again, anyone who
is not living this way will experience defeat in the areas concerned.

Law has its place but must never replace grace.  God’s Laws are good but it is God’s
grace that  affords us  the faith  and passion to  live according to  these laws.   So again,
summing it up, it is not law that should govern our lives even though we should do what
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the Law of God says.  Rather it is by the grace given to us at Calvary that we should live
our lives, day by day.  It is this Holy Spirit given grace and this grace alone that should
empower and direct our lives - day by day, hour by hour and even minute by minute.

Therefore it is only those in Christ who are  yielding to the Spirit of Grace who can
progress in their Christian walk.  It is He who will take us on into the Promised Land of
God’s will for our lives.  He will not leave us in the wilderness to roam around in circles,
blinded by ignorance and unbelief.  The Spirit will bring us to the table of the Father to
taste of the Divine riches that will empower our soul and cause our feet to dance to the tune
set by God.  No worldly or fleshy want will sway us as we lean not on our understanding or
the wisdom of the world but rather on the unsearchable riches of God’s Word, both logos
and rhema.  It is by this source that we should order our life, knowing that God will supply
the  grace  that  will  empower  us  at  every  level  within  our  makeup  to  live  in  the
righteousness that He has set before us - in other words, His will!

“. . .The Spirit will bring us to the table of the Father
to taste of the Divine riches that will empower 

our soul and cause our feet to dance 
to the tune set by God. . .”

So as far as we are concerned, God’s will is our law and the Spirit is the Giver of all
grace so that we can live life in abundance, as Jesus said.  Only through Calvary, through
our risen Lord, can this abundance be evidenced in the life of the Christian.  The power to
live the saved life has been given, but sadly not all have received this power.  Yes people
are saved but have not gone on to progress in the Christian faith.  They exist in Christ but
are not living with Christ and in Christ at an experiential level.  To do so is to recognize the
Cross as the doorway of grace, and that we have a daily need to connect with the Father so
that this grace by which we are led and empowered can be experienced, for our sake and
the sake of others.

Who Curses ?

Background Reading:  Deuteronomy 11:26-28

Many who are ignorant of the love of God and the nature of God interpret unforeseen
negative  circumstances  as  God punishing either  themselves  or  others.  Sometimes  such
events are merely unfortunate accidents, and in any case, God does not curse in this way -
but  man places himself under a curse when he draws away from the Light or does not
bother to find and embrace it.

It is not God Who keeps a sinner under the curse.  Rather, it  is man who leaves
himself under the law’s penalties by choosing to remain in sin. Briefly, to be under a curse
is to be either devoid of God’s protection in certain areas of one’s life (which allows evil to
enter), or to experience some form of lack in one’s life, whether this be spiritual, physical
or mental. Therefore a curse can manifest itself in two ways:

1. As hurt to man or damage to his property, or that over which he is a steward.
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2. This can be extended to continual lack in one’s life, including the lack of God’s
empowerment (grace).

It is important we realize that it is not God who places a curse upon man.  Rather, it is
man who places himself (and sometimes his children) under a curse by engaging in sin or
associating  with  sin  and  its  master  without  true  repentance  (1  Peter  5:8;  John  10:10;
Deuteronomy 11:26-28).

Thus, for example, we see third world countries which are beset with poverty, strife and
famine.  These  countries  come under  the curse  because for  centuries  their  people  have
worshipped  false  gods.  We  in  the  western  world  are  plagued  with  less  obvious
manifestations of the curse, e.g. alcoholism, abortion, suicide, drug addiction, psychiatric
illness,  divorce,  escalating  crime  rates,  etc.  This  is  because  many  people  in  western
countries  have  turned  aside  from  any  reverence  for  God  and  His  laws,  and  as  a
consequence our societies suffer the rewards or wages of sin.

