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THE OLD & NEW COVENANT
In this study we will learn about the Old and the New Covenants, discovering how the

two interlock, and how some parts of the Old Covenant have been fulfilled and so are no
longer applicable while other parts remain universally applicable.

The  Bible,  God’s  written  authoritative  Word, can  be  divided  into  three  main
categories: history, prophecy (which includes the promises of God) and teaching. These
categories are concerned with subject matter which relates to Israel, the Christian Church
and the heathen, at different points in time and in different contexts. So when reading and
studying the Bible, we need to take account of what the scriptures are addressing and to
whom they are directed. We need to consider the context and whether they are applicable to
us,  as  Christians,  today.  Note  that  there  are  many  physical  type-patterns  in  the  Old
Testament which portray and reveal spiritual truths that are relevant to us today. These Old
Testament type-patterns depict God’s principles and His will in picture form, and can help
us better understand spiritual truth.

“. . .So when reading and studying the Bible, we need
to take account of what the scriptures are addressing

and to whom they are directed. . .”

The Bible has been divided into two interlocking parts: “the Old Testament” or Old
Covenant, and “the New Testament” or New Covenant. Although it is divided into two
parts, together these parts describe the complete Covenant of God between mankind and
Himself.

A covenant is a legal agreement between two parties. It is a will or testament which
has conditions that both agreeing parties need to fulfill in order for it to become legally
binding  and  operational.  Where  the  Lord  is  concerned,  a  covenant  is  a  sovereign
pronouncement by God in which He establishes a relationship of responsibility between
Himself and others.

The Covenant of the Old Testament reveals the exacting standards needed to satisfy a
holy and perfect God.  The Covenant revealed in the New Testament shows man how to
live in these standards.  The Old Covenant and the New Covenant do not contradict one
another, but rather form ONE Covenant.

The nation  of  Israel, God’s  chosen  race,  played  a  pivotal  and  crucial  role  in  the
establishment of God’s Covenant with man.  The Old Covenant was set in place between
God and the children of Abraham.  Because Israel was to function as the womb of the
Messiah, it was God’s plan all along that Israel would be the bearer of the good news of the
Gospel to the Gentiles.  The fall of Israel, however, at its greatest when this nation rejected
the Messiah, and its subsequent breaking off from the True Vine (Romans 11:11-25), did
not stop the Gospel  coming to the Gentiles.   It  was then they (the Church) who were
grafted in as a wild olive branch to the true olive root, established by God Himself.  From
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the failure of the Jews came opportunity for the Gentiles to be enriched through the Gospel
and to bear its tidings.  This was prophesied in Genesis.

GENESIS 9:27  God shall enlarge Japheth, and He shall dwell in the tents of Shem
(Israel,  the descendants of  Shem, would reject  Christ,  while the descendants of  Japheth
would accept Him, which means that the Blessing intended for Shem, i.e.,  Israel,  would
instead go to the descendants of Japheth, i.e., the Gentiles: E.S.B.); and Canaan shall be
His servant.

ROMANS 11:11  . . . but rather through their (Israel’s) fall salvation is come unto the
Gentiles, for to provoke them (Israel) to jealousy.

“The phrase, “For to provoke them to jealousy”  (Romans 11:11), harks back to the
Prophecy of Noah after the flood, when he said, “Blessed be the Lord God of Shem (who
spawned Israel and the Messiah), . . . God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the
tents of Shem . . .” (Japheth will receive the Blessings intended for Shem) (Genesis 9:26-
27).

All the Tribes of the Earth are direct descendants of the sons of Noah, “. . . Shem, Ham,
and Japheth . . . ” (Genesis 10:1)

Israel, the descendants of Shem, was to receive the Blessings of the Messiah, and in
fact did bring the Messiah into the world, but rejected Him.  However, the descendants of
Japheth, who make up the white Caucasian Race, did accept The Lord Jesus Christ as the
Messiah and Lord and Saviour.  As a result, and as is plainly obvious all over the world,
and has been for these nearly 2,000 years, the Blessing has gone to Japheth, i.e., “Japheth
has dwelt in the Tents of Blessing originally promised to Shem.”

This  to  be  sure  has  provoked  Israel  to  jealousy,  knowing  that  this  Blessing  of
Leadership in the world rightly belonged to them.  However, they have only themselves to
thank for the terrible unfortunate turn of events.” 1

(underlines and reference added)

“. . .The nation of Israel, God’s chosen race, played a
pivotal and crucial role in the establishment of God’s

Covenant with man. . .”

The story of Israel’s rise as the chosen race and then its fall forms the backdrop to the
teaching of God’s Plan of Redemption through His Covenant with man.  Before examining
God’s Covenant in detail, we will look at a parable that we will later compare with His
Covenant with us. As we know, a parable can be a hypothetical or true story which deals
with ordinary life, and from which moral or spiritual truths can be derived.

THE PARABLE OF THE PROMISED CITY

This parable is about a promise made by a certain person to a community of people.
This promise was that they would obtain a great permanent fortified city of provision and
protection. Firstly the covenant contained a promise that all the materials needed to build
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the city would be provided. Secondly it contained a promise that a worthy servant with the
necessary skills to construct the city of provision and protection would come and do so.

The promise of materials needed to construct the city was contained within the first
part of the covenant. After the fulfillment of this first part, a servant who had the necessary
qualities and wisdom would come to build the city. Also within the covenant there was a
promise of  temporary housing and provision to protect and provide for the people, their
children and their children’s children, until the  worthy servant would come to build the
promised city - the lasting city of provision and protection.

The worthy servant could not come to fulfill the covenant until the first part of the
covenant was established. So before the servant came, the people lived under the terms and
provisions of the first part of the covenant which we will call “the old covenant.”

The conditions which made the people eligible to receive these promises were that
they would work for, serve and obey all the directions of the covenant maker.

Also  contained  within  the  covenant  was  a  promise  that  while  the  people  met  the
conditions of the covenant, the covenant maker’s army would defend them, pursuing and
attacking any enemies who might come against them.

“. . .This promise was that they would obtain a great
permanent fortified city of provision and

protection. . .”

Remember this: The old is only the old when the new is in place. An example of this
would be if you drew up a contract with someone and the conditions were that you would
do certain things in return for the other party doing certain things. If at a later time you both
made another contract extending on the previous one, then the later contract would become
the new contract and the first contract would become the old contract.

The same can be said of the Bible’s Old Testament. The Old Testament was not given
this name in Old Testament times - it was simply called “the Covenant of God.” It only
became the Old Testament when the New Testament came into being.

Break-Up Of The Parable

In the parable the people were given, within the conditions of the covenant, temporary
housing and provision as well as all the materials needed to construct the permanent city.
There were, as we have said, conditions which both sides had to fulfill.

The first part of the covenant (the old covenant) consisted of:

(a) The promise of a city of lasting provision and protection.

(b) The supply of all the materials needed to build this city.

(c) The promise of a worthy servant who would come and build this city.
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(d) The supply of temporary housing and provision until the worthy servant came.

The second part of the covenant (the new covenant) consisted of:

(a) The provision of the worthy servant who had the necessary qualities and wisdom
needed to build the city.

(b) The completion of the everlasting city of provision and protection.

The conditions:

(a) The people were to work for, serve and obey all the directions of the covenant
maker.

(b) In return, the covenant maker would defend, protect and provide for the people.

RELATING THE PARABLE TO GOD’S WORD

We will see clearly how this story relates to God’s Covenant and how some of these
analogies line up with principles and truths contained in God’s Word.

The promises within the parable can be compared to the promises God made to His
people, promises which are written in His Word. The parable itself can be compared to the
Covenant of God. The old covenant in the parable was not fully revealed nor understood
until the worthy servant came to fulfill it. Then the plan of the great city was revealed, and
its grandeur became apparent  to all.  This  occurred because everything which had been
promised then became a physical reality, firmly established for all to see. And once the new
covenant was in force, it shed light on the promise and conditions contained within the old
covenant.

“. . .the Old Testament was the New Testament
concealed and the New Testament is the 

Old Testament revealed. . .”

It has been said concerning God’s Word that the Old Testament was the New Testament
concealed and the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed. Through the analysis of
the parable, we can begin to grasp the meaning of this truth.

THE FIRST PART OF THE COVENANT

The Promised City

The promise of the eternal city of provision and protection can be likened to the
promise God made to a man called Abram in Genesis 17:1-7:
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GENESIS 17:1  And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to
Abram (God revealed himself to Abram about 13 years prior to this, but here renews His
Covenant and enlarges upon the promises made), and said unto him, “I am the Almighty
God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect (blameless, wholehearted, unfaltering in your
faith).

GENESIS 17:2  And I will make My Covenant between Me and you, and will multiply
you exceedingly.”

GENESIS 17:3  And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,

GENESIS 17:4  “As for Me, behold,  My Covenant is with you, and you shall be a
father of many nations.

GENESIS 17:5  Neither shall your name any more be called Abram (meaning “exalted
father”), but your name shall be Abraham (meaning “father of multitudes”); for a father
of many nations have I made you.

GENESIS 17:6  And I will make you exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of you,
and kings shall come out of you.

GENESIS 17:7  And I will establish My Covenant between Me and you and your seed
after you in their generations for an everlasting Covenant, to be a God unto you, and to
your seed after you (this Covenant is linked to “Justification by Faith,” which means that it
is now a part of the New Covenant, which is also referred to as “The Everlasting Covenant”
[Hebrews 13:20]) (E.S.B.).”

The  promise  was  that  God  would  establish  an  everlasting  Covenant between
Himself and Abraham and his descendants. This included the promise to provide for the
needs of those who operated under and according to this Covenant. There were, however,
certain conditions which had to be fulfilled in order for all this to take place, as we see in
verses 9-10:

GENESIS 17:9  And God said unto Abraham, “You shall keep My Covenant (obey My
commandments) therefore, you, and your seed after you in their generations.

GENESIS 17:10 This is My Covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and
your  seed  after  you;  (and  as  a  sign  of  this) Every  man  child  among  you  shall  be
circumcised.”

Thus Abraham and his descendants were required to keep God’s commandments.
This included the commandment of circumcision - for the blood Covenant between God
and man was to be marked in man’s flesh through circumcision. It is interesting to note that
in almost every instance where the word “covenant” is used in the Old Testament, it means
“to cut the covenant.” This includes the suggestion of making an incision where blood
flows. Circumcision was thus the physical mark of the Covenant, and the seal of God’s
Covenantal  relationship  with  Abraham and  his  descendants.  It  also  pointed  to  Calvary
where the Blood of the Saviour would be shed.

Abraham  believed  God and  did  as  God  had  commanded.  He  would  also  have
instructed his children to do the same so that the promise could be fulfilled.
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HEBREWS 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was called (by God) to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed (his descendants would receive
the inheritance); and he went out (he believed God), not knowing whither he went.

HEBREWS 11:9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise (Canaan), as in a strange
country (he lived in this land not as its owner, but as a resident alien: E.S.B.), dwelling in
tabernacles (tents) with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

HEBREWS 11:10  For he looked for a (heavenly) city which has foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.

Abraham, sojourning in tents in a distant land, was looking for where God wanted to
take him - which he could never find on this earth.  He was content to suffer the hardships,
trials and tribulations of this life, knowing, by faith, that there was a city he would later
dwell in, a city with firm foundations, “whose builder and maker is God.”  This city would
not be temporal and thus temporary, but permanent and eternal.

The city Abraham, by faith, looked forward to inhabiting was the New Jerusalem.  In
the Greek, this verse speaks of “the city” and “the foundations,” which refer to a specific
city, the New Jerusalem.  All that Abraham was doing would lead all the Saints of all the
ages to ultimately occupy this  city.   Thus he journeyed forth,  faithfully  holding to the
promises of God, having little regard for the trappings of this life.

The Materials

The materials needed to build the city of lasting provision and protection can be likened
to the laws and principles of God’s Word.

God gave His laws and principles (in some cases more than once) to Israel through
anointed  leaders,  prophets  and judges  who were then  directed  by the Spirit  of  God to
record them. These principles are contained within the truths, prophecies, stories, historical
records and commandments of the Old Testament. These were given so that Israel as a
nation could live righteously before God and have peace and order.

“. . .The materials needed to build the city of lasting
provision and protection can be likened to the laws

and principles of God’s Word. . .”

As the materials had to be on the building site before the worthy servant could come
and build the great city, so too the laws of the Covenant of God had to be set in place
before Jesus could legally come and establish God’s everlasting Covenant.

Just as there are legal systems here on earth which are designed to give society peace
and order, there is also a legal system in the spirit realm so that true justice would reign.
And God submits  Himself  to this  legal  system that  He has established,  for  He always
moves lawfully and never acts in a way which contravenes His laws.  In other words, God
is a God of order.  He submits Himself to the laws that He has instituted.
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The laws of the spirit realm are revealed throughout God’s Word and everything in
existence is subject to these laws. The Word of God also reveals that His laws are absolute
and  unchanging,  for  He  Who  set  them  in  place  is  the  same “yesterday,  today  and
forever”(Hebrews 13:8: Malachi 3:6).  To obey God’s Laws, and even the unbelieving and
the heathen can obey God’s moral principles to some extent, will bring benefits and reap
rewards which pertain to living according to Godly standards, e.g. peace and order. To live
in ways which violate God’s Laws, however, will usher in repercussions and consequences
of a negative nature, even if these consequences may not be immediately apparent. This is
because  God’s  Laws  are  immutable,  and  there  will  always  be  reward  or  punishment,
blessing or a curse, as they are either obeyed or disobeyed.  

“. . .The laws of the spirit realm are revealed
throughout God’s Word and everything in 

existence is subject to these laws. . .”

Indeed  the  principles  outlined  in  the  Old  Covenant  have  not  changed  -  obedience
brought blessings, peace and order, and disobedience brought a curse (Deuteronomy 11:26-
30;  Deuteronomy  Ch.28;  Deuteronomy  30:15-16,  19-20).  In  obeying  God’s
commandments,  we will  be  rewarded according to the Law of Life. In  breaking God’s
commandments, we are placing ourselves under the law of sin and death in those areas of
sin.  This allows spiritual darkness to impact on our thinking which means that we will
lack, in these areas, wisdom and righteous knowledge.  In other words, we will not be able
to discern good from evil, or to know the righteous way to walk.  We will thus not only
walk in spiritual darkness to varying degrees, we will also be  giving legal ground to the
enemy to attack us in many and various other ways - depending, of course, on the degree of
sin.

The Promise Of The Worthy Servant

The promise of the worthy servant who was needed to come and build the city can be
likened to the promise God gave Abraham - for God promised that through Abraham’s
seed, “all the nations of the earth (would) be blessed.”

GENESIS 22:18  And in your seed (this is referring to Jesus) shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because you have obeyed My voice.

Galatians also tells us:

GALATIANS 3:16  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He (God)
said not,  “And to seeds,” as of many; but as of one,  “And to your seed,”  which is
Christ.

So the promises God made to Abraham were also made to Christ Who was to be his
seed. God thus gave Abraham the promise of the “worthy servant” through Whom all the
nations of the earth would be blessed.
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God revealed more of this promise in the Book of Isaiah:

ISAIAH 7:14  Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His Name Emmanuel.

ISAIAH 9:6  For unto us (refers to Israel) a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall  be upon His shoulder  (in the Millennium): and His Name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.

ISAIAH 9:7  Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon
the  throne  of  David,  and  upon His  Kingdom,  to  order it,  and to  establish  it  with
judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal  of  the Lord of
Hosts will perform this (and thus it will take place, for it is promised).

This  was  the  promise  of  the  Messiah Who  was  to  come  to  save  Israel  and  all
mankind. There are many other scriptures in the Old Testament which spoke of the coming
of the Messiah, what He was to endure and what He was to achieve. Indeed both His glory
and His  suffering were revealed in the prophetic  writings of the Old Testament,  to  be
fulfilled centuries later with complete and utter accuracy.

“. . .Indeed both His glory and His suffering were
revealed in the prophetic writings of the Old
Testament, to be fulfilled centuries later with

complete and utter accuracy. . .”

Looking back in hindsight, we can see that the prophecies of the Old Testament detail a
perfect  picture  of  the  Messiah  Who  was  to  come,  giving  vivid  insights  into  the
circumstances  surrounding  His  birth  (Isaiah  7:14;  Micah  5:2;  Jeremiah  31:15),  His
character and work (Psalm 69:9; Isaiah 42:1-4; 61:1-3; 40:11), His humiliation and death
(Isaiah 53:3; 52:14; Psalm 41:9; Zechariah 11:12-13; Psalm 22:1,7-18) and His future glory
(Isaiah 52:13; Zechariah 14:4-9).

The picture of a victorious and triumphant Messiah was etched on the minds and
hearts of the people of Israel. So absorbed were they, however, by this perception of their
promised deliverer, that they failed to recognize Him when He appeared. They discerned
the time frame of His appearing, but they expected a man of strength and power, a military
leader  who  would  deliver  them  physically  from  their  Roman  oppressors.  While  they
expected an earthly liberator, they received instead a spiritual liberator, One who came to
deliver them from sin rather than Gentile oppression.  Having identified His glory from the
prophetic  writings,  they  failed  to  discern  that  He  must  also  suffer  rejection,  terrible
physical pain and humiliation. Thus they did not know Him (John 1:26). Had they known
Him, the scriptures tell us, or indeed had they wanted to know Him, they would not have
killed the One Who came to save them - “they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”
(1 Corinthians 2:8).
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Temporary Housing And Provision

Background Reading: Leviticus Chapter 16

The temporary housing and provision, which was supplied until the coming of the
worthy servant, can be likened to the sacrificing of bulls and goats. As we know, these
blood sacrifices could only atone for (temporarily cover) the sins of the people who lived
according to the Old Covenant.  Also they had to be repeated endlessly year after year , for
man had no power to overcome sin until after Calvary.

HEBREWS 10:1  For the Law (of Moses) having (being) a shadow (type-pattern) of good
things  (spiritual realities) to come, and not the very image  (realities) of the things, can
never  with  those  sacrifices  which  they  offered  year  by  year  continually  make  the
comers thereunto perfect (blameless i.e., the animal sacrifices could only cover sins, not
take them away - John 1:29).

HEBREWS 10:2  For then (if animal sacrifices could take away sin) would they not have
ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no
more conscience of sins (and would no longer have felt guilty because of their sins).

HEBREWS 10:3  But in those Sacrifices  (animal Sacrifices) there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year.  (That the High Priest of Israel had to go into the Holy of
Holies once a year with animal blood proclaimed the fact that this system was basically
flawed, and was meant only to point to Christ Who was to come.) (E.S.B.)

HEBREWS 10:4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins.

“. . .these blood sacrifices could only atone for
(temporarily cover) the sins of the people who lived

according to the Old Covenant. . .”

In Leviticus we find the five Levitical offerings which demonstrated how provision was
to be made for the people’s sins to be dealt with on a daily basis.  Then on the Day of
Atonement, particular sacrifices were carried out on behalf of the whole nation so that the
sins of ignorance committed by the nation of Israel for that year could be addressed.  The
Day of Atonement was a national day of fasting and repentance and it occurred on the tenth
day of the seventh month of the Jewish religious calendar.

YEARLY

“The phrase, “Once every year,” pertaining to the Great Day of Atonement (Leviticus
16:14; 23:27), tells us several things.  They are as follows:

1. As is obvious, the way was not open for all to enter.  Not even the Priests could
enter, save only the High Priest.

2. He could only enter on one particular day each year, the Great Day of Atonement.
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3. The  very  fact  that  he  had  to  keep  entering  each  year,  testifies  that  whatever
sacrifices had been previously offered, did not suffice, and because they could not suffice.
The blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin.

4. The very fact that this arrangement was made, which as is obvious was imperfect,
tells us that it was only temporary.

BLOOD

The phrase, “Not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the
people,” presents him going in twice on this one day.

Some say he actually entered three times on this day, the first time with Incense, then
with the Blood of the bullock which atoned for his own sins and those of his house, and
finally with the blood of the goat for the sins of the people.

The word “errors” is  the translation  of  “agnoema,” and means  “a sin committed
through ignorance or thoughtlessness.”

“. . .The word “errors” is the translation of
“agnoema,” and means “a sin committed through

ignorance or thoughtlessness.”. . .”

Whenever a known sin was committed, each Israelite was to journey to the Tabernacle,
or Temple for that matter, and offer up the proper sacrifice, according to the sin committed.
Actually, there were five different types of Sacrifices, “the Whole Burnt-Offering, the Sin-
Offering, the Trespass-Offering, the Peace-Offering, and the Thank-Offering.”  Of course,
Jesus fulfilled by His one offering of Himself, all five Sacrifices.

However, even for the few who tried to be diligent in their service to the Lord, still there
were  sins  of  ignorance  or  thoughtlessness  committed,  which  required  this  one  great
Sacrifice each year.” 2

(underlines added)

The temple priests were available 24 hours a day to assist with the sacrifices and this
was a type-pattern of the throneroom of grace being open to the New Covenant Believer 24
hours a day, whenever there is a need.

HEBREWS 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly (with every confidence) unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (which is at any
time, all made possible by the Blood which was shed for us).

THE FIVE SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS

In the first seven chapters of Leviticus, God set forth the principles and restrictions
under  which  Israel  was  to  sacrifice.   Every  detail  of  the  sacrifices  and  their
implementation was revealed by the Lord.

The  five  Levitical  offerings  were  not  only  meaningful  to  the  Israelites  but  have  a
prophetic fulfillment in some aspect of the suffering and death of Christ.   In  the burnt
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offering (Leviticus 1), a whole animal was consumed on the altar, signifying the complete
and voluntary consecration of the Israelites.  It typified Christ’s voluntarily surrender to
the Father’s will when He offered Himself on the cross.  The meal offering (Leviticus 2)
was an expression of the Israelites’ thanksgiving and recognition of God’s sovereignty over
them.  It typified Christ’s perfect obedience to God the Father, which revealed His perfect
character and His suffering on behalf of sinful mankind.  The peace offering (Leviticus 3)
spoke of the Israelites experiencing peace and fellowship with God.  It typified Christ as
the believers’ peace, having reconciled them back to God so they can enjoy peace and
fellowship with Him.  The sin offering (Leviticus 4) was brought by the Israelites as a
substitute to make atonement for their sins.  It typified Christ becoming sin for mankind,
dying in their place to take away their sins.  The trespass offering (Leviticus 5) differed
from the sin offering.  In the sin offering, people offered for themselves as sinners, but in
the trespass offering, they sacrificed for acts of sin they had committed.  The sin offering
atoned for the guilt of sinners, whereas in the trespass offering, sacrifice was made to offer
satisfaction and reparation for wrongs committed against God and their fellowmen.  It
typified Christ being offered on the cross for the transgressions of others and rendering the
fullest satisfaction to God for the wrongs and injuries done to Him by mankind.

“. . .The five Levitical offerings were not only
meaningful to the Israelites but have a prophetic

fulfillment in some aspect of the suffering 
and death of Christ. . .”

The five offerings were divided into sweet and non-sweet offerings. The sweet offerings
(burnt,  meal,  and  peace)  were  so  designated  because  they  were  acceptable  and  well
pleasing to God, not being offered in respect to the sin and trespass offerings.  Paul spoke
of Christ’s sacrificial work as a “sweet-smelling savor” (Ephesians 5:2), referring to His
voluntary obedience to the will of the Father and His death on the cross ascending as a
sweet aroma before God.

The two non-sweet offerings were so identified because they dealt with mankind’s sin
and the shame connected with it.  They typify Christ bearing the sin and shame of mankind
on the cross.

THE FIVE SACRIFICES OFFERED

Five animals were used in sacrificing, and they portrayed the work of Christ during His
earthly ministry.  The ox typified Christ as a strong,  enduring servant who was obedient
unto  death (Philippians  2:5-8;  Hebrews  12:3).   The  lamb  was  symbolic  of  Christ’s
meekness (Matthew 11:29), purity (1 Peter 1:19), and silent, voluntary surrender to death
on the  cross (Isaiah 53:7;  Acts  8:32-33).   The  goat  referred  to  sinners  separated  for
judgement (Matthew  25:33),  but  it  also  typified  Christ,  who  was  numbered  with  the
transgressors (Isaiah  53:12;  Lk.23:33;  2  Corinthians  5:21;  Galatians  3:13).   The
turtledove and pigeon were symbols of mourning,  innocence (Isaiah 38:14; 59:11),  and
poverty (Leviticus  5:7).  They  typified  Christ  who  mourned  over  the  sin  of  mankind

The Old And New Covenant
11



(Lk.19:41),  was innocent (Hebrews 7:26),  became poor for mankind (Matthew 8:20) but
enabled  believers  to  become  rich  in  Him  (2  Corinthians  8:9),  and  became  the  poor
people’s sacrifice (Lk.2:24).

The sacrificial  system of the Old Testament was only “a shadow of good things to
come” (Hebrews 10:1) and could never take away sins (Hebrews 10:4).  The blood of
animals had no power to provide redemption.  The ritual slayings could only purify the
flesh - provide ceremonial cleansing (Hebrews 9:13).

“. . .Five animals were used in sacrificing, and 
they portrayed the work of Christ during 

His earthly ministry. . .”

But  God  demanded  that  such  an  elaborate  sacrificial  system  be  established  for  a
number  of  reasons.   First,  by  offering  a  blood  sacrifice,  people  acknowledged  that
atonement must be made before God for sins. Second,  they admitted that another must
make substitutionary atonement for them; thus, they could not atone for their own sins.
Third,  the blood atonement  that  they offered  covered their  sins  before God,  making it
possible for Him to withhold judgement.  Fourth, it made possible the communion of sinful
people with a holy God.  Fifth, their sacrifices pointed to the day when Christ would once
and for all atone for sin (Hebrews 9:26-28).
LEVITICUS 1:3  If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without
blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation before the Lord.
LEVITICUS 1:4  And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall
be accepted for him to make atonement for him.
LEVITICUS 1:5  And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron’s
sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the
door of the tabernacle of the congregation.” 3   (underlines added)

The five offerings plus the sacrifices  performed on the Day of Atonement  were all
fulfilled by Jesus’ one offering of Himself.

HEBREWS 10:12  But this man (Jesus Christ), after He had offered one sacrifice for
sins for ever  (at  the Cross),  sat down on the right hand of God;  (refers to the great
contrast with the Priests under the Levitical system, who never sat down because their work
was never completed; the work of Christ was a “Finished Work,” and needed no repetition.)
(E.S.B.)

What  can  we  learn  from  these  sacrifices that  pointed  to  Calvary?   Well  after
becoming a Christian, as we, by God’s grace, take up our cross daily, we need also to offer
up our repentance of known sin at the foot of Calvary so that the Blood of Calvary’s Lamb
can wash our sin-stained mind and hands.  Through this process we may be delivered daily,
as needed, from sin’s power over us  (Hebrews 3:12-14).  We are speaking of the sin in
Christians’ lives which blinds their minds and causes them in areas to think and even walk
at times on a darkened path with no power to walk righteously.  The main reason this
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happens to so many is because they do not deal regularly with the sin in their lives.  This
concerns  both  known  and  unknown  sin  (or  sins  of  ignorance)  -  and  should  be  done
regularly.  In this way we will not frustrate the grace of God.

“. . .we need also to offer up our repentance of known
sin at the foot of Calvary so that the Blood of

Calvary’s Lamb can wash our sin-stained 
mind and hands. . .”

This is necessary because we need both our heart and hands cleansed in order to be fit
vessels,  ready to be used by the Father to do His will  on earth.  While our “heart” is
cleansed at salvation, our “hands” are cleansed through ongoing sanctification as we repent
and confess our sin, thus allowing the Blood to wash us clean.  The answer is always the
Cross, meaning the Blood.  We are told in 1 John 1:9 that as the Christian repents of their
sin, God is faithful and just to forgive them and cleanse them of its power.  Amen.  Always
the answer is to acknowledge sin in one’s life, then to confess and repent of that sin so that
the Blood of the Lamb of God can obliterate it, never to be remembered (Isaiah 43:25;
Psalm 103:11-12; Hebrews 10:17).  In this God can take you to higher ground, giving you
grace in your time of need, grace to walk on the higher ground of righteousness -  the
narrow way!

Let’s turn to the Book of Leviticus to see how the sacrifices of the Day of Atonement
were to be performed.

LEVITICUS 16:14  And he (the High Priest) shall take of the blood of the bullock, and
sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat
shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times (the number seven signifies that
the redemption to come through Christ would be perfect and complete).

LEVITICUS 16:15  Then shall  he kill  the goat of the Sin Offering,  that is  for the
people, and bring his blood within the Veil, and do with that blood as he did with the
blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the Mercy Seat, and before the Mercy Seat
(Aaron will now enter the Holy of Holies for the third time; the first time he offered Incense,
and the second time he offered the blood of the bullock for himself and his family; this time
he will enter in regard to Israel as a whole; we learn from this, by the entrance of the High
Priest into the Holy of Holies, that Atonement could only be effected before the Throne of
Jehovah; as well,  only the Blood of Christ, typified by these particular Sacrifices, could
make that Atonement): (E.S.B.)

LEVITICUS 16:16  And he shall make an atonement for the Holy Place, because of the
uncleanness of the children of Israel, and  because of their transgressions in all their
sins: and so shall he do for the Tabernacle of the congregation, that remains among
them in the midst of their uncleanness.

LEVITICUS 16:17  And there shall be no man (only the High Priest) in the Tabernacle
of the congregation when he goes in to make an atonement in the Holy Place, until he
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come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all
the congregation of Israel.

LEVITICUS 16:18  And he shall go out unto the Altar  (the Altar of Incense) that is
before the Lord, and make an atonement for it;  and  s  hall  take of the blood of the  
bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about
(horns in the Bible signify dominion or rulership; the idea is, by the blood being applied to
these horns, which spoke of what Christ would do for us at the Cross, the fact that the horns
pointed in all four directions of the compass signifies that we can have, and, in fact, are
meant to have, total and complete dominion over all works of the flesh; we are told how to
do this in the Sixth Chapter of Romans) (E.S.B.).

LEVITICUS 16:19  And he shall  sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven
times, and cleanse it, and hallow (consecrate) it from the uncleanness of the children of
Israel.

LEVITICUS 16:20  And when he has made an end of reconciling the Holy Place, and
the Tabernacle of the congregation, and the Altar, he shall bring the live goat:

LEVITICUS 16:21  And Aaron (the High Priest) shall lay both his hands upon the head
of the live goat (the “scapegoat” - Leviticus 16:8), and confess over him all the iniquities
of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon
the head of the goat  (inasmuch as the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sins
[Hebrews 10:4], the conscience of the people of  Israel was not  eased; there was still  a
nagging knowledge, so to speak, that the sins remained [Hebrews 9:9]; this being the case,
something  else  was  needed,  something  visible,  which  could  portray  their  sins  being
removed; that which filled this void was the scapegoat : E.S.B.), and shall send him away
by the hand of a fit man (one chosen for the occasion) into the wilderness:

LEVITICUS 16:22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities (the sins of the
people are imputed to him, an obvious type-pattern of Calvary) unto a land not inhabited:
and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.  (As stated, this goat was actually labelled
“the goat  of  departure,” which referred to  the  sins  of  the  people  departing from them,
which, in a sense, gave them a visible sign that their sins were now atoned.  Concerning
this, Keil  says: “The reason for making use of two animals is to be found purely in the
physical impossibility of combining all features that had to be set forth in the Sin Offering in
one animal”) (E.S.B.)