Remember we are either under law and its penalties (through sin), or under grace and
its empowerment (through faith).  Even ignorance will place us at times under the law’s
curse (Isaiah 5:13). Christ has redeemed us from its curse, but our focus must be us in
Christ and He in us, empowering us to believe and trust and obey.  We in Christ are not
meant to come under the penalty of the law in any area, for He has paid the price.  The
penalty of the law has been paid in full.  We are legally in this position, but to experience
this freedom, we must choose to leave behind the darkness of sin in each and every area.
The Spirit will lead us out of every bondage to sin as we yield to Him, believing God’s
Word as co-heirs with Christ, and seeking the necessary grace.

“. . .It is important we realize that it is not God who
places a curse upon man. . .”

We can therefore see that God, in His love, allows man to choose his own destiny of
life or death (victory or bondage) in each and every area of his life. And as people choose
to come under God’s Covenant and obey His righteous laws, they will reap blessing instead
of the curse, and victory instead of bondage.  All this is possible because of the Great
Exchange that took place at Calvary - the righteous One paying the price and receiving the
punishment due to the guilty.

Christians keep God out of their lives in the areas in which they allow sin to reign. In
allowing the sin nature to be enthroned in areas, they are denying God and His power
access to them. Therefore such Christians are powerless in these areas because they have
given them over to the sin nature and the enemy.

ROMANS 6:16  Know you not (Christians), that to whom you yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants (the word means “slaves”) you are to whom you obey; whether of
sin  (the sin nature) unto death  (defeat and bondage), or of obedience  (God’s way) unto
righteousness (victory and peace)?

Law
56



JOHN 8:34  Jesus answered them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever commits
sin is the servant of sin (is in bondage and is not free).”

However, Christians who are walking in faith (and empowerment) according to God’s
Word and will in their lives will not come under the penalty of the law of sin and death in
any area. It is only when Christians step outside the protection of God’s Word and will by
breaking a law (sinning by disobeying God) that they open the door for evil  (and thus
bondage)  to  enter  that  area  of  their  lives.   Note  however  that  the  degree  of  sin  will
determine the degree of bondage.

An example of this can be seen in 2 Kings 18:11-12. Here we see that the Israelites
were taken captive by their enemy the King of Assyria because they had transgressed the
Covenant they had made with God.

2 KINGS 18:11  And the King of Assyria (an enemy of Israel) did carry away (deport)
Israel  (Israel  being a type-pattern of Christians) unto Assyria  (describes  the  fall  of  the
Northern Kingdom) . . . 

This happened:

2 KINGS 18:12 Because they (Israel, the Northern Kingdom) obeyed not the voice of the
Lord their God, but transgressed  (violated) His Covenant  (describes the reason for the
fall) . . . 

Here the Israelites were cursed (taken captive by Assyria and deported) because they
abandoned the Lord’s commandments and so lost the Lord’s protection.

“. . .Christians keep God out of their lives in the areas
in which they allow sin to reign. . .”

Sadly,  many Christians today are not walking in step with God’s Spirit  and are,  in
ignorance, or even rebellion, being taken captive by the enemy to varying degrees. Indeed
ignorance  is  one  of  the  main  doors  by  which  people  give  the  devil  and  his  forces
permission to enter their lives and bring them into bondage.  These agents of darkness use
every  available  means  of  deception  to  keep  the  heathen  in  darkness  and  to  promote
darkness in  the minds of  Christians.   Lies,  duplicity,  false  promises  and deceit  are  all
weapons used by the enemy - to entice, seduce and blind to the truth, the truth that would
set the sinner free (John 8:31-32).  Most Christians do not know when, let alone how, the
devil is at work in their lives. This is because they remain uneducated in spiritual matters,
and do not know their rights and authority in Christ, or the power that is available to them
through the Divine Nature.
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The Way Out Of Bondage

Background Reading: John 8:31-36

The answer for people who have placed themselves under the law of sin and death and
its penalties (in any area) is to:

1. Discover  or  refresh  themselves  in  the  knowledge  of  “the  finished  work  of
Christ.”  This  means  we  identify  with  Him,  being  in  Him  in  His  death  and
Resurrection:

ROMANS 6:3   Do you not know that all we who were placed in Christ Jesus, in His
death were placed? (Wuest)

ROMANS 6:4  We therefore were entombed with Him through this being placed in His
death, in order that in the same manner as there was raised up Christ out from among
those who are dead through the glory of the Father, thus also we by means of a new life
imparted (that being the Divine Nature) may order our behavior. (Wuest)

From this base, people then need to:

2. Seek whatever truth is needed in their life.  God guarantees that we will find truth
if we seek it diligently with a sincere, open heart. We should always allow God to
show us the way, however, so that step by step, we can obtain what we need.

ISAIAH 55:6  Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.

ISAIAH 55:7  Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for He will abundantly (freely) pardon (a promise of forgiveness).

MATTHEW 7:7  Ask and it shall be given you (whatever you have need of); seek (with a
sincere heart) and you shall find; knock, and it (the door) shall be opened unto you.

MATTHEW 7:8  For every one who asks receives; and he who seeks (God’s will) finds;
and to him who knocks, it shall be opened.

3. Acknowledge the truth. We need to acknowledge that our way is wrong and that
God’s way is right. Indeed, His way is the only way that is perfect.

PSALM 18:30  As for God, His way is perfect: the Word of the Lord is (tested and) tried
. . . 

JOHN 14:6  Jesus said unto him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life . . . ”

ISAIAH 55:8  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My
ways,” says the Lord.

ISAIAH 55:9  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”
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We need to have heart-knowledge that God is faithful to His Word, and perfect and just
in all His ways. We need to have the attitude that God’s Word is final, being the law of
righteousness by which we live. We need to give His Word first place in our lives and
esteem it above all else.

PSALM 119:72  The law of Your mouth is better unto me than thousands of (pieces of)
gold and silver.  (The possession of the Scriptures is greater wealth than all the treasure the
world contains : E.S.B.)

PSALM 119:165  Great peace have they who love Your law: and nothing shall offend
them (make them stumble).

4. Repent of wrong. After acknowledging truth, we need to repent of any wrongdoing
according to 1 John 1:9 so that our fellowship with God can be fully restored, first
legally then experientially.  The Blood of Christ must cover all sin - at salvation and
after salvation - in order for us to be totally set free.

1 JOHN 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (consequences of sin).

 True repentance requires a heart commitment to turn around from the wrong (sin) we
have been doing, and then to live and act according to God’s Word. God will then give us
the power to overcome in that particular area.

5. Act according to truth. This involves total submission to God’s law of truth. Our
repentance will be demonstrated in our  actions of faith empowered by the Divine
Nature.

JAMES 2:17  Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead (lifeless), being alone (true faith
will always produce works, which are then the proof of its genuineness, as the next verse
states).

JAMES 2:18  Yes, a man may say, “You have faith, and I have works:” show me your
faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

6. Fellowship regularly with God. This includes praising and worshipping the Lord
on both an individual and a corporate basis.  We should also be speaking to Him
through prayer  and listening for His response (Ephesians 6:18;  Revelation 3:20;
John 4:23.)

7. Continue to follow God in all things. To maintain a successful walk in the Lord,
we need to consistently study His Word and observe to do, by His grace, all that He
says. In this way we can be blessed of God and be a blessing to others.

2 TIMOTHY 2:15  Study to show yourself approved unto God (as a workman who has
been put to the test and has proven himself), a workman who needs not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing (analyzing) the Word of truth (Hebrews 5:13-14).
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JOSHUA 1:8  This Book of the Law (God’s Word today) shall not depart out of your
mouth (you are to talk about the Word constantly): but you shall meditate therein day   and  
night (you are to think about the Word constantly), that you may observe (be watchful) to
do (act) according to all that is written therein:  (and this is the promise) for then you
shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success.

Our success must not be measured by the world’s standards of riches and fame.  It can
only be measured by our obedience to the Lord (in His strength),  so that we walk in His
perfect will.  This is the only true measure of success.  Our character will then reflect and
display this success in all that we do.

“. . .Our success must not be measured by the world’s
standards of riches and fame. . .”

The Word states that we do not live on physical food alone, but by every Word that
proceeds from the mouth of God, i.e. God’s Word (Matthew 4:4). God has given us this
Manual of Life so we can know our rights and authority in Christ and have victory in all
we do.