The shedding of the blood of the animals atoned for the people’s sins of ignorance on
the Day of Atonement.  As we see in Leviticus 16:15-22, there were two goats used on this
day, the two goats together constituting one sin offering.  One goat,  “the goat of the sin
offering,” was killed, and this typified the death of Christ. The other goat, “the live goat”
or “the goat of departure,” was sent away into the wilderness, carrying away in a symbolic
sense the people’s sins. This typified our sins being imputed to Christ and so removed from
us forever. As the Psalmist said, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed
our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12). Two goats were needed because the slain goat
could not depict the removal of the people’s sins from them forever. Therefore when the
second  goat,  also  called  the  “scapegoat”,  was  led  into  the  wilderness,  atonement,
symbolically, was complete.  After the Day of Atonement, no other sacrifice for sin was
permitted for the nation as a whole for a year.  This signified that when Christ had finished
His redemptive work on the cross, there was no more sacrifice for sin required.  Christ died
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once for all to pay the redemptive price (Hebrews 9:28).  He was the complete fulfillment
of all the Old Covenant type-patterns of sacrifice including the Day of Atonement and the
five offerings for individual sin.

“Every single Sacrifice which was offered in Old Testament times, which incidentally,
began almost immediately after the Fall (Genesis 4:1-8), all pointed toward the Cross.  In
effect, they were symbols or shadows or types of the Cross.  That which Jesus did at the
Cross fulfilled all of these types and shadows, and now we enjoy the benefits, at least those
who believe (John 3:16).”  4

(underline added)

“. . .Every single Sacrifice which was offered in Old
Testament times, which incidentally, began almost

immediately after the Fall (Genesis 4:1-8), all pointed
toward the Cross. . .”

Through the atoning sacrifices, God was able to keep spiritual death at bay, thereby
providing for the spiritual needs of His people until the Messiah would come as the faithful
servant  -  to  fulfill  the  Old  Covenant’s  requirements  so  that  man  could  be  redeemed.
Because the blood of the animal sacrifices pointed to the Cross, God was able to lawfully
cover the people’s sins and thus protect  them from spiritual  death until  the promissory
notes (pertaining to eternal life) could be redeemed. Once Jesus had paid the price for the
sin of the world, the blessings of Calvary flowed backwards as well as forwards so that by
promise, the Old Covenant Saints could enter into heaven, not by the blood of bulls and
goats but by the Blood of the Saviour. Amen.

In the Old Testament, the Covenant of Atonement brought into effect a covering upon
those who lived according to this Covenant. The Covenant of Atonement remained in place
until  Jesus  came to  fulfill  all  that  was  needed for  the Covenant  of  Redemption  to  be
established.  We will discuss this in greater detail at a later point in this study.

THE SECOND PART OF THE COVENANT

The Promise Of The Worthy Servant Fulfilled

The worthy servant coming to build the city can be likened to the coming of Jesus and
the work He did during His time here on earth.

1.  His arrival:

God the Word entered the world as Jesus through unmistakably Divine means. He was
both the Son of God and the Son of Man - God the Word made flesh.
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MATTHEW 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and
they shall call His Name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  (Isaiah
7:14)

JOHN 1:14  And the Word (God the Word) was made flesh  (this was the Incarnation -
God became man) and dwelt among us,  (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

2.  His earthly walk:

When Jesus operated  in  His  earthly  ministry,  He walked as  a  Prophet  and Teacher
according to the Old Covenant. He stripped Himself of the right to use His Godly powers
while  on  earth,  including  the  knowledge  and  power  He  possessed  as  God  the  Word
(omniscience and omnipotence.)   Jesus was thus anointed and empowered by the Holy
Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17), becoming the perfect example for us to follow. The main work of
His ministry, as Isaiah the Prophet had foretold, was to teach people the Word of God, to
proclaim the Kingdom of God and to set the captives free:

ISAIAH 61:1  The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because the Lord has anointed
Me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;  He  has  sent  Me  to  bind  up  the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to
them who  are  bound  (the  Prophet  Isaiah  is  speaking  prophetically  here;  Jesus  would
publicly announce His earthly ministry with these words from the scriptures);

ISAIAH 61:2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord (this was the year of Jubilee,
the  time,  according  to  the  Law of  Moses,  when  all  debts  would  be  cancelled  and  all
prisoners freed - Leviticus 25:8-10 ) . . . 

The Jubilee Year was an Old Covenant type-pattern of the freeing of the captives from
the bondage of sin and death in the New Covenant. Jesus began His public ministry by
announcing the fulfillment of this Old Testament scripture in a spiritual sense on His return
to Nazareth, following His time of testing in the wilderness:

LUKE 4:16  And He (Jesus) came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and, as
His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and stood up for to
read.

LUKE 4:17  And there was delivered unto Him the book (scroll) of the Prophet Isaiah.
And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written,

LUKE 4:18  “The Spirit  of  the Lord is  upon Me, because  He (the Holy Spirit) has
anointed Me to preach the Gospel (good news) to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted,  to preach deliverance to the captives, and  recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

LUKE 4:19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Isaiah 61:1-2)

LUKE 4:21  And He began to say unto them, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears (thus in reality announcing Himself as the Messiah).”
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Even though Jesus was God, He did not operate in His Godly powers. As we know,
when God the Word became a man, although perfect,  He chose to step away from the
Divine attributes  of  omnipotence,  omnipresence  and omniscience.   Then as  a  man He
walked perfectly as Adam once did in and through the empowerment of the Divine Nature,
completely and absolutely reflecting the very nature of God (John 14:9; 12:45;  Hebrews
1:3).

“. . .When Jesus operated in His earthly ministry, He
walked as a Prophet and Teacher according 

to the Old Covenant. . .”

Note: Being identified as both truly God and truly man, Jesus was supremely qualified
to act as the Mediator to effect a reconciliation between God and man. He also qualified
Himself for this position by walking as a perfect sinless man, in full submission to the
leading of the Holy Spirit, according to the Father’s will (John 6:38; John 8:29).

The miracles and healings in Jesus’ ministry were performed through the power of the
Holy Spirit by the faith that Jesus obtained as a man. In other words, the miracles and
healings came as a result of His faith and the  Anointing. If Christ had performed these
works as God, He would have needed no Anointing, for who could anoint God?

ACTS 10:38  How  God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth with the Holy Spirit  and with
power: Who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;
for God was with Him.

Today this same power Jesus possessed is potentially available (as the Spirit wills) to
every Believer. Remember Jesus said:

JOHN 14:12  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He who believes on Me, the works that I do
shall  he do also;  and greater works  (worldwide evangelism) than these shall  he do;
because  I  go  unto  My Father  (greater  works  only  made  possible  because  of  Christ’s
finished work).”

3.  His death:

Let’s turn to Luke 23:45 where Jesus was on the cross:

LUKE 23:45  And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the Temple (which separated the
Holy  of  Holies  from  the  Holy  Place) was  rent  in  the  midst (signifying  that  the  Old
Covenant had been fulfilled and the way was now open for sinful man to come to God).

LUKE 23:46  And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, “Father, into Your
hands I commend My spirit:” (Psalm 31:5) and having said thus, He gave up His spirit
(breathed His last).
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By the power of the Spirit, Jesus fulfilled every Old Testament scripture which had
been  written  prophetically  concerning  His  substitutionary  sacrifice  -  nothing  was  left
undone or incomplete.

JOHN 19:36  For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, “A bone
of Him shall not be broken.”

PSALM 34:20  He keeps all His bones: not one of them is broken.

JOHN 19:37  And again another scripture said, “They shall look on Him Whom they
pierced.”

ZECHARIAH 12:10  . . . and they shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced . . .

“. . .Jesus fulfilled every Old Testament scripture
which had been written prophetically concerning
Him - nothing was left undone or incomplete. . .”

When Jesus went to the cross, it was a fulfillment of scripture. He was marred so
badly that if you had lived at that time and had known Him, you would not have been able
to recognize Him. His face and back would have been terribly lacerated and locks of hair
would have been torn from His head. All this was prophesied in scripture hundreds of years
before Christ was born, and today, looking back in retrospect, we can see how it has all
been fulfilled:

PSALM 22:14  I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint (the result
of the torture of crucifixion): My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of My bowels
(within Me - evidence of a broken or ruptured heart - John 19:34).

PSALM 22:15  My strength is dried up like a potsherd  (Jesus was weakened through
physical and emotional torment); and My tongue cleaves to My jaws (loss of blood causes
great thirst); and You have brought Me into the dust of death.

PSALM 22:16  For dogs (the Roman soldiers) have compassed Me: the assembly of the
wicked  (the Scribes, Priests and Pharisees - Israel’s religious leaders) have inclosed Me:
they pierced My hands and My feet.

PSALM 22:17  I may tell all My bones (no bone was broken - John 19:36): they look and
stare upon Me.

PSALM 22:18  They part My garments among them, and cast lots upon My vesture
(that  the  Roman  soldiers  cast  lots  for  Jesus’ clothing  is  recorded in  all  four  Gospels  -
Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:24).

These scriptures in Psalm 22 were written at least one thousand years before Christ and
they give a more graphic account of the crucifixion than that which is revealed in the
Gospels. Again, as recorded in the Book of Isaiah:
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ISAIAH 52:13  Behold, My servant (Jesus) shall deal prudently, He shall be exalted and
extolled, and be very high (Isaiah here speaks prophetically of Christ’s glory).

ISAIAH 52:14  As  many were  astonied  (appalled) at  You;  His  visage  (face) was  so
marred  (disfigured) more  than  any  man  (this  part  of  the  prophecy  predicts  Christ’s
sufferings), and His form more than the sons of men (marred beyond human likeness - all
due to the beatings, whipping and crucifixion):

ISAIAH 50:6  I  (Jesus) gave My back to the smiters,  and My cheeks to them who
plucked off the hair: I hid not My face from shame and spitting (Matthew 26:67). (Their
response to His Love was their hate.  They whipped Him, pulled His beard from His Face,
and spat on Him.  Their doing it was no surprise.  By His Omniscience, He knew before He
came what the results would be.  And yet, He came anyway!) (E.S.B.)

ISAIAH 53:3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with  grief:  and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from Him;  He  was  despised,  and  we
esteemed Him not (He was not the kind of Messiah they were wanting).

“. . .All this was prophesied in scripture hundreds of
years before Christ was born, and today, looking back

in retrospect, we can see how it has all 
been fulfilled. . .”

ISAIAH 53:4  Surely He (Jesus) has borne our griefs  (sickness, weakness and disease),
and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted
(because Jesus died in this way, Israel assumed He died under God’s curse; however He was
made to be a curse for us, being afflicted for our sins not His - for He had no sin).

ISAIAH 53:5  But He was wounded for our transgressions (rebellion), He was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace (the punishment that brought us peace)
was upon Him (and Him alone); and with His stripes (wounds) we are healed (and made
whole).

ISAIAH 53:7  He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth:
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so
He opens not His mouth  (Jesus did not try to defend Himself but accepted the role the
Father gave Him; He came to die in our place as the “Lamb of God” - John 1:29).

ISAIAH 53:10  Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief: when
You shall make  His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed (all who have been
redeemed by His Blood), He shall prolong His days  (through the Resurrection), and  the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. (The phrase, “Yet it pleased the Lord to
bruise  Him,” refers  to  the  sufferings of  Christ,  which proceeded from the “determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God” [Acts 2:23], and which, being permitted by Him, were
in some way His doing.  It “pleased Him” moreover that they should be undergone, for the
Father  saw  with  satisfaction  the  Son’s  self-sacrifice,  and  He  witnessed  with  joy  man’s
Redemption and Deliverance effected thereby . . . The phrase, “And the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in His hand,” refers to the great victory that He would win at Calvary, which
will ultimately restore everything that Adam lost) (E.S.B.)
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These scriptures were prophesied approximately seven hundred years before the birth
of Christ by the prophet Isaiah. He described in detail the suffering that would come upon
the promised Messiah, and the reasons this terrible punishment would occur.

THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S COVENANT

Background Reading:  Hebrews Chapter 9

Through Jesus, God has succeeded in making the way for all mankind to enter into His
glory (presence) and into His Kingdom. How did He do this?

JOHN 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, “It is finished:”
and He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit (breathed His last, laying down His life
rather than having it taken from Him - John 10:17-18).

“It is finished”

What was finished?
The sacrificial  offerings under the Old Covenant were finished as far as God was

concerned. This is because rightstanding with God was now to be achieved via a different
means - by which saved man could be brought back into the very presence of God. The
sign that the old system had ended occurred when Jesus said “It is finished,” and the veil in
the Temple was subsequently torn in two from top to bottom (Mark 15:38). This showed
that  the  earthly  Holy  of  Holies  no  longer  contained  God’s  presence  and  had,  as  a
consequence, become obsolete. Therefore after Jesus’ Resurrection, there was no longer
any need for a mortal High Priest to act as mediator between God and man. It was the veil
in the Temple which separated off the Holy of Holies, and only the High Priest could go
beyond the veil. That it was ripped indicated that “a new and living way” had been made
(Hebrews 10:19-20), and access to God has been granted through this new means. 

“. . .The sign that the old system had ended occurred
when Jesus said “It is finished,” and the veil in the

Temple was subsequently torn in two from 
top to bottom. . .”

Following Jesus’ Resurrection,  after  this  life  all  those  “in  Christ”  can  stand in  the
presence of God without any judgement coming upon them. The Lord Jesus Christ is now
our High Priest and our Mediator, and it is He Who has fulfilled, spiritually, the physical
type-patterns of the Old Covenant - all of which pointed to Christ at Calvary.

The need for the animal sacrifices had ended, for Jesus had said in Matthew 5:17-18:

MATTHEW 5:17  “Think not that I (Jesus) am come to destroy the Law (of Moses), or
the Prophets  (their predictions in the Old Testament):  I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfill.
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MATTHEW 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot  (the
smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet) or one tittle (an ornamental finish to Hebrew letters)
shall in no wise pass from the Law  (the Law was totally fulfilled in Christ, in His life,
death and Resurrection, with a New Covenant being made which replaced the Old - Acts
15:5-29; 2 Corinthians  3:6-11), till all be fulfilled.

Jesus abolished the sacrificial offerings of the Old Covenant by fulfilling the law of
sacrifice.  In regard to sacrifice, there is now no more Old Covenant of Law to keep - for
by suffering and dying on the cross, Christ, Who remained sinless at all times, satisfied the
requirements of the Law, thus establishing the New Covenant of grace.

JOHN 1:29  The next day John (the Baptist) saw Jesus coming unto him, and (by the
Spirit of God) said, “Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world.”

Jesus, as a perfect sinless man, became the “Lamb of God” for the purpose of offering
Himself as a sacrifice on the altar of Calvary.  This offering was once and forever, and
unlike the animal sacrifices, never needed to be repeated.  This meant that as far as God
was concerned, the sacrificial offerings were also finished once and for all. To offer further
sacrifices would be to declare that Jesus’ perfect sacrifice was incomplete or insufficient.

“. . .The effectiveness of the Covenant was linked to
the worth of the sacrifice. . .’

The effectiveness of the Covenant was linked to the worth of the sacrifice. As we
know, the value of the animal sacrifices was not sufficient to redeem mankind from death -
for animal sacrifices (along with obedience to God) could only keep spiritual death at bay.
The sacrifice of a perfect sinless human being was needed to pay the redemptive price to
release mankind from the bondage of sin’s eternal grip.

HEBREWS 10:5  Wherefore when He (Jesus Christ) comes (entered) into the world (as
Saviour), He said (Psalm 40:6), “Sacrifice and offering You would not (He would pay the
price for sin, not the animal sacrifices), but a Body have You prepared Me” (God became
man with the full intention that His Perfect Physical Body was to be offered up in Sacrifice
on the Cross, which it was; the Cross was ever His Destination): (E.S.B.)

HEBREWS 10:6  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin  (proclaims the root of the
problem  which  besets  mankind  -  it  is  “sin”;  the  idea  is,  that  the  Sacrifices  were  not
sufficient as it regards “sin”; therefore, God took no pleasure in them in that capacity) You
have had no pleasure. (E.S.B.)

HEBREWS 10:7  Then said I  (Jesus),  “Lo, I come  (in the volume of the book it  is
written of Me,) (the whole of the Old Testament writings point to Christ) to do Your will, O
God (Jesus had to die in order for man to be redeemed).”

HEBREWS 10:9  Then said He (Jesus), “Lo, I come to do Your will, O God.” He takes
away the first (the Old Covenant with its animal sacrifices), that He may establish the
second (the New Covenant established by the perfect sacrifice of Himself) (Psalm 40:6-8).
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HEBREWS 10:10  By the which will  (by this, the will of God) we are sanctified (made
holy) through the offering (sacrifice) of the Body of Jesus Christ once for all.

HEBREWS 10:11  And every priest stands daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins (obviously the animal sacrifices were
insufficient to deal with sin):
 
HEBREWS 10:12  But this man (Jesus Christ, our High Priest - Hebrews 3:1; 6:20), after
He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever (at Calvary), sat down on the right hand of
God;

HEBREWS  10:14   For  by  one  offering  He  has  perfected  for  ever  them  who  are
sanctified (consecrated and made holy).

“He takes away the first, that He may establish the second”

What are these scriptures speaking about? They are referring to Jesus fulfilling the law
of sacrifice. God the Word came in the flesh to take away the animal sacrifices which were
not sufficient to cleanse the people from sin, so that God could empower them to live in
righteousness. He did this Himself by becoming, as the second Adam, the perfect sacrifice
to end all sacrifices. In this way the everlasting Covenant of Redemption was established.

“. . .By the Cross a new way was made, a better way,
not by the blood of animals, but by the shed 

Blood of Christ. . .”

By the Cross a new way was made, a better way, not by the blood of animals, but by
the shed Blood of Christ. This, the New Covenant, was to bring into force a promise that
could be taken hold of, the promise of a new and living way. It was a better Covenant by
far. Thus the Old Covenant (concerning sacrifice and religious ritual) had passed away, and
the New Covenant was established by the power of God when He raised Christ Jesus from
the dead.

HEBREWS 10:16  “This is the Covenant that I will make with them after those days,”
says the Lord, “I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write
them;

HEBREWS 10:17  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more (this describes
the New Covenant in operation in the lives of born-again Believers).”

HEBREWS 10:18  Now where remission  (forgiveness) of  these is,  there is  no  more
offering for sin (required, for the price has already been paid).

HEBREWS  10:19   Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest
(heavenly Holy of Holies - throneroom of God) by the Blood of Jesus,

HEBREWS  10:20   By  a  new  and  living  way  (through  the  provisions  of  the  New
Covenant), which He has consecrated for us (by the Cross), through the veil (alluding to
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the veil in the Temple which segregated the Holy of Holies), that is to say, His flesh (He
gave Himself as the complete sacrifice, providing us with access to God);

HEBREWS 10:21  And having an High Priest (Jesus Christ as Head) over the house of
God (the Body of Christ)

Under the Old Covenant man could not clear his conscience, for the Old Covenant
had no real answer to the sin problem which had plagued man since Adam’s Fall (Hebrews
9:9; 10:1-4). The New Covenant, however, was able to clear man’s conscience, as man
entered into it by faith. It had the power to deal with sin - to separate man’s spirit from sin
and to empower him, by the Holy Spirit, to live righteously before God on a day to day
basis through the energies and graces of the Divine Nature (2 Peter 1:4; Romans 6:4; John
8:12).

“. . .Under the Old Covenant man could not clear his
conscience, for the Old Covenant had no real answer

to the sin problem which had plagued man 
since Adam’s Fall. . .”

With our sin dealt with, having claimed the Lamb of God as our Lord, and receiving
forgiveness and cleansing on a daily basis, this then gives us the following assurance:

HEBREWS 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (at any time).

HEBREWS 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
(This portrays Paul using Old Testament Types to represent  the reality we now have in
Christ [Leviticus , Chpts. 8-9]) (E.S.B.)

God’s mercy had always been available, even from the time of Adam - but man needed
God’s grace in its fullest measure to become regenerated. Only the Blood of Jesus could
produce this  result,  bringing man back to  God,  and restoring his  relationship  with  the
Father.

The Law Of Sacrifice Is Fulfilled

The law of sacrifice has been fulfilled.  Through this law, mankind can be saved
because of the cleansing Blood of Jesus. The law of sacrifice has not passed away. The acts
of sacrifice have passed away but the law of sacrifice is still in operation today by means of
its fulfillment.

HEBREWS 9:22  And almost all things are by the Law purged with blood; and without
shedding of blood is no remission (forgiveness of sins). 
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Just as the building materials were still present in the perfect city, the law of sacrifice is
still contained within our Covenant of Redemption today - for it is through this law being
fulfilled that we are able to be saved.

“. . .Just as the building materials were still present
in the perfect city, the law of sacrifice 

is still contained within our 
Covenant of Redemption today. . .”

If you were to take away the materials (the laws and principles of God), then there
would be no eternal city (no Covenant). If you were to take away the law of sacrifice, there
would be nothing for us to stand on, legally or spiritually, for our salvation. It was by the
law of sacrifice that Jesus became the sacrificial Lamb of God Who took upon Himself, as
our substitutionary blood-sacrifice, the penalty for the sins of mankind. He thus paid the
price for sin required by the courts of heaven and in this way, fulfilled the law of sacrifice.
This  law  states  that  a  righteous  (innocent)  one  must  be  sacrificed  in  place  of  the
unrighteous - for the unrighteous is not worthy to pay the price. (In the Old Covenant, the
innocent ones were the animals, for moral guilt could not be attributed to them. But as we
know, their worth was insufficient to deal with sin.)

ROMANS 5:19  For as by one man’s disobedience many (in fact all) were made sinners,
so by the obedience of one (through the Atonement) shall many be made righteous (all
who will believe).

The Full Measure of God’s Grace

Background Reading:  Romans 5:12-21

When Jesus fulfilled the law of sacrifice by His own death on the cross, God was then
able to bestow His grace upon mankind to the fullest degree. It was from this time He was
then  able  to  legally  restore  mankind  to  Himself  through  Jesus  Christ.  God’s  Plan  of
Redemption had been set in place.

EPHESIANS 2:8  For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God:

EPHESIANS 2:9  Not of works (man cannot merit Salvation, irrespective of what he does),
lest any man should boast (boast in his own ability and strength; we are allowed to boast
only in the Cross [Galatians 6:14]). (E.S.B.)

What God bestows in the form of a gift cannot be earned - neither can it be repaid.
Indeed if we could earn the gift of salvation, it would no longer be a gift but a reward for
which we could claim merit.  Therefore there is nothing we can do to save ourselves. We
simply receive this gift of God through His marvellous grace.
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Since the Fall, it has been deeply rooted in the heart of man to strive to save himself -
but this is,  of course, an impossible task. If we could save ourselves by one means or
another, then Jesus would not have had to die on our behalf.  We can only receive God’s
gifts and gain His blessings when we trust in what He has done for us, not in what we think
we can do for Him or on our own behalf.

“. . .Since the Fall, it has been deeply rooted in the
heart of man to strive to save himself - but this is, 

of course, an impossible task. . .”

“The doctrine of justification by works generates religious pride - that of Justification
by Faith produces contrition and humility.  In the matter of Justification, Faith and works
are opposite and irreconcilable - as opposed as Grace and Debt.  Since God declares
ungodly men righteous, works cannot in any sense furnish a ground for Justification, and
hence the first  step toward Salvation on the part of  a sinner is  to humble himself  and
accept the Divine pronouncement that he is “ungodly.”

Then  the  second  and concluding  step  is  to  repose  Faith  in  Him Who justifies  the
ungodly.  Nothing gives more Glory to God than simply believing Him . . . 

But the Scripture declares that Christ died for sinners, so that it  is  His Death that
provides  a  spotless  Righteousness  for  sinners  who  believe  in  Him;  and  it  was  His
Obedience in life which gave efficacy to His suffering in death.

Regrettably, the vast majority of mankind accepts the human doctrine of salvation by
merit (works); a very small minority believes the Divine Doctrine of Salvation by Grace.
As the Lord Jesus Himself  said, few tread that narrow way.  It  is  abhorrent to human
pride.” 5    (underlines and bracket added)

Human pride tells man that he is not too bad, and that it  is possible to gain the
favour of God, or whatever one conceives the “higher power” to be, by works.  This makes
sense to the darkened mind, with no illumination to expose sin.  These works then consist
of anything from doing “good” to not doing “bad.” The whole of religion is made up of
attempts to gain favour with God through such works.  It  is offensive to man that this
course is hopeless simply because he does not want to admit, and cannot understand, that
his condition is so desperate, and he is so polluted by sin, that he cannot salvage himself.
Only by coming to the Cross and receiving grace to repent and believe can man find favour
with God.

So it is only by God’s grace that we can be saved, forgiven, find favour and become
sons and daughters of the King.  Grace brings glory to God, while works bring glory to
man.  Thus “not of works lest any man should boast.”  Grace gives no ground for foolish
boasting, or human pride.  As the scriptures declare:

JEREMIAH 9:23  Thus  says the  Lord,  “Let  not  the  wise  man glory  (boast) in  his
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his
riches:
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JEREMIAH 9:24  But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows
Me, that I am the Lord Who exercises lovingkindness, judgement, and righteousness,
in the earth: for in these things I delight,” says the Lord. (The glory must be directed to
the Lord, not man, for man was not created to receive the glory - it belongs to God alone.
Man will be corrupted and darkened, as Lucifer was, if he attempts to steal God’s glory.)

God’s grace was available on a restricted basis to people in Old Testament times, but
we are privileged today to live in a period of time when the fullness of this grace has been
bestowed upon all mankind.

JOHN 1:17  For the Law was given by Moses,  but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.

JOHN 1:14  And the Word was made flesh  (refers to the Incarnation, “God becoming
man”), and dwelt among us  (refers to Jesus, although Perfect, not holding Himself aloft
from all others, but rather lived as all men, even a peasant), (and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) (speaks of His Deity, although hidden from
the eyes of the merely curious; while Christ laid aside the expression of His Deity, He never
lost  the  possession  of  His  Deity) full  of  grace  and  truth (as  “flesh,”  proclaimed  His
Humanity, “Grace and Truth” His Deity). (E.S.B.)

JOHN 1:16  And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for (upon) grace (He
supplies every need bountifully).

Another version reads:

JOHN 1:16  For out of His fullness (abundance) we have all received [all had a share
and we were all  supplied with]  one grace after another and spiritual  blessing upon
spiritual blessing, and even favour upon favour and gift [heaped] upon gift.  (Amp.)

“. . .Although God displayed His mercy and grace
throughout the entire history of mankind, it was not
until Jesus rose from the dead that the full measure

of God’s saving grace could be made available 
to mankind. . .”

Although God displayed His mercy and grace throughout the entire history of mankind,
it was not until Jesus rose from the dead that the full measure of God’s saving grace could
be made available to mankind. It was through the fulfillment of the law of sacrifice that the
grace of God could be freely given.

Before we examine God’s plan for establishing His Kingdom on earth, and the various
Covenants He made with mankind, we will briefly look at the purpose of scripture and the
integrity of the Word of God in terms of a completed whole.
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THE PURPOSE OF SCRIPTURE

Let’s turn to 2 Timothy 3:16-17:

2 TIMOTHY 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and  is profitable for
doctrine (or teaching), for reproof (rebuking, giving direction), for correction (restoring to
an upright state), for  instruction in righteousness (how to live by Godly standards - the
Word of God is our only guide in regard to all of these areas):

2 TIMOTHY 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect (mature), thoroughly furnished
unto all good (Godly) works (that bring glory to God).

All scripture, in both Old and New Testaments, is given for this purpose - to teach
us, correct us and show us how to live righteous lives.  In other words, scripture reveals to
us God’s mind on all the important issues of life and death.  Scriptures also give us a
pathway of direction and promise on which we can walk if we yield our lives fully to the
Lord.  However scripture is profitable only when discerned correctly, and verses are not
taken out of context - for people can twist and distort scripture, making it say whatever
they  want,  according  to  their  own interpretation.   If  interpreted  within  the  context  of
people’s bias, indeed the truth can easily be misinterpreted so that it becomes error. The
Apostle  Peter  referred  to  this  problem  of  misinterpretation  when  he  spoke  of  Paul’s
writings in 2 Peter 3:16:

2 PETER 3:16  As also in all  his epistles  (Paul’s letters),  speaking in them of these
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they who are unlearned
(ignorant of spiritual matters) and unstable wrest (distort, twist), as they do also the other
scriptures  (making  them  say  something  that  was  never  intended),  unto  their  own
destruction.

Peter went on to warn people against this practice, for those who take scripture out of
context and thus misinterpret it, usually bring confusion and destruction upon themselves.

“. . .In other words, scripture reveals to us God’s
mind on all the important issues of life 

and death. . .”:

To know, at a basic level, how to correctly interpret a scripture, we need to follow
these guidelines:

1. The interpretation of the scripture must align with surrounding verses, i.e.  be in
context.

2. The interpretation must not contradict  the principles of God or other verses, i.e.
must flow in the harmony of scripture.
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3. The interpretation  must  be  placed  in  the  right  time-frame,  i.e.  must  be  applied
correctly.  For example, is this scripture applicable today or only in Old Testament
or early church eras?

These are only some of the fundamental  rules of interpretation - many more are in
existence.

Remember that both the Old Covenant and the New Covenant constitute the written
Word  of  God,  and  that  the  Bible  is  one  integrated  unit.  Thus  its  principles  will  not
contradict each other, but will confirm and express the consistent desires and standards of
our holy, just and unchangeable God.

“. . ,.people can twist and distort scripture, making it
say whatever they want, according to their own

interpretation. . .”

Consider the following:  It says in Romans 3:20 “Therefore by the deeds (by works) of
the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the Law is the knowledge of sin
(the  Law only  defined  sin,  it  did  not  deliver  from  it).” Man  in  the  Garden  of  Eden
corrupted  himself  and became lost.  However  God  did  not  leave  man without  a  moral
compass. He gave man a mirror in the Old Testament, that being His righteous laws.  His
creation had corrupted itself, and did not even know it.  Even after thousands of years of
wars, atrocities and other terrible failures, man cannot see what he is.  What can man not
see?  It is that he is a lost sinner, separated from God.  The Word of God is the mirror that
reveals  man’s  ugliness  and unrelenting  thrust  towards  wrongdoing.   The Word of  God
clearly shows sin for what it is. 

Aided by personal bias, much subjective speculation has occurred over the years on
what constitutes sin. Even some of the religious groups today, along with their bedfellows
involved in human psychology, say that sin is nothing but human weakness and with proper
focus on the training of the will, we can become better, less “sinful” people.  Sorry to spoil
your party, but the mirror of God’s Word says that because of the Fall of man, we are all
born from our mother’s womb in a darkened state, the sin nature dominating our lives.
This mirror is true and does not lie.  