PROVERBS 3:5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own
understanding (your own thinking, your own way of doing things).

PROVERBS 3:6  In all your ways acknowledge Him  (in other words, do not self-rule
which is man’s greatest problem), and He shall direct your paths.

COLOSSIANS 1:10  That you might walk worthy of the Lord unto all  pleasing  (to
please  Him  in  all  respects),  being  fruitful  (bearing  fruit) in  every  good  work,  and
increasing in the knowledge of God;

COLOSSIANS 1:11  Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power (so
that you may live a holy life), unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

ECCLESIASTES  7:19   Wisdom  strengthens  the  wise  more  than  ten  mighty  men
(rulers) who are in the city.  (A city is far better off having ten wise men than ten mighty
men . . : E.S.B.)

ISAIAH 40:31 . . . they who wait upon the Lord (constantly seek His face so as to do His
will) shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint (shall have the strength needed
for their journey of faith - Matthew 11:28-30).

As we dedicate ourselves to serve our Lord by goaling to do all He commands, God
promises that He will give us the strength to overcome. We allow Him to empower us,
through the graces of His Divine Nature, as we determine to do what is right and believe
that He will indeed provide not only truth, but also the strength required to walk in it. As
scripture tells us:
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PHILIPPIANS 4:13  I  can do all  things  through Christ  Who strengthens  me  (as  I
submit to God and His Word).

THE LAW OF LOVE

Background Reading:  1 John 3:14-18; 1 John 4:7-21

To  live  in  the  full  benefits of  God’s  Covenant,  we  have  been  given  two  simple
commandments to live by. If we obey these two commands, we fulfill all the law which
applies today. And as we have already learned, the law which applies today concerns “the
spirit of the Law” or God’s moral principles, all of which have been in existence since the
beginning of time. Let’s turn to Matthew 22:36-40, where one of the Pharisees was testing
Jesus with this question:

MATTHEW 22:36  “Master (teacher), which is the great (greatest) commandment of the
Law?”

MATTHEW 22:37  Jesus said unto him, “You shall  love the Lord Your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind (this is the foundation of all
the Law, and as well, applies to the present Day of Grace).  (E.S.B.)

MATTHEW 22:38  This is the first and great (greatest) commandment.

This means a 300% commitment to making Jesus Lord of your whole life.

300% =
100% of your spirit
100% of your soul
100% of your body

MATTHEW 22:39  And the second is like unto it,  You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.

MATTHEW 22:40  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets
(these are the foundation for everything else).”

“. . .the law which applies today concerns “the spirit
of the Law” or God’s moral principles, all 

of which have been in existence since 
the beginning of time. . .”

As we purpose to obey these commandments, God can, by His Spirit, empower   us to  
live the way that pleases Him. This will only happen, however, if we willingly surrender
our whole life to serve Him. In order to walk in this surrender, we must be open to His
truths, accept them wholeheartedly and then act on them in faith, thanking Him for the
power of the Divine Nature in order to do so.
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As we are led by the Spirit of God, we place ourselves under a higher law which is
called “the Law of Life in Christ Jesus” or “the law of love.”

When led by the Spirit we are in Christ not only in a legal sense, but also in a living
active (conditional) sense, as we receive the Spirit’s direction and empowerment in our
lives.

The purpose of God’s Laws was and is to show man’s duties and responsibilities to
God and to his fellow man. These duties and responsibilities are summarized as follows:

1.  We are to love God with all our heart, soul and strength.

2.  We are to love our neighbour as ourselves.

“. . .As we are led by the Spirit of God, we place
ourselves under a higher law which is called “the

Law of Life in Christ Jesus” or “the law of love.”. . .”