The  Old  Testament  was  a  time  of  law in  which  corrupted  man  was  taught  God’s
standards.  The New Testament reveals we are living in a time of grace.  It reminds us of
the unattainable standard set out in the Old Testament, and then provides the answer - for
there is a way.  The New Testament clearly and simply says that not by our works but only
by our repentance from sin and faith in Jesus Christ can we escape the punishment due to
us as sinners.  Indeed He paid the price for our sins at the Cross.  Now that is good news of
the Gospel! The mercy and grace of God is coming to our rescue.  Amen.

The whole Bible was divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit. God selected and anointed
certain men over centuries of time, and God the Holy Spirit breathed His Word into the
hearts and minds of these men.  They then wrote down His principles and laws for the
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benefit of mankind.  Thus we find the Greek word “theopneustos” or “God-breathed” in 2
Timothy 3:16, for this was how the Divine inspiration took place:

2  TIMOTHY 3:16   All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God  (the  Greek  word
“theopneustos” means “God-breathed”; this means that all scripture is the actual Word of
God and therefore infallible and authoritative), and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

Another version reads:

2 TIMOTHY 3:16  Every Scripture is God-breathed  (given by His inspiration) and
profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and
discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity
to God’s will in thought, purpose and action), (Amp.)

There are thus many writers but only one Author, that being God Almighty, and the
inspired Word of God is the story of His great love for mankind.

2 PETER 1:21  For the prophecy (prophecy is used here in a general way to cover the
whole of the Old Testament) came not in old time  (Old Testament times) by the will of
man (did not come from man): but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit (the Word came from God through man).

God’s  Word  contains  the  history of  the  development  of  the  Covenant  between
Himself and mankind, the Covenant that is in operation today through the shed Blood of
Jesus.

“. . .The Word of God is the mirror that reveals man’s
ugliness and unrelenting thrust towards

wrongdoing. . .”

God’s Word is also alive and powerful,  and is to be used as a weapon of warfare
against the enemy. For this reason it is called “the sword of the Spirit,”  the only offensive
weapon contained within the armour of God detailed in Ephesians Ch.6.  The rest of this
armour consists of defensive weaponry.  The sword of the Spirit, wielded properly in the
hands of  the Saint,  can do massive damage to the Kingdom of  Darkness.   The power
behind the Word can paralyze, anaesthetize and scatter darkness when the Word is spoken
forth in faith according to God’s will.  Thus the sword can do its work when wielded under
the authority that is ours in Christ.  Using this sword we can, for instance, pray the prayer
of binding and loosing, and see evil forces rendered ineffective.

EPHESIANS 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation  (protection that comes through a
renewed mind), and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God:

2  CORINTHIANS 10:4   (For the  weapons  of  our warfare  are  not  carnal  [natural,
earthly], but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds [of the enemy];)
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MATTHEW 16:19  And I will give unto you  (Christians) the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven: and whatsoever (evil spirit) you shall bind (render ineffective) on earth shall be
bound in heaven (by heaven’s power): and whatsoever you shall loose (remove, displace
forcefully) on earth shall be loosed in heaven (by heaven’s power).

The Word will also correctly analyze our thoughts and the intents of our heart to the
point of judging our heart.

HEBREWS 4:12  For the Word of God is  quick  (living) and active  (powerful), and
sharper than any two-edged sword (capable of probing the human psyche), piercing even
to the dividing asunder (division) of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow (in
every facet of man, the Word shows us what we should be and do),  and is a discerner
(judges, analyzes) the thoughts and intentions (motives) of the heart.

The result will be that our hearts are penetrated, laid bare and exposed by the Word of
God, to show us whether our thoughts and intentions are good or evil.  Proverbs tells us in
relation to this:

PROVERBS 23:7  . . . as he (a man) thinks in his heart, so is he . . .

“As he thinks in his heart, so is he” means that man’s accepted thinking becomes part
of him, and where that leads depends on the power behind the accepted words (beliefs,
ideas or philosophies).  Some words (thoughts, beliefs) have little power, some have a dark
power  and  others  have  a  liberating  power,  being  words  of  Divine  truth,  which  when
digested, can set us free.

“. . .The sword of the Spirit, wielded properly in the
hands of the Saint, can do massive damage to 

the Kingdom of Darkness. . .”

Note:  As a person one cannot be greater or less, good or bad, above and beyond the
thoughts and intents (motives) of one’s heart.  So what determines who or what a person
belongs to, and the amount of darkness and light in that person’s life, will be the thoughts
and intents of their  heart.   It  is  this alone,  not our education or social  status, that  will
determine  who  we  are  as  individuals  -  in  other  words  our  character.   To  change  our
thinking and intentions is to change our character through this process.  To gain more of
God and to thus draw closer to Him is to develop our character so that we become more
Christlike through being a partaker of the Divine Nature at an experiential level.  To drift
away from the Lord or to deliberately reject His will in our lives (through willful rebellion)
is to partake of increased darkness, with the result that we will become less like Him.  In
this instance we would be partaking of, to a greater degree, the evil nature of which Satan
is the father.  It is therefore possible to develop or deteriorate in terms of character, and thus
to become, by degree, either more Christlike or more like “the father of lies.”

It is the Word of God which is the foundation of all truth and wisdom.  The Word can
analyze the thoughts and intents of the heart, laying them bare in its light.  However it does
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not stop there.  After the self-centred delusions of man are exposed for what they are, God
then takes man to the answer for all his woes.  The answer is contained in the Word but
always passes through the message of the Cross.  Indeed every blessing, even truth itself,
must journey through Calvary if it is to become real and life changing.

God’s Word contrasts His thoughts with our thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9).  This analysis is
done so that we can judge by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is His work to reveal truth to
us and empower our  hearts  with it.   Concerning the Word of  God, any teaching done
without the involvement of the true Teacher, the Holy Spirit, will be futile and fruitless.
Normally people who fall into this trap are religious people.  They seek knowledge for
knowledge’s  sake,  this  being  their  motivation  -  rather  than  seeking knowledge  for  the
purpose of  developing their  relationship with Christ  and serving the Father  to  a  fuller
extent.  Our foundation must always be the Cross - our identification with Christ in His
death and Resurrection - with everything good proceeding from it.  People who study the
Word  intellectually  will  gain  nothing  of  any  spiritual  value,  let  alone  spiritual
empowerment.  Indeed pride can often be the result.  We must study to bring out the proper
meaning of scripture, and to seek to apply the truths we find to our lives (James 1:22-25).
Otherwise at best we will “wrest” (distort) the scriptures, or even add to them or take away
from them, perish the thought (Deuteronomy 12:32; Proverbs 30:5-6; Revelation 22:18-19)
!!!

“. . .Our foundation must always be the Cross - our
identification with Christ in His death and

Resurrection - with everything good 
proceeding from it. . .”

The Word reveals truth to the hearer, and brings Light into darkened areas of the mind
when it is embraced.  It is the Word, Divine truth, which has the power to liberate the mind
- because it is God speaking, and bringing conviction to the hearer.  Such is the Word’s
power that when it is accepted, darkness will be dispelled and eradicated.  Therefore the
Word tells us:

JOHN 8:32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Sin not dealt with by the Blood of the Lamb will frustrate the grace of God.  This
grace can be likened, metaphorically, to Light which is needed to deliver man from the
darkness that sin has brought to man’s mind.  But with holy Light also comes Divine power
that would enable the repentant to walk in the Light of God’s Word.  The one who sins
(saved or unsaved) must come to the Cross to repent and digest the truth of the Gospel.
Then the Light of God’s truth will set them free.

God will back up His Word with power when the right conditions are met and proper
demands are thus made upon His power - to deliver and enlighten.  Amen.

We will now return to God’s plan for establishing His Kingdom on earth, and what He
has done to bring this about.
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HOW DOES THE COMPLETED CITY OF
SAFETY RELATE TO GOD’S WORD ?

Without the first part of the covenant being in place, the second part could never have
been established.  It  was,  however,  the second part  of  the covenant  in  the parable  that
guaranteed the completion of the eternal city of provision and protection. This city can be
compared specifically to the holy city called the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2), where
God will dwell with the Saints from all the ages.  In a general sense the city in the parable
can be likened to God’s Kingdom, in which are found all the blessings and promises of
God. This includes eternal life with God in perfect peace, and the provision of all our needs
on earth while we walk before Him in faith and righteousness.

Let’s now look at God’s Kingdom and His plan for establishing it here on earth.

The Establishment Of God’s Kingdom

Scripture reveals that since the creation of man it has been God’s desire to establish a
physical Kingdom here on earth, governed by Himself. This Kingdom would thus have
been a theocracy, a Kingdom over which God Himself ruled, in and through man.  So
although David wrote, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Psalm 24:1), and
He rules over the universe and all creation in a general sense, and always has done, God
also desired to set up a more specific theocratic Kingdom.

“. . .Scripture reveals that since the creation of man it
has been God’s desire to establish a physical

Kingdom here on earth, governed by Himself. . .”

Therefore we see that when God created man in His own image, He gave man total rule
and authority over the earth, being subject only to Himself (Genesis 1:27-28).  This was the
first instance of the theocratic Kingdom of God on earth.  Through Adam’s act of high
treason, however, Adam forfeited this position by subjecting himself to another master.
Satan then gained dominion over man and installed himself as the prince and god of this
world.

JOHN 14:30  Hereafter I will not talk much with you (could be translated, “Hereafter I
will  not  have much more time to  talk  with you”:E.S.B.):  for the prince of  this  world
(Satan) comes . . .

2 CORINTHIANS 4:4  I  n whom the god of this world   (Satan) has blinded the minds of
them which believe not . . . 

The first instance of God’s theocratic Kingdom was thus lost.  God did not lose His
overall rule over the earth and ultimate ownership of it.  However His theocratic Kingdom
came to an end when Adam handed the rulership of the world system to Satan.
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God then waited until the timing was right and sent His only begotten Son Jesus into
the world so that His Kingdom might be set in place.

GALATIANS 4:4  But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth (brought
into the world lawfully) His Son, made of a woman (speaks of the Incarnation when God
became man),  made under the Law  (Jesus was subject  to the Mosaic Law and kept  it
perfectly, so becoming qualified to pay the price for mankind’s redemption),

John the Baptist announced, as Christ’s emissary, that the Kingdom of Heaven (with
Christ as its king - Daniel 7:13-14) was at hand (Matthew 3:1-2). Jesus repeated this same
announcement (Matthew 4:17), and then sent out the 12 Disciples (Matthew 10:7) and then
the 70 (Luke 10:1-9) to make the same proclamation.

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, His message was:  

1. The declaration of the Kingdom (Mark 1:14-15).

2. The declaration of the King (John 8:58; Luke 19:38-40).

3. The rejection of the Kingdom (Luke 14:16-24).

4. The rejection of the King (Matthew 20:18-19).

Once again man had the opportunity to belong to a theocratic Kingdom. However, as
had been prophesied, Israel did not acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah (the Anointed One)
and King.  Rather,  they  publicly  rejected  Him,  and in  so doing,  rejected  the theocratic
Kingdom which was offered to them.  Then as the scriptures foretold, He was crucified by
the ones He came to save.

“. . .Once again man had the opportunity to belong to
a theocratic Kingdom. However, as had been

prophesied, Israel did not acknowledge Jesus as their
Messiah (the Anointed One) and King. . .”

Renald Showers writes:  “The religious leaders of the nation played the key role in the
rejection  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  offer  of  the  theocratic  Kingdom.   They  were  very
displeased with His miracles, His cleansing of the Temple, and the people’s response to His
ministry (Matthew 21:15; Mark 11:18),  They challenged His authority and planned how
they could take and kill Him (Matthew 21:23; 26:3-5),  They paid money for His betrayal,
sent a large multitude to take Him, sought false witness against Him, and pronounced Him
guilty of death (Matthew 26:14-15, 47, 59, 66).  After more deliberation, they sent Him to
Pilate, accused Him before Pilate and Herod, and persuaded a multitude to press Pilate to
execute Him (Matthew 27:1-2, 12, 20).

The “What If” Question
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Some people ask the question, “What if Israel had believed the gospel of the Kingdom
and repented when Jesus Christ was here?  Would that have jeopardized the necessity of
Christ dying for the sins of the world and, therefore, the salvation of human beings?”  The
answers lie in the fact that both the Old Testament and Christ Himself foretold Israel’s
rejection of Him and His offer of the theocratic Kingdom.  His death indicates that these
rejections  were  certainties.   Second,  even  if  Israel  had  believed  in  the  gospel  of  the
Kingdom and repented, Christ would have died for the sins of the world.

If Israel had believed and repented, the nation would have claimed Christ as its king.
The Roman government would have regarded this action as the beginning of a revolt and
undoubtedly would have crucified Him.  Then Christ  would have risen from the dead,
crushed  and  removed  Satan  and  his  kingdom  (including  the  Roman  Empire),  and
established God’s theocratic Kingdom on the earth.” 6

(underlines added)

“. . .God’s earthly theocratic Kingdom is now
postponed until the Second Advent - the Second

Coming of Jesus Christ. . .”

The Jews not only rejected the Kingdom but Jesus’ declaration of it as well. God’s
earthly  theocratic  Kingdom  is  now  postponed  until  the  Second  Advent  -  the  Second
Coming  of  Jesus  Christ.  At  that  time,  Jesus  will  return  to  the  earth  and  reign  here
physically  for  one  thousand  years.  This  period  of  Christ’s  future  rule  is  called  “ the
Millennium” (Revelation 20:4-6).  Israel, intended by God to be the chief nation on the
earth,  will  be reinstated  as  such during the Millennium, having finally  recognized and
accepted the Messiah at His Second Coming.  But Israel’s Covenant is dispensational or
natural, and this period of rulership will cease when the earth is regenerated by fire and
God’s throne comes to dwell on the earth.  Israel, however, has been promised an eternal
existence (Isaiah 66:22) and will have  “David” as their prince forever (Ezekiel 37:25).
The identity of David is disputed by theologians, but could be King David himself (Ezekiel
34:23).  No doubt the eternal existence of the Jews as a separate nation and the eternal
bequest of the Promised Land to the Jews will function to remind the rest of creation and
indeed the whole universe that these, the chosen people, acted as the womb of the Messiah
so that the Lamb of God could come to bring redemption to all mankind.  Amen.

So in summary, God was to rule the earth through the first Adam, but he brought an
end to this Kingdom by his act  of  treason.   God’s rule through the second Adam was
offered  to  the  Jews  and  rejected.   The  Millennial  Kingdom  will  be  God’s  theocratic
Kingdom on earth, a Kingdom which still contains vast numbers of unsaved human beings,
but which is ruled by God through the man Jesus -  of necessity “with a rod of iron”
(Revelation 19:15).  As we have learned, “The theocratic Kingdom of God is restricted to
the indirect  administration of God’s rule through a human agent or representative (an
Adam).  It  does not involve God’s direct administration of His rule . .  .  the theocratic
kingdom  is  restricted  just  to  those  times  when  God  has  a  human  agent  (an  Adam)
administering the rule over the entire earth.  There are only two such time periods for this
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present  earth:   the  time  between  man’s  creation  and  fall  and  the  time  of  the  future
Millennium”  7

After the Millennial Kingdom all evil will be dealt with, and God will rule over the
earth in a complete and utter way, though still through the man Jesus Christ.

The Word of God speaks of three kingdoms: the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of
Heaven and the Kingdom of Darkness.

The Kingdom Of God and the Kingdom of Heaven

Background Reading:  Mark 10:13-27

The terms Kingdom of God and Kingdom of Heaven are interchangeable, but can be
applied to two totally different contexts:

1. God’s rule through Christ on the earth at a physical or dispensational level.  The
opportunity to establish this physical theocratic Kingdom was rejected by the Jews
in Jesus’ day, but will come to fruition in the Millennium.

2. God’s rule in  the life  of  Believers  through Christ  brings us into God’s spiritual
Kingdom.  When heaven (God’s throne) comes to earth (Revelation  Chs. 21 and
22), God will rule over the earth in a complete and utter way, all evil having been
removed following the Great White Throne Judgement. At this time, the spiritual
Kingdom of God and the physical Kingdom of God will become one Kingdom.

The Great White Throne Judgement  will take place at the end of the Millennium
after  Satan  is  loosed  for  a  short  season,  deceives  the  nations  and  is  then  defeated
permanently by God.  He will then be cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:7-10) which
will constitute his eternal abode.  

“. . .After the Millennial Kingdom all evil will be
dealt with, and God will rule over the earth in a
complete and utter way, though still through 

the man Jesus Christ. . .”

The Great White Throne Judgement will involve all those outside Christ from all the
ages, and these will come before the throne of God to be judged (Revelation 20:11-15).
Hell is the present place of confinement for all wicked and unbelieving mortals, and the
punishment metered out on this day by God will be their consignment to the Lake of Fire,
otherwise known as “the second death” (Revelation 20:14).  In this way, all evil will be
removed from the earth, for even hell itself will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  The Great
White  Throne  Judgement  will  take  place  on  a  specific  day  (Matthew 10:15;  Matthew
12:36; Acts 17:31), before the throne of God, and each person will be judged according to
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their works (Revelation 20:12-13; Matthew 12:36).  Then the earth will be renovated by
fire (2 Peter 3:10-13; Revelation 21:1), and the throne of God (and heaven) will descend to
the  earth  (Revelation  21:2-4,  10-12).   “This  (fiery  renovation) does  not  speak  of
Annihilation but rather the passing of the earth from one condition to another”  (E.S.B., 2
Peter 3:10, phrase added).

The spiritual Kingdom of God cannot be seen physically. It had no beginning and will
have no ending - for it is eternal.

LUKE 17:20  . . . The Kingdom of God comes not with observation (is not visible to the
physical eye) (the Jews claimed that when the Messiah came, He would overthrow Rome,
etc.; Jesus is telling them that their “observations” are wrong):  (E.S.B.)

LUKE  17:21  Neither shall they (people) say, “Lo here!” (‘Here it is,’) or, “Lo there!”
(‘There it is,’) for, behold, the Kingdom of God is within you  (would have been better
translated, “the Kingdom of God is within your midst,” for the Kingdom is Jesus, but Israel
would not recognize Him; the “born-again” experience brings Christ into the heart and,
thereby, places the “Kingdom of God within the person”). (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 14:17  For  the Kingdom of God (speaking to Christians) is  not meat and
drink (in other words, not rules or regulations); but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Spirit (the fruit of yielded and sincere hearts, Saints who are led and empowered
by the Holy Spirit).

The spiritual Kingdom of God can only be entered through spiritual regeneration, by
being “born from above” as John 3:3 states:

JOHN 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a
man be born again (born from above, experiences a spiritual birth), he cannot see (know,
be acquainted with, experience) the Kingdom of God.”

Dr Bernard Rossier writes:
“The  Lord’s  message  to  mankind  basically  relates  to  the  kingdom  of  God.   His

forerunner,  John the  Baptist,  preached “the kingdom of  God  is  at  hand” (eggiken  he
basileia tou theou - Mark 1:15), therefore, he told his listeners to repent and believe the
gospel.  When Jesus began His public ministry, He also said, “Repent for the kingdom of
heaven is at  hand” (metanoeite eggiken gar he basileia ton ouranon - Matthew 4:17).
Later, He stated, “The kingdom of God is within you,” or “the kingdom of God is in your
midst” (he basileia tou theou entos humon estin - Luke 17:21).  He was obviously talking
about His own presence in their midst and about their need of His governance in their
respective lives.

Some of the problems in the perception of people about the kingdom of God come from
a lack of understanding of the terminology itself.  In the Old Testament, several Hebrew
words were employed for the term “kingdom.”  Some terms stand for the rule itself, while
other  ones  denote  an  area  over  which  a  king  rules.   The  translators  of  the  Greek
Septuagint, on the other hand, used one word for “kingdom,” basileia, which can mean
either the reign itself or the territory ruled.  The practice was continued in the writing of
the New Testament.
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Incidentally, the phrases “the kingdom of heaven” (he basileia ton ouranon) and “the
kingdom of God” (he basileia ton theou) are used interchangeably in the New Testament.
Matthew generally employed the former because Jews reverently avoided the term God,
and Matthew apparently addressed his gospel to Jews.  The bottom line is that sometimes
the  New  Testament  refers  to  a  literal  area  over  which  a  sovereign  would  rule,  and
sometimes it refers to the rule of God within lives.

 “the kingdom of God is in your midst” . . . He was
obviously talking about His own presence in their

midst and about their need of His governance 
in their respective lives.

The Jews of Jesus’ day were, for the most part, expecting a political Messiah who they
thought would lead them in victory over Rome (John 6:15; Acts 1:6-8); however, Jesus
made it abundantly clear that He came to rule in the hearts of people (Matthew 6:33; Luke
10:9; Romans 14:17).  At the same time, though, He promised to return one day to set up a
literal  kingdom  on  this  earth,  a  time  which  we  normally  label  His  millennial  reign
(Matthew 19:28; Revelation 20:4-6).  Hence, we always have to keep these two aspects of
His reign in our minds:  the present rule of God within believers and  the future physical
rule of Christ on earth.” 8    (underlines added)

In the Millennium (the thousand year reign of Jesus on earth), there will be a physical
theocratic Kingdom here on earth as God intended.  This Kingdom will contain millions of
natural people who will have come through the Tribulation or will be the descendants of
those who have.  As such they will still possess the fallen Adamic nature.  Thus they will
know that Christ is Lord, but will be able to be influenced by Satan when he is loosed at
the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7).  So this Kingdom will still contain good and
evil, but will be ruled physically by Christ. And as we have said, because it still includes
evil,  Christ  will  have to  rule  this  physical  Kingdom  “with  a rod of  iron” (Revelation
19:15).  These following scriptures pertain to this Kingdom and its establishment:

ISAIAH 9:7  Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon
the  throne  of  David,  and  upon His  Kingdom,  to  order it,  and to  establish  it  with
judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal  of  the Lord of
Hosts will perform this.

ZECHARIAH 14:5  . . . and the Lord my God shall come, and all the Saints (with Christ
to defeat the Antichrist at the Battle of Armageddon and to set up the Millennial Kingdom)
with You (Him).

ZECHARIAH 14:9  And the Lord shall be King over all the earth: in that day shall
there be  (only) one Lord, and His Name (the only) one  (recognised and worshipped by
men).

During  the  Millennium, the  glorified  Saints  will  reign  with  Jesus  on  the  earth
(Revelation  5:10;  Revelation  20:4-6).  They  will  be  given  responsibilities  and  rewards
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according to their commitment to Jesus and their works of faith and love while in the Body
of Christ (the Church) on earth. During the Millennium there will also be longevity for the
people of the earth and great peace and prosperity for all the nations (Isaiah 65:20-25).
Christ will reign from Jerusalem, with Israel as the head of all nations, being given the
responsibility of evangelism (Isaiah 66:19).

Only after the Great White Throne Judgement (after the Millennial reign of Christ),
however, will all evil be removed from the dispensational Kingdom, and God’s spiritual
and physical Kingdom will become one Kingdom and will continue eternally.  Spiritual
beings  (angels  and  glorified  Saints)  together  with  perfect  physical  human  beings  who
procreate, will then all populate this new world promised on earth (Revelation 21:1-4).
Man will no longer be influenced by spiritual darkness for God will have completely dealt
with all evil and darkness.

Wuest describes it in these terms:  “The kingdom of God is defined as God’s rule over
all  moral  intelligences willingly subject  to  His will,  including the holy angels,  and all
believers of all ages.” 9

(underline added)

MATTHEW 13:49  So shall it be at the end of the world (age, i.e., the conclusion of the
Millennium): the angels shall come forth, and sever (separate) the wicked from among
the just (the Saints of all the ages),

MATTHEW 13:50  And shall cast them into the furnace of fire  (after the Great White
Throne Judgement, the unjust will be cast into the Lake of Fire - Revelation 20:11-15): there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth (speaks of terrible pain, suffering and regret).

“. . .The kingdom of God is defined as God’s rule
over all moral intelligences willingly subject to His

will, including the holy angels, and all 
believers of all ages. . .”

We will now return to look again at the covenant parable.

What Made The Second Part Of The
Covenant More Valuable ?

Background Reading:  Hebrews 8:1-6

In the parable, the city that the worthy servant built never needed to be demolished and
rebuilt because it was made to last. But who enabled the second part of the covenant to
become so much more valuable than the first part? It was the worthy servant.  It was only
through  the  worthy  servant  that  the  eternal  city  of  provision  and  protection  could  be
constructed, for no other man was qualified to do it.

The worthy servant was the only person who had the necessary qualities and wisdom
to build the great city. So too, it was only through Jesus and His finished work on the Cross

The Old And New Covenant
38



that the Covenant of Redemption could be established. He was the sinless servant Who
became the Lamb of God, and His perfect sacrifice completed God’s Covenant and made it
perfect and operational.

Our city, which speaks of our heavenly citizenship and ultimately the New Jerusalem,
has therefore been built by the great Master Builder Himself, our Creator, God Almighty,
and its foundations are constructed of truth and righteousness which will stand for eternity.
It is certainly impossible to improve on what God has accomplished in Christ. He is indeed
the “precious cornerstone,” the “sure foundation” (Isaiah 28:16) of God’s spiritual house,
for scripture tells us that  “the stone which the builders refused  (rejected) is become the
head stone of the corner” (Psalm 118:22, Matthew 21:42). Jesus is indeed the Rock of our
salvation,  “and he  who  believes  (and  trusts) on  Him shall  not  be  confounded  (put  to
shame)” (1 Peter 2:6-8).

Which Parts Were Discarded And Which
Parts Were Retained ?

Once the eternal  city  of  provision and protection was established and the covenant
fulfilled, the temporary housing was no longer needed. So this portion of the covenant was
discarded.

Were the stored materials also discarded? Obviously not! They were the substance out
of which the city was constructed.

As the materials had to be available for the servant to construct the city, so too God’s
Laws and principles  had to be in place before Jesus could come to fulfill  the Old and
establish the New. So the materials in fact became part of the New Covenant, and the New
became the Old fulfilled.

As a tribute to the covenant maker, the great city stood in all its splendour for everyone
to see. It was then evident to all that the covenant maker was a person of his word and that
the worthy servant had submitted to his authority.

We can see  therefore  that  it  was  only  the  temporary  housing  and provision  which
needed to be discarded when the great city was constructed. As the builder of the eternal
city in the parable of the covenant is the worthy servant, so too God’s worthy servant was
Jesus. It was Jesus Who became the builder and also, as God the Word, the co-architect of
the Plan of Redemption.

“. . .It was Jesus Who became the builder and also, as
God the Word, the co-architect of the Plan of

Redemption. . .”

Some people worship their religion, for they place the traditions and the trappings of
their religion or their denomination above the truth of the Word of God. In this way they
give glory to someone or something other than God. The Church or the denominational
churches  can  be  seen  as  the  house  that  God  has  built  on  the  Rock  of  His  Word.
Nevertheless, we should worship the Builder (Jesus) and the Architect (God), not the house
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itself which stands as a testimony to its Creator. Scripture makes this point clearly, showing
us that the honour which is given is to go to the builder of the house, not the house itself.

HEBREWS 3:3  For this man (Jesus) was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as He (God) Who has built the house has more honour than the house  (the
Lord built the house of Israel).

HEBREWS 3:4  For every house is built by some man (presents the fact that even though
men are the instruments used by God, they are, in fact, only instruments); but He Who built
all things is God.  (Christ, although humbling Himself to the likeness of sinful flesh, is still
the Builder of all things, which means He is far greater than Moses [John 1:1-3].) (E.S.B.)

As we have said, Jesus was the builder of the house, for the Trinity agreed together that
God the Word would become flesh  and die  for  mankind.  So Jesus,  as  God the Word,
planned with the Father and the Spirit the Covenant of God, then came down to earth and
fulfilled it. Now man must also fulfill his part if he wants to obtain salvation. God has done
more than we could ever ask or think.  It is now up to man to respond to that which God
has provided.

“. . .Jesus, as God the Word, planned with the Father
and the Spirit the Covenant of God, then came down

to earth and fulfilled it. . .”

Which Parts Of The Old Covenant Have Passed Away ?

Background Reading:  Hebrews 10:1-9

The temporary housing and provision in the parable relates to the atoning sacrifices,
the  ceremonial  law,  clean  and  unclean  food  regulations,  the  Jewish  feasts,  the
commandment  of  circumcision,  Sabbath  Day  observances  and  many  other  regulations
which existed under the Old Covenant. These sacrificial offerings, and all the ceremonies
that accompanied them, became obsolete when Jesus fulfilled the law of sacrifice.  The
offerings and ceremonies pointed the way by being a type of that which was to come.

COLOSSIANS 2:14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us
(pertains to the Law of Moses, which was God’s standard of Righteousness that man could
not reach), which was contrary to us (Law is against us, simply because we are unable to
keep its precepts, no matter how hard we try), and took it out of the way  (refers to the
penalty of the Law being removed), nailing it to His Cross (the Law with its decrees was
abolished in Christ’s Death, as if Crucified with Him); (E.S.B.)

COLOSSIANS 2:16  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink (by what you
eat or drink), or in respect of an holyday (religious festival), or of the new moon (New
Moon celebration),  or of  the Sabbath Days  (adding the necessary observance of  these
things onto the finished work of Christ negates the grace of God):
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COLOSSIANS 2:17  Which are a shadow of things to come  (the Law, with all of its
observances, was only meant to point to the One Who was to come, Namely Christ); but the
Body  (Church) is  of  Christ  (refers  to “substance and reality,” as  opposed to shadow).
(E.S.B.)

Thus many physical ordinances of the Old Covenant were fulfilled spiritually under
the New Covenant and so are no longer needed. For example, as we have indicated, God’s
people  (Christians)  are  no  longer  required  to  be  circumcised  physically,  for  they  are
circumcised spiritually, of the heart:

COLOSSIANS 2:11  In Whom also you are circumcised with the Circumcision made
without hands (that which is brought about by the Cross [Romans 6:3-5]), in putting off
the body of the sins of the flesh by the Circumcision of Christ (refers to the old carnal
nature that is defeated by the Believer placing his Faith totally in the Cross, which gives the
Holy Spirit latitude to work): (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 2:28   For he  is  not  a  Jew,  which  is  one  outwardly  (completely  destroys
national Salvation); neither is that Circumcision, which is outward in the flesh (the mere
Ritual is no true Circumcision at all, and spiritually affords nothing): (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 2:29  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly (it is only the work carried out by
Christ inwardly which constitutes Salvation); and Circumcision is that of the heart, in the
spirit  (refers to the “heart” of the individual being changed, which is done in one’s spirit
and  speaks  of  being  “Born-Again”), and  not  in  the  letter  (refers  to  the  rules  and
regulations of the Law of Moses, or even such in the Church); whose praise is not of men,
but of God (keeping religious Rituals garners the praise of men, but not of God; men can
truly praise God only when they truly accept Christ, which means to truly trust Christ and
not men’s religious Rituals). (E.S.B.)

The Old Covenant Sabbath Day observances are also no longer required. The Sabbath
Day of physical rest has now been fulfilled so that today, God’s people, through faith and
obedience, enter into His eternal spiritual rest (Hebrews 4:1-11).

“. . .These sacrificial offerings, and all the
ceremonies that accompanied them, became obsolete

when Jesus fulfilled the law of sacrifice. . .”

The major feasts of the Jewish religious calendar foreshadowed the life, death and
Resurrection of Christ, the birth of the Church (Body of Christ) and associated spiritual
truths. Some also foreshadowed the repentance and restoration of Israel at the close of the
age.  These  feasts  are  no  longer  required  to  be  celebrated.  The  only  two  instances  of
“ceremonial law” given in the New Testament concern communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-
26) and water baptism (Matthew 28:19). These are the New Testament Church’s only two
Divine ordinances.
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An Everlasting Priesthood

Background Reading:  Hebrews Chapter 7

You may ask, “Has the Priesthood also passed away?” Let’s examine God’s Word on
this subject.

HEBREWS 2:17  Wherefore in all things it behoved (was necessary for) Him (Jesus) to
be made like unto His brethren  (in every respect),  that He might be  a merciful and
faithful  High  Priest in  things  pertaining  to  God  (as  our  High  Priest,  He  is  our
Representative to God, which He could be by becoming a Man and going to the Cross as
well, which He did : E.S.B.), to make reconciliation for the sins of the people (to make an
atoning Sacrifice in order to regain the favour and goodwill of God on behalf of the human
race). (E.S.B.)

HEBREWS 3:1  Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling (pertains
to all Christians), consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

HEBREWS 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, Who is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. (Let us hold fast to Christ
and the Cross, which was necessary for our Lord to be our High Priest) (E.S.B.)

Notice it says, “Seeing then that we have (this is present tense) a great High Priest . . .

let us hold fast to our profession (our confession of faith in Him).”

HEBREWS 4:15  For we have not an High Priest Who cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities (as a man, having empathy for our weaknesses); but was in all
points (in every respect) tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

HEBREWS 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly (confidently) unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

It is only because we have a High Priest, seated at the right hand of the Father, that we
can come boldly to “the throne of grace.”

It is only through Christ Jesus that we can obtain mercy and find grace to help us in
our times of need.

“. . . As our High Priest, He functions as the
Mediator between God and man. . .”

      As our High Priest, He functions as the Mediator between God and man. If this was not
so, we would have no hope, and no assurance of salvation - but praise God we do have this
hope, because Jesus has risen and conquered death and is now our eternal High Priest.
Therefore it is obvious that the Priesthood has not passed away, but once again, has been
fulfilled in Christ.

HEBREWS 6:19  Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast,
and which enters into that (the inner sanctuary) within the veil (behind the curtain);
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HEBREWS 6:20  Whither the forerunner is for us entered (has entered on our behalf),
even Jesus  (alludes  to  the  High Priest  on  the  Day of  Atonement  entering  the  Holy  of
Holies), made an High Priest for ever after (in) the order of Melchizedek.

Thus Jesus is described as:

“a High Priest forever, after (in) the order of Melchizedek”

And Hebrews 7:1 tells us concerning Melchizedek:

HEBREWS 7:1  For this Melchizedek, King of Salem (Jerusalem), Priest of the Most
High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter (defeat) of the kings, and
blessed him (Genesis 14:14-15);

“The order of Melchizedek” is intriguing because this priestly order is eternal and was
established well before the Levitical Priesthood even came into existence.

“. . .“The order of Melchizedek” is intriguing
because this priestly order is eternal and was

established well before the Levitical Priesthood 
even came into existence. . .”

The Levitical Priesthood came from Abraham’s descendants and was entered through
inheritance. As we know, the thirteen tribes of Israel originated from Abraham’s grandson,
Jacob, who was later named Israel. The men from the tribe of Levi were called aside by
God to be His  ministers  and to  serve in  the Tabernacle,  and later  the Temple.  It  was,
however, only Levites descended from Aaron who actually became priests. Therefore this
Priesthood is more correctly termed “the Aaronic Priesthood.”  The other members of the
Levite tribe were also called to be set aside as God’s gift to the Aronic Priesthood, to assist
the priests with all the work of the Tabernacle. These men performed many and various
functions  apart  from actually  being  priests.  The  priestly  duties  were strictly  limited  to
Aaron and his descendants on pain of death (Numbers 18:2-3). 

NUMBERS 18:6  And I  (God), behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from
among the children of Israel: to you they are given as a gift for (from) the Lord, to do
(help with) the service of the Tabernacle of the congregation.

NUMBERS 18:7  Therefore you (Aaron) and your sons  (descendants) with you shall
keep your priest’s office for every thing of the Altar (Brazen Altar), and within the veil
(concealing the Ark of the Covenant); and you shall serve: I have given your priest’s
office unto you as a service of gift: and the stranger (any non Levite) who comes nigh
shall be put to death.

The Old And New Covenant
43



Thus there were actually three classes of Levite:

1. The High Priest who came from the family lineage of  Aaron (Moses’ brother)
belonged to the Aaronic Priesthood. The High Priest had the most sacred duty of
being  the  mediator  between  God  and  man  in  the  offering  of  the  annual  blood
sacrifices for the sins of the people on the Day of Atonement. He also performed
various other duties and taught the people God’s Word (Numbers 18:1, 2, 7).

2. The priests who performed other blood sacrifices in the Tabernacle and later on, the
Temple, also instructed God’s people in His Word. The priests all came from the
Aaronic line.

3. Ordinary Levites who were not directly involved in the blood sacrifices and other
ceremonial duties, assisted the priests in their day-to-day duties and helped instruct
God’s people in His Word. In the days of the Tabernacle, they were responsible for
setting  it  up,  taking  it  down and  carrying  it,  cleaning  it  and  making  necessary
repairs. When the Temple was built, the Levites also attended to the care of the
storehouses and treasuries, and keeping track of donations and gifts. The ordinary
Levites also supervised the observance of religious laws and sometimes acted as
judges  in  disputes.  There  were  also  Levite  porters,  musicians  and  singers  who
supported the priests (Numbers 18:6).

Note:  The Levite duties were specified according to whether a particular Levite was
descended from Kohath, Gershon or Merari, the three sons of Levi (Numbers Ch.4).  The
Levites were supervised in their duties by the Aaronic Priesthood.  The Aaronic line was
descended from Kohath.

This was how the Levitical system which included the Aaronic Priesthood, called after
the order of Aaron, was established.

The Priesthood of Melchizedek, however, is superior to that of Levi because it was
entered through Divine appointment, and is eternal in nature.

“. . .The Priesthood of Melchizedek, however, is
superior to that of Levi because it was entered

through Divine appointment, and is 
eternal in nature. . .’

Melchizedek enters the Biblical account in Genesis 14:18, meeting with Abraham after
his great victory against the Canaanite King Chedorlaomer who had captured his nephew
Lot and many others.  Melchizedek is introduced as the King of Salem, an ancient name for
Jerusalem.  He brings with him “bread and wine,”  which are symbolic of the Body and
Blood of the Lord, proclaimed at the Last Supper.  Melchizedek is also “Priest of the Most
High God” (Genesis 14:18), and his name means not only  “King of Righteousness” but
also “King of Peace” (Salem) (Hebrews 7:2).  As such, he is a type-pattern of Christ.
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David spoke of Melchizedek 1,000 years after Abraham:

PSALM 110:4  The Lord has sworn, and will not repent, You (Christ) are a priest for
ever after the order of Melchizedek.

Why was Jesus identified with the Priesthood of Melchizedek and not the Priesthood
of Aaron, High Priest of Israel?  The reason is that the Aaronic Priesthood was only ever
meant  to  be temporal  or  temporary,  whereas  the Priesthood of  Melchizedek is  eternal.
Aaron was an Israelite and represented only Israel, while Melchizedek was a Gentile and
represents all of mankind.

GENESIS 14:19  And he  (Melchizedek) blessed him (Abraham), and said, “Blessed be
Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth:

GENESIS  14:20   And  blessed  be  the  Most  High  God,  Who  has  delivered  your
(Abraham’s) enemies into your hand. And he (Abraham) gave him (Melchizedek) tithes
of all.

Here we find that Melchizedek blessed Abraham, and received the payment of the tithe
from Abraham.  This incidentally is the first Biblical record of tithing, and demonstrates
that tithing preceded the Law of Moses.  Thus tithing predated the Law and is meant to
continue today as the means by which the church provides for its ministers who carry out
the Lord’s work.

The  giving  of  the  tithes shows  that  Melchizedek  stood  in  a  position  of  greater
authority  than  Abraham.   He  was,  in  essence,  a  type-pattern  of  Christ  in  His  High
Priesthood.  And if Abraham the Patriarch of Israel presented tithes to Melchizedek, we can
see “how great this man was” (Hebrews 7:4), at least in God’s eyes.

“. . .Aaron was an Israelite and represented only
Israel, while Melchizedek was a Gentile and

represents all of mankind. . .”

Concerning Melchizedek we find the writer of Hebrews stating:

HEBREWS 7:3  Without father, without mother (only means that there was no record
made of the name of his father, or mother, or any of his posterity), without descent, having
neither beginning of days, nor end of life (means the Holy Spirit intended Melchizedek to
be without genealogy, in order that he may serve as the Type); but made like unto the Son
of God  (actually says, “to be likened to the Son of God”); abides a priest continually.
(This refers to Christ of Whom Melchizedek was a Type.) (E.S.B.)

Melchizedek was not eternal but his type was eternal and is carried on in Christ.  He
was a man and he lived and died, and is in heaven today.  But the Word reveals to us that
his role and office is of a higher rank than Abraham, the father of all who believe.  As such,
the writer of Hebrews shows that  the Priesthood of Melchizedek is  far superior  to  the
Priesthood of Aaron.  (And the New Covenant is far superior to the Old Covenant, as the
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writer of Hebrews also sets out to establish.  The Jewish people, and Levi, yet to proceed
from the Patriarch Abraham, paid tithes through Him to Melchizedek.  Thus the Jewish
system is secondary to Christ).

HEBREWS 7:2  To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all (this is the first mention
of tithing in the Bible); first being by interpretation King of Righteousness, and after
that also King of Salem, which is, King of Peace;

HEBREWS 7:4  Now consider how great this man (he was not an angel as some think)
was,  unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils  (presents
Melchizedek as being in a superior spiritual position).

As we have stated, both Christ and Melchizedek are kings of righteousness and kings of
peace.  Secondly,  both are  members  of  a  unique Priesthood which does  not  depend on
family lineage. As we have learned, the priestly order of Melchizedek was confirmed by
Divine appointment  whereas  the Levitical  Priesthood was  entered  by  Divinely  ordered
succession.  The Melchizedekian Priesthood is of an unchangeable and permanent nature,
where  this  was  not  the  case  with  the  Priesthood  from the  tribe  of  Levi  -  which  was
temporary and thus secondary.

“ . .the priestly order of Melchizedek was confirmed
by Divine appointment whereas the Levitical
Priesthood was entered by Divinely ordered

succession. . .”

Today, Jesus is our High Priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.

HEBREWS  5:5   So  also  Christ  glorified  not  Himself  to  be  made  an  High  Priest
(proclaims the fact that this was no personal ambition on the Messiah’s part that resulted in
Him becoming a High Priest,  but rather the fact that God called Him to that position  :
E.S.B.); but  (it was) He  (God) Who said unto Him, “You are My Son, to day have I
begotten You” (become Your Father - speaks of the Plan of God, made in heaven to redeem
mankind [Psalm 2:7]).

HEBREWS 5:6 As He said also in another place  (Psalm 110:4), “You are a priest for
ever after the order of Melchizedek.”

Thus the Priesthood is still in existence today. If this was not so, Jesus would not be our
High Priest seated at the right hand of the Father, as the scriptures clearly state.  And if
Jesus was not our High Priest, we would have no access to the Father.
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GOD’S PRIESTHOOD TODAY

Background Reading:  1 Peter 2:1-9

The Priesthood has not passed away on earth or in heaven, for we as Christians are
all part of it, as Revelation 1:5-6 declares:

REVELATION 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, Who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten (the firstborn) of the dead (refers to His Resurrection), and the prince (ruler) of
the kings of the earth. Unto Him Who loved us, and washed us from our sins in (by) His
own Blood,

REVELATION 1:6  And has made us a kingdom and (of) priests unto (to serve) God
and His Father (His God and Father); to Him be glory and dominion (power) for ever
and ever. Amen.

“has made us a kingdom and (of) priests”

This scripture reminds us of Exodus 19:6,  “And you shall be unto Me a kingdom of
priests.”  What a privilege has been given to those in Christ.

Note:  The Authorized Version (K.J.V.) translates this verse as “kings and priests.”   But
the older manuscripts read “a kingdom and priests.”  Therefore, one could read it also as:
“Who constituted us a kingdom, priests to His God.”

Wiersbe writes “God’s purpose for the nation of Israel was that they be a “kingdom of
priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6),  but  they failed God and lost  their  spiritual
privileges.  Those privileges are now enjoyed by the church, for the New Testament says
that we are “a holy priesthood… a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation…
” and “a kingdom of priests” (1 Peter  2:5, 9; Revelation  1:6).

Under the old covenant, God’s people had a priesthood; but in the new covenant, God’s
people  are a priesthood.  “The priesthood of  the believer” is  a  precious article  of  the
Christian faith, the defense of which has cost many a life. It means that all believers have
the same acceptance before God and enjoy equal access to God through Jesus Christ, the
Great High Priest.” 10

(underlines added)

“. . .Under the old covenant, God’s people had 
a priesthood; but in the new covenant, 

God’s people are a priesthood. . .”

The word “kingdom” describes the body of the Redeemed collectively and the word
“priests” indicates the position of the individuals in this group. This is because in the
Kingdom of God, each Believer is a priest. We see this point brought out again later in the
Book of Revelation:

REVELATION 5:9  . . .  for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your
Blood out of every kindred (tribe), and tongue, and people and nation.
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REVELATION 5:10  And have made us (Christians) unto our God a kingdom and (of)
priests: and we shall reign on the earth (help Christ rule during the time of the Millennial
Kingdom).

As we have said, this privilege of being a kingdom of priests was actually promised to
the nation of Israel if they would obey the Lord and keep His Covenant:

EXODUS  19:5   Now  therefore,  if  you  will  obey  My  voice indeed,  and  keep  My
Covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the
earth is Mine:

EXODUS 19:6  And you shall be unto Me  a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.
These are the words which you  (Moses) shall  speak unto the children of Israel  (the
chosen people).

The priestly  office  of  the  Christian, however,  is  not  a  position  of  promise  to  be
obtained through works - it is a birthright to those in Christ! We enter into this position
when we receive redemption through the Blood of Christ. (But whether or not we take
advantage of this aspect of our birthright is completely up to us!)

“. . .The priestly office of the Christian, however, is
not a position of promise to be obtained through
works - it is a birthright to those in Christ. . .”

In the Old Covenant Priesthood, only the high priest had direct access to God via the
Holy of  Holies.   Today,  because Christ  has fulfilled all  the sacrificial  offerings in  His
Atonement, no more blood is required.  Therefore “in Christ” as believer-priests we have
the ongoing prerogative and privilege of being able to enter the heavenly Holy of Holies,
by faith, day by day, according to the grace of God, via the Blood of Jesus.  In order to do
this, all sin must be put under the Blood, both known sin and unknown sin.  This is a
condition of our entry into the presence of our holy God.  But access to the throneroom is a
treasured part of the inheritance of the royal Priesthood, and is available to all. We can
therefore know that the distinctive characteristic of our priestly position is direct access to
God.  This access is universal and available at any time - provided we do not try to enter
unworthily, for sin in a believer’s life will frustrate the grace of God and prevent entry to
the throneroom.

The functions of the priestly office include the offering of a fourfold sacrifice:

1. One’s own living body (Romans 12:1)

2. Praise to God (Hebrews 13:15)

3. One’s substance (Galatians 6:6-10)

4. One’s service (Hebrews 13:16; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
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The priestly office also includes the function of intercession, for we are to intercede on
behalf of others before the throne of God (James 5:16, Colossians 4:12). We are also to
exhort one another to truth, and to lift one another up in the faith (Hebrews 10:24-25).

The  added  dimension which  distinguishes  our  priestly  role  from  that  of  the  Old
Covenant priests is that we are also to declare the Gospel. While the duties of the priests in
the Old Covenant involved the teaching of God’s Laws and principles to their own people,
nowhere were they commanded to teach other nations the commandments of God. The
responsibility to evangelize, however, is one of our priestly duties.  And we now have the
ability through the new birth and the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to effectively share the
Gospel with others, according to the Great Commission. This is both our privilege and our
sacred duty.

“. . .we now have the ability through the new birth
and the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to effectively

share the Gospel with others, according to the Great
Commission. . .”

The functions involved in our priestly office can thus be condensed into two major
tasks.

1. The first task is concerned with our fellowship and walk with the Father as we
offer up spiritual sacrifices (offerings of praise and works of righteousness) to God.

1 PETER 2:5  You also, as lively  (living) stones, are built up  (into) a spiritual house
(refers to the Body of Christ, all born-again Believers), (to be) an holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices  (offered in faith and love), acceptable to God by  (through) Jesus
Christ.

This is the vertical aspect of our priestly role.

Note:  Only from the vantage point of knowing God’s Word and having faith in that
very Word can we truly offer up these spiritual sacrifices - praising God and performing
works of righteousness. In other words, we cannot offer up these sacrifices in a way that is
acceptable to God unless we are yielded to His will and empowered by Him to do so.
Otherwise they would not be “spiritual” sacrifices.

JOHN 4:23  But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit (by the inner man) and in truth (with faith): for the Father seeks such
to worship Him

JOHN 4:24  God is a Spirit (simply means that “God is a Spirit Being”): and they who
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (man worships the Lord through
and by his personal  spirit,  which is  moved upon by the Holy Spirit;  otherwise it  is  not
worship which God will accept). (E.S.B.)

The Old And New Covenant
49



2. The second task is to show forth the excellence of Him Who has called us out of
darkness into His wonderful light, by declaring His Gospel of love to the world.

1 PETER 2:9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal  (kingly) priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people (each Believer uniquely belongs to God); that you should show
forth  (declare) the  praises  of  Him  who  has  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  His
marvellous light

This is the horizontal aspect of our priestly role.
So  our  priestly  order  is  both  royal  and  holy,  and  our  priestly  duties  are  displayed

through our actions of faith and love concerning both the Father and the world.

We can see indeed that God’s priestly order is still in existence today, and that Jesus is
our great High Priest, the eternal Mediator between God and man.

Levels Of Authority Within The Priesthood

Background Reading:  Ephesians 4:1-16

Jesus, as our High Priest, has supreme authority over everyone and everything.  Just
as His Name is superior to all others (Acts 4:12; Philippians 2:9-11), He has been given a
position of authority higher than anyone else. Indeed Jesus has been given authority over
everything in heaven and on earth (Philippians 2:9-11; Matthew 28:18). And Jesus has
delegated His authority to us as Christians. 

However,  while  we  are  all  equal  spiritually,  we  are  not  all  equal  in  levels  of
authority. An example of this is seen in the authority God has invested in the Five Fold
Ministry.

“. . .while we are all equal spiritually, we are not all
equal in levels of authority. . .”

Some Christians are called into Five Fold Ministry positions (and these callings were
given by God before the foundation of the earth - 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 2:10). Such
people may answer their callings and prepare themselves accordingly until God, not man,
places  them in  positions  of  authority  within  the  Body  of  Christ,  e.g.  Ephesians  4:11.
Therefore, within the church, it is fitting that we respect the people whom God has placed
in authority over us. We should also submit to their authority within the boundaries of the
Word of God, as Hebrews 13:17 tells us:

HEBREWS 13:17  Obey your spiritual  leaders  and submit  to them  (in  the  Lord) -
[continually  recognizing  their  authority  over  you], for they  are  constantly  keeping
watch over your souls and guarding your spiritual welfare, as men who will have to
render an account [of their trust]. [Do your part to] let them do this with gladness, and
not with sighing and groaning, for that would not be profitable to you [either]. (Amp.)

The Old And New Covenant
50



       Another versions reads:

HEBREWS 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you  (has reference to Pastors;
however, the emphasis is not on the Pastor, but rather on the Gospel he Preaches), and
submit yourselves (refers to submitting to the True Gospel that is being Preached by True
Pastors): for they watch for your souls (refers to Preachers who truly have the spiritual
welfare of the people at heart), as they that must give account, that they may do it with
joy, and not with grief (every Preacher will give account to God for His Ministry): for that
is unprofitable  for you.   (If  people  will  not  heed the true Gospel  being Preached,  the
Gospel  will  be of  no profit  to these particular individuals,  whomever they might  be,  no
matter how profitable it is to others.  This brings “grief” to the True Preacher.)  (E.S.B.)

We notice from this verse that people such as Pastors who hold positions of authority
will  also have a much greater  degree of  responsibility  and accountability  to God.   He
places  Pastors  and  Teachers  in  positions  of  influence,  and  requires  them  to  use  this
influence wisely, to nurture and care for the flock.  (And notice that if a leader stumbles
and falls, hundreds or even thousands may follow.) This principle of greater responsibility
is also highlighted in James 3:1 which addresses Teachers of the Word:

JAMES 3:1  My Brethren, be not many masters  (should have been translated, “be not
many Teachers”), knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.  (This refers
to the fact that mishandling the Word of God will ultimately bring one tremendous problems.
God holds the Teacher more responsible that the student.) (E.S.B.)

We should also remember the principle contained in Luke 12:48:

LUKE 12:48   .  .  .  For  unto  whomsoever  much  is  given  (e.g.  opportunity,  giftings,
abilities), of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more.

Those who are placed by God in particular positions of authority have, potentially,
what is needed to fulfill these positions. And God does not commission someone to do a
work unless they are first equipped to be able to perform, in the right timing, the tasks set
before them by God.

Those who have positions of authority within the Body of Christ are, however, to be
servants of the people and are not to try and dominate or control them. They are to minister
to them - to serve them in the power of love.

“. . .Those who have positions of authority within the
Body of Christ are, however, to be servants of the

people and are not to try and dominate 
or control them. . .”

When Jesus washed the Disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, He showed that He had not
come to be served but to serve - and His example was intended for us to follow. He, as a
leader, emphasized this point.
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MATTHEW 20:25  But Jesus called them (His 12 Disciples) unto Him, and said, “You
know that the princes  (rulers) of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they
that are great exercise authority upon them (gives the example of secular authority).

MATTHEW 20:26   But  it  shall  not  be  so  among  you  (then  contrasts  it  to  spiritual
authority): but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister (servant);

MATTHEW 20:27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:

MATTHEW 20:28  Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister (serve others), and to give His life a ransom for many (Jesus here speaks of His
ultimate mission which took Him to the Cross).”

Through these scriptures Jesus was teaching that the higher the position one holds in
the Body of  Christ,  the more of  a servant  one must  become.  There can be no greater
example of this than that of our Lord Jesus Christ laying down His life for us.

Fulfilling Our Calling

If we are to be effective and fruitful it is important, as Christians, that we seek the
Lord in order to discover what position He has called each of us to - whether this be a Five
Fold Ministry position,  a ministry concerned with healing or helps, etc.  (1 Corinthians
12:28), a musician’s ministry, or simply the ministry of reconciliation (sharing Jesus). Once
we discover God’s will in this matter, we should prepare ourselves accordingly, so that we
may fulfill our calling. We may even be called to a particular position within the secular
world.  We should serve Christ in this capacity and see our work as being unto the Lord,
e.g. Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22-24.  Whatever we are called to do, we should do it
with all our heart, knowing that each position is important for the proper functioning of the
Priesthood of Believers. Also, each position brings its rewards - for those who obey God in
faith and love. Remember that reward will not be based on our level of authority but on our
obedience to the Lord - and this includes the way we respond to our calling.

“. . .If we are to be effective and fruitful it is
important, as Christians, that we seek the Lord

 in order to discover what position He has 
called each of us to. . .”

Some try to enter into positions (e.g. that of a Pastor or a Teacher) they are not called
to. In this way they miss God’s perfect will for their lives and also, as a consequence,
hinder the proper functioning of the Body of Christ. This can be quite a serious matter,
particularly concerning those to  whom they are  ministering,  perhaps inappropriately or
ineffectively. Others, through fear, ignorance or selfishness, may reject God’s call on their
lives and so never fulfill what the Lord has for them. In this case, their potential is never
realized, and frustration and dissatisfaction can often be the result.
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So let us seek God’s will for our life, and discover our calling in God. Let us then
prepare ourselves to enter into our calling, so that we may be effective servants within the
royal Priesthood.

Let us now look at Romans Ch.12 where Paul is speaking in regard to some of the
priestly roles within the Body of Christ:

ROMANS 12:3  For I say,  through the grace given unto me,  to every man who is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think
soberly, according as God has dealt (given) to every man (in Christ) the measure of faith
(to fulfill his calling).

ROMANS 12:4  For as we have many members in one body (the Body of Christ), and all
members have not the same office (function):

ROMANS 12:5  So we,  being many, are  (form) one body in Christ,  and every one
members (each belongs) one of another (to all the others).

ROMANS  12:6   Having  then  gifts  (different  giftings,  different  offices) differing
according to the grace that is given to us  (let us then each exercise them accordingly),
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of (our) faith;

ROMANS 12:7  Or ministry (one who serves), let us wait on our ministering (serving):
or he who teaches, on teaching (carries the same idea; it is a wise man who stays within
the sphere of service for which God, the Holy Spirit, has fitted him, and does not invade
some other field of service for which he is not fitted);  (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 12:8  Or he who exhorts, on exhortation: he who gives (presented here as a
“gifting”), let  him  do  it  with  simplicity;  he  who  rules  (governs,  has  a  position  of
authority), with diligence; he who shows mercy (another “gifting”), with cheerfulness.

So we should be concerned with developing ourselves, with God’s help, in relation to
our own calling, and not try to go beyond the authority of that calling. For example, if we
are not called to the office of a Pastor or Teacher etc., we should not try to step into such a
role - for a special Anointing is required for these ministry positions, and only those called
have this potential and promise.  The members of the Body of Christ need to work together
in unity so that it can be effective here on earth, and God has ordained a structure within
the  Priesthood  to  help  establish  order  and  enable  His  people  to  fulfill  their  purpose.
Therefore we need to seek God’s leading for our lives in order to discover our individual
callings. 

“. . .So we should be concerned with developing
ourselves, with God’s help, in relation to our own

calling, and not try to go beyond the 
authority of that calling. . .”

We need then to prepare ourselves so that we may be accounted worthy by God to stand
in our calling by the power of the Spirit. In this way we can bring maximum benefit to the
Body of Christ, and fulfill the purpose God has for each of us for the Kingdom’s sake.
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This principle of preparation should be applied to any work or ministry.  All we do
must be done to please God, and should be done according to the faith (belief and trust)
given by Him as we flow in the energies and graces of God’s Divine Nature.  Using this
faith, we will then flow in perfect unity with Him Who has saved us - not only from death
but also from our own fruitless works which would lead only to frustration and defeat.  But
whatever we do, let it all be done by God’s grace at work in and through us.  Then we can
say, “Thank You God for Christ, and the power of His Spirit which works the works of
faith in me.  Praise His Holy Name.  Amen.”

We need to understand that the more mature we are in Christ, the greater will be our
dependence on Him, for without Him we can do nothing of any eternal value (John 15:5).
Therefore we need to seek His leading and empowerment in all things, daily going to the
throneroom to ask for grace to fight the fight of faith.  Only then will we negate the ever-
present peril of self-rule - and cease from struggling in the flesh to do works that lack
God’s approval and so empowerment!

“. . .We need to understand that the more mature 
we are in Christ, the greater will be our 

dependence on Him. . .”

With this attitude and lifestyle, we will check everything we put our hands to, from
what we should do to how we should do it.  Everything needs God’s approval and blessing.
So many Christians have a great idea or see a need, then try to “make it happen” in the
flesh without any real consultation or approval, let alone empowerment, to do that which
they have thought of.  We cannot just do what we think or desire, and then ask the Lord to
bless our performance.  In all things we need to acknowledge Him, desiring His will in
everything and seeking His way.  With this Godly perspective, let us always go back to the
Cross to obtain a proper  focus.   Let  us  purpose to die to  self  so we can do as Christ
instructed us, which is to take up our cross of self-denial and follow Him in the power of
the new life.

COVENANT TEACHING

As we have learned, a covenant is a formal binding contract which exists between two
or more parties in which each pledges to perform certain actions in regard to the other/s. A
covenant is a very serious agreement and something which is not entered into lightly. Nor
is it something which is undertaken if there is any intention of revoking it or breaking the
commitment.

The making of a covenant assumes that there will be blessing and productivity if the
covenant  is  honoured,  and  conversely,  that  there  will  be  a  curse  or  dishonour  if  the
covenant is broken.

The existence of these two consequences is an integral part of any proper covenant
agreement  which  is  established,  and  demonstrates  the  seriousness  of  the  arrangement
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which is entered into.  This  is  further  enhanced by the fact  that  throughout  the eastern
world, covenants are often ratified or established through the shedding of blood.

We will now look at God’s Word to discover various Covenants which were established
by God at different points in time with different groups and individuals.

God  covenanted  with  Adam,  Abraham,  Jacob  and  Moses,  but  as  concerning
spiritual  things,  in  each  instance  it  was  basically  the  same  Covenant,  a  Covenant  of
Redemption by grace through faith.  The grace of the Cross was promised straight after the
Fall when God covenanted with man, His fallen creation.  God provided the way for that
grace to be held in advance, as if by a promissory note.  All man needed to do was follow
God’s direction, by acknowledging the Mighty God, Creator and Lord of all.   He then
needed to acknowledge that he himself was merely the creation, and as such, was meant to
worship the Creator and rely on what He gives to His fallen creation so that man may stay,
to some extent, spiritual in heart and attitude.  For those who looked at God the Creator,
and followed Him according to His Covenant, the grace of the Cross was guaranteed.

From Calvary, this grace of the Cross flowed back to Adam and flows forward to us
today - all in order to save God’s fallen creation, man.

“. . .From Calvary, this grace of the Cross flowed
back to Adam and flows forward to us today - all in

order to save God’s fallen creation, man. . .”

In regard to God’s Covenant with Israel, this nation, as concerning natural events,
still has to be restored to the position of head nation on earth with Christ as its ruler.  This
will take place following the Second Coming, when according to the Prophets, even more
Jews will migrate to Israel from all over the world, with most accepting Jesus.  They will
add to the remnant (the one third) remaining when Jesus’ appearing puts an end to the
Battle of Armageddon (Romans 9:27, 10:5; Zechariah 12:3, 9, 10; 13:8-9).  This will begin
“the Kingdom” spoken of in Acts 1:6, the physical dispensational Millennial Kingdom,
with Israel restored to her rightful place (Zechariah 8:23).  Saved Jews will then begin the
evangelization of this Kingdom, to declare the glory of the Lord to the Gentiles (Isaiah
66:19).

Israel as a nation must still be dealt with by God in the future (namely at the Second
Coming of Christ) so that these events can take place.  Sadly many will die in an unsaved
state  before  the  return  of  Christ,  and will  go  to  hell.   Gentile  and Jew are  invited  as
individuals this day, and must accept the Atonement of Christ and Him as Lord and Saviour
in  order  to  become members  of  the  Body of  Christ.   Therefore  there  is  no difference
between Jew and Gentile (Romans 10:12-13).  In this study book we deal mainly with the
Body of Christ (the Church - Matthew 16:18), but Israel’s destiny as a nation will also be
briefly covered.