When we fulfill these two commandments, we fulfill “all the Law and the Prophets,”
and so walk in the law of love.  This love is “agape” love - the God-type love.  This is the
type of love that was shown at Calvary, and we can now, by God’s grace, walk in this love
through allowing the grace of His Divine Nature to rule in our hearts (2 Peter 1:4).  For
instance, we can now pray for our enemies and love them with the love of Christ.  It is not
that we change ourselves through what we know or what we want.  Change comes as a
result of Divine influence upon the heart of a Saint that not only transforms his mind but
also his  motives.  Christ  is  the fulfillment  of  the Mosaic  Law,  and all  God’s  righteous
standards are met as we obey these two commandments from the heart.  

Conclusion

As we choose to  obey God’s  commandments, His  power  can  flow through us  to
reveal  to the world that God is indeed alive to mankind through our risen Lord, Jesus
Christ. Even today, though we are saved solely by grace through faith, the magnitude of our
love for God will be measured by our yieldedness to the Spirit and our obedience.  For
Jesus said:

JOHN 14:21  “He who has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves Me:
and he who loves Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
(reveal) Myself to him.”

And again in John 14:23:
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JOHN 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, “If a man love Me, he will keep My
Words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode
with him.”

 This is neither legalism nor licence - for we are to obey the “spirit” of the Law and
not the letter - willingly and from the heart.  These verses do not tell us we can do what we
feel like.  Neither do they describe the legalistic obedience of rules, or the making of our
faith into a set of formulas.  We are to obey His righteous laws through surrender to the
Lord, by obtaining His empowerment to do so - for we cannot please Him in our flesh.  So
in this our reliance is on Him directing and empowering us as we take up our cross of self-
denial on a daily basis (Matthew 10:37-38; 16:24).

“. . .Change comes as a result of Divine influence
upon the heart of a Saint that not only 

transforms his mind but also his motives. , ,”

So let us have a balanced approach to this subject of law.  Let us seek not only His
empowerment (through the graces and energies of His Divine Nature strengthening our
heart), but also the leading of the Holy Spirit (so that we may progress and mature in our
Christian life through the development of faith). Our living witness will then show that
God is faithful, powerful and true to His Word of deliverance, protection, provision and
promise.

Throughout the Gospel, in every area, for those in Christ, God is on our side. As our
Creator, He is now rejoicing over us. As our Judge, He is now satisfied. As our Lord, He
now blesses us. As our King, He now shares His realm with us. As our Father, He now
shares His very self with us.

To God be all the glory and may you continue to have the victory in Christ Jesus.

TIME LIMIT - Due on or before.........................

This time limit is based on a minimum of ....... hours of study per week.
You should allow as a general guideline, ........... hours to answer the questions.

TOTAL ALLOWANCE   ......... hours.

If you are having problems completing this study within these guidelines, you may
need to seek assistance from those in charge of distribution.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

The following questions are designed to assess how much you have understood and retained from
your studies.

Answer and number all questions on line-ruled paper, giving two or three scriptures with each
answer whenever possible. Also give an explanation, whenever possible, of how you arrived at your
answer.

Answer these questions according to the instructions given regarding the grade you have chosen to
work at, i.e. either Intermediate Grade or Ordinary Grade.

If you do not understand a particular question, contact those responsible for distribution.
For ease of correction  write the actual question down on your answer sheet before answering

each question, and please print all answers to the questions.

Note: If you do not agree with any particular viewpoint expressed in the studies and you have
another viewpoint, answer questions relating to this area in the following manner:

The view that the studies teach is . . . . . . . . . . . 

But I believe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
         (and state the reasons why you do so )

Note: Remember the time limit and complete the study and your answers within the allotted
period.

If you are studying at Intermediate Grade, you will later be eligible to do the Advanced Questions if
you so desire. You will not be able to use your study books or notes to help you answer these questions.
In fact all you will be able to use are Bibles and Concordances. So prepare for this by studying properly
and answering these questions according to the instructions given.

(See letters concerning how to study.)

____________________________________________



LAW
Study Questions

1. Spiritually speaking, what are the two systems under which man can live, and what
are the basic operating principles of both?

2. Give the basic meaning of the term “law” as it pertains to God, and provide at least
four examples of Biblical applications of this term.

3. Why is there often a great deal of confusion regarding this subject of Biblical law?
Give examples.

4. In society today when a majority of people do not live within God’s laws of life,
what kinds of “fruit” will become evident?