God did not use, only to then discard the race that He ordained for the purpose of
bringing Himself to the earth as a man to save mankind.  It is no small thing to be used as
God’s instrument to bring the grace of salvation to the world.  Therefore God has chosen a
special honour for Israel - to be, as a physical nation, head over all the nations on earth in
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the  Millennial  reign of  Christ.   Israel  had  its  chance in  Jesus’ day to  accept  its  King.
However the Jews rejected the Messiah they had awaited so long.  God will bring them to a
position of repentance and acceptance of their King when Jesus comes back to earth again
as the Son of Man.  The seven years of tribulation will help to bring this about, among
other things.  Such are the hard stoney hearts of these people.  But let us as the Church
remember that without God’s grace, we too would have remained dead to God.

“. . .God has chosen a special honour for Israel - to
be, as a physical nation, head over all the nations on

earth in the Millennial reign of Christ. . .”

From one commentary we find this point:

WAS THE CHURCH ALWAYS THE PLAN OF GOD?

In a word, “No!” However, it was always God’s intention, that the Gospel be given to
the entirety of the world, even as the Promise was given to Abraham (Genesis 12:3).

To take this thought to its final conclusion, however, one would have to ascertain that
neither was it God’s perfect will regarding the bringing of Israel into existence.

Knowing that sin is never the Will of God, one must come to the conclusion, as should
be overly obvious, that it was certainly not God’s Will for Adam and Eve to fall in the
Garden of Eden.  However, through foreknowledge, God knew that such would happen,
and provided a contingency.  That contingency was Israel.

In this fallback plan, that is if one would be allowed to refer to it as such, it was God’s
intention that Israel would accept the Kingdom on the First Advent of the Messiah, which
would have made the formation of the Church, at least as we know such, unnecessary.
That’s the reason both John the Baptist and Jesus came preaching, “. . Repent for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Mat.4:17).  Actually, the term “Kingdom of Heaven,” is a
dispensational term and refers to Messiah’s Kingdom on Earth.  It was rejected so was
postponed until the Second Coming, when Israel will then accept Christ as Saviour, Lord,
and Messiah (Mat.11:12; 20-24; 27:22-25; Lk.19:11-17; Acts 1:6-7; 3:19-26).

Israel  rejecting  the  Kingdom,  subjected  the  world  to  another  period  of  wars,
insurrections,  sickness,  suffering,  and plagues,  which  have  continued  for  nearly  2,000
additional years.

WHY IS ISRAEL SO SPECIAL RESPECTING
 THE USHERING IN OF THE KINGDOM ?

In fact, and as we have previously stated, before the Kingdom can commence, Israel
must in fact  accept Jesus as Messiah and Saviour.  Only then can everything be brought
into  proper  balance,  with  the  Nations  of  the  world  being  blessed  as  God  originally
intended.  However, for this to be, Israel must serve in the capacity of Leadership.  This is
because of the Promises made to Abraham and to David.
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The Divine Monarchy is in the lineage of David, and, consequently, Jesus as the “Son
of David” must ultimately sit upon that Throne, which He shall in the coming Kingdom
Age.  As we have stated, these people were brought about for the very purpose of giving the
world the Word of God, serving as the womb for the Messiah, and regaining the dominion
lost by Adam through the Throne of David (Genesis 12:1-3; Chpt.15; 17:19; II Samuel
Chpt.7).” 11

(underlines added)

Love does not force.  But God will bring Israel to her knees by allowing her to go her
own way so that  eventually  she will  see  and accept  her  error,  and willingly  and with
repentance acknowledge and receive the Saviour of the world (Zechariah 12:10).  Israel
will yet fulfill her ultimate and eternal destiny in the coming Kingdom Age.

“The Church must ever know and understand, that it was and is  second choice.  The
Truth is, even as the next verse proclaims (Romans 11:20), the Branches were broken off
not because of a need to make room for the Church.  As stated, the Church was not really
in the Plan of God, at least as we know it presently.  It was God’s original Plan that Israel
would be the instrument of World Evangelism.  She forfeited that, even as we are studying
here.  However, she will ultimately carry out this task in the coming Kingdom Age (Isaiah
66:19).” 12    (underlines and reference added)

The Covenant Of Life

Background Reading:  Genesis 2:4-7

It appears that the first Covenant that  God made between Himself and man was
instigated when God breathed into Adam the breath of life. It was at this point that man
became a living soul. And since “the life is in the blood” (Leviticus 17:11a), this then is the
point at which blood began to flow in Adam’s body. So this was the beginning of the first
blood Covenant, a living blood Covenant between God and man.

“. . .It appears that the first Covenant that God made
between Himself and man was instigated when God

breathed into Adam the breath of life. . .”

Normally a covenant is an agreement between two persons. However before Adam’s
creation, God the Father, God the Word and God the Holy Spirit could only agree together,
and in Their foreknowledge, act as man’s representative. God brought this Covenant into
being through His Word. The Covenant then became a living reality when blood began to
flow in Adam’s veins. This blood then became the sign of the pledge that God would give
life, both spiritual and physical, to His new creation. Included in this Covenant was the
provision of food, both natural and physical.  Obviously Adam agreed to the conditions of
the Covenant when he came into existence (i.e. not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil) and thus the Covenant of Life or the living Covenant was fully established.
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The first  blood Covenant  was  nullified,  however,  when Adam sinned -  for  in  so
doing, he broke the conditions which governed its continuation. Through his sin, Adam
allowed Satan (death’s representative) to legally adopt him, and God lost His legal parental
rights to man. The Covenant of Life was broken and mankind entered into a pact of death.
Satan thus became mankind’s legal spiritual father, and all of Adam’s descendants were
born into a state of sin, separated from God.

“. . .The first blood Covenant was nullified, however,
when Adam sinned - for in so doing, he broke the
conditions which governed its continuation. . .”

So first there was life in the blood, then death entered the blood and established itself in
perpetuity in Adam’s descendants. In order for life to return to man’s spiritual  veins, a
cleansing was needed. God’s glory was needed to cleanse man’s spiritual veins of sin’s
pollution that caused the death of man’s spirit. Through the sacrifice of the Saviour, God’s
saving presence is now able to cleanse man’s spirit  and surround that spirit  in order to
protect it from all evil.  Physical death, however, initiated through Adam’s sin, will remain
in man until  the sin  nature is  dealt  with -  for  the last  enemy to be conquered will  be
physical death (1 Corinthians 15:25-26).  This will constitute the last installment of the
Cross i.e. the immortal, glorified body.

As a seed needs to fall to the earth and die before it can bring new life, so too the
sinless seed (child) of a virgin needed to be born and grow in faith, only to die - so that
through this seed, new life would come forth.

The Second Blood Covenant

Background Reading:  Genesis 3:9-21

Scripture reveals that the second blood Covenant was established when God sacrificed
some animals  (i.e.  shed blood)  in  order  to  make garments  of  skin  for  Adam and Eve
(Genesis 3:21). As we have previously learned, the main reason God did this was not to
provide clothing for Adam and Eve, but to shed the blood of an innocent sacrifice for their
sins. We know this because Hebrews 9:22 tells us “. . . without the shedding of blood there
is  no remission (forgiveness of  sins).”  This  action,  like most  things pertaining  to  the
sacrificial killing of animals, pointed to Calvary and the innocent Lamb on the Cross (John
1:29).

The first Covenant was instigated through living blood.  The second Covenant was
instigated through the shedding of innocent blood which meant death. Along with this, God
promised a better Covenant - another living blood Covenant (Genesis 3:15). If man was to
be released from death’s eternal grip and reunited with his true spiritual father, he had to
return via another living Covenant.
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God’s Covenant With Abraham

Background Reading:  Genesis Chapter 15

As we have seen, the promise of the eternal city of provision and protection in the
parable can be likened to the promise God made to Abraham. He had called Abraham out
from the idolatrous society in which he lived, and told him to travel to a land he did not
know,  being  separated  unto  Himself.  God  also  promised  to  establish  an  everlasting
Covenant with Abraham and his descendants.

GENESIS 12:1  Now the Lord had said unto Abram, “Get out of (leave) your country,
and from (leave) your kindred, and from (leave) your father’s house, unto a land that I
will show you (God called Abram to separate himself from everything he had known):

GENESIS 12:2  And I will make of you a great nation (the nation which God made of
Abraham has changed the world, and exists even unto this hour; in fact, this nation “Israel”
still has a great part to play, which will take place in the coming Kingdom Age), and I will
bless  you  and make  your name great  (according  to  Scripture,  “to  bless”  means  “to
increase;” the builders of the Tower of Babel sought to “make us a name,” whereas God
took this man, who forsook all, and “made his name great”); and you shall be a blessing:
(Concerns itself with the greatest blessing of all.  It is the glory of Abraham’s Faith.  God
would give this man the meaning of Salvation,  which is “Justification by Faith,” which
would come about through the Lord Jesus Christ, and what Christ would do on the Cross.
Concerning this, Jesus said of Abraham, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day; and
he saw it, and was glad” [John 8:56].) (E.S.B.)

GENESIS 12:3  And I will bless them who bless you, and curse him who curses you:
and in you shall all families of the earth be blessed (through Israel came the Word of God
and the Messiah,  and so now all  those on the earth who desire the greatest  blessing of
justification by faith can receive it).”

Later, the Lord God again spoke to Abraham in regard to the Covenant, promising him
a  son  and  heir,  and  a  multitude  of  descendants.   In  Abraham’s  response  we  find  the
precious revelation of justification by faith,  the only means by which salvation can be
received.

GENESIS 15:1  After these things the Word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision,
saying, “Fear not, Abram: I am your shield  (of protection), and your exceeding great
reward.” 

GENESIS 15:2   And Abram said,  “Lord God,  what  will  You give  me,  seeing I  go
(remain) childless, and the steward of my house  (the one who is in line to inherit  my
estate) is this Eliezer of Damascus?”

GENESIS 15:3  And Abram said, “Behold, to me You have given no seed (no children):
and, lo, one born in my house is my heir.”

GENESIS 15:4 And, behold, the Word of the Lord came unto him, saying, “This (man
Eliezer) shall not be your heir; but he who shall come forth out of your own bowels
(body) shall be your heir.”
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GENESIS 15:5  And He  (the Lord) brought him  (Abraham) forth abroad, and said,
“Look now toward heaven, and tell (count) the stars, if you be able to number them:”
and He said unto him, “So shall your seed (descendants) be.”

GENESIS 15:6 And he (Abraham) believed in the Lord (believed what the Lord had said);
and He (the Lord) counted it to him  (Abraham) for righteousness.  (This is one of the
single most important Scriptures in the entirety of the Word of God.  In this simple term,
“Abraham believed the Lord,” we find the meaning of Justification by Faith.  Abraham was
saved by Grace through Faith, not by his good works.  There is no other way of Salvation
anywhere in the Bible) (E.S.B.)

God also promised to bless Abraham and to make him the father of many nations.
Abraham entered into this Covenant by faith, for he believed God and it was counted to
him as righteousness (Romans 4:3). God’s part of the Covenant was to fulfill His promises
to Abraham. Abraham’s part of this Covenant was to walk righteously before God. The seal
of the Covenant was, as we have learned, the circumcision of the flesh. This practice was to
continue down the generations of Abraham’s descendants, being a constant reminder to
them of God’s promises to them, the nation of Israel.  In actual fact it pointed to the days
after the Cross where man’s heart would be circumcised because of God’s mercy and grace.

“. . .God’s part of the Covenant was to fulfill His
promises to Abraham. Abraham’s part of this

Covenant was to walk righteously before God. . .”

In Genesis Ch.17 God said to Abram:

GENESIS 17:1  And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to
Abram, and said unto him, “I am the Almighty God (El Shaddai, having the power to
bring My promises to fruition); walk before Me, and be thou perfect (the Patriarch must
be perfect in his Faith; it must not waver as it had done regarding the situation with Hagar,
but must rest in Almighty God, Who is able to perform what He has promised). (E.S.B.)

GENESIS 17:2  And I will make My Covenant between Me and you (the Lord here is
renewing the promises of the Covenant and expanding on them), and will multiply you
exceedingly.”

GENESIS 17:3  And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,

GENESIS 17:4  “As for Me, behold,  My Covenant is with you, and you shall be a
father of many nations.

GENESIS 17:5  Neither shall your name any more be called Abram (meaning “exalted
father”), but your name shall be Abraham (meaning “father of multitudes”); for a father
of many nations have I made you.

GENESIS 17:6  And I will make you exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of you,
and kings shall come out of you.
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GENESIS 17:7  And I will establish My Covenant between Me and you and your seed
after you in their generations for an everlasting Covenant, to be a God unto you, and to
your seed after you.”

The term “Almighty God” is a translation of the Hebrew words “El Shaddai” which
means “All-Sufficient One.” So God was promising through these words to be the provider
of everything that Abraham and his descendants would ever need. This pertained to all
Abraham’s  needs  -  physical,  spiritual,  financial  and  social.  God purposed  through this
Covenant to bless Abraham and his descendants, and to make them His witnesses on the
earth. For this reason God desired to bless them spiritually, physically and financially, and
to demonstrate to the heathen nations the blessings which could be enjoyed through serving
the one and only living God.

“. . .The primary blessing of the Abrahamic
Covenant, however, was justification by faith, for

Abraham believed God and was justified. . .”

The primary blessing of the Abrahamic Covenant, however, was justification by faith,
for Abraham believed God and was justified.   This was not of the Law, which Moses
introduced many years later at Sinai.  The Law of Moses was of a temporary nature and
was designed to direct people to God and so the Cross.  It was not a competing means of
righteousness.  Justification by faith, however, both preceded and outlived it.  This singular
blessing is identified in scripture, firstly in the blessing bestowed by Isaac upon Jacob:

GENESIS 28:3   And God Almighty  bless  you  (Jacob),  and  make you  fruitful,  and
multiply you, that you may be a multitude of people;

GENESIS 28:4  And give you  the blessing of Abrah  am   (justification by faith), to you,
and to your seed with you; that you may inherit the land wherein you are a stranger,
which God gave unto Abraham.

Again,  Abraham’s faith was accounted to him as righteousness,  so making him the
father of all who believe.

ROMANS 4:16  Therefore it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be by grace;  to the end the
promise might be sure to all the seed (all who will believe); not to that only which is of
the Law  (the Jews, Abraham’s natural seed),  but to that also which is of  the faith of
Abraham (his spiritual seed); who is the father of us all,

GALATIANS 3:7  Know you therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the
(spiritual) children of Abraham.

GALATIANS 3:9  So then they (whomsover they might be) which be of Faith (in Christ
and the Cross) are blessed with Faithful Abraham.  (He received Justification by Faith,
and so do we!) (E.S.B.)
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GALATIANS 3:14  That the blessing of Abraham (justification by faith) might come on
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ  (by His finished work); that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.

Abraham became the father of all  who believe, the father of faith, so that “they
which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.”

Wuest comments on this subject as follows:

GALATIANS 3:9  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.

“This  is  a  definite  statement  of  the  proposition  which  Paul  wishes  to  prove.  The
emphasis is upon the fact that the believing ones are blessed with salvation, rather than
those who depend upon good works as the Judaizers did. The word faithful is added as a
descriptive  word  in  order  to  impress  upon  the  reader  that  the  important  thing  about
Abraham was the fact that he chose the faith way of salvation rather than depend upon
personal merit and good works. The word here does not speak of faithfulness of life in the
sense of fidelity, but of the fact that Abraham believed God. And well might Abraham have
depended upon good works, from a purely human standpoint. Excavations in the city of Ur
where Abraham lived, reveal the fact that Abraham was not a wild desert sheik, but an
educated,  wealthy,  sophisticated  citizen  of  the  world,  a  man  living  in  and  ostensibly
partaking  of  a  state  of  culture  and  opulence  little  dreamed  of  by  the  person  who  is
unfamiliar with the ancient civilizations of the past. Abraham was no ignoramus with a
gullible faith. With all his cultural background, and in spite of it, he saw that much of that
with which we have to do, is taken upon faith, including the way of salvation. Those who
exercise a like faith to Abraham, share with him in the same salvation which he received
from God.
Translation.  So that  those who are believing  ones  are  being blessed  in  company with
believing Abraham.” 13

(underlines added)

“. . .Abraham became the father of all who believe,
the father of faith, so that “they which are of faith,

the same are the children of Abraham.”. . .”

Actually Abraham has three different kinds of seed or progeny:
1. Jesus Christ - the Saviour (Galatians 3:16).
2. His physical seed – Israel (Genesis 12:2).
3. His spiritual seed - believing Jews and Gentiles who make up the Church.

To limit Abraham’s seed to any one of these is to limit or destroy the truth of the matter.
However “the phrase “sons of Abraham” (Galatians 3:7) is not to be understood in a

genealogical sense but rather in the ethical (and spiritual) sense of the term.  Abraham was
accepted by God on the basis of faith, and God deals with all men on the same moral basis.
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God is no respecter of persons.  Thus the faith exercised by Abraham is declared to be the
fundamental condition of acceptance with God.”  14

(bracketed phrase and scriptural reference added) 
Therefore Paul concluded that the legitimate sons of Abraham, his authentic seed, are

not his physical descendants but rather his spiritual ones - those who have been saved by
faith.

Concerning the blessings of Abraham, there are both physical blessings promised to
his physical seed, spiritual blessings promised to both his physical and spiritual seed (e.g.
Deuteronomy 28:1-14), and the primary spiritual  “blessing of Abraham” promised to his
spiritual offspring i.e. justification by faith through the Blood of the Lamb.

GENESIS 17:8  And I will give unto you, and to your seed after you, the land wherein
you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be
their God (the Jews, having forfeited their possession through rebellion against God, and
especially their rejection of Jesus Christ, have caused a rupture; however, the Covenant still
stands, and will  come to full bloom in the coming Kingdom Age, which is not long off).
(E.S.B.)

The land promised to Abraham and his physical  seed, the people of Israel,  as an
eternal inheritance (Genesis 13:15), is not given to the Church or even the Old Testament
Saints.   Abraham’s physical  seed  will  inhabit  Israel  during  the Millennium and for  all
eternity, to remind the whole universe of the people of the Lamb and of all He did to take
away the sin of the world (John 1:29).  The eternal inheritance of all the Saints, however, is
the city not made with hands - the New Jerusalem.

“. . .Concerning the blessings of Abraham, there are
both physical blessings promised to his physical seed,

spiritual blessings promised to both his physical 
and spiritual seed. . .”

The blessings commanded by God upon Abraham and his descendants were fully set
out in Deuteronomy Ch.28 (because the Mosaic Law revealed the Abrahamic Covenant to
a much greater extent). The curses which would come upon the people if they broke the
sacred Covenant with God were also outlined. The Covenant gave not only a promise of
provision but also a promise of protection if the people obeyed God and relied upon Him to
be their “El Shaddai.” With disobedience, however, would come loss and destruction, for
the enemy would then take advantage of the legal ground given to him to “kill and steal
and destroy” (John 10:10).

From Abraham, the promises of the Covenant passed on to Isaac and then to all his seed
for a thousand generations, meaning forever.  The physical descendants of Abraham, those
who obeyed the Old Covenant and held fast to it, were recipients of the blessings promised
to Abraham.  
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However the spiritual  seed  of  Abraham  were  also  given the  privilege  of  having
access to his blessings through Christ his seed.  The same condition applies today to those
who would partake of these blessings - the condition of  obedience.  The Old Testament
Saints were required to live in continual obedience to God’s Word and will as set out in the
Book of the Law and proclaimed by the Prophets.  Not to do this would bring a curse.  This
is clearly announced in scripture (Deuteronomy 11:26-28; Deuteronomy 28:15-68).

Today  the same principle  holds.   If  we obey the  Lord  and  walk  according to  His
righteous standards, we will be blessed.  If we disobey, we will lack - peace, provision,
purpose, etc.  With the provisions we, as His Body, have been given, there is no excuse for
disobedience.

When Israel rejected the One sent,  they excluded themselves from being connected
to the True Vine of the New Covenant, being Christ (Romans 11:20).  As Paul states, the
natural  branches  of  the  good  olive  tree  (representing  Israel)  were  broken  off  through
unbelief,  and the wild olive branches (representing the Church, the body of those who
accepted the Gospel) were grafted in.

God’s purpose in establishing the Covenant with Abraham was to have a lawful
channel through which He could bring Jesus the Saviour into the world. Truly it was the
Gospel that God was speaking of when He told Abraham,  “and in you shall all families
(nations) of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:3; Galatians 3:8).

Concerning the term “everlasting Covenant,” God’s Covenant with Abraham and his
seed Jesus is an eternal Covenant.  

“. . .God’s purpose in establishing the Covenant with
Abraham was to have a lawful channel through

which He could bring Jesus the Saviour 
into the world. . .”

As Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted (credited) to him for righteousness”
(Galatians 3:6), so the provision of salvation through faith has been given as an eternal
blessing to those who accept this gift through Abraham’s seed Who is Christ.

God’s Covenant with Israel is also eternal.  Those left alive in Israel following the
Battle of Armageddon will be restored to God when they repent and finally recognize and
receive the Messiah they had rejected!  God’s promises never fail and in time, as Paul
wrote, “And so all Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26), according to God’s promises to
Abraham (Romans 11:27-29).  Israel rejected the Gospel.  The Church has taken its place
in proclaiming the Gospel and now stands in its place.  Israel, however, has been blessed in
regard to promise as a nation - to be restored to its earthly position of leadership in the
Millennium.  After this the throne of God will come down to a renovated earth which has
been cleansed of  evil  by fire.   Indeed the Kingdom of  God will  be both spiritual  and
eternal, with “no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4).  It will rule over all things
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spiritual  and physical.   Israel  will,  however,  continue to  exist  as  a distinct  and unique
nation forever (Ezekiel 37:24-25).

The Covenant which God made with Abraham was a forerunner of the Covenant of
Redemption while Abraham was still operating under the Covenant of Atonement (which
had sacrifices that  could not bring redemption).  But many promises of the Abrahamic
Covenant are ours today and are vital to our understanding of our Christian inheritance. We
too enter into this Covenant by faith, and we too receive God’s promises by faith, as we
walk by God’s grace in obedience to our Covenant with God. Abraham is thus our mighty
example of faith, the scriptures calling him “the father of all them who believe”(Romans
4:11).

“. . .The Covenant which God made with Abraham
was a forerunner of the Covenant of Redemption

while Abraham was still operating under the
Covenant of Atonement. . .”

Indeed  Abraham  received  God’s  promises  “through  the  righteousness  of  faith”
(Romans 4:13), not by the works of the Law. God promised that he would be the father of
many nations, and even though he was childless and well  advanced in years, Abraham
believed God.

ROMANS  4:18   (Abraham) Who  against  hope  believed  in  hope  (a  description  of
Abraham’s Faith,  as it  regarded the birth of  Isaac: E.S.B.), that he might become the
father of many nations, according to that which was spoken (to him by God), “So shall
your seed be.” (Genesis 5:15)

ROMANS 4:19  And being not weak in faith  (but strong), he considered not his own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of
Sarah’s womb (she was past the age of child-bearing - Genesis 17:17; 18:11):

ROMANS 4:20  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief (his faith did
not waver); but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

ROMANS 4:21  And being fully persuaded that, what He (God) had promised, He was
able also to perform.

ROMANS 4:22  And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness (simple faith in
God gave Abraham imputed righteousness).

ROMANS 4:23  Now it was not written for his sake alone (his faith being an example for
us to follow), that it was imputed to him (i.e. his righteousness);

ROMANS 4:24  But for us also,  to whom it  (righteousness) shall  be imputed,  if  we
believe on Him Who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;

ROMANS 4:25  Who was delivered (to the cross) for our offences (our sins, for He had
none), and was raised again for our justification (we too are raised in “newness of life”).
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We are heirs of the Covenant God made with Abraham because we are in Christ and
He in us.  As wild olive branches, we have become grafted into the good olive tree by grace
through our faith in Christ.  As such, we become spiritual descendants of Abraham, and
heirs according to the promise (Romans 11:17-20).  We become, by and through faith, the
children  of  Abraham  (Galatians  3:7-8),  for  by  our  faith,  we  also have  righteousness
imputed to us. However, while the sign of a “covenant man” under the Old Covenant was
physical  circumcision,  the  sign  of  a  “covenant  man”  under  the  New Covenant  is  the
circumcision of the heart (Romans 2:28-29).

ROMANS 11:17  And if some of the branches be broken off, and you (the Church, i.e.
the  Gentiles),  being  a  wild  olive  tree,  were  grafted in  among  them,  and  with them
partakers of the root and fatness of the olive tree (means that the Church derives its life
from the common Root that was originally given to Israel of long ago) (E.S.B.)

Rossier says of this verse:
“Again, the analogy “some of the branches” (tines ton kladon) represents that part of

the nation of Israel which refused to accept the Messiah.  The addition of the olive tree to
the metaphor makes it  even easier to identify the allegorical language.  Apparently the
common horticultural practice was to graft branches from a cultivated olive tree into a
wild one.  In this case, however, God did what was “contrary to nature” (para phusin -
v.24) by grafting a “wild olive branch” (agrielaios) into the tree to invigorate the tree.
The wild olive branch must be a reference to the Gentiles who were grafted in so they
could partake of the nourishment that comes from “the root” (tes hridzes).

“. . .As wild olive branches, we have become grafted
into the good olive tree by grace through our 

faith in Christ. . .”

This language sounds very much like Jesus’ reminder that He is the vine, the Father is
the farmer, and believers are the branches (John 15:1-5).  As branches, if we do not abide
in the vine, we will die and have to be removed (John 15:6).  The same thing happened to
some of the natural olive branches (Jews) who thought they possessed spiritual life merely
because they were Abraham’s progeny.  They were not, however, really participating in the
life that belongs to “the root” (God Himself) because they were trying to be justified their
way - by works rather than by grace through faith.” 15

The Covenant Of Atonement

Background Reading:  Exodus 24:3-8

 The Covenant of Atonement in Old Testament times, as we have learned, provided
for the sacrificial  offering of animals to atone for or cover the sins of the people who
operated according to that Covenant. This kept eternal death at bay but could not pay the
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supreme price required for man’s redemption. It was also a means by which God could
keep His chosen people holy unto Himself. The Covenant of Atonement covered the whole
period of the Old Testament, being witnessed in the lives of Adam, Abel, Noah, Abraham,
Job and so on. However it came to be understood much more fully when it was revealed in
its entirety to Moses (Exodus 24:4-8), for the Lord revealed the detailed laws of the blood
sacrifices to Moses on Mount Sinai. Moses then delivered these laws to the people. It was
to Moses that God gave details of all the laws and ceremonies necessary to keep the nation
of Israel spiritually clean, holy and separate unto Himself. His primary reason for doing
this  was  so  that  He  could  bring  the  Saviour  into  the  world  through  this  nation.  The
Covenant of Atonement foreshadowed that which was to come, the shedding of the Blood
of the Lamb of God for the sins of mankind.

In the meantime, the Covenant of Atonement prevented death from claiming eternal
rights to the people who lived under this Covenant. It could not, however, break the power
of sin. Indeed spiritual death was still lodged in the hearts of the people operating under
this Covenant,  and because of the inherited sin nature, neither Abraham nor any of his
ancestors or descendants could keep all of the commandments of God. For example, we see
Noah undertake one of the greatest acts of faith the world has ever seen, only to follow this
up by becoming drunk (Genesis 9:21). To deal with this sin problem, God brought the
Priesthood into existence.  The Mosaic Law was instituted to reveal God’s ways and to
point out sin, providing the people with boundaries (Galatians 3:23-24).  The Priesthood
was instituted to  present  offerings  for  the atonement  of  sin.  In  all  this,  everything the
priests  did  in  the ceremonies  pointed  to  Christ  Who was  to  come.   The  Law and the
sacrifices made it possible for the people to maintain their covenantal relationship with
God, thus also making possible the fulfillment of the Messianic promise.

“. . .The laws handed down to Moses by God on
Mount Sinai were not part of a new blood Covenant.

Rather they were an “amplification” of 
the Abrahamic Covenant. . .”

The laws handed down to Moses by God on Mount Sinai were not part of a new blood
Covenant. Rather they were an “amplification” of the Abrahamic Covenant, and a detailed
account of how the Israelites were to “walk perfect” (blamelessly) before God.

The  Law  of  Moses  illuminated  the  Abrahamic  Covenant,  showing  in  detail  the
righteous standard of God for man.  This in fact showed the hopeless condition of man,
because he could not fulfill these righteous standards in himself.  But God did not leave it
there.  The Law then pointed to the Cross in the type-patterns used in the sacrifices for sin.
Indeed there was darkness in  the mind of man regarding many kinds of  sin  until  God
revealed  His  righteous  standards  through  the  Law.   While  the  Covenant  of  Abraham
emphasized God’s promise,  the Sinai renewal stressed the responsibility of man.  It also
revealed the hopelessness of man, for man without God’s grace and empowerment will sin
- and thus break the Law.  Another purpose of the Mosaic Law was thus to reveal to man
his utter inability to keep God’s righteous standards.  Man’s only hope then would be to
throw himself on the mercy of God - and be thus directed to the Cross.  Everything, the
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blood sacrifices, the Law, the Priesthood and all the ceremonies therefore pointed, in their
type-patterns, to Christ the Saviour and Redeemer.

The Covenant Of Redemption

Background Reading:  Hebrews 10:9-21

The shedding of the blood of bulls and goats paved the way for the supreme sacrifice,
that being Jesus, the Lamb of God. Without spot or blemish, Jesus, the innocent and perfect
man, became the Lamb of God Who took away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Such was
His substitutionary death.

On the altar of the Cross, Christ the innocent Lamb was offered up for sacrifice, and
His Blood was shed. Death claimed its victim or so it thought. For three days and three
nights His physical body remained motionless in death.  But on the third day Jesus rose
from the dead, having the keys of death and hell, and triumphing over all His enemies
(Colossians  2:15).  It  was  Jesus  Who  appeared  to  the  Apostle  John,  as  recorded  in
Revelation 1:18, saying,  “I am He Who lives and was dead; and behold I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”

Jesus became the sacrifice to end all sacrifices, fulfilling the Covenant of Atonement
and establishing forever the Covenant of Redemption. His sacrifice was perfect, unique and
unrepeatable, the sign and seal of the ultimate Blood Covenant between God and man, in
which man was restored to his Maker.

“. . .His sacrifice was perfect, unique and
unrepeatable, the sign and seal of the ultimate 

Blood Covenant between God and man, in which
man was restored to his Maker. . .”

We enter into a Covenant relationship with God through God-given faith  in  the
Blood of Jesus - for at the Last Supper, during the Jewish feast of Passover, Jesus took the
cup saying,  “.  .  Drink ye all  of  it;  For this  is  My Blood of  the New Testament  (New
Covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:27-28).

God ratified the Covenant of Redemption with the Blood of His only Son.  That
Blood became the legal agent by which the spirit of the sinner can be separated from the
stain and the power of sin. The Blood of Jesus did not cover sin or offer atonement - as the
blood of bulls and goats had done.  Rather it provided the means by which sin could be
forgiven, so that man’s spirit could be cleansed of sin’s darkness by the Light of God’s
presence.  Then the Divine Nature is imparted by Divine connection.  The energies and
graces of God’s Divine Nature enable the sinner to be released from the bondage of sin
conditionally as he or she seeks the Spirit’s leading and then yields to Him.

The Mosaic Law could only point out sin.  It could not deal with it, being powerless to
help man who was depraved and subject to the sinful nature. However we find in Romans
8:2-4 that:
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“God condemned sin in the flesh, a thing which the law could not do in the sense that
Christ by His sinless life in our nature condemned our sinful lives, and left us inexcusable
and without hope . . God’s condemnation of sin is expressed in His sending His Son in our
nature, and in connection with sin that He died for it - i.e., took its condemnation upon
Himself. Christ’s death exhibits God’s condemnation of sin in the flesh. The words ‘in the
flesh’ are to be construed with ‘condemned’: the flesh - that in which sin had reigned - was
also that in which God’s condemnation of sin was executed. But Paul does not mean that
by His sinless life in our nature, Christ had broken the power of sin at one point for the
human race; he means that in the death of His own Son, who had come in our nature to
make atonement for sin, God had pronounced the doom of sin, and brought its claims and
authority over man to an end” (Denney). 16

(underlines added).

So God condemned sin in the flesh through Christ’s sinless life.  Vincent (Marvin
R.Vincent,  D.D.,  Word Studies  in  the New Testament)  states  that  “condemned” in this
context refers to sin being deposed from its dominion.  This was impossible for the Law,
which could pronounce judgement and inflict penalty, but not dethrone.

However through the finished work of the Cross and its  provisions,  God is able to
dethrone  the  sin  nature  in  the  lives  of  Believers,  providing  them  also  with  the
empowerment of the Divine Nature to walk in Christ’s righteousness.  Thus Jesus exposed
the darkness in which man lives,  condemning sin through His holy character.  The light
Jesus walked in revealed the darkness for what it  was, and man’s unsaved and unholy
condition for what it was.  He now calls us to come and walk with Him in the light, and
empowers us to do so as we yield to Him, with the resurrection power of God’s Divine
Nature at work in our hearts.

“. . .It is interesting to note that when God was
establishing His Covenant with Abraham on 

the earth, He was making the same 
promises to Christ. . .”

The New Covenant provides us with everything that pertains to life and godliness - the
new birth, redemption from the curse, the empowerment of God, the cleansing of the spirit,
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the wisdom of God, the mind of Christ and “newness of
life” - which means we have been raised with Christ, being now partakers of His Divine
Nature by which we can live righteously.  Therefore we have been given every means by
which we can walk in victory over sin.

It is interesting to note that when God was establishing His Covenant with Abraham on
the earth, He was making the same promises to Christ. Galatians 3:16 tells us this:

GALATIANS 3:16  Now to Abraham and his  seed were the promises made. He said
not, “And to seeds,” as of many; but as of one, “And to your seed,” Who is Christ.
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So the promise of the New Covenant and its pledge of salvation were actually given
to Abraham and also, many years in advance, to Christ. As Abraham’s seed, Jesus fulfilled
the conditions of the Covenant,  and established it  - but the New Covenant was always
firstly between God and Jesus, though we who are in Christ enter into this same Covenant.

GALATIANS 3:29  And if you be Christ’s,  then are you Abraham’s seed  (Christ is
Abraham’s Seed, so my union with Christ makes me Abraham’s seed as well:  E.S.B.), and
heirs according to the promise.

Another version reads:

GALATIANS 3:29  And if you belong to Christ [are in Him Who is Abraham’s Seed],
then you are Abraham’s offspring and [spiritual] heirs according to promise. (Amp).

Wuest  writes  concerning  Galatians  3:29:  “The  Judaizers  taught  that  by  becoming
subjects of the Mosaic law, the Galatian Gentiles would become the seed or progeny of
Abraham. Paul asserts that this privilege comes to one  by faith in Christ. In Romans 4,
Paul shows that Abraham was justified by faith, and was thus constituted the spiritual
father of all who put their faith in Christ, whether they are circumcised or uncircumcised.
God made salvation dependent upon faith in order that it might be available to both Jew
and Gentile. Since Abraham is the spiritual father of all believers, this does away with the
false Jewish notion that kinship to Abraham brings one into the divine favor and gives one
salvation. By belonging to Christ, believers are also Abraham’s posterity, for Christ is the
seed of Abraham. Since believers have entered into relationship with Christ,  they must
consequently have a share in the same state, and must likewise be Abraham’s seed.” 17

(underlines added)

We therefore become Abraham’s seed, and heir to his spiritual blessings, when we
receive Jesus as Lord and become clothed with Christ’s righteousness. The promises God
made to Jesus have now been given to the Believer, and we are heirs to the promises and
the blessings of Abraham.  (Note:  We are not heirs to the physical blessing of the land of
Israel, a promise which was given only to his physical seed).  As joint heirs with Christ, we
enter into this Covenant and receive the promises made to Him. He is our righteousness
and the means by which we can stand before God justified - and we enter into the New
Covenant through Him.  Believers enter into the promises by entering into Christ, thereby
also becoming spiritual seed to God.

“. . .We therefore become Abraham’s seed, and heir to
his spiritual blessings, when we receive Jesus as Lord
and become clothed with Christ’s righteousness. . .”

Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the law of sin and death by becoming a curse for
us. Jesus, the innocent man, died and shed His Blood so that we could be freed from death
through the grace and power of God,  “through the Blood of the everlasting Covenant”
(Hebrews 13:20).
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Adam was, in the beginning, the representation of a living blood Covenant. The blood
in Adam’s veins was the agent whereby he could be either blessed with spiritual life or
cursed with spiritual death. Similarly, the Blood of Jesus is the agent whereby the blessings
of God come through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe (Romans 3:21-22). In Jesus
there is no curse to our spirit. And soon even the last enemy, physical death, will be put
away, and man will be freed from its grip completely.

As long as we remain in Christ, we are guaranteed a living Blood Covenant with God,
our Heavenly Father. Through faith in the Blood of Jesus, we therefore become Covenant
partners with God, the God Who can never lie and Who always fulfills His Word.

“. . .As long as we remain in Christ, we are
guaranteed a living Blood Covenant with God, 

our Heavenly Father. . .”

An innocent and perfect man had to die on Calvary’s altar so that we could “walk in
newness of life” (Romans 6:4) and serve in  “newness of Spirit” (Romans 7:6) - by the
Holy Spirit’s power.  This was the ransom price for man’s release from death’s prison
(Mark 10:45). So all who enter into this Covenant by faith are freed by the ransom price
which has been paid, that being the shed Blood of Jesus (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Now again there is life in regenerated man’s spiritual veins, and death has no claim on
those who have this life.  Thus we who were bought from the slave market of death have
become the bondslaves of the Lord Jesus Christ  (Romans 6:22), now and forevermore.
Amen.

God’s Law Is Contained Within The Conscience Of Man

Background Reading:  Romans 2:6-13

As we now know, in Old Testament times God established a Covenant with Israel and
revealed His principles to them through the Mosaic Law. The rest of the world was, and is,
in fact, under another law, whether they are aware of it or not. This law operates through
the  conscience  of  man.  Certainly  from  the  beginning,  mankind  was  created  with  a
conscience which, if allowed to do so, would convict him in regard to sin. For as we have
learned, God’s moral principles, also known as the spirit or intent of the Mosaic Law, are
written  on  men’s  hearts.  The  conscience  bears  witness  to  this  fact,  operating  by  the
thoughts of a man to either accuse him or defend his actions. If the conscience becomes
seared or warped because of sin or the dictates of culture, the person concerned will not
feel  convicted  of  sin  on  a  moral  level,  e.g.  they  may  feel  no  guilt  in  regard  to  theft,
adultery, or even murder, etc. So the conscience is not a totally reliable guide. Nevertheless
the God-given ability to discern good from evil, right from wrong, was and is contained
within the conscience, God’s truths concerning moral standards having been written on the
heart of man. And the very existence of the conscience (moral light) is evidence of God
having implanted in man His basic moral principles.
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It is not a matter of whether the conscience is allowed to function properly or not, for
this is not an issue in judgement. Rather, judgement is based on performance, i.e. whether
the individual makes use of that which has been given. An example of this principle can be
seen in the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30).

Mankind was and always will be judged according to the light given to him - and this
light, apart from God’s revelation of Himself through His Word and creation itself, comes
through the conscience. In other words, God’s basic principles, or the basic elements of
moral  living  contained  in  the  Mosaic  Law,  were  written  on  people’s  hearts  from  the
beginning of mankind’s existence. And the conscience will, if allowed, bring conviction in
regard to  moral  issues,  concerning whether  something is  right  or  wrong. We see these
truths outlined in Romans 2:14-15:

ROMANS 2:14  (For when the Gentiles, who have not the Law (of Moses), do by nature
the things contained in  (required by) the Law  (behave according to  Godly standards),
these, having not the Law (as directed by their conscience), are a law unto themselves
(having been given a standard of right and wrong through their conscience):

ROMANS 2:15  Which show the work of the Law written in their hearts (means that no
one, whomever they might  be and wherever they might  be,  is  absent of  all  Light), their
conscience also bearing witness (but which can be seared), and their thoughts the mean
while accusing or else excusing one another (conscience does not prove a reliable guide,
as is proclaimed here); (E.S.B.)

Therefore  the  Gentiles  who  did  not  know  the  Mosaic  code,  in  exercising  moral
functions, showed that a law was implicit within them.

“. . .the very existence of the conscience (moral light)
is evidence of God having implanted in man His

basic moral principles. . .”

Man’s conscience, at times, however, does not make him aware of sin. This can come
as a result of cultural dictates, false teaching, habitual sin or environmental influences. In
other words, the conscience can be warped if it is not allowed to function as it should. For
instance, through committing habitual sin, some people yield willingly to the sin nature to
the extent that they override their conscience to the point where they can sin without any
sense of guilt. The more a person sins, the more that person’s conscience will become
seared or hardened so that they may reach a point where they feel no sense of guilt, even
concerning serious sin. So there are people who can murder fellow human beings in cold
blood without a second thought, feeling no guilt in regard to their actions. (Premeditated
murder is to be distinguished from having to kill an enemy in war).  Others allow Satan to
pervert their thinking to the extent where they call good  “evil” and evil  “good” (Isaiah
5:20).

In such cases, man needs to be given an intellectual knowledge of sin in order to at least
give the conscience a chance to begin to function properly again. This is one of the things
God set out to do through the Mosaic Law.

The Old And New Covenant
72



Today the Word of God in its entirety reveals to man the full knowledge and extent of
sin - so man is without excuse. As man allows the Holy Spirit to convict him of sin, he is
given the opportunity to repent and lead a life transformed through the grace and power of
God.

However, whether man recognizes that he is a sinner or not does not alter the fact of his
accountability.  This  is  because  man  has  been  given  the  means  of  salvation  and  is
responsible before God to search for truth and to cross the bridge that God has provided.
God has done all He can to deal with the terrible scourge of sin - it is now up to man to
avail himself of God’s gracious and wonderful gift (Luke 11:9-10).

Note: Today nearly all of mankind has opportunity to read, hear or become aware of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ by some means or another. This being the case, while opportunity is
available, if people do not seek and then receive God’s free gift of salvation, they will be
judged and found guilty as unrepentant sinners.  Man must recognize he cannot earn his
salvation, and is lost without a Saviour.

“. . .Today nearly all of mankind has opportunity to
read, hear or become aware of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ by some means or another. . .”

Now the  scriptures  state  that  man  is  without  excuse  not  to  believe  that  there  is  a
Creator, for creation bears witness to the fact.

ROMANS 1:19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them (speaks
of the universal objective knowledge of God as the Creator, which is more or less in all
men); for God has showed it unto them (means that His Signature is in Creation). (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 1:20  For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen (explains Verse 19), being understood by the things that are made (Creation
demands a Creator),  even His Eternal Power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse (the Creation tells us of the Eternal Power of God, and is obvious to all): (E.S.B.)

PSALM 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament (their expanse)
shows His handiwork.

Man only has to look up to the sky on a cloudless night with an open heart to know
there is a God.  This is because there is an inbuilt desire within man to seek his Creator so
as to worship Him.  If man opens up to this he will, as he seeks to find God, be taken by the
Father to the Cross of Calvary - for God will move heaven and earth to bring the open,
seeking heart to the knowledge of salvation (Matthew 7:7-8).  Therefore man is without
excuse not to believe that there is a God.

Note:  The evidence of this inbuilt desire to worship the Creator is seen across the
cultures where it is misdirected and twisted into the worship of false gods.

The Word of God also tells us that every man has been given “the measure of faith”
(or  access  to  “the  measure  of  faith”)  to  believe  there  is  a  God  (Romans  12:3).  (This
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scripture also applies to the saved who are given both faith for justification and access to
“the measure of faith” required for service and obedience.)

This “measure of faith” for the heathen is really an inward moral light, contained in the
conscience, which gives man the ability to acknowledge a Creator.

Scripture also tells us:

ECCLESIASTES 3:11  He (God) has made every thing beautiful in his time: also He
has set the world (eternity) in their heart . . . (In this Verse, the word “world” should have
been translated “eternity.”  God has made everything beautiful in its season and, at the
same time, given to man the consciousness of “eternity.”) (E.S.B.)

Therefore man was created with  “eternity” in his heart, which is the ability to know
and acknowledge that there is life beyond death. This is spiritual knowledge or truth given
by God, residing in the heart of man.  This, combined with nature’s declaration that there is
a God, a Creator, will enable man, with a proper focus and an open mind (or open heart), to
have his God-given awareness activated.  This proceeds from the  “measure of faith” we
have all been born with, but which is suppressed by sin or an improper focus.  Once man
acknowledges God the Creator, he is then responsible to seek for Him

“. . .Therefore man was created with “eternity” in his
heart, which is the ability to know and acknowledge

that there is life beyond death. . .”

Sin and an improper  focus,  as  stated,  will  supress  but  not  extinguish  this  gift,  this
inward moral light, and man’s natural inclination is to seek out his Creator.  Sin will stifle
this inward motivation, however, and man can, through his own choosing, simply block off
to the existence of a Creator.  If man denies this part of himself, he will do himself damage,
for only through being open to this light can he discover God.  The measure of faith is a
measure of awareness of God supplied by God’s grace.  Man is therefore responsible for
seeking truth, but he will not discover truth on his own terms, only on God’s terms!

God reveals Himself to man as man is open and seeks.  Man is responsible for seeking
the answers to life, but those answers can only be revealed by the Holy Spirit.  Man cannot
discover them any other way.

Our conscience should also tell us that our fleshly impulses are evil, and we need to
repent - but we then also need a power to deliver us.  Therefore if we are truly open and
look at the things that exist, we would believe there is a God.  The next logical step is to
seek to know Him so we can be delivered from this evil within.  If a person truly does this,
they, by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, will find Christ (Matthew 7:7-8).

Satan has, however, polluted God’s previously perfect world and blinds men to the fact
of their responsibility to their Creator, which is written on their hearts (2 Corinthians 4:3-
4).

God’s sovereign grace allows man, through his conscience, when man is open, to be
aware  of  certain  truths  and  principles.   Therefore  the  knowledge  there  is  a  God  is
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instinctive in man -  if he opens up to it.  He is then responsible to seek His Creator in a
progressive and ongoing way.

Satan  tries  to  hinder  man  from taking  up  this  responsibility.   He,  as  head  of  the
Kingdom of Darkness, is “father” to all those in his Kingdom.  Because of this, he blinds
man to the truth of his responsibility by promoting sin in his life so that his conscience
becomes seared.

To remove the blindfold of deception and unbelief, man needs God’s power. It is  the
Anointing of God which can enable a person to hear and receive the Gospel - God’s New
Covenant  between  man  and  Himself  through  Christ  (Isaiah  10:27b).   The  Anointing
impacts on the darkness that man is engulfed in and anaesthetizes it for that moment so that
man can be given a chance to truly hear the truth as it is preached or shared.  Without the
Anointing, God’s convicting power on the words, the spiritual power of darkness will block
the person from hearing with his heart  the message that would bring release from that
darkness.

GOD’S PURPOSE IN REVEALING THE LAW

Background Reading:  Galatians 3:19-24

The Law we are speaking of  here  is  the Mosaic  Law,  the set  of  commandments
handed down by God through Moses to the nation of Israel. The Law covered every aspect
of life and indicated what God expected of His people in their dealings with one another
(the horizontal level) and with Him (the vertical level). The Mosaic code was incredibly
comprehensive and gave the children of Israel a blueprint for living according to God’s
righteous standards.

“. . .The Law covered every aspect of life and
indicated what God expected of His people in their

dealings with one another (the horizontal level) and
with Him (the vertical level). . .”

To examine God’s purpose in revealing the details of the Mosaic Law, let’s turn to
Romans:

ROMANS  5:20   Moreover  the  Law  entered,  that  the  offence  might  abound  (be
identified as such and indeed increase). But where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound (increase):

ROMANS 7:7  What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? God forbid (man’s condition is
not caused by the Law of God, for the Law is Holy; rather it is exposed: E.S.B.). No, I had
not known sin (I would not have known what sin was), but by the Law (means that the
Law of Moses defined what sin actually is, but gave no power to overcome it: E.S.B.): for I
had not known lust (coveting), except the Law had said, “You shall not covet (tells us
that the desire for what is forbidden is the first conscious form of sin; this is the sin nature at
work!”). (E.S.B.)
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Scripture shows that it was God’s desire to have a special relationship with a people
who  reflected  His  holiness  and  through  whom  He  could  display  His  grace.  In  Old
Testament times, God chose the nation of Israel for this purpose. Note that the people of
Israel were not chosen because they were special, but became special because they were
chosen.

One  of  God’s  purposes in  giving  Israel  the  Law  was  to  keep  this  nation  holy
(separated unto God) - not through them keeping the Law, for this they were unable to do,
but through the sacrifices bringing about atonement for their sin.  Through this He showed
to the world that there was indeed a God of love, compassion, mercy and judgement. The
ultimate purpose of keeping the nation holy (through the atoning sacrifices) was so that
God could point to and teach about the Messiah Who was to come into the world through
this nation.  Then of course He would introduce the Messiah to the world through them.

Israel was holy in God’s eyes only through these atoning sacrifices that were a type of
the Christ to come.  His sacrifice would, in its effectiveness, flow backwards to the very
day  the  sacrifices  were  being  offered  under  the  Old  Testament  Covenant.   In  reality,
hundreds of years before Christ walked on this earth, the Atonement provided through the
Cross was a lifeline to redemption through God’s marvellous foreknowledge and grace. 

Thus, by God’s mercy and grace, those who entered into the Old Covenant were indeed
blessed, for through obedience to God’s Word they, ahead of time, entered into Christ (the
promise).  In this way, death and aspects of the curse were held at bay.

“. . .In reality, hundreds of years before Christ
walked on this earth, the Atonement provided
through the Cross was a lifeline to redemption

through God’s marvellous foreknowledge 
and grace. . .”

The Mosaic Law was given, as we have learned, to expose sin for what it was. At the
same time this exposure was intended to reveal the holiness of God.

When the Law was given, sin became recognizable as sin, a blatant transgression of
God’s Laws. Thus by the Law came the full knowledge of sin, for by the conscience, only
part knowledge of sin, at best, could be gained.

The main purpose of the Law was thus to expose sin and define it as such, as well as
to declare God’s righteous standards.  When this took place, offences abounded - because
of the depraved nature of man.  This means that if a law from God is put in front of man, he
tends to either rebel against it, or else find he cannot keep it.  Both options reveal man to be
a lawbreaker from birth.  Why is this so?  It is so because man doesn’t have the power to
keep all of God’s Laws or to do that which is right.  (Note:  Because of the sin nature, the
giving of a law or regulation often stirs up the very desire in man to do the exact opposite -
to break the law given - Romans 7:8)  So the fundamental intent of revealing the Law was
to demonstrate the impossibility of keeping it.  Indeed scripture says if man offends in only
one part, he is guilty of disobeying all the Law.
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JAMES 2:10  For whosoever shall keep the whole Law (Law of Moses), and yet offend
in one point, he is guilty of all. (This proclaims in no uncertain terms the impossibility of
the Believer finding Victory through the Law, whether the Law of Moses, or any type of Law.
It simply cannot be done!)  (E.S.B.)

JAMES 2:11  For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” said also, “Do not kill.” Now
if you commit no adultery, yet if you kill, you are become a transgressor of the Law.
(The  breaking  of  even  one  Commandment  puts  the  person  in  the  position  of  a
“transgressor.”) (E.S.B.)

Even if a man thought wrongly, he would break the Law and so became guilty as a
transgressor.  Once this situation became obvious, it should have shown man that all he
could do was throw himself on the mercy and grace of God through the sacrifices.  This
was the intent of the Mosaic Law.

“. . .The main purpose of the Law was thus to expose
sin and define it as such, as well as to declare 

God’s righteous standards. . .”

Sin existed and was active before the written Law was given - obviously.  And people
died as lost sinners (Isaiah 5:13-15).  The same is true today for those who do not seek the
God Who will lead them to the Saviour and the Cross.  But when the Law was given, to
fully  expose  sin  and  give  it  definition,  the  result  was  an  increase  in  sin,  as  we  have
previously learned from Romans 5:20.

ROMANS 5:20  Moreover the Law entered, that the offence might abound. But where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound:

Because  of  man’s  innate  sinfulness, when  the  Law  was  given  to  reveal  God’s
righteous standards, this actually incited men to sin - to commit more sin and greater sin.
Such is man’s inclination and drive to oppose God and His holiness.  This springs from
minds and hearts darkened by the sin nature and polluted by sin.

Denney says, “The offense is multiplied because the Law encountering the flesh, evokes
its natural antagonism to God (antagonism of the flesh to God), and so stimulates it into
disobedience.  As the offense multiplied, and for several reasons, the need of Redemption,
and the  sense  of  that  need  were  intensified.”  Vincent  explains,  “Not  primarily  of  the
greater consciousness and acknowledgment, but the increase of actual transgressions”. 18

(underlines added)

As we have seen, this led Paul to ask, “What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?”  He
then answered his own question, “God forbid.  No,  I had not known sin but by the Law”
(Romans 7:7).
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ROMANS 7:14   For we know that the Law is spiritual (means it is totally of and from
God): but I am carnal, sold under sin (Paul is referring here to the Fall - the problem is not
the Law, it is man’s utter sinfulness which the Law revealed).

Sin was already widespread before the Law was given, but the Law made sin known
for what it was, rebellion against God’s Laws, and therefore an affront to His holiness.
Clearly  God  wanted  His  people  to  recognize  sin  and  live  according  to  His  righteous
standards. However no man can keep God’s Laws purely by self-effort, and so the Law’s
real purpose was to reveal to man his utter sinfulness and lack of moral strength - and thus
to lead him to the Saviour.

ROMANS  7:12   Wherefore  the  Law  is  holy (in  fact  it  reveals  God),  and  the
commandment (each one) holy, and just, and good (the Law is like a mirror which shows
man what he is, but contains no power to change him). (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 7:13  Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid (by no
means  -   once again, it is not the Law that is at fault, but rather the sin in man which is
opposed  to  the  Law:  E.S.B.).  But  sin  (the  sin  nature), that  it  might  appear  sin  (be
recognized as such),  working death in me (trying to keep the Laws of God in one’s own
strength in order to gain favour with God will bring death not life - this is religion) by that
which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

ROMANS 3:20  Therefore by the deeds  (the works, the observance) of the Law there
shall no flesh be justified in His sight (justification comes by faith not works): for by the
Law is the knowledge of sin (the Law defined sin, it could not bring deliverance from it).

We will use an example to help illustrate the principle of the knowledge of the law
revealing sin. If a person had cancer but was not aware of it, we could say it  was not
“alive” to them simply because of their ignorance of it. However this would not alter the
fact of the cancer’s reality, and its devastating effects if left in an unattended state. If the
person then went to the doctor for a medical checkup and learned that they had cancer, then
that knowledge would become “alive” to them, and hopefully this would motivate them to
seek treatment.

Similarly, if people continue to sin even though they do not recognize their actions as
sin, the consequences will  be no different.  If  their  actions are revealed to them as sin,
however, they may then be motivated to change their actions.

“. . .Because of man’s innate sinfulness, when the
Law was given to reveal God’s righteous standards,
this actually incited men to sin - to commit more sin

and greater sin. . .”

The purpose of the Mosaic Law was to reveal sin (and point man to the Cross). Even
today the moral conduct prescribed through the Mosaic Law (e.g. the ten commandments)
shows sin for what it is -  rebellion against God’s commands which will always result in
some kind of spiritual consequence. This is because the breaking of God’s Laws will give
the enemy legal ground to afflict the person concerned. Therefore, in any perfect order,
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whenever there is a transgression of the law, there will also be a penalty. The purpose of the
penalty  is  to  dissuade  the  offender  (and  others)  from  committing  the  offence,  or  to
encourage him (and others) to seek help to stop - so that peace and order will eventually
reign.

The Law had served its purpose when it led man to the point of recognizing and
acknowledging  how  sinful  he  was,  in  both  his  state  and  his  actions.  It  completely
unmasked him before God, as described graphically by Paul (Romans 7:14-24). In fact the
Law acted as a mirror for man, revealing him for what he was. It could, however, give man
no empowerment to live righteously and as we have learned, was intended in reality to lead
people to the promise of the Saviour for salvation.

GALATIANS 3:11 But that no man is justified by the Law in the sight of God, it is
evident (for it is impossible for anyone to keep the Law perfectly): for, “The just shall live
by faith.” (Habakkuk 2:4 - the way of salvation is through faith not works)

GALATIANS 3:24  Wherefore the Law was our schoolmaster (our trainer, our guardian)
to bring us unto Christ (what the Law was supposed to do), that we might be justified by
faith (in Him - the Law was meant as a temporary measure).

In the Old Testament,  before the Saviour’s arrival,  the people’s only hope was to
throw themselves on the mercy and grace of God through the sacrificial offerings for the
atonement of their sins.  This provision could only cover their sins until Christ came to
cash in the promissory notes pertaining to that Covenant.  Spiritual regeneration could then
be realized in Christ, but then and only then could the slate be wiped clean.  When Jesus
rose from the dead, those whose sins had been “covered” under the Old Covenant could
then become those who were led “captivity captive” into eternal life with God (Ephesians
4:8-10).  Amen.

“. . .The Law had served its purpose when it led man
to the point of recognizing and acknowledging how
sinful he was, in both his state and his actions. . .”

Remember that if a person wanted to live by law (which they can’t), if they were to
break only one law, God’s Word says that they would then be guilty of all (James 2:10-11).
One sin in one lifetime, only one, and they would become guilty - totally and absolutely
guilty  of  breaking  all  the  Law  of  God.   In  other  words,  by  one  sin  they  become  a
transgressor of all the Law.

When Can God’s Laws Become A Stumbling Block ?

In  the  Apostle  Paul’s  day, the  Law  of  God  became  a  stumbling  block  to  many
religious people, and unfortunately, this is still true today in regard to the Bible’s moral
standards.

How could this be?
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In Paul’s day the religious people obeyed the letter of the law and thought they were
righteous - indeed the Pharisees were so full of pride that they failed to recognize their long
promised Messiah! Just as it was then, many unsaved people today also believe that just
living according to the Bible’s basic moral standards will secure them a place in heaven or
gain them favour with God while on earth. On this basis, they too feel they have no need of
a Saviour. However, good works alone will never give people rightstanding with God. It is
only through repentance and the acceptance of Christ’s Lordship that people can step into
this privileged position. Indeed without regeneration, the sin nature is so pervasive in our
lives that even our so-called “righteous acts” are “as filthy rags” before the Lord (Isaiah
64:6).

“. . .In the Apostle Paul’s day, the Law of God
became a stumbling block to many religious people,
and unfortunately, this is still true today in regard to

the Bible’s moral standards. . .”

The fact is that many unbelievers live moral lives, even better than some Christians, but
they are not empowered by the Holy Spirit to live Godly lives in Jesus.

This empowerment can only be obtained through people making Jesus Christ their
Lord and Saviour,  and then yielding to  the Spirit  of Grace.  This  is  because only after
spiritual regeneration do we have, in a potential sense, God’s empowerment.  This comes
through the graces of His Divine Nature energizing our human nature so that we can live in
the way He desires us to. God thus sent His Son into the world to do for man what the Law
had been unable to do. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans tells us:

ROMANS 8:3  For what the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh
(those under Law had only their willpower, which is woefully insufficient; so despite how
hard they tried,  they were unable to keep the Law then,  and the same inability persists
presently; any person who tries to live for God by a system of laws is doomed to failure,
because the Holy  Spirit  will  not  function in  that  capacity),  God sending His  own Son
(refers to man’s helpless condition, unable to save himself and unable to keep even a simple
Law and, therefore, in dire need of a Saviour) in the likeness of sinful flesh (this means
that Christ was really human, conformed in appearance to flesh which is characterized by
sin, but yet sinless), and for sin  (to atone for sin, to destroy its power, and to save and
Sanctify its victims), condemned sin in the flesh (destroyed the power of sin by giving His
Perfect Body as a Sacrifice for sin, which made it possible for sin to be defeated in our
flesh; it was all through the Cross): (E.S.B.)

ROMANS 8:4  That the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us (through the
energies and graces of the Divine Nature), who walk not after the flesh (in self-will and our
own strength), but after the Spirit (as yielded vessels, being led and empowered by Him).

So we see that what the Mosaic Law could not do (make man righteous before God)
because it was weakened by the flesh (it had no power to deal with the sin nature), God did
for us through the sacrificial death and Resurrection of His Son.  Now it is possible for us,
the regenerated, to live righteously before God - as we yield to the Holy Spirit moment by
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moment, thereby receiving the empowerment we need through the energies and graces of
the Divine Nature.

The Law Of God And The Law Of Moses

The “Law of God” and the “Law of Moses” are interchangeable phrases which are
used throughout God’s Word. The word “law” can also refer to many different aspects of
God’s  Word  including  the  Decalogue  (Ten  Commandments),  the  Pentateuch  (first  five
books of the Bible) and the whole Word of God (e.g. Psalm 119).

“. . .The “Law of God” and the “Law of Moses” are
interchangeable phrases which are used 

throughout God’s Word. . .”

Moses  brought  down  the  Ten  Commandments,  inscribed  on  tablets  of  stone,  from
Mount Sinai. At this and other times God also gave him other laws relating to feast days,
holy days, sacrifices, offerings, clean and unclean foods, the construction of the Tabernacle
and civil matters. All these commandments form part of the Mosaic Law and are recorded
primarily in the books of Exodus and Leviticus.

The Mosaic Law can be divided into three sections:

l. The moral law, which applied to people’s individual lives.

2. The civil (social) law, which governed the national or social life of the people.

3. The ceremonial (religious) law, which applied to the religious life of the people.

Another way of looking at the Mosaic Law is in terms of two sets of criteria, “the
spirit of the Law” and the “letter of the Law.” As we have seen, the spirit or intent of the
Mosaic Law was based on God’s universal principles and laws. “The spirit of the Law” has
always been written on men’s hearts (even though man had no real power to keep this law)
and it still applies to us today.  But the statutes and ordinances, otherwise known as “the
letter of the Law,” were intended to be only of an interim nature, and applied specifically to
the nation of Israel. God’s principles, however, have not changed and neither have His laws
which express  and demonstrate  them. Indeed  God’s  principles  are  the same yesterday,
today and forevermore.