5. What  is  the  connection  between  the  teaching  of  God’s  standards,  focus  and
empowerment?

6. What does the existence of death prove, and what is the evidence or  “sting” of
death?

7. Why is the Law the “strength” or power of sin?  Explain.

8. Why does the Law of God excite the sinful nature?

9. Why does  the  Christian  often  find  himself  obeying  God  from impure  motives?
How can this be corrected and what will result if it is?

10. Give three examples of God’s basic principles being the same in the Old and New
Testaments.

11. How do we fulfill (obey) the Law of God in order to please Him?

12. What  does  being  under  the  law  of  sin  and  death  involve,  and  what  are  the
consequences now and in the eternal future?

13. What does being under the law of life involve and what are the consequences, now
and for eternity?

14. What choice does the Christian have, moment by moment, and what is the function
of the will in this process?

15. Can man, by using psychology, be helped to overcome the operation of the law of
sin and death in his life?  Discuss.

16. What is the Mosaic Law and what three aspects did it contain?
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17. For what purposes was the Mosaic Law introduced?

18. What new meaning did the Mosaic Law give to sin?

19. Was the Mosaic Law intended to lead people to salvation? If so, how?

20. To which aspect of the Mosaic Law is fallen or unsaved man accountable and why?

21. What is the problem with using the conscience as a guide, and what is needed to
rectify the problem?

22. In what ways is the Law like a mirror?

23. What are the two aspects of Jesus’ relationship to the Law?

24. Will the commandment  “You shall not steal” stop the thief from stealing?  What
then was the Law unable to do?

25. “Forbidden fruit tastes sweeter.”  Relate this saying to the application of the Mosaic
Law.

26. What was the chief limitation of the Law of Moses, yet what provision did it make
for victory in regard to the Old Testament Saints?

27. The Pharisees made what great error of judgement in regard to the Mosaic Law?

28. How do many unsaved people still live in bondage to the law today?

29. Did the Mosaic Law replace the Covenant of Promise as a means of justification?
Explain.

30. What laws can be upheld by abortion, what law is broken by abortion and what is
the problem that is clearly revealed here?

31. How  are  God’s  moral  absolutes  administered  today,  and  how  were  they
administered under the Old Covenant?

32. Explain how the power of the sinful nature was legally broken.

33. What is our responsibility in regard to the sin nature and how do we carry out this
responsibility?

34. What does “you are not under the law but under grace” (Romans 6:14) mean, and
how is this statement of Paul’s often misinterpreted?

35. What is “antinomianism,” and what is wrong with this philosophy?
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36. If the law is still alive, why are we dead to it?

37. What is our relationship to the laws of God today?

38. What is “the spirit of the Law,” how did Jesus encapsulate it in the New Testament,
and what responsibility do we have towards it?

39. Discuss what it means to say that Christ’s death was “vicarious.”

40. Why is the obligation of Believers to meet “the righteous requirements of the Law”
(Romans 8:4) increased?

41. Jesus was the proper goal and conclusion of the Mosaic Law. Explain what this
means.

42 (a) Which parts of the Old Covenant (or Mosaic Law) have become obsolete and why?

(b) What aspect of the Mosaic Law remains today and why is this so?

43. Israel had three major purposes under God

(a) What were these, and which did they fulfill?

(b) Which did they not fulfill, and who today has been given responsibility for this?

44. “The Christian whose intention is to please God, will, without grace, always operate
under the laws of religion.”  Explain and discuss.

45. For the Christian, why are “law” and “grace” mutually exclusive (i.e. cannot both
operate at the same time) ?

46. Explain  the  difference  between  “good”  works  and  “Godly”  works,  and  relate
“Godly” works to “agape” love.

47. How does the Christian deal with sin:

(a) By law - and what are the consequences?

(b) By grace - and what are the consequences?

48. What is “salvation from self” and how do we gain it?

49. What is the value and purpose of law in general?

50. What responsibility does the Christian have in relation to the government and the
laws of our society?
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51 (a) Explain what happens spiritually when a Christian sins and therefore breaks the
Law of God.