The Moral Law

Background Reading:  Exodus 20:1-17

The ten commandments encapsulate and declare the broad principles of God’s moral
law. They were the foundation for all the other laws, were directed towards the individual,
and revealed God’s requirements of man.
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(a) The first four commandments showed what was required of man in regard to his
vertical relationship with God:

 1. You shall have no other gods before Me.

 2. You shall not make unto yourself any graven image.

 3. You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain.

 4. Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.

(b) The remaining six commandments gave direction concerning man’s horizontal
relationship with man:

 5. Honour your father and your mother.

 6. You shall not kill.

 7. You shall not commit adultery.

 8. You shall not steal.

 9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

10. You shall not covet.

It is plain from the Ten Commandments that right and wrong were not to be determined
by the voice of society, but by the voice of God.

“. . .God’s Laws remain absolute and unchanging, no
matter how much our western culture or any other
culture seeks to adopt moral relativism as the code

 by which behaviour is judged. . .”

Note: The same is true today. God’s Laws remain absolute and unchanging, no matter
how much our western culture or any other culture seeks to adopt moral relativism as the
code by which behaviour is judged. This philosophy declares that moral standards are to be
regarded  as  subjective  and  thus  subject  to  change.  This  means  that  society’s  moral
standards will be determined by either the whim of the majority or by those who have the
strongest voices. People’s consciences then become warped and seared through constant
exposure  to  immorality,  and  in  this  way  they  become  oblivious  to  the  moral  laws,
concerning man and God, which are written on their hearts.

The Old And New Covenant
82



Whether  or  not  people  acknowledge  or  discern  God’s  righteous  standards  does  not
make people more or less accountable.  The light is there, and God’s Laws are in existence,
just as road rules are in existence.  Whether we know the rules, or choose to drive on the
wrong side of the road, makes no difference.  We will be held accountable - whether dead
to God or alive to Him.

The Civil Law

Background Reading:  Exodus Ch.21, Ch.22, Ch.23:1-13

The civil law of the Mosaic Code was concerned with the statutes and judgements
which related to Israel’s social affairs. The civil law was given so that peace and order
could be maintained throughout the land - within the family, the state and other spheres of
human interaction.

These laws were concerned with the administration of justice, people’s property rights,
the care of the poor, the training of children, the punishment of criminals and many other
matters.  They  also  dealt  with  personal  relationships  between  parents  and  children,
husbands  and wives,  masters  and servants,  and included such concerns  as  slavery,  the
oppression of widows and orphans, money lending and avengers of blood.

“. . .The civil laws given in Old Testament times,
however, were specific to Israel and were structured

in accordance with man’s legal position and 
spiritual state at that time. . .”

The civil laws given in Old Testament times, however, were specific to Israel and were
structured in  accordance with man’s  legal  position and spiritual  state  at  that  time.  For
example, if people committed a sin such as murder or adultery, it was required by law that
they  be  stoned  to  death.  One  reason  for  this  may  have  been  to  stop  the  spiritual
consequences  of  such  sins  from  being  passed  on  to  succeeding  generations  and  so
“polluting” the nation (Numbers 14:18). Christians, however, are in a different legal and
spiritual position and can (by God’s grace, through the Blood of Christ), if they repent, be
forgiven of practising these types of sins and cleansed of their consequences (1 John 1:9).
In this way the effects of such sin can be totally erased or nullified.  Truly the message of
the Gospel is always about restoration through the power of the Cross.

As Christians, the standards set out in the Word in regard to our Christian conduct
are based on our legal and spiritual position, and our potential strength in Christ (Ephesians
4:25-32; Ephesians 6:1-9). Therefore while we are fortunate that the consequences of sin
can be removed through repentance and faith,  we are  also  now under  a  much heavier
obligation.  For example:, Jesus said:

MATTHEW 5:27  “You have heard that it was said by them of old time, ‘You shall not
commit adultery’ (This was the seventh of the 10 commandments - Exodus 20:14.).
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MATTHEW 5:28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looks on a woman to lust after
her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.” (The Lord here is not denying
the Law of Moses but taking it to its proper conclusion in Himself in the New Covenant. He
is here identifying the root cause of sin which is the evil heart of man.).

Our sin therefore is not just in action but in thinking and intent.  This much heavier
responsibility and obligation is because under the New Covenant, we have access to the
empowerment of the Holy Spirit - so that we can live as God desires. Furthermore, we can
enter the throneroom of grace for help in time of need, we have the Name of Jesus and His
authority to bind and loose the enemy and also a heavenly High Priest Who has interceded
on  our  behalf.  None  of  these  advantages  were  available  to  the  Old  Testament  Saints.
Because of our privileged position, the requirements of the New Covenant are much more
stringent. With our increased liberty and potential in Christ comes a greater responsibility
and obligation to obey, not through willpower, but by the Divine power given to us, as
Believers,  through Christ’s  Resurrection.   Therefore  having been  raised  with  Christ  in
“newness of life” (the Divine Nature), let us walk in the empowerment afforded to us by
the Cross.

The Ceremonial Law

Background Reading:  Leviticus Ch.11; Ch.12; Ch.16; Exodus 23:14-19

The Mosaic ceremonial law was primarily concerned with the requirements which
related to the extensive sacrificial system - the means by which the people’s sins could be
atoned for.  Instructions were given concerning the priestly duties within the Tabernacle,
the construction of  the Tabernacle  and its  purpose.  These ordinances gave direction in
regard to furnishings, clothing, and ceremonial  duties such as hand washing etc. which
accompanied the blood sacrifices that atoned for the people’s sins.

“. . .The Mosaic ceremonial law was primarily
concerned with the requirements which related 

to the extensive sacrificial system. . .”

Also within the ceremonial law was the holiness code which outlined the requirements
of a holy people. It consisted of regulations prohibiting the eating of certain foods, etc., and
also dealt with people being in clean and unclean states. For example, if a person had
leprosy, sores or skin disorders, they were considered unclean and were separated from the
people until their time of cleansing was completed.

The purpose of the ceremonial law was threefold:

1. It required obedience to God.  Israel as a nation was set apart by God to be the womb of
the Messiah, and as such, was required to walk in obedience to Him.  This was a
condition of the Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:9-10).
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2. It  provided  sacrifice  to  cover  sin  so  that  eternal  death  could  be  kept  at  bay
(Leviticus Chs.1-5, Ch.16).

3. It  acted  as  a  type-pattern  to  point  to  Calvary  e.g.  the  sacrifices,  feasts  and
Tabernacle.

Today the Old Testament ceremonial law relates to us as follows:

1. Obedience pure and simple, for example to dietary laws, is no longer required (Acts
10:9-16).  However we are still required to obey God’s instruction and commands
under the New Covenant.

2. Sacrifice to cover sin - this was fulfilled in Christ’s once for only sacrifice.

3. Type-patterns - the sacrifices and ceremonies pointed to Christ and because they are
fulfilled in Him, are no longer required.

“. . .Also within the ceremonial law was the holiness
code which outlined the requirements

 of a holy people. . .”

Note: Most of the ceremonial and civil laws were only intended to be temporary, and
pertained specifically to Israel as a nation in the Old Testament period, the type-patterns
pointing  to  Calvary.  The  moral  laws,  however,  were  intended  to  be  permanent.  The
principles on which the civil laws were founded (e.g. protection of the innocent, justice and
equality for all,  human rights and property rights) were also intended to be permanent,
being moral to begin with.  This includes the principle of tithing - which is moral in its
foundation, being our duty to the Lord as our Jehovah Jireh.  In this we acknowledge Him
as our Provider by giving back to Him a portion of what we believe He has given to us.
Thus this principle extends into the New Testament, providing for the structure by which
God’s Word can be ministered.  As we have learned, the temporary aspects of the Mosaic
code can be viewed as “the letter of the Law” and those parts of the Mosaic code which
were intended to be ongoing or permanent can be viewed as “the spirit of the Law.” This is
an important consideration in New Covenant teaching where we now have no obligation to
the letter of the Law but we are under a heavier obligation to obey the spirit of the Law -
God’s eternal principles.

As the Israelites obeyed all the laws which God gave them, they prospered in all they
did. When they chose to disobey or forget God’s Laws, however, they suffered loss and
placed themselves into bondage (Deuteronomy 11:26-28; Deuteronomy 30:19-20).
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The Law Concerning the Sabbath

Background Reading:  Hebrews 3:7-4:11

It is clear from New Testament teaching that the strict laws pertaining to Sabbath Day
observances no longer apply under the New Covenant.

COLOSSIANS 2:16  Let no man therefore judge you in meat (by what you eat), or in
drink (by what you drink), or in respect of (with regard to) an holyday (religious festival),
or of the New Moon (celebration), or of the Sabbath Days:

COLOSSIANS 2:17   Which  (such things) are a shadow  (type-patterns -  having only
symbolic value)  of things to come (all the observances under the Mosaic Code were meant
to point to Christ and Calvary); but the body is of Christ.

ROMANS  14:5   One  man  esteems  one  day  (the  Sabbath) above  another:  another
esteems every day alike (considers each day sacred, and scrutinizes his walk accordingly).
Let every man be fully persuaded (convinced) in his own mind (Romans 14:23).

In Old Testament times, the Sabbath Day was a mandatory day of rest for the whole
nation of Israel. Even the animals were subject to the Sabbath Day, and were supposed to
be spared from works of service to their human masters on this day.  The Sabbath was
defined as the day of rest by the fourth commandment. The Sabbath Day was the seventh
day of the week, i.e. Saturday, and was considered to be a day of absolute rest - not so
much a day of worship but of rest.  In this Age of Grace, however, we are not bound by law
to keep the Sabbath Day - for today, the physical Sabbath is fulfilled in a spiritual sense.
Christ is our Sabbath, and we cease from all works involving trying to gain favour with
God because we are now regenerated - saved by grace through faith.  In Christ we live in
the eternal Sabbath, the eternal rest from our own works in regard to gaining salvation or
favour with God.  Every day is our Sabbath, and by the power of the Spirit each day is kept
holy.

“. . .In this Age of Grace, however, we are not bound
by law to keep the Sabbath Day - for today, the

physical Sabbath is fulfilled in a spiritual sense. . .”

The Sabbath Day observance was a physical type-pattern of the spiritual truth of the
eternal Sabbath Day rest.  The fourth commandment points to Christ, and to the “rest” that
can only be found in Him.  Indeed the Bible speaks of three “rests” -  His creation rest, His
Sabbath rest and His Redemption rest which is God’s true rest.  The first and second point
to the third, and God invites sinners to enter this rest.

EXODUS 31:16  Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe
the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual Covenant.
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EXODUS 31:17  It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was
refreshed.

“The “rest” in which the Lord engaged after the six days of creation, and the Sabbath
rest  under Israel,  were always meant to typify the “rest” which would be provided by
Christ, because of what He did at the Cross. . . the Sabbath was not for worship, but rather
for “rest.” Now that Christ has come, the symbol is no longer needed as should be obvious
. . . 

If  a Christian attempts to find “rest” by Sabbath keeping presently, rest will not be
found, and that goes for any other similar effort.  “Rest” is found only in Christ, which
always refers to His great Sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary.” 19

Christ is God’s rest.  All those outside of Christ have no peace with God and hence no
spiritual rest, being at enmity with Him.  Positional or legal sanctification is resting in what
Christ has already done (by faith).

Indeed as Christians we have entered legally into God’s eternal rest - but we also need
to enter  experientially into this rest on a day to day basis (Hebrews 4:10). We do this by
yielding ourselves to Him, obeying all that He commands and ceasing to lean on our own
knowledge and understanding. With this attitude in mind, we should regard every day as
the Lord’s Day.

“. . .Indeed as Christians we have entered legally into
God’s eternal rest - but we also need to enter

experientially into this rest on a day to day basis. . .”

Through our faith, we can enter into God’s rest by accepting the invitation Jesus gave
in Matthew 11:28-30:

MATTHEW 11:28  “Come unto Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest (from your own works - dead works).

MATTHEW 11:29  Take My yoke (the cross of self-denial - Luke 9:23) upon you, and
learn of (from) Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your
souls.

MATTHEW 11:30  For My yoke is easy  (to the surrendered heart), and My burden is
light (when held up by the grace of God).”

It is only when we are led and empowered by the Spirit of Truth that we can enter
into the eternal Sabbath on an experiential basis. In this position of rest, we allow God to
fulfill His role as our provider and protector.  It is by His grace and our faith that we can be
led and empowered so that we cease struggling in fruitless and empty works.  Then His
yoke is “easy” and His burden “light” - and the glory belongs to Him.
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The writer of Hebrews says:

HEBREWS 4:2   For unto  us  was  the  Gospel  preached,  as  well  as  unto  them  (the
Israelites in the wilderness): but the Word preached did not profit them, not being mixed
with faith (belief) in them who heard it.

HEBREWS 4:3  For we who have believed (shows that faith is the key in this matter) do
enter into rest (no longer struggling in our own works to try and gain favour with God) , as
He  (God) said, “As I have sworn in My wrath, they  (the people of Israel who did not
believe and perished in the desert) shall not enter into My rest (because of their unbelief
and subsequent disobedience) . . . ” (Psalm 95:11)

HEBREWS 4:8  For if Joshua had given them rest (in the Promised Land, being only a
symbol of the true rest to come),  then would He  (God) not afterward have spoken of
another day.

HEBREWS 4:9  There remains, therefore, a (true) rest to (for) the people of God (this
rest can be found only in Christ);

HEBREWS 4:10  For he who is entered into His rest (anyone who enters God’s rest), he
also has ceased (rests) from his own works (through faith in what Christ has done), as God
did from His. (God rested on the seventh day when Creation was finished.  And we can Rest
in Christ  because the Plan of  Redemption is  finished,  of  which God’s  Rest  was a type:
E.S.B.). 

HEBREWS 4:11  Let us labour (hasten) therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man
fall (by following the Israelites’ example of unbelief) after the same example of unbelief.

The Gospel proclaimed to the Israelites in the wilderness was not that of a spiritual
rest in Christ for He had not yet been to the Cross.  Their Gospel would ultimately be the
same as ours but at this point consisted of the Good News of rest in the Promised Land, a
place flowing with milk and honey, after hundreds of years of slavery.  However to have
taken hold of the promise would have finally brought them, after the Resurrection, from
Abraham’s Bosom to heaven itself.  So the Gospel was the same, there being only one
Gospel.

“. . .It is only when we are led and empowered by the
Spirit of Truth that we can enter into the eternal

Sabbath on an experiential basis. . .”

Now the message of this Gospel was salvation - whether physical, as with the Hebrews
of  the Exodus,  or  spiritual,  as  with  Christians  today.   The  condition  for  receiving  the
promises  of  the  Gospel  was  faith  -  to  believe  what  God  said.  Thus  as  the  scripture
declares,  “Abraham  believed  God  and  it  was  accounted  to  him  for  righteousness”
(Galatians 3:6; Genesis 15:6). This Gospel was preached to Abraham who believed God
when He said “in you shall all families of the earth (all nations) be blessed” (Genesis 12:3;
Galatians 3:8).

The Old And New Covenant
88



However the Good News did not “profit” Israel in the wilderness because they would
not believe God concerning the Promised Land and, as a result,  perished in the desert.
They did not believe and trust  in God, negated the promise through  “an evil  heart  of
unbelief” (Hebrews 3:12) and did not enter into God’s rest.

Now what is perhaps the greatest hindrance to belief - to faith?  Works that are
done to obtain favour from God are the greatest hindrance to faith. This means that people
may see such works as going to church, studying the Word and helping the needy as their
part of a contractual agreement with God.  This amounts to a tradeoff mentality - “If I do
this for You, then I expect You to do this for me.”  But our works can never be used as a
basis for obtaining favour or receiving grace in time of need.  This is to do religious works.
This is what the Israelites did with the Law - they trusted in the rituals and the observances,
and obtained no favour because there was no faith - only empty works (Isaiah 1:11-14).

From faith will come works,  not the other way around.  God’s grace is at work to
cause  His  will  to  be  done,  and  ultimately  this  grace  leads  to  a  rest  in  regard  to  the
Christian’s performance.  Works are done as a response to the knowledge of God’s will, i.e.
when we are being led by the Spirit.  As we flow in this we rest, knowing that God is in
control and is responsible for whatever outcome eventuates - given that people’s wills are
involved and God, in His love, will never force.  There is a rest involved in this.  To be
conscious of God’s will and the doing of it, being focused and directed by this knowledge,
not our own ideas, will prevent “burnout” in ministry.  The same principles applies to the
normal Christian experience.

“. . .God’s grace is at work to cause His will to be
done, and ultimately this grace leads to a rest in

regard to the Christian’s performance. . .”

We need to seek, find and flow in God’s will, relying on His graces to lead us to the
hurting and the lost,  inviting them to church to  hear  the Gospel.   We also need to  be
supporting local ministries and allowing ourselves to be developed through teaching so we
can fulfill whatever potential and whatever calling we have.  To flow in God’s will in this
way enables the Christian to enter into this same Sabbath rest from religious works.  Again
faith  will  produce  righteous  works,  being  the  fruit  of  faith.   But  these  works  will  be
centered at the Cross and will not be viewed as a means of gaining favour or prompting a
certain response from God.  Flowing in this way will provide no excuse for slackness and
alternatively will not produce “burnout” which often results from the driving force of zeal
directed in the absence of wisdom.

Every step needs to be ordered by the Lord:

PROVERBS 3:5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own
understanding (ideas, plans, insight).

PROVERBS 3:6  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths
(self-will  is  man’s  biggest  downfall;  our  “ways” should be yielded to  the  Creator  Who
knows all and loves all - Luke 12:6, 7, 31).
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Sadly many, with good human intentions, have even travelled overseas as missionaries,
doing “good works” as a replacement, however unknowingly, for relationship and finding
the true will of God.  We can apply this principle to many aspects of the normal Christian
life.  Again let us consider carefully the scripture, “The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord” (Psalm 37:23).  This puts an onus on the Christian, let alone the minister, to
prayerfully  seek  and  find  the  true  voice  of  the  Lord  and  not  follow their  own biased
inclinations, no matter how “good” they may seem.  Indeed God knows us, our capabilities
and potentials, our past and our future, and we need to gain from the Father His plan for
our lives - for ultimately many other lives will also be affected.

In Christ, we are not our own anymore for we have been bought with a price (1
Corinthians 6:19-20). So God now legally owns us, and this even includes our time, for
eternity.

“. . .God knows us, our capabilities and potentials,
our past and our future, and we need to gain from

 the Father His plan for our lives. . .”

If we have sought God’s will and so chosen to enter into God’s rest , we indeed have
ceased from struggling, through our own works, to please Him. Indeed it is not by our own
works that we become the righteousness of God in Christ. It is by grace through faith in
Jesus’ shed Blood that we gain a position of righteousness. As we have said, true faith will
always  be  accompanied  by  works  of  righteousness -  good  fruits  which  flow  from
commitment and faith.

Faith will therefore produce works of righteousness. We can never receive anything
from God today by merely observing law (doing good works). It is only as we obey from a
position of faith that we can receive anything from God, or indeed give anything to God.
Note that the prescribed order for rest will always involve faith - belief and trust in God.
Faith gives us rest.  Without faith our obedience becomes legalism (“letter of the law”),
without proper connection to the Spirit.  Works performed in this way are not done out of
relationship.

Thus  all  who  are  in  Christ have  entered,  in  a  positional  sense,  into  the  eternal
Sabbath, for Christ is Himself the true Sabbath.  But to know the joy of it experientially, we
must do what God commands from a heart of faith and love.  As we yield to the Spirit, the
energies and graces of the Divine Nature will give us the desire and then the power to do
God’s will, and thus, in His rest, to produce fruit of eternal value.  Amen!

Why Do Christians Use Sunday As Their Day Of Worship ?

There are several  reasons the early Christian church chose Sunday,  which is  also
called “the Lord’s Day” (Revelation 1:10), as their day of worship.

As we know, the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ took place on the first day of the
week, that being Sunday, and on that same day He appeared to His Disciples.
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LUKE 24:1  Now upon the first day of the week (Sunday), very early in the morning,
they (the women of Luke 23:55) came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they
had prepared, and certain others with them.

LUKE 24:2  And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.

LUKE 24:3  And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

JOHN 20:19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week (Sunday),
when the doors were shut where the Disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst (appearing suddenly), and said unto them, “Peace be
unto you.”

Then one week later He appeared to them again, that also being Sunday, the first day of
the week.

JOHN 20:26  And after eight days (Sunday to Sunday inclusive) again His Disciples were
within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst (the same as eight days earlier), and said, “Peace be unto you.”

God also chose to pour out His Holy Spirit on the first day of the week  which we
know to be the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1; Leviticus 23:15-16). This day was a Sunday, for
it  was always exactly 50 days from the Sabbath Day (the Saturday) after the Passover
(Friday). These 50 days were of course numbered from the day after this Sabbath, which
was the Sunday. This Sabbath Day also marked the first day of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread which lasted seven days.

“. . .There are several reasons the early Christian
church chose Sunday, which is also called “the

Lord’s Day” (Revelation 1:10), as their 
day of worship. . .”

There are also accounts in scripture of the early church meeting together on the first day
of the week.

ACTS 20:7  And  upon the first day of the week (Sunday),  when the Disciples came
together to break bread  (Sunday had become the primary day of worship for the early
church), Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his
speech until midnight.

1 CORINTHIANS 16:2  Upon the first day of the week (Sunday) let every one of you
lay by him in store (set aside a sum of money for the Lord’s work), as God has prospered
him (in keeping with his income), that there be no gatherings when I come (no need for
collections when I come).

Even the Book of Revelation records the Apostle John seeing the vision of the risen,
glorified Christ on “the Lord’s Day” :
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REVELATION 1:10  I (the Apostle John) was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day (Sunday). .
.

We can see through scripture that many important events transpired on Sunday, the first
day of the week, and that this day became the obvious choice for the early church as the
day  of  Christian  worship.  Paul  seemingly  continued  this  practice  and  today,  Sunday
remains the convenient day of worship for the whole Christian Church, the day that first
and foremost commemorates the Resurrection.

The Differences Between The Sabbath And The Lord’s Day

The  Sabbath  was  given to  Israel  under  the  Mosaic  Law.  The  Lord’s  Day  was
instituted by Christians under grace and still continues today.

The Sabbath was on Saturday, the seventh day of the week, whereas the Lord’s Day,
which Christians universally celebrate,  is  on Sunday, the first  day of the week.  In Old
Testament times, the Sabbath Day was a day of rest for the people of Israel according to the
Law of Moses. The Lord’s Day, however, is a day of  worship for Christians (who have
entered into the eternal Sabbath rest through Christ).

“. . .The Sabbath was given to Israel under the
Mosaic Law. The Lord’s Day was instituted by

Christians under grace and still continues today. . .”

In  Old  Testament  times, compulsory  obedience  of  the  law  of  the  Sabbath  was
required.  In  this  present  Church  Age,  we  can  voluntarily  worship  and  are  not  under
compulsion. However we are reminded in scripture that we are  not to neglect to gather
together corporately, which is part of our responsibility and duty as Christians.  In the New
Testament we do not find the wording “You shall not” or “You shall” but rather:

HEBREWS 10:25  Not  forsaking the assembling of  ourselves  together  (in  corporate
meetings), as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as you see the day (of the Lord’s return) approaching.

Another versions reads:

HEBREWS 10:25  Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is
the habit of some people, but admonishing - warning, urging and encouraging - one
another, and all the more faithfully as you see the day approaching. (Amp.)

Indeed the spirit of the Law would direct Christians to meet together even more than
once a week on a corporate basis.  The reasons for this are as follows:

- to  lift  one  another  up  in  the  faith,  for  strength  and  encouragement  come from
Christians of like faith being assembled together

- to hear what the Spirit is saying by His grace through anointed ministers
- to be taught the principles of God under His Anointing
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- to  be  brought  to  a  position  of  progressive  understanding  concerning  the  things
pertaining to the Kingdom of God

- to praise and worship God as a collective body dwelling together in the unity of the
Spirit.

- to remember the suffering, death and Resurrection of Christ and us identified with
Him

- to lessen, deflect and quench the effect of the world, the flesh and the devil on the
Saints.

To accomplish all this, God bathes, indeed floods the meeting places of Believers with
the special grace of His Anointing for all these purposes.  This special Anointing that so
many experience all around the world helps Believers to grow in the faith and better hear
the  voice  of  God  whether  it  be  through  exhortation,  rebuke,  teaching  or  direction.
Darkness in a Saint’s mind quite often takes a back seat when he or she stands under this
Anointing with fellow Believers.

These are only some of the reasons why Saints need to gather together, and so not be
islands unto themselves, unaccountable to any headship.  Hebrews 13:17 tells us to obey
and submit to those who have rule over us (who guide us or lead us or keep watch over us)
in the Lord. This takes place within the protective confines of a corporate body of Believers
who care for one another, and watch over one another, the ministry making sure the words
of counsel, encouragement, exhortation and prophecy etc. remain pure and in line with the
written Word.

“. . .“Lone-ranger Christians,” who travel from
church to church doing what they feel like when 
they feel like it, display “self-ruled” as opposed to 

“Spirit-led” Christianity. . .”

“Lone-ranger Christians,” who travel from church to church doing what they feel like
when they feel like it, display “self-ruled” as opposed to “Spirit-led” Christianity.  This is
very dangerous not only for them, but for others who listen to or are influenced by them.
When Christians will not commit themselves to a particular place where their giftings can
be used to help edify a local body of Believers, and where they can grow and be nurtured
under a God-appointed local shepherd, they are doing themselves, and others, harm.  Lone-
ranger Christians do not mature in any great way in the faith because they become in a
sense their own pastor, always doing what is right in their own eyes.  The local church is
God’s  ordained  structure  for  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  is  meant  to  provide  checks  and
balances in terms of the teaching and application of God’s Word.  We cannot please God
outside His will for our lives, and we cannot serve Him effectively if we will not yield our
lives as true Disciples.  The rule in all of our meetings and in all of our lives should be,
“Not our will but Yours be done Lord.  Have Your way in us and through us.  Amen.”
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THE LAW OF LOVE

Background Reading:  Mark 12:28-33

In  this  current  Church  Age, also  called  “the  Age  of  Grace,”  the  need  for  the
ceremonial law and the offering of blood sacrifices has ceased. Indeed Jesus came once and
for all to fulfill the law of sacrifice. This in turn allowed God’s grace, in full measure, to
become available to all who call on the Name of the Lord and yield to the Holy Spirit.

ROMANS 3:20  Therefore by the deeds  (works) of  the Law there shall  no flesh be
justified in His sight: for by the (Mosaic) Law is (only) the knowledge of sin.

ROMANS 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without  (apart from) the  (Mosaic)
Law is  manifested,  being  witnessed  by  the  Law and the  Prophets  (the  principle  of
justification by faith - Genesis 15:6; Habakkuk 2:4);

ROMANS 3:22  Even the righteousness of God (imputed righteousness) which is (comes)
by  faith  of  (in) Jesus  Christ  unto  all  and  upon  all  them who  believe  (and  trust  in
Him) . . .

As we know, obedience to the commandments of God is not the means by which we are
saved. Once we are regenerated, however, we are expected to conform to the righteous
requirements of God’s Laws (commandments), not by law (through willpower) but by His
power at work in us.  This is because we now have, in Christ, a new Nature which can give
us not only the desire as we yield to the Spirit, but also the power to do that which God
wills in our lives.  However we must yield willingly to the Holy Spirit so that the graces
and energies of the Divine Nature can energize our hearts and minds - as we  focus on
God’s Word and will.  And this focus is important in order to gain the necessary direction
and then the necessary empowerment.

“. . .Once we are regenerated, however, we are
expected to conform to the righteous requirements of
God’s Laws (commandments), not by law (through

willpower) but by His power at work in us. . .”

Today,  the ten commandments (Exodus  20:3-17),  in  letter  and spirit,  are  fulfilled
when Christians who are empowered by the Spirit obey the two commandments that Jesus
referred to in the Gospels as being a condensed version of “all the Law and the Prophets.”
These two commandments also sum up what is known as “the spirit of the Mosaic Law.”

MATT 22:37  Jesus said unto him, 1. You shall have no other gods before Me.
“You shall love the Lord your  2. You shall not make unto yourself any 
 God   with all your heart  ,    graven image       
and with all your soul, and  3. You shall not take the Name of the Lord in
with all your mind.              vain.
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MATT 22:38  This is the first    4. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it  
and great commandment. holy.
MATT 22:39  And the second is    5. Honour your father and your mother.
like unto it, You shall love     6. You shall not kill.
your neighbour as yourself.   7. You shall not commit adultery.
MATT 22:40 On these two          8. You shall not steal.
commandments hang all the        9. You shall not bear false witness against  
Law and the Prophets.” your neighbour.
 10. You shall not covet . . .

Although  the  New  Testament  commandments  are,  for  the  most  part,  positive
exhortations rather than warnings and prohibitions, the underlying principles are the same.

Rather than setting aside the moral law, the New Testament reinforces its commands,
developing  the  truths  contained  within  it  more  fully.  In  doing so,  the  New Testament
focuses attention on the spirit of the Mosaic Law rather than the letter.

ROMANS 7:6  But now we are delivered from the Law (its demands), that being dead
(because we died with Christ) wherein we were held (we were captive to the sin nature and
to sin); that (now) we should serve in newness of Spirit (by His power overcoming sin),
and not in the oldness of the letter (the Law of Moses or any set of rules in order to please
God).

To “serve in newness of Spirit” is to be empowered by the Holy Spirit and living under
the  law of  love;  and  to  be  under  the  law of  love  is  to  be  under  grace,  for  these  are
synonymous.

ROMANS 6:14  For sin (the sin nature) shall not have dominion over you: for you are
not under the Law (as of old, and if we try to live under law, the sin nature will again gain
dominion), but under grace (flowing to us as we yield and believe for His empowerment). 

GALATIANS 5:14  For all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; “You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18) (In this statement, the whole Law is fully
obeyed - but only if we do so by His power not ours.)

“. . .Note that we who are in Christ have no legitimate
reason to break God’s Laws (commandments)

because Jesus has given us power to obey - to say
“Yes” to His will, and in so doing, 

to say “No” to sin. . .”

In simple terms, to break God’s Laws is to come under the law of sin and death in
those areas of disobedience, and therefore under the penalty of such.  Note that we who are
in Christ have no legitimate reason to break God’s Laws (commandments) because Jesus
has given us power to obey - to say “Yes” to His will, and in so doing, to say “No” to sin.
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So to obey God’s Laws from a willing heart will bring us under the law of love (or the
Law of Life in Christ Jesus) in an experiential sense. Remember that we are placed legally
under the law of love because of our position in Christ. We come under the law of love
experientially, and so become eligible to receive God’s blessings, when we allow ourselves
to be led and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

We can conclude therefore that if we, as Christians, are no longer under the Mosaic
Law  of  old  (the  law  pertaining  to  righteousness  in  the  Old  Testament  through  the
observance of the sacrificial offerings and the commandments), we are under the law of
love. Then if we obey (yield to) the law of love, we fulfill the righteous requirements of all
the Law of God, so pleasing Him.  If we disobey (don’t live in) the law of love, however,
we come under the law of sin and death in that area, and so become eligible to suffer the
designated penalty - for God in His righteousness cannot shield or protect us in these areas
of disobedience.