     (b) What legality is satisfied when we repent and why?

52. What two laws in the spirit realm are diametrically opposed to one another and how
do each of these laws relate to Christians, positionally and experientially?

53. What can Christians do if evil tries to afflict them unlawfully and what scriptures
warn us in this regard?

54. Under what conditions is there no condemnation in the life of the Christian?

55. What  was  the  major  problem  Paul  addressed  so  strongly  in  his  letter  to  the
Galatians?

56. The Christian life is to be neither one of legalism or licence. Explain and discuss.

57. How are many Christians today turning their faith into a formula, and what will this
result in?

58. We have been legally separated from the law of sin and death. How do we die to
this law experientially?

59. What  are  the  “members” spoken  of  in  Romans  6:13,  and  what  is  God’s
“emancipation proclamation”?

60. If the Christian does not go through the door of grace daily, in their dealings with
their so-called faith, they will revert to law.  Explain what this statement means.

61 (a) Is it God who curses?  Explain the process involved.

(b) How does being under a curse manifest itself?

    (c) Give examples of the curse manifesting itself in both the western world and third
world countries.

62. Christians who are uneducated in spiritual matters are leaving the welcome mat out
for the devil. Explain.

63. List the steps people need to take to remove themselves from sin’s penalties, giving
an explanation of each step.

64. What is “the law of love” and how do we fulfill it?

65. In  relation  to  God’s  Law,  distinguish  between  John  14:21  and  the  concept  of
legalism.
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66. At what grade did you study this booklet and answer the questions, Ordinary Grade
or Intermediate Grade?

67. Do you wish to commit yourself to studying at 7 hours a week or 4 hours a week in
regard to your next study?

Note: Please send $....................... with these answers for your next study.

Note: Under certain circumstances, you may not feel you can commit 7 hours a week
to the next study.  You can then opt to study at 4 hours a week. The time limits will be
adjusted accordingly. Should your situation change, you can increase your time to 7
hours a week - just notify the college or those in charge of distribution.
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STUDY TIMES
MONTH Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday TOTAL

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5



WE BELIEVE:

 1. The Bible is the inspired, infallible and authoritative written Word of God.

 2. There is one true triune God, eternally co-existent in three persons Who form the Holy Trinity:
God the Father, God the Word and God the Holy Spirit. These three dwell together in perfect
unity, forming one heavenly government called God, and each of the three divine persons we
recognize to be God.

 3. God the Word stripped Himself of His rightful godly privileges and became flesh, a human
being called Jesus Christ. Nevertheless He remained God the Word, being both truly God and
truly man.

 4. Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin. He was crucified, buried,
and then raised from the dead by the power of God. He now sits at the right hand of the Father,
and is the only Mediator between God and man.

 5. In the spiritually lost condition of men - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(are deprived of God’s saving presence).

 6. Salvation is found in no one else except Jesus, and there is no other name under heaven which
is given to men whereby mankind can be saved. 

 7. In the essential need of the new birth by faith in Jesus Christ. The only means of being cleansed
from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious blood of Christ.

 8. Spiritual  regeneration  (the  new birth)  is  brought  about  by  making  Jesus  Christ  Lord  and
Saviour, and by believing that Jesus’ precious shed blood was the price needed to redeem man
from sin.

 9. In the Person and work of the Holy Spirit with His gifts and fruit abiding in the Church.

10. In the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, as the Spirit
gives utterance.

11. That believers should be water-baptized, as the Lord commands, by full immersion, in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

12. That divine healing is provided in the New Covenant through Jesus Christ, by applying faith to
God’s Word of promise.

13. In the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live
a holy life.

14. Jesus Himself shall descend from heaven to resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the
living saints to meet with Him in the air. This event is known as the Rapture of the Church.

15. In the second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth along with His glorified saints. This event will
take place after the Rapture (the snatching away). 

16. That all who accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will enjoy everlasting life with Him.

17. That all who do not accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will spend eternity in everlasting torment
in the lake of fire, along with Satan and his forces of evil.   
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