“. . .We come under the law of love experientially,
and so become eligible to receive God’s blessings,

when we allow ourselves to be led and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. . .”

Indeed sin, being anything that is against God’s will in our life, will frustrate God’s
grace (Galatians 2:20-21) and prevent us from appropriating that which we need from Him
on a day to day basis.

Christ came to enable us to stand in a position of righteousness, and in accepting Him
as Lord and Saviour, we became righteous in Him. From then on we need to serve God,
and only by choosing to yield to the Holy Spirit and to be empowered to live in the law of
love, can we do this.

There Is Liberty In The Law Of Love

Because we are now under the law of love and have direct access to God and His
empowerment,  certain  limitations  in  regard  to  receiving  God’s  grace  which  were
experienced by individuals in Old Testament times, do not apply today.  Remember, as we
have learned, that forgiveness and total cleansing are available today in a way that was
never  possible  in  Old  Testament  times.   Now, because  of  the  Blood  of  Jesus  and the
availability of God’s power through the Holy Spirit, we (the repentant) can live lives of
liberty regardless of what sins we may have committed in the past.  The Blood of Christ,
when applied properly, deals a mortal blow to sin’s power and all of the enemy’s efforts to
hold us in bondage.

ROMANS 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh (in carnality, self-will or one’s own strength), but after
the Spirit (being led and empowered by Him).
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ROMANS 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus (the Holy Spirit ministers
grace to us by this law) has made me free (has given me victory) from (over) the law of sin
and death.

This liberty was not available in Old Testament times where a person’s past usually
affected what they could or could not do throughout their whole lifetime. For instance,
people were to be stoned to death if they committed murder or sexual sin (Deuteronomy
22:22).  Others  who  were  disfigured,  were  born  out  of  wedlock  or  had  impure  racial
ancestry were not to be permitted to enter the congregation of the Lord (Deuteronomy
23:1-3).

Walking In Victory Through The Law Of Love

All that we give or do in Christ should be given or done from a willing heart, even if
our flesh and emotions may be reluctant, or at times pulling us forcefully in the opposite
direction. Certainly the desire of the flesh and the clamour of the emotions can be ignored
if we know the will and power of God in our heart and have purposed to obey Him through
a quality commitment to Himself, as with a marriage vow.  We then receive the power to
obey as we yield to the Lord and His way, and so are able to absorb the graces of the
Divine Nature in the knowledge of who we are in Christ.  In this is victory, and the peace
of God which passes understanding. 

“. . .All that we give or do in Christ should be given
or done from a willing heart, even if our flesh and

emotions may be reluctant. . .”

In Old Testament times,  it  is  probable that  God’s Laws would have been generally
obeyed out of compulsion, through a desire for self-preservation. Today, however, God’s
commandments should not be obeyed out of compulsion, or an attitude such as, “If I don’t
do this, I will be attacked by the enemy.” Rather, we should obey God’s Laws and the
direction He gives from a heart of love, faith and gratitude for all that He has done for us.

The Spirit of God, through the Divine Nature, will empower us to overcome as we
allow God to humble us.  We can then, in the grace of the Lord, take up our cross of self-
denial (James  4:6;  1  Peter  5:5-6).  As  Jesus  taught,  this  is  fundamental  to  the  way  of
discipleship.

1 PETER 5:6  Permit yourselves therefore to be humbled under the mighty hand of
God, in order that you He may exalt in an appropriate season: (Wuest)

MATTHEW 10:38  And he who takes not his cross, and follows after Me, is not worthy
of Me (not worthy of the blessings afforded by the “victory” of the Cross). (E.S.B.)
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The Cross Of Self-Denial

LUKE 9:23  And He said to them all, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny
himself (by the power of the Spirit), and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”

If one is to “deny himself” and “take up his cross,” then one must “forget one’s self,
lose sight of one’s self and one’s interests”  (Wuest).   This means that for the Saint, the
interest of Christ must be the greatest priority in his daily life.  Self must be hidden in
Christ positionally and experientially if the Saint is to begin to walk in victory.  To “take
up his  cross  daily,” the Christian must  continually look towards the Cross of  Calvary,
understanding what the Cross has accomplished and afforded to them, and knowing that
this could have only come by this means and this means alone.

“. . .Indeed our thoughts, desires and emotions must
be God-inspired, and then owned by us. . .”

In order to  “deny himself” properly, the Saint must, by faith, understand what it is to
identify with Christ, in His death, at the Cross.  By the grace of the Holy Spirit he must
also understand that, in a spiritual sense, he has been raised with Christ, thus becoming a
partaker of  “newness of life” - the Divine Nature (2 Peter 1:4).  Indeed if the Saint is to
completely identify with Christ,  they must deny their  own strengths and abilities,  even
including their  own thoughts,  desires  and emotions.   Indeed our  thoughts,  desires  and
emotions must be God-inspired, and then owned by us.

It is interesting to note that at the time when the Gospels were written, the “cross” was
a means by which death was administered.  Therefore the metaphor which Jesus uses of the
Disciple “taking up his cross” illustrates in a vivid way what is required of the Disciple,
i.e. death to self - the denial of self-wants, self-rule and self-gratification.

Unless  every  morning there  is  a  fresh  “crucifixion  of  self,”  we  will  not  walk  in
righteousness - for every day we must go through the Cross to obtain the grace we need for
that  day,  knowing  and  appreciating  Jesus  as  Lord  through  personal,  experiential
relationship. In all we do, we must rely on God, seek His will and embrace it in the power
afforded to  us  through the Cross.   So we must  lose our life  (of self)  in order  to  gain
experientially a new life in Christ, full of the joy of the Lord and the power of the Spirit.
Only by taking up our cross and denying self can we receive empowerment to both will
and then do of God’s good pleasure.  Then our relationship with Him will also deepen and
develop.

Wuest comments on this very issue in regard to Jesus’ statement and commandment in
the Gospels:

“ “Let him deny himself.” The word is  aparneomai (ἀπαρνεομαι). When used with
the reflexive pronoun as it is here, it means “to forget one’s self, lose sight of one’s self and
one’s interests.” The verb is ingressive aorist, speaking of  entrance into a new state or
condition. It is “Let him at once begin to lose sight of himself and his own interests.” Take
up his cross. The cross was the instrument of death. Here it speaks of death to self.
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“Follow Me.” The word “follow” is akoloutheō (ἀκολουθεω), “to take the same road
as another does.” It is used with the associative instrumental case. It is, “Let him follow
with Me.” The idea is not that of following behind another, but that of accompanying the
other person, taking the same road that he takes and fellowshipping with him along that
road. The first two imperatives are aorist, giving a summary command to be obeyed at
once. The “coming after” and the “taking up” are to be obeyed at once and are to be a
once-for-all act. That is, these acts are to be looked upon as  a permanent attitude and
practice of life.  The whole life is to be characterized by an habitual coming after and
taking up of the cross. After having once for all given over the life to the Lord, the believer
must hence-forward count it ever so given over. He is not his own anymore. He belongs to
the  Lord.  He  is  the  Lord’s  property.  The  word  “follow”  however,  is  in  the  present
imperative, which commands the doing of an action and its habitual, moment by moment
continuance . . . 

“. . .The idea is not that of following behind another,
but that of accompanying the other person, taking the

same road that he takes and fellowshipping 
with him along that road. . .”

Translation. And having called the crowd, together with His disciples, to Himself, He
said to them, “If, as is the case, anyone is desiring to come after Me as a follower of mine,
let him at once begin to lose sight of himself and his own interests, and let him at once
begin to take up his cross, and let him start taking the same road in company with Me, and
let him continue to do so moment by moment.” ” 20

(underlines added)

The Relationship Between Surrender And Empowerment

LUKE 14:26  If any man come to Me (no exceptions), and hate (prefer) not his father,
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yes, and his own life also
(no affection, however strong, must be permitted to compete with or displace Christ) ,  he
cannot be My Disciple (once again, no exceptions!). (E.S.B.)

LUKE 14:33  So likewise, whosoever he be of you who forsakes not all that he has (puts
the Lord above all, seeks Him first), he cannot be My Disciple.

The empowerment needed to take up our cross daily and follow the Lord will only
become a reality in our lives at an experiential level if we first purpose to surrender all to
serve Him. This then needs to be an ongoing commitment - the surrender of one’s life at all
times to the Lord.  We then need to be wholeheartedly open and receptive to His truths and
purposes (His will for our life), and to act willingly on them, in faith. This is the only way
we will gain the power needed to live with this intent and therefore be enabled to become
more than overcomers on a consistent basis (Romans 8:37-39; 1 John 5:4). Then through
our actions of faith, God’s promises will be realized:
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HEBREWS 8:10  . . . I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts:
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people:

This means that He implants His Word and His will for our life in our mind and
heart.  This comes about as we seek truth and hear the truth of His Word, whether this
comes through reading or studying the Word, or hearing anointed preaching and teaching,
or a combination of all of these.  Remember that God’s wisdom can come even through a
child, so we should always be ready to hear His truth.  We should never discount any vessel
the Lord may use.

As we then believe and yield to the truth God has placed in our mind and heart, not
only does God give us the desire to act according to His Word, but also the power, through
the graces of His Divine Nature, to do so.  So all in all, it is God’s grace which should be at
work in us to perform His will in our lives.

“But with the Spirit of the living God” (2 Corinthians 3:3) speaks of Him moving on
the  heart,  which  produces  a  variety  of  graces  that  constitute  a  striking  and  beautiful
evidence of one’s conversion.  “Not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart”  (2
Corinthians 3:3) contrasts the Law of Moses to the way in which His laws are written on
our hearts today.  God did not own the hearts of the Old Testament Saints because they
were unregenerated. Thus He could not write His laws on their hearts.  They had to do this,
in  some  measure,  themselves.   The  force  of  the  comparison  is  that  Moses’ law  was
external.  The law of the Spirit is internal (Jeremiah 31:33-34).

So today, the Laws of God are revealed by the Spirit of Truth. They are then written
by Him on men’s hearts as they accept and purpose to obey them in the strength of His
grace. The spirit of the Law will also come to be understood at a much deeper level by
those who seek God’s truths and live in them by His grace.

The added grace in this is: When the Spirit writes His laws on the heart of a man, He
also gives that man the grace to make these laws a living reality in his life.  This takes place
when that man yields to the Spirit in all things so that he flows in the power of the Divine
Nature and becomes one with his Saviour and Lord (Philippians 2:12-13).

“. . .The empowerment needed to take up our cross
daily and follow the Lord will only become a reality

in our lives at an experiential level if we first purpose
to surrender all to serve Him. . .”

In the perfect law of love we are promised victory - for “perfect love casts out fear”
and any other bondage as we allow God’s Word to take root in our lives (1 John 4:18). 

A loving father will give his children direction so that they may live contented and
profitable lives. Our Heavenly Father will also give us direction if we allow Him to, by
listening to His commandments and then living in them, in the power of the Spirit. Through
this act of our will (the willing obedience of the heart), we allow God to release His power
of  love into  our  life  which  energizes  our  very  human  nature.  This  power  can  legally,
thereby spiritually and experientially, set us free from every bondage.  Through the Divine
Nature energizing our human nature, we can both love and desire to do God’s will with the
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power the Spirit gives to us.  More of God and His power at work in our life and heart
means more freedom for us to be the person we were created to be - an individual in God.
Indeed over time and with consistent surrender and empowerment, our very character can
be changed to become more Christlike.  This is the sense of the following scripture, us
allowing Christ to live in and through us as we daily take up our cross:

GALATIANS 2:20  I am crucified with Christ  (as the Foundation of all Victory; Paul,
here, takes us back to Romans 6:3-5): nevertheless I live (have new life); yet not I (not by
my own strength and ability), but Christ lives in me (by virtue of me dying with Him on the
Cross, and being raised with Him in newness of life): and the life which I now live in the
flesh (my daily walk before God) I live by the faith of the Son of God (the Cross is ever
the object of my faith), Who loved me, and gave Himself for me (which is the only way
that I could be saved). (E.S.B.)

ACTS 17:28  For in Him we live, and move, and have our being  . . .

From  God’s  love  will  come  deliverance  and  protection.  From  a  genuine  heart
commitment to obey, a true mature love will develop in our lives by the grace of God,
producing lasting spiritual fruits which will glorify our Heavenly Father.

Conclusion

The whole Covenant of God has been legally fulfilled and all its benefits are available
today to those who believe according to the Word.

“. . .The whole Covenant of God has been legally
fulfilled and all its benefits are available today to

those who believe according to the Word. . .”

Through Christ’s finished work on the Cross He fulfilled the law of sacrifice which
states  that  “without  shedding  of  blood  (there) is  no  remission  (forgiveness) of  sin”
(Hebrews 9:22). In this way, the full measure of God’s grace became available to mankind.
The law of liberty in Christ Jesus can now operate in our lives to set us free from the law of
sin and death in every area, as, through the Divine Nature, we meet the conditions of love,
faith and obedience.

Knowing that the Old Covenant is part of the New, and the New is part of the Old, and
it is all ONE COVENANT, let us turn to Deuteronomy Ch.30.

DEUTERONOMY 30:19  I (God) call heaven and earth to record this day against you
(as a witness), that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both you and your seed may live:

DEUTERONOMY 30:9  And the Lord your God will  make you plenteous in every
work of your hand, in the fruit of your body, and in the fruit of your cattle, and in the
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fruit of your land, for good:  for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, as He
rejoiced over your fathers:

DEUTERONOMY 30:10  If you shall hearken (here is the condition) unto the voice of
the Lord your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in
this Book of the Law (the Word of God), and if you turn unto the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul (this parallels Matthew 22:37-40).

DEUTERONOMY 30:20  That you may love the Lord your God, and that you may
obey His voice, and that you may cleave unto Him: for He is your life, and the length of
your days (this is speaking eternally, both physically and spiritually): that you may dwell
(in total prosperity) in the land which the Lord swore unto your fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them (to us this is to dwell in the spiritual Promised Land - the
Kingdom of God and all its blessings, the greatest one being HIS WILL being done in our
lives).

These are God’s promises and conditions which still apply to us today.  This does not
mean that we are to live under law, for Calvary’s grace that empowers us to live in God’s
perfect will is what we need to be governed by.  So it is by grace we live our life.  In this
we obey the commandments of God that constitute law.  Yes we obey and so come under
God’s Laws that would cause us to be the blessed of God - but it is through grace that we
live according to His Laws.  This does not constitute bondage but rather liberty to be what
we are meant to be in Christ.  In the New Testament we are therefore now a people under
grace.  In the Old Testament God’s people were a people under Law, because the grace
needed for total forgiveness and cleansing did not become available until the Lamb of God
was offered on the altar of Calvary.  And remember that their inability to keep this Law in
every respect was meant to bring them to throw themselves on the mercy of God and so, in
reality, point them towards the Cross.  Yes we must obey the Law of God, but only under
and by the grace of God that empowers us to do so, and gives us a pure, holy heart in
Christ.

“. . .Yes we obey and so come under God’s Laws that
would cause us to be the blessed of God - but it is

through grace that we live according to His Laws. . .”

Many people consider that the verses in Deuteronomy (which speak of God’s Covenant
of blessing) are only directed towards the Jews,  but this is  not so. The tribes of Israel
inherited the blessings of the Covenant through Abraham. However this was not meant for
the Jews or Israel alone, the promise being given to Abraham and his “seed.” As scripture
clearly states, those who are in Christ are Abraham’s seed and therefore heirs according to
the promise.  While as non-Jews, the Land of Israel is not ours to claim, salvation and
God’s provision, spirit soul and body, are promised to both Gentiles and Jews alike.

Indeed the primary blessing of Abraham, as we have learned, was justification by faith.
We as Christians are heirs of this wonderful blessing.  Amen.

The Old Covenant has not passed away. Rather it has been fulfilled and is now in
operation as the New Covenant. Indeed within the liberty we have in Christ, as spiritual
beings, and if properly focused in our thinking, we will be compelled from the heart to
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obey God’s Laws - His eternal and unchangeable principles. However, we now obey God’s
Laws not to achieve our position, but because of it. Our liberty, therefore, is not meant to
be a cloak for sin, but a motivation to serve our Master’s desires - by His grace at work in
us (Galatians 5:13-14).

God’s Word is a book of living promises, and as such, it is alive and powerful. God is
thus sufficient to meet every need. He is watching over His Word to perform it in the lives
of those who would yield to Him, and it will not return to Him void (Jeremiah 1:12; Isaiah
55:11).

God is always moving on people’s hearts to bring them into the knowledge of truth - for
God’s love never ceases, and it is His will that no-one should perish.

2 PETER 3:9  The Lord is  not  slack concerning His  promise,  as  some men count
slackness  (if it seems as though God delays the fulfillment of His Promises, it is for the
purpose of getting more people into the Kingdom of God: E.S.B.); but is longsuffering to
us-ward  (God suffers long with man, attempting to bring him to a place of Repentance:
E.S.B.), not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

1 TIMOTHY 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved (spirit, soul and body), and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth (the Gospel of Jesus Christ).

As we live a yielded life, depending on His grace to do His will, we too will seek the
lost - for this is the Lord’s passion and heart.  As we seek the Lord’s face and His will, this
desire will be ours also.

“. . .we now obey God’s Laws not to achieve our
position, but because of it. . .by His grace 

at work in us. . .”

The time is short and the sand is running out in the hour glass. Indeed we are in the last
days and the time of Jesus’ return is drawing near. Many believe, in fact, that this is the last
generation before Jesus returns for His Church, His Body of Believers. Until that day, our
main purpose should be to tell the world that they can also become part of His Body and
live with Him eternally.

So we should press on towards the goal of our high calling in Christ (Philippians 3:13-
14) with a total commitment to serve our Lord and our fellow man - not by willpower of
course but by the resurrection power Christ has afforded us. In doing this, we will fulfill the
two commandments on which all the Law and the Prophets are founded.

To God be all the glory.

TIME LIMIT - Due on or before.........................

This time limit is based on a minimum of ....... hours of study per week.
You should allow as a general guideline, ........... hours to answer the questions.
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TOTAL ALLOWANCE   ......... hours.

If you are having problems completing this study within these guidelines, you may 
need to seek assistance from those in charge of distribution.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

The following questions are designed to assess how much you have understood and retained from
your studies.

Answer and number all  questions on line-ruled paper, giving two or three scriptures with each
answer whenever possible. Also give an explanation, whenever possible, of how you arrived at your
answer.

Answer these questions according to the instructions given regarding the grade you have chosen to
work at, i.e. either Intermediate Grade or Ordinary Grade.

If you do not understand a particular question, contact those responsible for distribution.
For ease of correction  write the actual question down on your answer sheet before answering

each question, and please print all answers to the questions.

Note: If you do not agree with any particular viewpoint expressed in the studies and you have
another viewpoint, answer questions relating to this area in the following manner:

The view that the studies teach is . . . . . . . . . . . 

But I believe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
         (and state the reasons why you do so )

Note: Remember the time limit  and complete the study and your answers within the allotted
period.

If you are studying at Intermediate Grade, you will later be eligible to do the Advanced Questions if
you so desire. You will not be able to use your study books or notes to help you answer these questions.
In fact all you will be able to use are Bibles and Concordances. So prepare for this by studying properly
and answering these questions according to the instructions given.

(See letters concerning how to study.)

____________________________________________



THE OLD AND NEW COVENANT
Study Questions

1. What is a covenant, and what does it consist of?

2. Who was originally supposed to carry the Gospel  to the world,  what  happened,
however, and who has been “provoked to jealousy” and why?

3. In the parable,

   (a) What did the first part of the covenant consist of?

   (b) What did the second part consist of?

   (c) Which part of the covenant was better and why?

   (d) What were the conditions on both sides which governed the continuation of the
covenant?

4. How do we know that Abraham had little regard for the trappings of this life?

5. What  can  the  materials  needed  to  build  the  everlasting  city  in  the  parable  be
compared to, and what particular laws come into play in this regard?

6. From the prophetic writings of the Old Testament, detail what could be understood
about the birth, identity, character, suffering and glory of the Messiah.

7. Why did the Jews fail to recognize the Messiah?

8. From the parable,

   (a) How does the promise of the city relate to God’s Word?

(b) How do the materials the city was built with relate to God’s Word?

   (c) How does the promise of the worthy servant relate to God’s Word?

9. What were the five sacrificial offerings in Leviticus, and what do the animals used
in sacrificing portray about Christ?

10. God instituted the elaborate sacrificial system for a number of reasons.  What were
these reasons?

11. What provision has been made for the sins of Christians, why do many still walk in
darkness and what is the answer?
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12. Explain how some of the type-patterns of the Day of Atonement were fulfilled in
Christ.

13. Give  examples  of  Old  Testament  scripture  which  were  fulfilled  through  the
crucifixion and events which surrounded it.

14. When Jesus died on the cross,  what  happened to signify that  the old system of
obtaining rightstanding with God had ended? Explain the implications in detail.

15. When Jesus said,  “It is finished” (John 19:30), to what was He referring?  Relate
your answer to Matthew 5:17-18.

16. What did the New Covenant do with the sin problem?  Explain in detail.

17. The acts of sacrifice have passed away but the law of sacrifice is still in operation.
Explain this statement and its relevance to us today.

18. It is deeply rooted in the heart of man to try and save himself.  Why is this so, and
why does man find the truth of the matter so offensive?

19. What is the purpose of all scripture in both Old and New Testaments, and what
should some of our guidelines be for interpreting scripture?

20. Explain the principle of the Greek word “theopneustos” found in 2 Timothy 3:16.

21. Why is God’s Word called “the sword of the Spirit” ?  Give some examples.

22. What determines who we are as people, and how, according to Hebrews 4:12, can
this change?

23. What can be gained from studying the Word on a purely intellectual basis and what
is the danger?

24. What type of Kingdom does God want to establish here on earth, and how and when
did Adam reject God’s plan to do so?

25. When God sent Jesus into the world to establish His Kingdom, what was Jesus’
message to the people and how did they respond?

26. If the Jews had received Jesus and His Kingdom message, would He still have had
to die?  Explain.

27. To what two things do the terms “Kingdom of Heaven” and “Kingdom of God”
both refer?

28. When and by what process will all evil be removed from the earth so God can rule
completely?
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29. When a physical theocratic Kingdom is established here on earth, what will this
Kingdom be called, and what will its characteristics be?

30. Which nation will be at the head of this theocratic Kingdom, and when will this
period of rulership cease and why?

31. Explain how the completed city relates to what God accomplished through Jesus.

32. When the city in the parable was completed, what part of the first covenant was
done away with and what part was retained?  Relate these two aspects of the parable
to God’s Word.

33. We  should  worship  the  builder  of  the  house,  not  the  house  itself.  Relate  this
statement to denominationalism and religious tradition.

34. Give examples of Old Covenant practices and ordinances that have been fulfilled
spiritually, and indicate the only two examples of ceremonial law given in the New
Covenant.

35. Who was Melchizedek, what offices did he hold, and how does this relate to Jesus?

36. Explain  the  difference  between  the  Levitical  (Aaronic)  Priesthood  and  the
Melchizedekian Priesthood, including in your answer how both were entered, and
which is superior.

37. How was the Levitical system set up?

38. Of what does God’s Priesthood consist today?

39. Explain the term “kingdom of priests” as it related to Israel and also relates today to
the Church.

40. What  great  privilege  does  our  priestly  position  entail,  and  what  is  the  added
dimension which distinguishes our priestly role today from that of the Old Covenant
priests?

41. What fourfold sacrifice is involved in our priestly office?

42. The functions of our priestly office can be condensed into two major tasks.  What
are these?

43. Spiritually, “we are all equal in Christ, but we are not all equal in ........................”
Complete the sentence and explain what it means.

44. What is our responsibility towards those who have authority over us in the Lord and
why?  What therefore should our attitude be?
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45. What always accompanies a position of higher authority, and how does the principle
of servanthood relate to those who have authority in the Body of Christ?

46. If our heavenly reward is not based on the level of our authority in the Body of
Christ, on what is it based?

47 (a) How is the Body of Christ meant to function here on earth?

(b) What may be some of the results if we try to step into a position we are not called
to?

48. Before we attempt to do any work for the Lord, major or minor, what is absolutely
necessary and why?

49. Was the Church always God’s plan for the proclamation of the Gospel?  Why was
the Church necessary?

50. What is God’s plan for Israel now that she has rejected her Messiah and when will
this plan be fulfilled?

51. When and how was the Covenant of Life established, what were the conditions of
this Covenant (relating to both parties) and how was it nullified?

52. When and why was the second blood Covenant established, and how did it differ
from the first blood Covenant?

53. What did God specifically promise in the Abrahamic Covenant and what were the
conditions which had to be fulfilled by Abraham (and his descendants)?

54. What is the primary “blessing of Abraham” and what is significant about this?

55. The “seed of Abraham” can be identified as three different groups.  What are these?

56. Explain the parable of the olive tree in Romans Ch.11.

57. What was God’s most fundamental purpose in establishing the Abrahamic Covenant
and how was this expressed?

58. God  promised  Abraham  “an  everlasting  Covenant” :  Genesis  17:7.   If  this
Covenant is dispensational, to what does this refer?

59. What period did the Covenant of Atonement cover, what was its purpose and what
was it unable to do?

60. By  what  means  did  God  ratify  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  and  what  is  the
significance of this legal agent to the Christian?
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61. How did God condemn “sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3)?

62. What are the benefits of the Covenant of Redemption which give us what is needed
to walk in victory over sin?

63 (a) To which two people were the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant made?  Prove
your point from scripture.

(b) How does this relate to us as Christians today?

64. The Jews taught the Galatian Christians that by obeying the Law of Moses they
would become the seed or progeny of Abraham and so gain Divine favour.  What
error is involved here?

65. What is the function of the conscience, and what can interfere with this function,
making the conscience at times unreliable?

66. What are the three sources of “light” which reveal God to man?

67. Men are without excuse to believe there is a God.  Explain this statement fully,
outlining the principles on which judgement is based.

68 (a) What is man’s next step after coming to believe there is a God, and how will God
respond?

(b) What  is  the hindrance in  this  process,  and what  is  the means by which man is
enabled to truly hear and receive the Gospel?

69. What was God’s purpose in revealing the Law of Moses.  Explain fully.

70. What impact did the revelation of the Law have on sin and why?

71. If the Law served its purpose, what was the hope of the Old Testament Saint?

72 (a) In a perfect order, what will happen whenever there is a transgression (breaking) of
the law and what is the reason for this?

(b) What is the spiritual parallel of this statement?

73. When did and when does the Law of God become a stumbling block?

74. What was the weakness of the Law and what has God done to rectify this situation?

75 (a) The Mosaic Law can be viewed in terms of two sets of criteria.  What are these, and
which of them was intended to be temporary?
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(b) The Mosaic Law can be divided into three sections.  What are these, and which was
intended to be a permanent expression of God’s unchanging principles?

76. What are the ten commandments an expression of, to whom are they directed and
what do they reveal?

77. Natural  man  says  that  society’s  moral  standards  must  change  with  the  times.
Discuss in terms of accountability..

78. What was the civil law in Old Testament times concerned with, and what did it
provide for the people?

79. How do the requirements of the Old Covenant compare with the standards given in
the Word of God for Christians today, and why is this so?

80. In Old Testament times, what was the purpose of the ceremonial laws, and how do
these laws relate to Christians today?

81. In Old Testament times, what was the purpose of the Sabbath Day, and what day
was involved?

82. How is the Old Testament Sabbath Day fulfilled in the New Testament Church,
legally and experientially?

83. Contrast works performed outside God’s will with those performed inside God’s
rest, and describe what is always involved if we are to experience this “rest.”

84. How can “works” be one of the greatest hindrances to faith?  Explain.

85. Why do Christians use Sunday as their corporate day of worship?

86. Are  we  fulfilling  the  fourth  of  the  Ten  Commandments  when  we  worship  on
Sundays?  Explain.

87. Give reasons why the Saints should gather together corporately, on a regular basis.

88. What are “lone-ranger Christians,” and what is the inherent danger of their lifestyle?

89. How does Jesus say we are to fulfill all God’s Law today?

90. How do we operate under the law of love, what is this synonymous with, and what
are we set free from as we do so?

91. With what motivation would Old Covenant laws have been obeyed and how does
this differ from our situation today?

92. What does it mean to “take up one’s cross” ? Explain fully.
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93. Hebrews 8:10 says “. . . I will put My laws into their mind and write them in their
hearts . . .”  Contrast this promise to the way the Law of Moses was given and
received, and state what is the added grace available.

94. How do we become the person we were created to be?

95. Explain  in  detail  if  and  so  how  these  verses  in  Deuteronomy  apply  to  us  as
Christians today:  Deuteronomy 30:19, 9, 10, 20.

96. We now obey God’s Laws not to achieve our position but because of it.  Explain
this statement.

97. At what grade did you study this booklet and answer the questions, Ordinary Grade
or Intermediate Grade?

98. Do you wish to commit yourself to studying at 7 hours a week or 4 hours a week in
regard to your next study?

Note: Please send $........................ with these answers for your next study.

Note: Under certain circumstances, you may not feel you can commit 7 hours a week
to the next study.  You can then opt to study at 4 hours a week. The time limits will be
adjusted accordingly. Should your situation change, you can increase your time to 7
hours a week - just notify the college or those in charge of distribution.
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STUDY TIMES
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WE BELIEVE:

 1. The Bible is the inspired, infallible and authoritative written Word of God.

 2. There is one true triune God, eternally co-existent in three persons Who form the Holy Trinity:
God the Father, God the Word and God the Holy Spirit. These three dwell together in perfect
unity, forming one heavenly government called God, and each of the three divine persons we
recognize to be God.

 3. God the Word stripped Himself of His rightful godly privileges and became flesh, a human
being called Jesus Christ. Nevertheless He remained God the Word, being both truly God and
truly man.

 4. Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin. He was crucified, buried,
and then raised from the dead by the power of God. He now sits at the right hand of the Father,
and is the only Mediator between God and man.

 5. In the spiritually lost condition of men - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(are deprived of God’s saving presence).

 6. Salvation is found in no one else except Jesus, and there is no other name under heaven which
is given to men whereby mankind can be saved. 

 7. In the essential need of the new birth by faith in Jesus Christ. The only means of being cleansed
from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious blood of Christ.

 8. Spiritual  regeneration  (the  new birth)  is  brought  about  by  making  Jesus  Christ  Lord  and
Saviour, and by believing that Jesus’ precious shed blood was the price needed to redeem man
from sin.

 9. In the Person and work of the Holy Spirit with His gifts and fruit abiding in the Church.

10. In the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues, as the Spirit
gives utterance.

11. That believers should be water-baptized, as the Lord commands, by full immersion, in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

12. That divine healing is provided in the New Covenant through Jesus Christ, by applying faith to
God’s Word of promise.

13. In the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by Whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live
a holy life.

14. Jesus Himself shall descend from heaven to resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the
living saints to meet with Him in the air. This event is known as the Rapture of the Church.

15. In the second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth along with His glorified saints. This event will
take place after the Rapture (the snatching away). 

16. That all who accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will enjoy everlasting life with Him.

17. That all who do not accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour will spend eternity in everlasting torment
in the lake of fire, along with Satan and his forces of evil.   
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